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Lemonade on the Lawn is back!
And we honor Joanne Piazza for her faithful service to the Vestry

Sunday June 5, 2022
Photo courtesy of Tom Ham

WELCOME ALL!
www.StThomasReidsville.org

More pictures on page 15

Sunday June 5, 2022
Photo courtesy of Jim McCloskey

On Sunday June 5 we not only celebrated Pentecost, the birthday of the church,
but we also had the opportunity to recognize and honor Joanne Piazza for her
service to the Vestry and the church in so many ways. Joanne not only had several
terms of Vestry service, but in addition she served as Vestry Clerk even during times
that she did not have a seat. Many thanks for all that you have done and continue to
do Joanne!
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We have celebrated, for only the
second time as a nation, Juneteenth – at
least on the Federal level. Most likely
we shall have celebrated July 4th, again,
as a nation, but on the state as well as the
federal level. In one of life's great
juxtapositions of events, both days are
celebrations of freedom. One of the
lessons from these two days is that when
your oppressor is an ocean away, it is
easier actually to effect one's freedom
than when one's oppressor is very much
and closely present. In the case of
Juneteenth and the celebration of the
emancipation of all slaves in the United
States, what we have lived since 1865 is
the truth that words on paper mean little
without the commitment of people, in
this case, White people, actually to live
into the content of the Emancipation
Proclamation. Almost immediately, the
power structures of the U.S., and
especially in the South, simply found
new and equally effective ways to
exercise power for the purpose of
sustaining the status quo politically,
s o c i a l l y, e c o n o m i c a l l y, a n d
educationally. And, with notable
exceptions, the doctrine and practice of
White Supremacy has been a deeply
held and formative practice for Blacks
and Whites. The stark learning is that
freedom is relative … relative to who
has power. At least in this world.
The kind of power that makes
freedom relative is harsh, narcissistic,
cruel, and immoral. It is also contrary to
the Gospel and theologically
indefensible. But, as a lawyer might tell

us, in many (most?) cases it is legal, and
if not legal, functionally it works. The
examples are all around us too
numerous and obvious to cite.
A biblical, theological, and moral
starting point for reflecting on what
freedom is and what we as Christian
people are called to be about can be
found in Jesus' proclamation that He is,
“the way, the truth, and the life,” (John
14.6a) and that he came that we might
know the truth and the truth will set us
free. (John 8.32) We also do well to
remember that truth and freedom as
essential to the meaning of being
created in image and likeness of God.
(Gen 1.26-27) For us, knowing, being,
and doing truth are essentially grounded
in who God is and what God does for
and with us in this world. Truth and
freedom, therefore, are always engaged,
Continued on page 4
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theoretically and practically in
relationship with God and with one
another.
In these days in which truth,
freedom, and power are much at play.
Pilate's question to Jesus, “What is
truth?” is painfully and pointedly apt.
We seem as a society not to value truthtelling if to be untruthful is deemed to
better serve our desire for power and to
protect our narcissistic understanding of
freedom. Truth and freedom are, too
often, reduced to me and my wants,
desires, and convenience. Power, then,
becomes a politicized, weaponized
exercise control for my own purposes.
Its fruits are to undermine health, social,
political, and economic participation, a
proliferation of violence, hate, and
irrationality in speech and actions.
Division is pervasive as everyone is set
over against anyone different, in
w h a t e v e r w a y – i d e o l o g i c a l l y,
politically, economically, socially,
racially, ethnically, religiously. The
idea of “Christian” has been hijacked
and distorted into an unrecognizable
form of manipulation, judgmentalism,
racism, and division that leaves those
who actually strive to live the Gospel as
it actually is wondering, “What shall we
do?”
The answer, I think, is starkly
simple: Live the Gospel by living our
Baptismal Vows, no matter what the
cost to us personally. It is also probably
the most scary thing about being
Christian. It is also the most powerful
thing. To be filled with this power of
God is to live the truth revealed in Jesus
Christ as our truth; it is to be the Image
4

and Likeness of God; to follow the Way
of Jesus Christ so that in us and through
us the Gospel is proclaimed and
demonstrated as we seek to love and
serve one another, as we courageously
strive for justice and peace, and we
clearly respect the dignity of every
human person.
Living the Gospel does not mean to
be wishy-washy. Quite the contrary. It
does mean to have clear, thoughtful,
theologically and biblically sound
reasons and understandings which
permeate every fibre of our being and
saturate everything that we do. It really
is about living to love, to serve, to “do all
the good you can, by all the means you
can, in all the ways you can, in all the
places you can, at all the times you can,
to all the people you can, as long as ever
you can.” (John Wesley) Living the
Gospel means to act locally, and think
globally. What we do is always about
right here, right now, in this place, with
these people. It is also and at the same
time, about the whole created order and
the long vision. What we do now needs
to be thought of in terms of its impacts
on generations to come. Jim Crow of
th
th
the late 19 and early 20 centuries still
impacts all of us every day. The
Supreme Court's horrendous decision to
undermine gun safety laws and
restrictions does not effect only now. It
will have effects far longer than we can
imagine. The selfishness and
immaturity of those who think and act
like what they want or desire is all that
matters, will have impacts for
generations.
And so it is, that you and I in these

Continued on page 5

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Continued from page 4

days need to be clear about our
commitment to Christ. We need to be
courageous in living out our
commitments. We need to be strong to
do the right things even when it is
difficult or it seems useless. We need to
claim our faith, when others would take
it away and pervert it and twist it into
something very different from the
Gospel. We need to be crystal clear that
the Gospel is about the One who is love,
the One who comes to us in love, as love
incarnate in Jesus Christ and indwelling
us as the Spirit. It is, therefore, for us to
be for and with one another as the Father
through the Son in the Spirit is for and
with us: to love one another, and give
ourselves as an offering and sacrifice to
God.
Hope is not lost. The Truth is with us
and in us, showing us the Way and
giving us Life. There has not been a
time in our life where our faith, courage,
perseverance, and hope are more
important. There has not been a time in
our life where it is more important for us
to live our faith, to love and serve the
Lord as we are able. These are days
when nothing less is required, nothing
less will do. In so living, we shall know
the truth and the truth will make us free –
in every way and at every level, every
year and all the time. We shall rise and
live in love and serve God's beloved.
And we shall indeed, all of us, “Be free
at last! Free at last! Thank God
Almighty, free at last!”
Peace and Blessings.

“To everything there is a season…”
Ecclesiasticus tells us. And so it is that
our Church Musician has advised
Bishop William and the Vestry that it is
time for her season with us to end. After
ten years at St. Thomas, Kristen Farmer
has determined that it is time to bring her
career of 60 years as a church musician
to a close. So, Kristen's last Sunday with
us will be August 28. At that time, we
will, with sadness and joy and
thanksgiving, celebrate Kristen and her
time here among us as we bid her
farewell and God's great blessings.

Bishop William is looking for ideas
and suggestions for programs this fall
and beyond. We could be engaged in
Bible study, topical study, current issues
–theology, morals and ethics, faith and
politics, race relations, social issues
from faith and biblical perspectives.
Most importantly, Bishop William
needs to know what you are willing to
attend and what are good times.
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July

Bishop William will be away on July
10 . He has been asked by the Reverend
Milton Williams, Rector at St. Francis,
Greensboro, to help prepare the
congregation for his return from
sabbatical. This is an important time of
transition both for Fr. Milton and for the
congregation. It is an honor to be asked
by Fr. Milton to assist with this
transition. Jerry Garrett and Sarah
Cobb will preside at Morning Prayer.
th

7/2 Pam Haigler
7/3 Ashley Campbell
7/5 Linda Avery
7/7 Tucky Vaughan
7/9 Sherrie Donecker
7/11 Sarah Cobb
7/11 Richard Piazza
7/16 Kris Rogers
7/17 Adam Craddock
7/18 John McHugh
7/18 Freda Watt
7/21 Chris Hicks
7/24 Helen Thorn
7/25 Price Watt
7/26 Ken Avery
7/26 Bailey Gatton
7/27 Bettie Benton Rhodes
7/28 Nancy Bennett
7/28 Gayle Ferguson
7/30 Emily Foeller Ball

From August 12–19, Bishop
William and Kathy will be going to Utah
to visit with son Nathan and grandsons
th
Kristopher and Braydyn. August 14
will be Morning Prayer.

Joanne Piazza, Chm.
Tom Ham

The Vestry will meet
July 6 at 2.00 p.m.
in the Pipkin Parlor.
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There are numerous opportunities
for you to host our after liturgy
fellowship time for conversation and
visiting. The sign-up sheet is in the
narthex of the church. Please sign-up.
This really is just lemonade and cookies
(Coffee is optional.) … think simple.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

The Bishop of North Carolina
June 26, 2022
“Arise, shine, for your light has come, *
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.
But over you the Lord will rise, *
and his glory will appear upon you.
Violence will no more be heard in your land, *
ruin or destruction within your borders.
The Lord will be your everlasting light, *
and your God will be your glory.”
- From Canticle 11, The Third Song of Isaiah

Dear siblings in Christ,
More than ever before, it seems we are responding almost weekly to news of
another mass shooting. Anytime violence happens anywhere, at a church or other
house of worship, a school, a grocery store, a concert, we feel the pain, the horror
and the outrage in a deep and personal way. A steady drumbeat of gun violence is
unfolding with increasing frequency, an alarming and consistent threat to personal
and public safety.
Picking up a gun to deal with a problem has become too easy and happens too
often. The capacity to see another as a neighbor, a child of God, or even simply as a
fellow human being seems to be diminishing. Instead, anger turned outward and,
too often, turned inward, has become the dominant emotion, rather than love or
compassion or even the most basic respect for life, even one’s own life.
Our societal fixation, some would call it an obsession, with violence, and with
firearms in particular, is antithetical to the people we are called to be. It is as if
protecting an idolatrous interpretation of the Second Amendment outweighs the
continuing cost of human lives. In the words of Psalm 88, “Are your wonders
known in the darkness, or your saving help in the land of forgetfulness?”
Mass shootings are only one manifestation of this crisis. The scourge of violence
includes guns used in acts of domestic violence, suicide, small disagreements that
needlessly escalate exponentially, and guns that are improperly stored and fall into
the hands of children. The rate of youth suicide with a firearm is at its highest level
in twenty years, according to a recently released study. These losses do not
demonstrate responsible gun ownership; they are evidence of a plague – a public
health crisis in this country.
Continued on page 8
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We cannot allow the volume and frequency of these events to leave us feeling
numb and powerless. It is understandable that some feel the needed changes aren’t
even possible due to forces deeply entrenched in the way we are governed, but that
is when and why we must lean into our faith most deeply and draw from it the
strength and the vision to be advocates in ways that will put us on a path to peace.
Prayers are necessary, and our prayers at this time propel us to action, to advocacy
and to the invitation to become instruments of God’s peace. This is the way we live
into our vocation to become beloved community. It is especially in the face of
violence that we must become instruments of God’s peace.
It is time to step outside our comfort zone. It is time to put our thoughts and
prayers into action. It is time to bear witness in the public square that our country’s
tolerance of inaction to this violence is itself a form of collusion with such violence.
This is our call as followers of Jesus. This is what it means to become a disciple,
making a difference.
The Diocese of North Carolina has formed a new task force dedicated to the work
of reducing gun violence. Comprised of clergy and lay individuals with
backgrounds in law enforcement, medicine and advocacy work in this area, the task
force met for the first time on Thursday, June 23. With your bishops, serving on the
committee are:
∙ The Rev. Sonny Browne, co-chair (All Saints’, Roanoke Rapids)
∙ Sara Smith, co-chair (Holy Family, Chapel Hill)
∙ Cassandra Deck-Brown (St. Ambrose, Raleigh)
∙ David Jacobs (St. Peter’s, Charlotte)
∙ The Rev. Sandy Key (St. Stephen’s, Durham)
∙ The Rev. Elaine McCoy (St. Philip’s, Durham)
∙ The Rev. Justice Schunior (St. Martin’s, Charlotte)
∙ The Rev. Sallie Simpson (Saint Augustine’s University)
∙ Berkeley Sumner (Youth Representative)
The group focused its first conversation on issues related to gun violence and
actions where the Diocese of North Carolina might affect change, either in a
leadership role or in partnership with others.
Among the areas explored for task force leadership:
∙ Identify advocacy opportunities
∙ Explore partnerships with organizations already engaged in the work of
reducing gun violence
∙ Education around the role of mental illness, behavioral health challenges and
other factors in gun violence
∙ Share resources to educate and assist churches in developing safety plans,
including engagement with local law enforcement for consultation
∙ Develop a long-term plan to build a sustainable infrastructure to position the
Continued on page 9
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Diocese for ongoing calls to action, programs, education and advocacy
The meeting was only a starting point; clearer action plans will be developed in
the coming weeks and months, and the work of the task force will be shared as it
develops.
As we write this, we celebrate the next step taken toward the passing of a
bipartisan gun safety bill, as the Senate voted Thursday, and it now proceeds to the
House. Our sincerest hope is that as you read this, the bill will have passed its final
vote, and we, as a nation, will have taken a first step toward stricter measures for
safe gun ownership. We are grateful to all who wrote to our senators from North
Carolina, both of whom supported this legislation.
There is a great deal of work still to be done. But as the faithful of the Diocese of
North Carolina have demonstrated again and again, it is work we are willing to do. It
is work we will do together as we live into the promise and power of nonviolence
and love embodied in Jesus’ life and teaching.
Faithfully,
The Rt. Rev. Sam Rodman
Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Anne Hodges-Copple
Bishop Suffragan
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It is with sadness we learned that
Hazel Post died on June 6, 2022. She
was 86 years old. Hazel had been in
declining health. However, she was in
attendance at a Sunday morning service
quite recently.
Hazel was one of our most active
citizens in community affairs and was
immersed in practically every aspect in
the life of St. Thomas. In her
professional life, Hazel was a
pharmacist who worked in apothecaries
in Reidsville and Wentworth. Her final
position was working with her husband
Bill at the Rockingham Co. Health
Department. She and Bill were truly a
team. I caught up with one of my former
co-workers, Sonja Gunn several years
ago, and she told me she had her “dream
job” – working with Bill and Hazel at
the county health center.
As much as Hazel was in “the
pharmacy world,” she was as devoted to
the Boy Scouts as much as anything.
She was a district commissioner, headed
up troop committees, and was a pack
and troop leader.
Hazel was also extremely involved
in Reidsville civic affairs. She was the
campaign director for the Rockingham
Co. United Way, and a volunteer with
the Rockingham Co. Free Clinic,
Reidsville Habitat for Humanity, and
the Reidsville Soup Kitchen.
At St. Thomas, Hazel served several
terms on our vestry and was active in all
of the ECW activities such as the Altar
Guild, and Fall Festival and Pancake
Suppers. She was very supportive of all
of our parish activities.
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One facet of Hazel's life which
stands out for me, happened several
years ago when she was head of the
Vestry's outreach committee. She
organized the programs for our Lenten
Suppers which naturally had to do with
health and wellness. For example, she
called on Brenda Sutton of the
Rockingham Co. Extension to give a
talk on healthy foods and recipes. She
also invited James Boswell of the
Family Fitness Center to lead us through
some exercises. And, in addition, she
concluded these sessions by having St.
Thomas sponsor a Bloodmobile Drive.
Our love goes out to her children
Tom and Amy and their spouses and to
her grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. As difficult as it is for us
to realize Hazel's departure from us, we
are thankful for her life well-lived and
the wonderful example she set for us all.
Tom Balsley
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ENOUGH
END GUN VIOLENCE
Schools, grocery stores, movie
theatres, concerts, churches,
synagogues, hospitals, and college
campuses. When you conjure up
images of these settings, you can think
of a mass shooting that has recently
taken place.
41,000 Americans die from gun
violence every year – an average of 110
per day. To bring this home, there are
1,470 annual gun deaths in North
Carolina – some by suicide, some by
police shootings, some accidental, and
some intentional.
Firearms were the leading cause of
death for American children and teens
this past year. Sadly, when an assault
weapon is used in mass shootings, it
results in six (6) times as many people
being shot than when other weapons are
used. Another heartbreaking tragedy is
an average of 4.500 veterans die by
suicide every year. About twelve (12)
former military men and women each
day. The underlying cause of gun
deaths is the number of guns in our
country – more than one gun for every
citizen.
The Uvalde teenager was able to
legally purchase an AR-style rifle and
almost 400 rounds of ammunition, with
th
no training, the day after his 18
birthday. This fact alone should have

set off alarm bells, but such actions were
not even questioned in the U.S. Our
country is trapped in its own insanity
and, absolutely, is killing itself.
I thought it was interesting that Steve
Kerr, coach of the 2022 NBA Champion
Golden State Warriors devoted a pregame press conference to speaking out
against gun violence and the reality of
many lawmakers being so afraid of
being voted out of office if they took a
stand for gun reform. These
congressmen and women are unable
take a position to enact gun-safety
measures while gun violence is literally
killing their constituents. Kerr's father
was assassinated by the Islamic Jihad in
1984 while serving as president of the
American University in Lebanon. So,
Kerr knows first-hand the personal
tragedy which comes as a result of guns.
Our legislators cannot pass the most
obvious measures – banning military
assault rifles and magazines, instituting
background checks, and red flag laws
even after two horrific mass shootings
in Uvalde, Texas and Buffalo, New
York.
This cannot become normal. We
cannot become numb. We cannot look
the other way. We all know if nothing
changes, we will continue down this
well-worn path of mass shootings.
There must be a better way.
Tom Balsley
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LONG TERM PRAYER LIST
for those in continuing serious
need but not in current crisis:
Jan Cardwell
Garry Strader
David Buckmaster Gail Wakefield
John & Elizabeth Fred, Jr and Missy
Bailey
Daniel Lovelace
Fred Bailey Sr
Perry Gann
Juanita Willis
Jacey Parks
Naomi Gullickson
Alex Beaton
Frances Robinson Linda Belton
Hank Strader
Donna Davis
Vicky Slaughter
Mary Gullickson
Robert
Billy Agea
Elma
Wayne Knox
Dud & Pat Apple
Caitlyn Knox
Kay, Dallas, Lynn James Talley
Diane Traynor
Donovant
Rev. John Burton Tish Gemmill
Sam
Anderson Lake
Nathan & family
Andrew Wright
Lisa
Forester Family
Francine
James Hearn
Jonathan Gourley
Anthony Roberson
Jimmy Carter
Penny Barham
Stephanie
Roberson

WORSHIP PRAYER LIST
immediate or critical care list:

Kathy Smith
Mike Fargis
Pierre, Helene &
Marie Noelle
Jana
Nathan & family
Mike Scarborough
Claire
Susan
Sandra Strader
Monica Bond
Joanne & Syd &
family
Steve
Thelma
Micky
Jerline Bennett
the people of
Ukraine
Peggy Curran
Mary Jane Stanley
Suzanne Howard
Edward & Wyatt
family

MILITARY PRAYER LIST
Michael McCloskey
Clair Crowder
Ben Shepherd
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Jonathan Romero
Jim Donecker
Trent Wheeler
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Elizabeth
Steve & Jennifer
J.
John B.
Carol Clark &
family
Molly & family
Adelynn Adams
& family

DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

June 5
The Day of Pentecost
June 12
The 1st Sunday after Pentecost
Trinity Sunday

.
10:00 a.m.

.
26

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Café 99
10:00 a.m.
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June 19
The 2nd Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 a.m.

27

June 26
The 3rd Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 a.m.

27

Dave Gerrells
128 S. Scales St.

Freeway Automotive

Remember,
New
2022 Parish Directories
are available for pickup
in the Narthex

2517 Richardson Dr.

Mish Mosh
Tammy Melchert
119 S. Scales St.

The Rock
156 N. Scales St.

Thanks to all who have been contributing food to Fill the
Tub. The need is still prevalent. For your convenience, the
clear bin is now available at all hours. Especially
requested now are:
Canned goods/meats, Canned vegetables, especially
carrots, potatoes, sweet peas, rice, beans, pork &
beans, mac & cheese (a particular favorite!), soup.
Many also ask for soap and toothpaste. If you have an
extra unused toothbrush at home, these are often also
needed. Thank you for your help with this vital ministry!

Sip Coffee House
Phyllis Graves
101 S. Scales St.
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
336-349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org
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CHURCH STAFF:
• Rector
The Rt. Rev. William O. Gregg, Ph.D
704-280-5175
wgregg2000@gmail.com

LAY WORKERS:
• Altar Guild
Dot Reilly 336-552-8852
irishbr@aol.com

• Organist
Kristin Farmer
336-349-3511, Ext. 104

• Lay Reader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 336-932-2212
tjhamiii@att.net

• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Lori Bagliere
336-349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org

• Librarian
Susan Bullock 336-616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com

• Sexton
Diane Allen 336-349-3511

• Treasurer
Cindy Scarborough 267-577-2029
cindy@chezlindsey.com

• Episcopal Day School Coordinator
Jeannette Eure
• Webmaster/Newsletter/Communications
John Bullock 336-327-2823
news@stthomasreidsville.org

Anne Donecker
Senior Warden
336-616-4293
aqdonecker@gmail.com

Kathy Gentle
336-508-7297
kathy.s.gentle@gmail.com

Susan Turner
336-349-7972
candsturner@yahoo.com

Jim McCloskey
Junior Warden
336-394-8463
jim_mccloskey@me.com

Tab Haigler
336-552-8428
thaigler@triad.rr.com

Jan Wheless
336-616-3075
janwheless@gmail.com

Gerry Montaigne
336-255-2783
G.Montaigne@yahoo.com

14

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

www.StThomasReidsville.org

15

facebook.com/StThomasReidsville

July 2022

Return Service Requested

315 Lindsey Street
Reidsville, NC 27320

YouTube.com/user/StThomasReidsville

Sunday June 5
Pentecost
The birthday
of the church!
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