St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
315 Lindsey Street

Reidsville, NC 27320

336-349-3511

December 2021

Christmas Eve
Eucharist
begins with
Carols
at 5:30 p.m.

WELCOME ALL!
www.StThomasReidsville.org

A Qualified Charitable Donation (QCD) or Required Minimum Distribution
(RMD) are two possible ways to pay your pledge and receive a tax benefit. When
your use a QCD or RMD to pay your pledge directly to the parish, your payment is
non-taxable/tax-exempt.
It is very simple to do. Ask your financial manager or broker to send the amount
of your pledge directly to St. Thomas Church. The payment must go directly to the
Church to qualify as tax-exempt. We will then deposit your payment. A record will
show up as a disbursement from your account on your monthly statement and on
your pledge account from St. Thomas.
This method of payment may also be used for any charitable donation you make.
Consult your financial advisor or broker about this method and the tax advantage for
you.
Holiday Office Hours:
Thanksgiving
The office will be closed from Noon on Wednesday, November 24.
Normal office hours will resume on Monday, November 29.

Christmas
The office will be closed from Noon on Christmas Eve (Friday).
Normal office hours will resume on Monday, January 3, 2022.

Dot Reilly's grandaughter, Mckinnly
Gourley Shumate gave birth to a son,
Easton Jett Shumate on August 27th.
She and her husband, Jeremy live in
North Wilkesboro.
Dot says, "Now I can say in addition
t o h a v i n g a FAV O R I T E s o n ,
FAV O R I T E g r a n d a u g h t e r a n d
FAV O R I T E g r a n d s o n , I h a v e a
FAVORITE great grandson.
PS....I
only have one of each!"
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I write at the beginning of Advent,
the season in which we prepare
ourselves – heart, soul, and mind – to
receive anew God's incarnation of God's
self in Jesus. This time of the Church
Year ist rich and wondrous, full of
expectation, anticipation, possibilities,
even hope. It is also a time of puzzlement
and mystery. The puzzlement is why
God would love us so much that God
would give God's self to us in Jesus so
that God's will for us to have life in
abundance in and with God will be
fulfilled. The puzzlement of Advent is
trying to wrap our minds around a
humanly inconceivable love, a love

which goes well beyond our capacity
either to understand or to do, a love that
pierces us to the deepest depths of our
heart and soul, leaving us speechless and
breathless, and overwhelmed. Love who
comes to us, Love Who waits patiently
for us to accept the invitation to
participate in life in God.
It is always temptation to a Bishop,
especially one who is also a systematic
theologian, to over think, over speak,
and/or over write on a topic. This time, I
turn to one of the Anglican saints of the
past, who says it rather better than I, and
more briefly, and who knew the Love
Who came down at Christmas:

Love III
Love bade me welcome. Yet my soul drew back
Guilty of dust and sin.
But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack
From my first entrance in,
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning,
If I lacked any thing.
A guest, I answered, worthy to be here:
Love said, You shall be he.
I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah my dear,
I cannot look on thee.
Love took my hand, and smiling did reply,
Who made the eyes but I?
Truth Lord, but I have marred them: let my shame
Go where it doth deserve.
And know you not, says Love, who bore the blame?
My dear, then I will serve.
You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat:
So I did sit and eat.
Source: George Herbert and the Seventeenth-Century Religious Poets (W. W. Norton and Company, Inc., 1978)

Advent hope and anticipation, Christmas joy, wonder, love and blessings.
Bishop William
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Stewardship Update: Joanne
Piazza reported that as of today, thirteen
(13) pledges have been received totaling
$48,660. Bishop William added that
some had taken his suggestion to
increase their previous pledge by 5.4%.
Joanne and Jim prepared and mailed 72
letters with pledge cards.
Finance – We each received two (2)
handouts:
1) The Treasurer's Report as of
October 2021 showed a positive
$1011.00, which is in line with our
budget for 2021.
2) The Financial Review – This was
presented to the Finance Committee and
Senior Warden, Anne Donecker on
October 14th by Geoff and Willie
Griffin from Berra Griffin Wealth
Management.
Tab Haigler discussed the meeting
and recommendations in detail. We
discussed our comfort level concerning
risks that are involved. The Vestry
elected to adopt an investment policy of
a balance between moderate risk for
income and growth from our
investments. This mid-level of risk and
growth best safeguards the principal and
provides maximum accessible income.
A comprehensive discussion of our
parish finances and planning going
forward was had. Financial oversight
and planning continues to be a major
responsibility and priority for the Vestry
in the exercise of its fiduciary
responsibilities.
Rector's Report – Bishop William
Gregg
Bishop William reported that the
Diocese has released 90% from the

Common Trust Fund to us. The
remaining 10% will be released to us in
January 2022. He reported that the
Reconciliation meetings at our
neighborhood churches have been
going well and the attendance and
conversations have been very good.
The revised Letter of Agreement has
been signed by Bishop Sam and it was
received today. This updates Bishop
William's position to Rector-timecertain and the definition of his work
week as 19 hours in compliance with the
Medicare definition of.
Thanksgiving – we will not have a
service again this year. Main Street
Methodist will be handling the
Community Thanksgiving Dinner.
Some of our members will be lending a
hand with this.
Bishop William reminded us of the
Annual Meeting that is scheduled for
November 21st.
Bishop William talked about
poinsettias for Christmas and feels we
need twenty-five (25). Once again, we
will ask the congregation to order them
at a cost of $12.00 each. He then told us
that the Ferguson family will be here on
Sunday, December 26th to baptize their
granddaughter.
B i s h o p Wi l l i a m w o u l d l i k e
suggestions on a possible activity for
parishioners starting in January. What
kind of activity, such as Bible Study, a
book study, or something else? Please
have your thoughts on this for our next
meeting. What are we interested in and
able to do and when – Sundays through
Wednesday mornings when he is here?
Senior Warden's Report – Anne
Donecker
Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4

Anne has the quarterly report from
the Day School. Cindy Teague is
resigning at the end of this year. The fall
plant sale was successful with a profit of
$3,125.00. Their next board meeting
will be held the middle of November.
She then said the Strong Foundation
Builders have finished repairs to the
chimney cap at the Rectory. The
basement door was done. There are
other repairs needed at the Rectory, but
these can wait until a later time. The
Rectory will need a garage door, deck
work (or replacement) and a covering
over the basement stairwell.
Next, Anne spoke with Jon Weston
about our Christmas donations to Help,
Inc. Jon said that he and Todd Walker
will organize this again this year. They
will have cards ready at the Annual
Meeting. Any cards left over will be
available through Lori in the office.
Anne will send us an e-mail with any
other information about contributing.
Junior Warden's Report – Tom
Balsley
The tree that was beside the shed was
removed by Charles McMillan. He still
has to do the needed clean-up to the left
of the Parish House. This work was
previously approved at a cost of $3,675.
The sign in front of the church needs
to be updated with the right time for our
Sunday service as it now reads 11:00
am. An e-mail will be sent for our
approval if it will cost more than $300.
Other work needed includes repainting the bathrooms and the outside
doors to the shed. Josh Kirk has
estimated $720 for 12 yards of mulch
plus labor. Also, there will be a charge of
$225 for pruning plants and cleaning up

the clippings. This needs to be done
before the mulch is put down. Bishop
William will look into finding the
funding for this work.
Anne Donecker told us the Salvation
Army is asking us for a donation this
year for the Kettle project. It was
suggested that we can designate all
loose offerings in December for them.
We also talked about bell ringing and
Anne will look into this and see if we
have people who can do this. [Note:
Starr McHugh will be collecting at the
door for the Salvation Army.]
Jan Wheless has researched helping
Afghanistan families who will locate to
our area. Presently, there are ten (10)
families that will be settling in Winston
Salem, and she is looking into what help
they will need. At this time, the main
thing the organization working with
them needs is financial aid. They need
housing, jobs and basic supplies. Jan
will e-mail information to each of us for
our consideration.
THANKSGIVING: There will be
no liturgy on Thanksgiving Day. A
joyous and blessed thanksgiving to each
of you and your loved ones.
CHRISTMAS: Christmas Eve
Eucharist will be at 5.30 p.m. We shall
sing carols beginning at 5.30 p.m.
Eucharist will begin at 5.45 p.m.-ish.
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December
12/1 Martha Balsley
12/3 Lars Mortenson
12/6 John Bullock
12/9 Jan Wheless
12/10 Jenny Johnson
12/12 Reid Teague Jr
12/14 Jonathan Gourley
12/14 Matthew Reilly
12/18 Tom Balsley
12/18 Clair Crowder
12/19 Hillary Martin
12/21 Bob Cook
12/23 Matt Blatchley
12/26 Bailey Hern
12/31 Ellen Garrett

Dale Fulton, Chm.
Cindy Scarborough
Alyson Hill

Happy Fall from the students and
teachers of EDS. It’s hard to believe we
are already at the end of November!
This month we enjoyed exploring
themes about goats and geese, and
eating gingerbread men for snack. “H”
week was all about hedgehogs and
horses, complete with stick horse relay
races! Ice, igloos, and iguanas rounded
out “I” week, and we’ve ended with an
in-school Thanksgiving feast for the
children on November 23rd. Blessings
to all of our St. Thomas family in this
holiday season!

Please pray for the repose of the
soul of
Jim Irvin
d. Friday November 12

Poinsettias may be given as Thank
Offerings or memorials for Christmas.
Information needs to be into the Office
no later than December 20. More
May he rest in peace, arise in glory,
details forthcoming.
and may light perpetual shine upon him.
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También de este lado hay sueños. On this side too, there are dreams.
A sign in Tijuana at the Mexican boarder

There has
been much
conversation as
of late about
immigrants
coming to
America. We
have not always
handled this
s i t u a t i o n
satisfactorily. We do not always treat
others well who look, speak, or act
differently than us. As to how to handle
the situation at the boarder of Mexico,
there is enough blame to go around for
everyone to have multiple servings.
Recently, the book club, to which I
belong, was assigned to read a bestselling book – American Dirt by
Jeanine Cummins. This is a gripping
story that includes many twists and
turns. At the center of the narrative is the
mother, Lydia, and her young son, Luca,
fleeing for their lives from drug lords in
the Mexican city of Acapulco. During a
raid at Lydia’s home, as the family is
preparing for a cousin’s fifteenth
birthday party, the drug cartel comes to
their house and kills sixteen family
members. Lydia’s husband, Sebastian,
is a journalist for the local newspaper
and this is the price his family has to pay
for his article revealing the crime
organization’s corruption. In 2020,
Mexico was the deadliest country in the
world to be a journalist.

shooting by hiding in the shower stall of
the bathroom. Immediately Lydia and
Luca’s flight from Acapulco is set in
motion. And, this is one of the reasons
people are fleeing to the United States –
to start a new life free of oppression and
persecution. The most difficult part of
their escaping Acapulco is their attempt
to go unnoticed by the cartel. Lydia
realizes that being a passenger on a train
or plane will leave a paper or electronic
trail and they would be caught by the
drug lords they are trying to elude.
Really, they wish they were invisible.
In order not to be discovered, Lydia and
Luca join two Honduran sisters who
teach them the skill of boarding a train
onto which they must jump in order to
make their way north. The scary part
about getting on the train is that one
false move, and the journey is over –
permanently.
Fifty-three days and 2,645 miles
from their home, Lydia, Luca, and the
tw o H o n d u ran s is ters arr iv e in
Maryland to start a new life. These
immigrants could be Salvadoran,
Guatemalan, Honduran, Mexican,
Haitian, Syrian, Afghan, or any
nationality. Mainly, though, they are
human beings. And what we all have in
common, is not our religion, but our
humanity.
Tom Balsley

Lydia and Luca escape the mass
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LONG TERM PRAYER LIST
for those in continuing serious
need but not in current crisis:
Jan Cardwell
Jimmy Carter
David Buckmaster Penny Barham
John & Elizabeth Stephanie Roberson
Daniel Lovelace
Garry Strader
Perry Gann
Gail Wakefield
Jacey Parks
Fred, Jr and Missy
Alex Beaton
Bailey
Frances Robinson Fred Bailey Sr
Donna Davis
Juanita Willis
Naomi Gullickson
Mary Gullickson
Linda Belton
Billy Agea
Hank Strader
Wayne Knox
Vicky Slaughter
Caitlyn Knox
Kay, Dallas, Lynn Robert
Elma
Donovant
Rev. John Burton Dud & Pat Apple
Beth Smith
Anderson Lake
James Talley
Andrew Wright
Diane Traynor
Forester Family
Tish Gemmill
James Hearn
Jonathan Gourley Sam
Anthony Roberson

WORSHIP PRAYER LIST
immediate or critical care list:

Kathy Smith
Janet Belton
Steve Craddock
Anne S
Mary Beth
June
Saxon family
Br. Stephen
Stan
Mike Fargis
Pierre & Marie
Noelle
Mary Cummings
Lisa
Francine Dunn
Jana
Addison & family
Cindy Sanders
Mary & family
Nathan & family
Mike Scarborough
Mitchell

Angela, Chris &
family
Claire
Susan
Bill S.
Sandra Strader
Jaime
Monica Bond
Joanne & Syd &
family

MILITARY PRAYER LIST
Michael McCloskey
Clair Crowder
Daniel Yount
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Ben Shepard
Forest Honeycutt
Jonathan Romero

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Hunter Noll
Jim Donecker

DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

October 3
The 19th Sunday after Pentecost

.
10:00 a.m.

.
32

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Café 99

October 10
The 20th Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 a.m.

29

October 17
The 21st Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 a.m.

28

October 24
The 22nd Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 a.m.

32

October 31
The 23rd Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 a.m.

30

November 7
All Saints’ Sunday

10:00 a.m.

27

Dave Gerrells
128 S. Scales St.

Freeway Automotive
2517 Richardson Dr.

November 14
The 25th Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 a.m.

25

November 21
The Last Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 a.m.

29

Mish Mosh
Tammy Melchert
119 S. Scales St.

The Rock
156 N. Scales St.

Thanks to all who have been contributing food to Fill the
Tub. The need is still prevalent. For your convenience, the
clear bin is now available at all hours. Especially
requested now are:
Canned goods/meats, Canned vegetables, especially
carrots, potatoes, sweet peas, rice, beans, pork &
beans, mac & cheese (a particular favorite!), soup.
Many also ask for soap and toothpaste. If you have an
extra unused toothbrush at home, these are often also
needed. Thank you for your help with this vital ministry!

Sip Coffee House
Phyllis Graves
101 S. Scales St.
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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CHURCH STAFF:
• Rector
The Rt. Rev. William O. Gregg, Ph.D
704-280-5175
wgregg2000@gmail.com
• Organist
Kristin Farmer
336-349-3511, Ext. 104

LAY WORKERS:
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 336-349-7046

• Lay Reader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 336-932-2212
tjhamiii@att.net

• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Lori Bagliere
336-349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org

• Librarian
Susan Bullock 336-616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com

• Nursery Coordinator
Volunteer Needed

• Treasurer
Gayle Ferguson

336-342-3991

• Sexton
Diane Allen 336-349-3511
• Episcopal Day School Coordinators
Jeannette Eure

• Webmaster/Newsletter/Communications
John Bullock 336-327-2823
news@stthomasreidsville.org

Anne Donecker
Senior Warden
336-616-4293
aqdonecker@gmail.com

Tab Haigler
336-349-6047
thaigler@triad.rr.com

Joanne Piazza
336-349-8633
piazza_joanne@yahoo.com

Tom Balsley
Junior Warden
336-349-3638
tom.balsley06@gmail.com

Starr McHugh
336-342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com

Jan Wheless
336-616-3075
janwheless@gmail.com

Laura Felts
336-349-4554
laurafelts@att.net

Gerry Montaigne
336-255-2783
G.Montaigne@yahoo.com
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From our St. Thomas’ Photo Archives

"Dare London Grogan told my then spouse (Bonnie, now deceased 2013) and
Sid Baker that they could have the manger stable that Bethany Elementary School
built and used for their Christmas play. So, they went up to Bethany and got their
little...choke, choke mangers stable and hauled it back to Reidsville. They were in
charge of the Christmas Pageant at St. Thomas. When they pulled up with it on the
backend. I told them there was NO WAY they were going to be able to get it through
the front door of the church and up where the choir sits. When they came to that
realization, they went with the traditional small manger. End of story. It was a funny
thing at the time!!"
(from Danny Booker)

We are beginning the process of
preparing new Parish Directories for
everyone which will be distributed after
the first of the new year. Please be sure
that the office has all of your current
information. You may also want to let us
know if you no longer have or use your
land line phone.

St. Thomas Epi

scopal Church

DIREC TORY

315 Lindsey St.,

Reidsville, NC
27320
336-349-3511
StThomasReidsville
.org
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(Members & Visitors

as of 6/28/21)
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facebook.com/StThomasReidsville

YouTube.com/user/StThomasReidsville

Sundays beginning about 9:45 a.m.

Watch Us Live

December 2021

Return Service Requested

315 Lindsey Street
Reidsville, NC 27320
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