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Now Live-Streaming on both
Facebook and YouTube

From a recent Live-Stream

Starting Sundays at about 9:45 a.m.

WELCOME ALL!
www.StThomasReidsville.org

A

MLK Day Events

We have made some recent changes
and considerable improvements to our
live streaming. Whereas we used to
stream directly to our Facebook page
using their platform, we are now using
the StreamYard service. This enables us
to stream simultaneously to Facebook
and YouTube as well as potentially to
other sites.
The picture now seems to be much
sharper and StreamYard also gives us a
visual test to be sure that the audio is
working correctly before we go live.
We can display our “brand identity”,
the shield of St. Thomas, in the upper
right corner of the frame and the
decorative color bar in the bottom left
corner can be changed to match the
proper liturgical color each week (blue
in the picture above for Advent).
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One of the nicest features of
StreamYard is the ability to add banners
across the bottom. In addition to
welcome messages, we can now display
the words to many of the prayers so that
anyone watching can more fully
participate without the need to look at a
bulletin or the Book of Common Prayer.
During 2021 the technology grant
from the Diocese of NC also enabled us
to replace the nearly 9-year-old laptop
used for streaming and to purchase a set
of two clip-on lavalier microphones.
Bishop William wears one, and the other
will be available for occasions like
Bishop’s visits when there is more than
one officiant during the liturgy. We are
still exploring other uses for the balance
of the grant money to further enhance
our online presence.
-John
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I will sing a new song by Howard Thurman
The old song of my spirit has wearied itself out.
It has long ago been learned by my heart;
It repeats itself over and over,
bringing no added joy to my days or lift to my spirit.
I will sing a new song.
I must learn the new song for the new needs.
I must fashion new words born of all the new growth
of my life – of my mind – of my spirit.
I must prepare for new melodies that have never been mine before,
that all that is within me may lift my voice unto God.
Therefore, I shall rejoice with each new day
and delight my spirit in each fresh unfolding.
I will sing, this day, a new song unto the Lord.
I read this poem to begin my
Christmas Eve sermon, and many of you
seemed to have found that it spoke to
you. So, here it is. It makes sense to me
both in terms of Christmas and
beginning 2022. We shall live 2022 in
the tension we live every year – what we
want and dream and hope for and what
happens. Then, there is the tension
between what we decide to do and what
we decide not to do – what choices we
make and how we make them. Some
things about the New Year are beyond
our control, and we have to deal with
how we are going to live with those
things, whether it will constructive,
creative, and generative, or not.
We have the opportunity to look
within ourselves and find the song we
are singing in our hearts. We have the
possibility of discovering or deciding to
continue our song, or create a new
movement or new variation, or create a

completely new song. Whatever else
may be going on around us, this decision
of the song we sing, our song, the song
to meet new needs, “a new song unto the
Lord.” is yours and mine alone.
I have been thinking about how
COVID has come to be with us, the
ways it has changed so much in us and
around us. Most of the impacts have
been negative: sickness, death, and
long-term effects; economically the
losses of jobs and businesses; mental
health challenges; massive
inappropriate social behaviors; the
shutting down of regular, normal
i n t e r a c t i o n s ; e d u c a t i o n a l l y, w e
experienced school shutdowns and
changing to online learning, stress, and
falling behind; political misbehavior …
and the list goes on.
So, on the verge of getting stuck in
what has seemingly become a mess
without end on many levels, part of
Continued on page 5
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Bishop William went over the
reports provided by Gayle Ferguson that
included the Treasurer’s Report as of
November 30, 2021; the Balance Sheet
as of December 1, 2021; the
Consolidated Fund Activity as of
December 1, 2021. The Treasurer’s
Report shows we have a plus amount of
$1,011 to date.
To date, we have received 27 pledges
amounting to $117,320. Last year, our
total pledges were $113,506. Some
members increased their pledges this
year as he had suggested.
Bishop William suggested some
things to consider for next year’s
budget:
1) John Bullock has asked that we
add a line item for communication
expenses and there was discussion
about how much it should be. Bishop
William also suggested that we increase
office supplies in the next budget as that
amount is higher this year than
budgeted.
2) Utility rates are expected to rise
next year by up to 20%, so we need to
increase utilities in the next budget.
3) Bishop William also suggested
that we include Altar Guild into Worship
expenses and increase Worship from
$1400.00 to $1500.00 in the next
budget.
Tab Haigler then talked about
changing to Quick Books to replace
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Church Windows. He said that we may
need to get some tech support when we
make this change.
Tab also suggested that we may need
to get a consultant to update our web
page. Bishop William added that he
would like us to look into improving our
social media in order to reach younger
people who use a variety of social media
sites. He is hoping the Diocese will find
an intern to work with us who is talented
with these technical issues.
Jerry Garrett will start serving as a
Lay Eucharistic Minister as needed.
Presently there are about three (3)
members who would like to have
Communion at their residence.
Bishop William would like us to
come up with four (4) people to form
and serve on a Pastoral Care Committee.
Bring any suggestions to our next
meeting.
Next, he talked about joint efforts
with the Main Street churches and with
the Episcopal Churches in Rockingham
County. These efforts can possibly take
place during Advent, Epiphany, Lent,
Easter and early summer. He would
also like to offer special programs for St.
Thomas’ during Epiphany, Lent and
Easter that would run 4-6 weeks.
Next month, we need to designate
outreach recipients (grants and loose
offerings) and we need to think about
special programs for ourselves such as
Bible study, a book study, or anything
else we would like to do.
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Continued from page 3

singing a new song is about stopping
and reframing the questions, asking
different questions, looking more
deeply, and listening more loudly.
What might we hear? Our voices
lowered, more thoughtful, and kind?
What might we see? A greater
compassion to hear the needs, hopes,
and dreams of those around us? Better
self-management? What might we do?
Volunteer in a program or project that
contributes to the good of the
community? Donate to service
agencies, groups, or projects that
support economic development through
job training, apprenticeships, or
scholarships? Volunteer in a local
school or tutor? Participate in the
government of our county, town, state
and nation through voting, holding
people in positions of authority publicly
accountable and responsible by
attending School Board, City Council,
County Commissioners and other
agency hearings and meetings.
How might we grow as faithful
people in and through The Episcopal
Church? Say our prayers each day?
Explore the Book of Common Prayer?
Use the Lectionary to read the Bible?
Be at liturgy each Sunday – even bring
guests and family? Bible study?
Participate in other groups for prayer or
study?
The point here is that an unintended
consequence of the pandemic and the
immediate, serious, and even radical
change it has wrought is that God is
giving us the opportunity to look deep
within, attend to what God is calling us
to become and to do in the new contexts

we now are experiencing. God is
calling us into a new holy adventure.
We can, therefore, go forward with
confidence. We do not need to waste
our time and energy in wishful thinking
about how things used to be before the
pandemic. Many of “those things” are
no more and will not be again. But,
there is a future. We know much more
about what to do: isolate, rest, and take
care if/when infected, do contact tracing
(call the Health Dept.). If you are
vaccinated and boosted, Omicron will
likely be more like a cold or flu than
anything else. We know to get
vaccinated and boosted, wear a mask
(N95 or NK95 are best, surgical masks
work), distance (especially inside),
avoid crowded places, get tested when
needed. These are all effective,
reasonable ways of modifying daily
living. In all things be careful.
One of the most powerful
dimensions of Thurman's poem is its
affirmation of possibility and hope. The
birth of Jesus is God's declaration and
affirmation of our present and final
possibility. Jesus is God's gift of God's
self that says clearly and loudly, “There
is hope, and there is a new song for us to
sing.” The question is, will we, as did
Thurman, respond with, “Therefore, I
shall rejoice with each new day / and
delight my spirit in each fresh
unfolding. / I will sing, this day, a new
song unto the Lord.”
Blessings, Peace, and Hope for the
New Year.
Peace and Blessings.
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January
1/1 William Gregg
1/2 Butch Trent Jr
1/3 Dale Fulton
1/4 Gerry Montaigne III
1/5 Sandy Cook
1/6 Cindy Scarborough
1/7 Renee Blatchley
1/7 Betty Melchert
1/8 Stephanie Trent
1/12 Judy Cardwell
1/13 Johnsie Reynolds
1/16 Ross Haigler
1/16 Jon Zuilkowski
1/19 Linda Belton
1/19 Blythe Ferguson
1/20 Stephanie Roberson
1/22 Mary Jane Ham
1/22 Ginny Irvin
1/23 Laura Felts
1/23 Carol Pruitt
1/24 Mark Jenkins
1/26 Donna Highsmith
1/28 Sandra Dawson
1/28 Jeﬀrey Kinnarney
1/28 Cindy Teague
1/29 Dillon Gourley
1/29 John Reynolds III

Photo courtesy of John & Gayle Ferguson
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Merry Christmas from our EDS
family! We had a short but very busy
December schedule. Our classes
enjoyed “J” week themes of jingle bells
and jumping, with “K” week bringing
koalas and kangaroos (more hopping
and jumping!). Our last week of school
for this year was all about Christmas,
ending with a birthday party for baby
Jesus on Thursday, December 16th. Our
EDS families gave generously to the
“Fill The Tub” ministry, filling two
large tubs with non-perishable food and
personal hygiene items. Thank you to all
for your generosity in helping those in
our community who are less fortunate.
We hope you all have a safe, healthy,
and blessed Christmas season.

Anne Rogers, Chm
Martha Balsley
Kathy Gentle

Anyone who is interested in
participating in Sunday Liturgy as a Lay
Reader or Acolyte/Server, please let
Bishop William or Jerry Garrett know.
This is a wonderful way to serve the
parish and enhance our liturgy. We have
a splendid group of Lay Readers and
have begun to have an Acolyte/Server
again.
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On most Sundays when we pray the
“Prayers of the People” we may ask –
depending on the form of this prayer –
“Give us a reverence for the earth . . .that
we may use its resources rightly . . .” or
“For the good earth which God has
given us and for the wisdom and will to
conserve it . . .” The authors of the Book
of Common Prayer probably felt the
need to give God a “thumbs up” of sorts
to let him know we acknowledge “this
earth our island home” and realize our
responsibility and need to care for it.
On December 10, in Kentucky, more
than 1,000 properties were destroyed
and seven children were killed on a
single street in the city of Bowling
Green. A 128-mph twister flattened a
Mayfield, Ky. candle factory killing
eight people. Six workers at an Amazon
warehouse in Edwardsville, Ill., died
when a 150-mph tornado smashed into
the building. The tornadoes may have
been the result of a blend of almost
spring-like temperatures – 20 to 30
degrees above normal for December,
elevated humidity and high wind shear.
At least 90 people were killed in the
storms, 80 of them in Kentucky and
more than 100 are missing. President
Biden said the role of climate change in
the storms was not clear, but “we all
know everything is more intense when
the climate is warming – everything.”
Burning fossil fuels has resulted in
hotter weather, prolonged droughts, and
more intense wildfires. In the past
couple of years, a heart-breaking

casualty has been our 2,000-year-old
sequoia trees that for centuries were
largely invincible to fire. The recent
fires in our northwestern states have
incinerated an estimated 10,000 mature
sequoias or 14 percent of the tree’s
population. These majestic trees along
with the Great Barrier Reef, glaciers
from Montana to Alaska, the rainforest,
and on and on are just a few of the
victims of climate change. These
natural wonders should not be on
anyone’s “bucket list” to see until they
cease to exist.
Our earth is a gift we too often take
for granted. By living more simply and
basically controlling what is within our
power, we can choose to donate, reuse,
recycle, fixup, maintain and conserve.
This can help minimize the waste we
personally produce. The fluctuations of
our weather patterns will make parts of
our earth uninhabitable if we do not act
in some manner. Hopefully all people
and nations will agree to take
constructive action while there is still
time.
Tom Balsley

Congratulations to Jim McCloskey
on his recent retirement after 49 years of
service at Adams Electric. Jim retired
exactly on the anniversary of his hire
date, the Monday after Thanksgiving!
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LONG TERM PRAYER LIST
for those in continuing serious
need but not in current crisis:
Jan Cardwell
Jimmy Carter
David Buckmaster Penny Barham
John & Elizabeth Stephanie Roberson
Daniel Lovelace
Garry Strader
Perry Gann
Gail Wakefield
Jacey Parks
Fred, Jr and Missy
Alex Beaton
Bailey
Frances Robinson Fred Bailey Sr
Donna Davis
Juanita Willis
Naomi Gullickson
Mary Gullickson
Linda Belton
Billy Agea
Hank Strader
Wayne Knox
Vicky Slaughter
Caitlyn Knox
Kay, Dallas, Lynn Robert
Elma
Donovant
Rev. John Burton Dud & Pat Apple
Beth Smith
Anderson Lake
James Talley
Andrew Wright
Diane Traynor
Forester Family
Tish Gemmill
James Hearn
Jonathan Gourley Sam
Anthony Roberson

WORSHIP PRAYER LIST
immediate or critical care list:

Kathy Smith
Janet Belton
Steve Craddock
Anne S
Mary Beth
June
Saxon family
Br. Stephen
Stan
Mike Fargis
Pierre & Marie
Noelle
Mary Cummings
Lisa
Francine Dunn
Jana
Addison & family
Mary & family
Nathan & family
Mike Scarborough
Angela, Chris &
family

Claire
Susan
Bill S.
Sandra Strader
Jaime
Monica Bond
Joanne & Syd &
family
Theresa &
family
Mae & Bill
Craddock

MILITARY PRAYER LIST
Michael McCloskey
Clair Crowder
Daniel Yount
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Ben Shepard
Forest Honeycutt
Jonathan Romero
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Hunter Noll
Jim Donecker

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Café 99
Dave Gerrells
128 S. Scales St.

Freeway Automotive
2517 Richardson Dr.

Mish Mosh
Tammy Melchert
119 S. Scales St.
Photos courtesy of Elisabeth & Kristen Pugh

Aurora Elisabeth Davis was baptized on Sunday
afternoon December 12. Aurora is the granddaughter of John
& Elisabeth Pugh and daughter of Kristen Pugh & Rey Davis

Thanks to all who have been contributing food to Fill the
Tub. The need is still prevalent. For your convenience, the
clear bin is now available at all hours. Especially
requested now are:
Canned goods/meats, Canned vegetables, especially
carrots, potatoes, sweet peas, rice, beans, pork &
beans, mac & cheese (a particular favorite!), soup.
Many also ask for soap and toothpaste. If you have an
extra unused toothbrush at home, these are often also
needed. Thank you for your help with this vital ministry!

The Rock
156 N. Scales St.

Sip Coffee House
Phyllis Graves
101 S. Scales St.
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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CHURCH STAFF:
• Rector
The Rt. Rev. William O. Gregg, Ph.D
704-280-5175
wgregg2000@gmail.com
• Organist
Kristin Farmer
336-349-3511, Ext. 104

LAY WORKERS:
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 336-349-7046

• Lay Reader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 336-932-2212
tjhamiii@att.net

• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Lori Bagliere
336-349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org

• Librarian
Susan Bullock 336-616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com

• Nursery Coordinator
Volunteer Needed

• Treasurer
Gayle Ferguson

336-342-3991

• Sexton
Diane Allen 336-349-3511
• Episcopal Day School Coordinators
Jeannette Eure

• Webmaster/Newsletter/Communications
John Bullock 336-327-2823
news@stthomasreidsville.org

Anne Donecker
Senior Warden
336-616-4293
aqdonecker@gmail.com

Tab Haigler
336-349-6047
thaigler@triad.rr.com

Susan Turner
336-349-7972
candsturner@yahoo.com

Jim McCloskey
Junior Warden
336-394-8463
jim_mccloskey@me.com

Gerry Montaigne
336-255-2783
G.Montaigne@yahoo.com

Jan Wheless
336-616-3075
janwheless@gmail.com

Kathy Gentle
336-508-7297
kathy.s.gentle@gmail.com

Joanne Piazza
336-349-8633
piazza_joanne@yahoo.com
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In December’s Tidings, I saw where
Jim Irvin had died. I did not know Jim
except in “passing the peace” or a brief
“hello” after our church service, but I
really wish our acquaintance had been
on a much deeper level. I look at the
obituary page more often than I ever
used to because I am at the stage in life
where I actually know some of the
people who are in this section of the
newspaper. Personally, I thought his
tribute one of the most beautiful of any I
have ever read.
Instead of listing his many
accomplishments, I was struck by his
love for his children and grandchildren
and the wisdom he tried to impart in
their lives. A portion of the article was
about Jim’s pleasure in attending their
school activities and rejoicing in their
successes. Jim appreciated nature and
felt it important to communicate this
passion to his children to pass on to
others. Other important lessons were

Photo courtesy of John & Gayle Ferguson

“to be committed”, “to show up”, and
“to complete projects they started.”
Actually, reading about Jim’s values is a
short-course in lessons-on-life.
Our love and thoughts go out to his
wife, Ginny, his three children, their
spouses, and nine grandchildren. I
know they are missing Jim but,
thankfully, so much of his loving spirit
still abides with them and through them.
Tom Balsley

Sunday December 26, 2021

Seated : Gayle Ferguson, Jonathan Romero, Caitlin F. Romero, Margaret
(Mollie) Francis Romero, John Ferguson Standing: John Romero
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facebook.com/StThomasReidsville

YouTube.com/user/StThomasReidsville

Sundays beginning about 9:45 a.m.

Watch Us Live

January 2022
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