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Electronic Giving
Beginning in January, 2015
St. Thomas is pleased to announce
the introduction of an electronic option
for making regular pledge contributions
or donations. They can now be debited
automatically from your checking or
savings account. Our new electronic
giving program offers convenience for
you and much-needed donation
consistency for our congregation.

An authorization form with
“Frequently Asked Questions” listed on
the back are included in this newsletter
for your use. If you decide to participate
in electronic giving, complete the
authorization form and either deliver or
mail it to the church office. Additional
forms are also available from the church
office.
Ken Avery,
Treasurer

If you are currently giving on a
regular, re-occurring basis, you will no
longer need to write out checks or
prepare envelopes. And, when travel,
illness or other circumstances prevent
you from attending services, this
program will allow your contributions
to continue on an uninterrupted basis.

Episcopal Day School
Happy 2015 to our friends at St.
Thomas! We hope everyone has a great
year. It's hard to believe that our
preschool year is almost at the halfway
mark.
We had a short month during
December with our Christmas and New
Year break starting mid-month. We still
had time to learn new things and review
what we have already gone over. We
also made our monthly trip to story time
at the library where Ms. Jacky read
Christmas stories to our class. Before
we left on break, we had a birthday party
for Jesus with cake and ice cream and
other treats. Each child made an
ornament for their parents' Christmas

gift.
During the month of December, our
preschool classes collected canned food
for the Reidsville Outreach Center.
Before we left for break, Tom Ham
visited the school and spoke to our kids
about the food collection and how it will
be distributed at ROC to families in
need.
Registration packets for the fall
2015-2016 school year will be available
late January or early February. They
will be available in the church office or
from any teacher. For questions
concerning registration, please call the
school at 349-3511 x106.
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A Message from Bishop Curry
In case you missed it in the
December 24 “Please Note” diocesan
e-newsletter, here is this Christmas
message and blessing from Bishop
Curry:
My Brothers and Sisters,
I am so very thankful to God and to
you who have prayed, sent a card, a
message or a thought. I have been
strangely aware of being prayed for.
Beyond any discernible outcomes or
proof in the pudding, prayer matters!
We are deeply connected in more ways
than we know. The prophet Malachi
once rhetorically asked, "Have we not
all one father? Has not one God created
us?" (2:10)
We each are here for however long
because of the same God who created
us. And because of that we are deeply
connected to each other as children of
the One God who is the Creator of us all.
Prayer matters! So thank you!
Since the diocesan offices are closed
from Christmas Eve until New Years it
occurred to me that this might be the
best time to send both a Christmas
message and a personal update to you.
Please know that I am doing well and
on the mend. Because of the
extraordinary work of Bishop HodgesCopple and the remarkable staff of our
diocese, I have been able to take time to
rest and to heal. I am very grateful to
them. I have a follow up visit with the
surgeon this Friday. Based on our
conversation before leaving the hospital
and assuming all is proceeding as I
sense that it is, I am planning to resume
my duties with the new year.
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I truly believe that the heart of
Christmas can be found in this: God
came among us in the person of Jesus to
show us the way beyond the nightmares
of our own devisings and into the dream
of God's intending.
I am not one who bemoans the
commercialization of Christmas or the
usual list of Christmas cultural
complaints. Anything that brings people
together, brings a little more happiness,
maybe a tad more caring, even if just for
a while, is a blessing, however small.
For those of us who follow Jesus, our
celebration of Christmas is an
opportunity for a renewed commitment
to this Jesus, to his way of love, and to
God's work in our world.
May these words composed by the
late Howard Thurman some years ago
be a blessing for us, and through us, for
the world.
When the song of the angels is
stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are
home,
When the shepherds are back with
their flock,
The work of Christmas begins.
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among brothers,
To make music in the heart.
Blessed Advent and Christmas.
+Michael
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Prayer Lists
PRAYER LIST FOR CONTINUING
NEED & DAILY PRAYERS
Charles Roberson
Naomi Gullickson
David Buckmaster
Amanda G
Vicky Slaughter
Janey Vernon
Perry Gann
Jacey Parks
Winter
Ken Schneider
James
Rev. Doug McLeroy
Alex Beaton
Dud & Pat Apple
Daniel Bailey
Betty F. Sigmon
Mary Gullickson
Fred Jr and Sr
Billy Agea
Michelle & Darrel Roberson
Stephanie Roberson
Barbara & Ron Davenport
Kay, Dallas, Lynn Donuvant
Rev. John Burton
Vivian Stikeleather
Mary Floyce Sigmon
John & Elizabeth
Wanda Fields
Inez Donathan
Rusty Citty

WORSHIP PRAYER LIST
Plum Trent
Bob Nichols
Catherine Conte
Patrick Haley
Marian Safriet
Jamie Jackson
Amber Yanis
Elaine Cook
Bob Love

Eric Phillippe
Daniel Lovelace
Jimmy Trotter
Mike Cooper
Frances Robinson
Larry Carlson
Mike Joyce
Daffy Belton
Pam Hockaday
Andrew Wright
Laura Stone
Ken Howard
Emily Poindexter
Madison Greer
Dave Reynolds
The Forster Family
Charmaine Sarpong
Shelton Fields
Don Gwarek

MILITARY PRAYER LIST
Randy Williamson
Ben Shepherd
Ethan Rodgers
Wesley Welch
Heather Meier-Gallana
Katy Couron
Jericho Gallana
Christina Bozzacco
Amanda Altman
Bo Bethea
Charles Spencer
Tommy Mancino
Adam Wilson
Lance Hash
Edward Allen
April & Jim Donecker
Chris Miles
Lathrop Smith IV
Patti Bethea
Robert Murray
Spencer & Monet Wilson Roger Greer, Jr.
Ralph Clayton
Caleb Butt
Michael McCloskey
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Thoughts on Stewardship
As many of us become older, we may
have questions about the religious
aspects of our lives that possibly we
have not previously examined. A
subject I have thought about of late is
prayer. What is to be said about this
important subject?
Recently, in The New Yorker there
was a rather amusing cartoon featuring a
grandfatherly God-figure sitting in a
chair, holding a computer in his lap.
This figure has an astonished look as the
caption reads: “God finds all the prayers
of mankind in his spam folder.”
Although this gave me a chuckle, it
caused me to think seriously about what
I consider to be true or not true
concerning our conversations with God.
While I certainly do not believe the
spam folder contains our prayers, it has
made me wonder how prayer works. I
do not think that God is like a Santa
Claus to whom we send daily requests
for him to perform. Or as the devotion
in the Forward Day by Day when an
author wrote: “God is not the bellhop in
the sky.” I also find it challenging to
accept that God would heal certain
people or rescue a select few from
disaster and deny others. I do believe as
the world was set in motion, events
happen as a result of the laws of nature –
gravity for instance. God is not an
omnipotent power waiting to intervene.
And prayer is not an avenue to implore a
supernatural being to do something we
cannot do for ourselves.
Because we are human, we picture
God in human form. Whatever God is
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or is not, we often imagine God
according to our humanness. As a child,
I believed that God was a giant person
who had unlimited powers. Ironically,
we Christians talk about ourselves being
created “in the image of God,” but the
fact is God is more often created in the
human image.
Prayer is a complex subject. I do
believe it is more than conveying
thoughts; it requires action as well –
sometimes a commitment of time and
money.
But, in addition, it is our
developing a closer relationship with
God's spirit so that our lives can more
clearly reflect those attributes of Jesus
in that we are more gracious, loving,
giving, compassionate, and thankful. It
is in moving toward that realm of being
where we are evolving and becoming all
that we can be and all that we are meant
to be.
Tom Balsley

Vestry Changes
Congratulations to our recently
e l e c t e d Ve s t r y m e m b e r s : A l e x
Melchert, Alyson Hill, and Ben Neal
and thank you for your willingness to
serve!
Many thanks also for your service to
outgoing Vestry members: Todd
Walker, Jim McCloskey, and Laura
Felts.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Church Directory

In Loving Memory

We are making an effort to be sure Please pray for the repose of the soul of
that we have up-to-date contact
Susan Neal
information for everyone as we prepare
d. December 22, 2014
to publish a new church directory.
Please contact Lou in the office
(336-349-3511) and be sure that we
have your correct mailing address,
email address, and any phone numbers
(home, work, cell) that you would like
to have included in the new directory.

Please also keep Ben and the rest
of her family
in your prayers
as they mourn their loss.
May light perpetual shine upon her.

Where is Waldo?
Where is Waldo? Starting Sunday,
January 4th and running through
Sunday, February 8th, St. Thomas will
have its own version of “Where is
Waldo”. The Waldo in question will be
a mistake(s) found in the bulletin each
Sunday. In order to play, you must
come to church and receive a bulletin.
Please don’t look for the Waldo(s)
during the sermon! Once you have
found the goof(s), circle it/them, put
your name on the bulletin and drop in
the box in the Narthex before
Wednesday, February Feb 11th. Don’t
let your neighbor influence you – you
may find a goof we didn’t know was
there. The winner will receive 2 tickets
for the Pancake Supper on Tuesday,
February 17th and a Where is Waldo
book. In case of a tie, a drawing will be
held before the Pancake Super.

Thank You!
John and I are very happy to
announce another successful season of
support for the Holiday Shop at Help
Inc. We truly appreciate everyone’s
participation. Through your kindness
and generosity you have brightened the
Christmas of those in need.
Wi t h o u r t h a n k s , a n d M e r r y
Christmas to all.
Todd Walker and John Weston

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Thank you Electric Systems, Inc.!
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“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

November 30
The 1st Sunday of Advent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

14
48

December 7
The 2nd Sunday of Advent

10:00 a.m.

13
65

December 14
The 3rd Sunday of Advent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

14
37

December 21
The 4th Sunday of Advent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

28
40

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Dynamic Fitness
156 N. Scales St.

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive
Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Financial Report - General Operating Fund
Quarter Ending
9/30/2014

YTD thru
9/30/2014

Revenues

38,561

127,760

Expenses

43,053

128,621

Difference

(4,492)

(861)

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
through the valley
alone.
When you’re ready to
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
listen.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector

•

•

•

•

•

• Youth Leader
The Very Rev. Dr. Richard “Rick” Miles
Tommy Thorn 616-0800
349-3511, Ext. 102
lthorn2@triad.rr.com
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
Organist
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Kristen Farmer
Tom Ham 932-2212
349-3511, Ext. 104
tjhamiii@att.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Choral Director
D'aun Miles
• Librarian
336-349-5090
Susan Bullock 616-1029
daunmiles@gmail.com
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
Lou Ann Boaz
jim_mccloskey@me.com
349-3511, Ext. 101
• ECW
office@stthomasreidsville.org
Jeanne Horsley 342-2869
susyandbill@triad.rr.com
Nursery Coordinator
• Men’s Club
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Treasurer
Ken Avery 419-0538
Sextons
• Webmaster
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
John Bullock 616-1029
Diane Allen 349-3511
john@mygraphicdetails.com

• Episcopal Day School Coordinators
Edie Stadler
Jeannette Eure

Vestry
Gayle Fergson
Senior Warden
342-3991 (Home)
932-3991 (Cell)
weswim2@bellsouth.net

Janet DeBerry
375-7073
donathan1008@aol.com

Bill Horsley
342-2869
susyandbill@triad.rr.com

Tom Ham
Junior Warden
932-2212
tjhamiii@att.net

Don Gwarek
349-5074
dgwarek@outlook.com

Alex Melchert
552-3371
amelchert1@aol.com

Sarah Cobb
932-0726
sarahlee51@bellsouth.net

Alyson Hill
801-719-8426
Alysin1961@yahoo.com

Ben Neal
349-3945
bneal1001@triad.rr.com
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ECW Christmas Gathering
Photo courtesy of Susan Bullock
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