St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
315 Lindsey Street

Reidsville, NC 27320

336-349-3511

June 2022

Bishop Sam Rodman’s Visitation
And Reception of Cindy Scarborough into the Episcopal Church

Sunday May 15, 2022

WELCOME ALL!
www.StThomasReidsville.org

The Bishop declared on Sunday, June
5, that in response to the murder of
the students and teachers at Robb
Elementary School in Uvalde, TX, he
was going to write to the North
Carolina Congressional and State
Representatives and Senators about
mental health provisions and gun
safety. Here is the letter he is
sending.

More pictures on page 15
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Dear ____________,
The Constitution of the United States clearly says that a function of the government
is “to promote for the general welfare … to ourselves and our Posterity.” (Preamble)
In these days, we continue to experience pervasive social violence, especially in the
form of mass shootings resulting in the death of innocent citizens. This behavior
most recently in Uvalde, TX resulted in the murder of 19 children and two teachers.
While praying for the repose of the souls of the dead and for those who mourn as well
the community which has been traumatized by this senseless act of violence, it is
time for us as a nation, through our legislative leaders on the federal and state levels
to take appropriate action that will promote the general welfare and safety of our
citizens. It is imperative to take action. Now.
A sketch of a modest proposal is offered here. It addresses the two major, identified
areas in which specific actions need to be taken for the safety and welfare of all in
balance with appropriate ownership and use of various kinds of weaponry among
citizens. The two areas for action are (1) mental health and (2) gun safety.
(1) The Federal and State Governments, working in concert and with local
governments, need to enact legislation that both provides for and funds fully
the expansion of mental health services through private resources,
Medicare, and Medicaid, and such other agencies and formats as may be
appropriate, including, but not limited to, provisions for coverage by
government agencies, insurance companies, Social Security, the Veterans
Administration, etc. Such coverage and support will be available for a
period actually sufficient to provide appropriate and necessary outcomes.
There must be an effective, efficient mental health system in place that
serves all persons in this country for their safety and welfare as well as for
the safety and welfare of the country as a whole.
Such services need to be community-based, with sites in the communities
and institutions, including schools, colleges, community colleges,
universities, and other institutions of post-secondary education. The
priorities are to be access to excellent mental health support on an outpatient and in-patient basis.
Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

It is a given that inevitably some people in need will fall through the cracks, or not be
identified, or not be responsive to therapeutic interventions and support. However,
that does not mean that everything possible to create, implement, and sustain the
best possible, most-accessible mental health system possible should not be done.
(2) The Federal and State Governments, working in concert, need to craft and
implement an efficient and effective system of laws, rules, and regulations for gun
safety that balances promoting the general welfare of the People and the appropriate
ownership and use of various forms of weaponry among citizens. Such a system
should provide for such as
(a)
universal background checks for any and all sales of weapons by
any agent;
(b)
a waiting period of not less than three full days between purchase
and possession of a weapon;
(c)
a prohibition of lending and borrowing weapons;
(d)
a prohibition of private ownership or use of military grade
weapons, e.g., automatic and semi-automatic weapons and
modified weapons.
(e)
clear provisions and protections for owners and users of weapons
for hunting, marksmanship, and sport, e.g., skeet shooting;
(f)
an immediate, permanent freeze on the sale or exchange of all
military grade weaponry in the civilian sector (as defined by the
Department of Defense);
(g)
Mandatory permitting for gun ownership and usage that must be
renewed annually through the appropriate State agency;
(h)
Prohibition of large magazines and modification of weaponry to
accommodate such magazines in the civilian sector;
(i)
provision for the safe disposal of military grade weaponry by
current owners, only to an appropriate government or military
agency, e.g., military facilities, National Guard, or police. Such
disposal may provide for reasonable compensation to the civilian
owner.
(j)
All such rules, regulations, and laws that may be enacted shall
apply equally and without exception to commercial and private
sales in all venues.
Again, it is a given that no system designed to promote and sustain safety will be
100% foolproof. Nonetheless, for the general welfare of the people, it is obligatory
that government, in service of the People, create and implement the most effective
system of protection and safety possible.
Sincerely,
The Right Reverend William O. Gregg, Ph.D.
VI Bishop of Eastern Oregon, Resigned
Assistant Bishop of North Carolina, Retired

Rector
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On Sunday May 8, we were
recognized as “Champions of
Education” by the Rockingham County
Education Foundation. The plaque
(currently on display in the Pipkin
Parlor), was presented by Jennifer
Bradley, Board Chair. This was for our
support of $8000 challenge donations
d u r i n g t h e F o u n d a t i o n ’s 2 0 2 1
campaign, one of the toughest years in
RCEF’s history yet one when the
college advisors were needed the most.

Beginning June 5, the Feast of
Pentecost, we shall return to Lemonade
on the Lawn after the 10 a.m. Eucharist.
There will be a sign-up sheet in the
narthex if you would like to host a
Sunday. We still need to be mindful of
the need to be careful about food and
drink. So, lemonade and coffee will
need to be served. Cookies will need to
be spaced on several dishes rather than
piled on each other. There are plenty of
plates in the Parish Hall to facilitate this.
In any case, barring unforeseen
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developments, we shall once again be
able to socialize a bit with one another
and refreshments.

In order to keep your Parish Directory
up-to-date, please make these phone number changes
for the Piazzas:
Richard’s cell phone: 336-432-9272
Joanne’s cell phone: 336-210-4079
Their land line phone will be discontinued.
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June
6/6 Dru Smith
6/7 Joanne Piazza
6/9 Ben Fraser
6/13 Sandra Strader
6/15 Daniel Yount
6/23 Mary Stuart Balsley
6/23 Kris Rogers
6/27 Megan Ferguson Mortenson
6/30 Craig Cardwell

Dot Reilly, Chm
Jan Wheless
Anne Donecker

This is our last month of preschool
here at EDS for the 2021-2022 school
year. It has been a trying but rewarding
year, in no small part thanks to our
remarkably patient and understanding
parents. Our sincere thanks go out to
them and to our preschool board.
We have finished this month with the
letters W, X, Y, and Z. The students
enjoyed themes involving
wolves,pirates( a favorite-"x" marks the
spot for treasure!),yellow, yarn ,and zoo
animals. The last two weeks of school
has been a review of the alphabet,
numbers, colors, and shapes. Also, a fair
amount of time has been devoted to play
practice, with our "Nanny Goat Opera"
being presented on May 25th. We all
look forward to a wonderful summer
break!

A slightly belated Happy 45th
anniversary to Bishop William &
Kathy Gregg on Saturday May 28.
Plus an upcoming Happy 25th
anniversary to Michael & Karyn
Foeller Richardson who will celebrate
their 25th on June 14!
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Beth Smith, one of our longest
attending members died on April 22,
2022. She was 98 years old. She and
her husband, Lape, had been members
of St. Thomas for around sixty years or
so. Although Beth and Lape lived in a
retirement community for the past
several years, her daughter, Leslie, told
us that the two of them followed our
services through the “streaming”
technology which is now available.
When Lape and Beth first came to
Reidsville and for the many years that
followed, they were extremely active in
all the endeavors of St. Thomas. Beth
was involved in the Altar Guild, ECW,
Fall Luncheon, and pretty much any
event that was held at our parish. On
any occasion she was called upon to
help, she was more than willing to do
her share of the work. Even later in life
when her physical skills were not as
they were when she was younger, she
still continued to attend worship
services every Sunday without fail.
One lasting gift, she and many others
did for St. Thomas, was the
embroidering for the kneelers (or
cushions) at our communion rail. The
kneelers were cross-stitched with
symbols of our church and emblems
signifying the life of each of Jesus'
disciples. Each person who
embroidered an icon on a kneeler also
has their initials on the side of the
cushion. I found the one she sewed, with
the initials “EBS”.

share of deaths and funerals at St.
Thomas lately. We are an ageing
parish and this is inevitable.
However, this does give us the
opportunity to celebrate the lives of
those whom we loved and those who
did so much to enrich our church and
keep us moving in a good direction.
Because of their many contributions,
we are able to enjoy the community of
St. Thomas as we know it today. It is
with thanksgiving we celebrate the
lives of parishioners like Beth who
was a good and faithful member.
Our thoughts go out to Beth's
children – Leslie who was her faithful
caretaker, Scott and his wife Cathy
and their daughters, and Lapthrop, Jr.
Tom Balsley

It seems we are having more than our
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On May 9, 2022, one of St. Thomas'
more prominent parishioners and one of
Reidsville's most loved citizens died
suddenly and unexpectedly –
distressing news for all of us. Laura had
many titles: Mayor, Sr. Warden,
Community Service Director and
Physician Recruiter at Annie Penn
Hospital, but these markers did not
totally define her. Laura's many deeds
of kindness were undertakings few
people ever knew about. She was
extraordinarily generous in giving and,
in addition, could inspire others to give
money for reasons she deemed worthy.
If Laura knew about a cause to help or
make life better for others, she was in on
it from the beginning. Raising money
for “Bikes for Kids”; working hand-inhand with Dave Gerrells at Café 99 to
solicit funds to feed disadvantaged

children during the pandemic;
requesting funds for the Rockingham
Co. Educational Foundation, and
helping individuals with medical bills
are examples I know of.
Laura loved her vacation home in
Oriental and sailing with Ed on Smith
Creek only about 75 yards from their
house. This was her home “away from
home” and she cherished the time she
and Ed spent there. Another huge
pleasure was watching her much-loved
Tar Heels compete in any athletic
contest. Her dad attended UNC and
“the Heels” did not have any greater fan
anywhere.
Laura was one of the best ever when
there was a special occasion at St.
Thomas. Decorating tables, arranging
flowers, and transforming our drab
parish hall or the newer Pipkin Parlor
into a stunning area was one of her
specialties – and she took great pride in
doing it. In addition to her sprucing us
up for special occasions, Laura took
charge of making sure our yard looked
first-rate with our landscaped lawn and
plantings. She was adamant that our
surroundings reflect our sanctuary
whose beauty rivals any church we
know. However, for all her talents, her
most enduring trait was her unique
ability of connecting with every person
and conveying the belief they were
meaningful and important to her.
Laura, you are already missed and
will continue to be so. We will not be
able to duplicate your warm welcomes
and how wonderful you made us all feel.
Our thoughts and love go out to her
Continued on page 10

8

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Steven Worth died on Wednesday,
May 11, 2022. He was 91 years of age.
After the death of his wife Dottie, he
moved to the Raleigh area to a
retirement community to be closer to his
son, Stephen. So really, he has not been
in the St. Thomas community for the
past four or so years and we have missed
him.
As far as being a member of St.
Thomas, Steve along with his wife
Dottie, were as dedicated to our parish
as any couple I have known. If the doors
were open, they were attending
whatever service, function, or meeting
that was being held. Steve served on the
vestry and as Sr. Warden and for many,
many years was our church treasurer.
This is probably the most timeconsuming and complicated lay
responsibility I can think of. As
treasurer Steve brought us along to a
more modern era by seeing that we
received quarterly and yearly
statements. When he no longer
performed treasurer duties, Steve was
our resident usher. He carried out this
responsibility whenever we needed
someone whether or not it was his
assigned Sunday.
In the world outside of St. Thomas,
Steve was a court reporter for the
Rockingham County Court System. He
was in this position for 30 plus years
until retirement.
Steve was also a Colonel in the NC
Army National Guard. A footnote to his
position is that Steve was in command
of one of the National Guard units called
in to quell the riot that occurred on

November 3, 1979 when the
Communist Workers Party had a
“shoot-out” with the Ku Klux Klan
and American Nazi Party in
Greensboro. Five people were killed
and ten were wounded in a dispute
over workers' rights at a textile
company. As you can imagine, there
was great civil unrest for several
days. This uprising was called “The
Greensboro Massacre.” Eight days
after the shootings, the National
Guard troops stood watch over the
funeral march and graveside services
to ensure no violence occurred.
Steve played a leading role in
bringing peace in a period of unrest
and transitioning the neighborhood to
a more tranquil area.
As you can readily see, there are
many good contributions Steve made
for the good of all of us during his
time in Reidsville. We have very
good memories of Steve as he was a
most patient and easy-going
Continued on page 10
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Jarrell, with his mechanical skills, could
assist us in getting it running again.
I did see Jarrell on Tuesday, May 17
as I was working the polls at
Williamsburg Elementary School for
Jay Donecker. Jarrell was with one of
his sons. It was good meeting up with
him, even for a brief moment.
Our thoughts are with his wife
Dianne, his sons Jordan and Dylan and
their spouses and his grandchildren.
Jarrell will be missed by his friends and
family.
Tom Balsley

Continued from page 8

Jarrell Young died on Sunday, May
29, 2022. He was 67 years old. He had
lived most of his life in Rockingham
County in the Yanceyville vicinity.
Jarrell attended Reidsville High School
and NC State University. He described
himself as a self-employed farmer. He
said he enjoyed helping his neighbors
repair their farm equipment and helping
them with their crops. He also felt his
best times were spent on his tractor
cultivating his fields and communing
with nature. The St. Thomas Men's
Club could count on Jarrell to assist us
with our annual Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper. Our pancake cooker
was not always the most reliable and
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children Tommy and Sherrie and their
spouses, her step-children Jennifer and
Watson and their spouses and Laura's
grandchildren and great-grandchildren,
and to her brother, Edmund. Each one
was so special to Laura.
Tom Balsley

Continued from page 9

individual. Even though our treasurer's
job can probably get on a person's “last
nerve”, I never saw him become
irritated or aggravated because of it.
Our love and heartfelt thoughts
extend to Steve's son Stephen, Jr. and
wife Natalie and his grandson Stephen
Travis and wife Amy.
Tom Balsley
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It is difficult
to think about
being homeless.
However, I read
a statistic
recently stating
in January 2020,
more than
580,000 were
homeless on any given night in America
– with 70 percent claiming to be in this
situation for the first time.
Homelessness is quickly becoming a
visible problem, not only for those
effected by this terrible misfortune, but
for every person who witnesses another
human being sleeping on a park bench, a
subway car, or on a street corner. In
New York City, 2,500 to 5,000 are living
on the streets, with 45,000 in shelters.
In San Francisco, nearly 87,500 are
homeless.
As a response to this problem, many
cities have resorted to cleaning out
camps of homeless people or
criminalizing those whose
circumstances caused them to choose
this way of life. This process does not
solve the dilemma, it just moves the
problem somewhere else. In an era in
which housing prices have skyrocketed
(39%) and up-scale apartment buildings
have replaced dwellings of more
meager means, homelessness rises. A
statistic shows it also rises when
families have to devote more than 32
percent of their income to rent. As a
matter of fact, 60% of Americans cannot
afford an unplanned expense of $500.

People often ask why homeless
people “rough it.” One reason is they
refuse to sleep in an area crowded with
other people where theft, lice, diseases,
and confrontations are routine. Fear of
getting Covid is another issue.
I have had the opportunity to work
with the Rockingham County Help for
the Homeless non-profit organization
since 2006. Several years ago, we used
to run an emergency overnight shelter
during the winter months. However, we
now work with the US Dept. of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) as a
“housing first” approach. The idea is
that people are more able to get back on
their feet when they have a safe place to
stay. I heard one such person remark,
“we can make our lives better when we
can lock our doors at night.” As a result,
many get jobs and become selfsufficient. Currently RCHH is housing
41 adults and 35 children or a total of 76
individuals. We accomplish this by
obtaining rental units throughout the
county. The individuals we assist have
been homeless for a year or more. We
have a staff of three case workers who
monitor our clients weekly, take them to
job interviews, conduct classes on how
to handle money, and give needed
support. Getting people off the street
takes constant and intensive effort. This
not only an American tragedy, but a
human tragedy as well.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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LONG TERM PRAYER LIST
for those in continuing serious
need but not in current crisis:
Jan Cardwell
Garry Strader
David Buckmaster Gail Wakefield
John & Elizabeth Fred, Jr and Missy
Bailey
Daniel Lovelace
Fred Bailey Sr
Perry Gann
Juanita Willis
Jacey Parks
Naomi Gullickson
Alex Beaton
Frances Robinson Linda Belton
Hank Strader
Donna Davis
Vicky Slaughter
Mary Gullickson
Robert
Billy Agea
Elma
Wayne Knox
Dud & Pat Apple
Caitlyn Knox
Kay, Dallas, Lynn James Talley
Diane Traynor
Donovant
Rev. John Burton Tish Gemmill
Sam
Anderson Lake
Nathan & family
Andrew Wright
Lisa
Forester Family
Francine
James Hearn
Jonathan Gourley
Anthony Roberson
Jimmy Carter
Penny Barham
Stephanie
Roberson

WORSHIP PRAYER LIST
immediate or critical care list:

Kathy Smith
Edward & Wyatt
Mike Fargis
family
Pierre, Helene & Elizabeth
Marie Noelle
Jana
Nathan & family
Mike Scarborough
Claire
Susan
Bill S.
Sandra Strader
Monica Bond
Joanne & Syd &
family
Steve
Thelma
Micky
Jerline Bennett
the people of
Ukraine
Peggy Curran
Mary Jane Stanley
Suzanne Howard
Paul

MILITARY PRAYER LIST
Michael McCloskey
Clair Crowder
Ben Shepherd
12

Jonathan Romero
Jim Donecker
Trent Wheeler

www.StThomasReidsville.org

DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

May 1
The 3rd Sunday of Easter

.
10:00 a.m.

.
22

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Café 99

May 8
The 4th Sunday of Easter

10:00 a.m.

28

May 15
The 5th Sunday of Easter
(Bishop Sam’s Visitation)

10:00 a.m.

35

May 22
The 6th Sunday of Easter

10:00 a.m.

19

May 29
The 7th Sunday of Easter

10:00 a.m.

30

Dave Gerrells
128 S. Scales St.

Freeway Automotive
2517 Richardson Dr.

Mish Mosh

Remember,
New
2022 Parish Directories
are available for pickup
in the Narthex

Thanks to all who have been contributing food to Fill the
Tub. The need is still prevalent. For your convenience, the
clear bin is now available at all hours. Especially
requested now are:
Canned goods/meats, Canned vegetables, especially
carrots, potatoes, sweet peas, rice, beans, pork &
beans, mac & cheese (a particular favorite!), soup.
Many also ask for soap and toothpaste. If you have an
extra unused toothbrush at home, these are often also
needed. Thank you for your help with this vital ministry!

Tammy Melchert
119 S. Scales St.

The Rock
156 N. Scales St.

Sip Coffee House
Phyllis Graves
101 S. Scales St.
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
336-349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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CHURCH STAFF:
• Rector
The Rt. Rev. William O. Gregg, Ph.D
704-280-5175
wgregg2000@gmail.com

LAY WORKERS:
• Altar Guild
Dot Reilly 336-552-8852
irishbr@aol.com

• Organist
Kristin Farmer
336-349-3511, Ext. 104

• Lay Reader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 336-932-2212
tjhamiii@att.net

• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Lori Bagliere
336-349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org

• Librarian
Susan Bullock 336-616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com

• Sexton
Diane Allen 336-349-3511

• Treasurer
Cindy Scarborough 267-577-2029
cindy@chezlindsey.com

• Episcopal Day School Coordinator
Jeannette Eure
• Webmaster/Newsletter/Communications
John Bullock 336-327-2823
news@stthomasreidsville.org

Anne Donecker
Senior Warden
336-616-4293
aqdonecker@gmail.com

Kathy Gentle
336-508-7297
kathy.s.gentle@gmail.com

Susan Turner
336-349-7972
candsturner@yahoo.com

Jim McCloskey
Junior Warden
336-394-8463
jim_mccloskey@me.com

Tab Haigler
336-552-8428
thaigler@triad.rr.com

Jan Wheless
336-616-3075
janwheless@gmail.com

Gerry Montaigne
336-255-2783
G.Montaigne@yahoo.com
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June 2022

Return Service Requested

315 Lindsey Street
Reidsville, NC 27320

Lemonadee on the Lawn
following!

10:00 a.m.
Holy Eucharist

The day to wear Red!

Sunday June 5
Pentecost
The birthday
of the church!
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