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St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
315 Lindsey Street
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336-349-3511

The
Festival of
Lessons & Carols

Sunday December 8
11:00 AM
www.StThomasReidsville.org

December 2013

Special Christmas Services
Tuesday December 24
10:30 pm Special Music
11:00 pm Holy Eucharist

Wednesday December 25
10:00 am Holy Eucharist

2

www.StThomasReidsville.org

The Shepherd’s Response
Luke 2: 8-20

About a week ago I got fed up; fed up
with what I was listening to on the car
radio. Most of you know that I’m
something of a political junkie, and this
facet of my personality comes across
when choosing what to tune into on the
radio while driving. Frankly, given how
distracted (and worked-up) I get from
these talk-shows, it’s a miracle I haven’t
driven off the road years ago.

“When the angels had left them and
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another,”

Well, as I said, about a week ago I got
fed up with all that. I turned the dial.
Instantly, strains of Christmas carols
were pumping through all ten speakers
in my car. Being in a bad mood already,
I was not pleased by this occurrence of
yuletide messaging. All the usual
objections flashed through my brain:
“What? Christmas already?”; “Wow!
Madison Ave. just can’t wait, can
it?”;“Why does THIS have to happen
every year to my favorite music
station?”

Shepherd #2. The Rationalist
Response:
“We have simply witnessed a unique
astronomical phenomenon; the
conjunction of spheroids in the
ionosphere accompanied by an amazing
display of sonic waves.”

Strangely, though, I didn’t turn away.
The music, and its message of hope and
cheer, was conquering my grumpiness. I
was actually starting to feel good inside
my head. My inner Grinch vanished,
and all that was left for several minutes
was a three-sizes-larger heart full of
warmth and contentment.
Then it hit me: how you and I arrive
at Christmas this year will depend
entirely on how we respond to its
message. Consider, for a moment, how
the Shepherds responded to the message
of that first Christmas. They didn’t have
to respond as they did.

Shepherd #1. The Purely Emotional
Response:
“Oh, wasn’t it wonderful! What
a sight! The singing was beautiful! The
lights were super! Oh, I’ll remember
this as long as I live!”

Shepherd #3. The Psychological
Response:
“This can all be explained by the
high state of nervous tension created by
living in a time of political insecurity,
personal disappointment, unfulfilled
ambitions, and unfounded hopes of a
“white knight” deliverer.”
Shepherd #4. The Pragmatic
Response:
“So we saw some bright stars and
heard some singing. We still have sheep
to take care of. The night’s only half
over and so is our shift. If there’s a baby
in Bethlehem he’ll still be there in the
morning.”
Shepherd #5. The Indifferent
Response:
“(Yawn). What’s all the fuss about?
How do you expect me to sleep with all
Continued on page 5
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Episcopal Day School
Merry Christmas from the students
and teachers at EDS! We hope you have
a joyous Christmas season!
We’ve had a lot of fun during
N o v e m b e r . We c e l e b r a t e d
Thanksgiving by learning why we
celebrate and by having our own feast
on our last day before Thanksgiving
break. The children and parents brought
in their favorite food to share with
everyone. Our visit from the fire
department was postponed but we look
forward to having the fire truck visit us
in December.

available in the church office or from
any teacher at the end of January. We
are expecting limited openings so please
don’t delay if you are interested.
As you are doing your Christmas
baking, please don’t forget to cut out
your General Mills BoxTops for
Education labels. We average about
$100 each year from this fund-raiser.
Thank you!
We wish you all a wonderful, safe
and warm Christmas as we celebrate the
birth of Jesus.

Registration for fall 2014 will begin
in late January. If you need an
information packet, they will be

Annual Soup Kitchen Brunch
Annual Soup Kitchen Brunch
December 7, 2013
10:00 AM
Tickets are $20.00
Questions? Call:
Stephanie Trent – 342-4151
Susan Turner – 349-7972
Dot Shelton – 342-2433
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The Shepherd’s Response (continued)

Continued from page 3

this racket going on!”
Shepherd #6. The Faith Response:
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see
this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us.”
Question #1: Which shepherd’s
response comes the closest to our
response?
Question #2: Which shepherd found
the Savior in Bethlehem?

The Lord bless you as you prepare
for the Advent / Christmas / Epiphany
season ahead of us. May your worship
be filled with celebration, your homes
glow with the light and warmth of love
and friendship, and your hearts and
spirits be lifted into joyous song and
revelry at the Good News of everything
that our Lord's birth means for us all.
GOD BLESS US, (and ours, and
theirs, and whomever else's) EVERY
ONE!
Peace,
Fr. Rick

Care Packages
We wish to support our college
students with care packages again this
year. Please bring food/snack items that
would be appropriate to mail in shoe
boxes so we can surprise them around
final exam time! Bring those items in
and put them in a box designated for
such which will be at the back of the
church when you arrive. The last day to
bring items will be Monday November
24. Also, if you wish for a care package
to be mailed to someone in college,
please give name and complete address
to Lou in the Church office prior to the
deadline.

Christmas Services

Continued on
Tuesday December
24page 4

10:30 pm Special Music
11:00 pm Holy Eucharist

Wednesday December 25
10:00 am Holy Eucharist
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Prayer Lists
PRAYER LIST FOR CONTINUING
NEED & DAILY PRAYERS
Charles Roberson
Naomi Gullickson
David Buckmaster
Amanda G
Ezra Roberson
Vicky Slaughter
Janey Vernon
Eric Phillippe
Perry Gann
Jacey Parks
Linda
Winter
Ken Schneider
James
Peggy Pearce
Dud & Pat Apple
Daniel Bailey
Betty F. Sigmon
Mary Gullickson
Fred Jr and Sr
Billy Agea
Michelle & Darrel Roberson
Stephanie Roberson
Barbara & Ron Davenport
Kay,Dallas,Lynn Donuvant
Otis Hutcherson
Rev. John Burton
Hal Greeson
Vivian Stikeleather
Mary Sigmon
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WORSHIP PRAYER LIST
Plum Trent
Mavis Simon
Alex Beaton
Daniel Chaney
Phillip Simon
Rodney Cook
Wanda Fields
Sandy Robinson
Kris Rogers
Dottie Worth
Catherine Conte
Marian Safriet
Anne Montaigne
John & Elizabeth
Laura Stone
Melonie Behan
David Deberry
Elaine Cook
Jerry Welch
Bob Love
Margo Jolly
MILITARY PRAYER LIST
Randy Williamson
Ethan Rodgers
Heather Meier-Gallana
Jericho Gallana
Amanda Altman
Michael McCloskey
Ben Shepherd
Wesley Smith IV
Spencer & Monet Wilson
Ralph Lee Clayton
Patti Bethea
Lathrop Smith IV
Katy Couron
Christina Bozzacco
Charles Spencer
Bo Bethea
Adam Wilson
Tommy Mancino
Edward Allen
Chris Miles
Jim Donecker
Lance Hash
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Thoughts on Stewardship
Several years ago I remember a
billboard-like sign behind the former
Wilkerson Funeral Home on Main
Street. You could see it as you came up
Harrison Street toward Main and it said,
“For what does it profit a man if he gains
the whole world and loses his soul in the
process.” I am not a person who is
drawn to religious signage, but this
particular message was a spiritual
compass for me every time I observed it.
Lately, I have thought about this verse
from Matthew’s gospel and how it is so
relevant to certain events we all can
relate to.
Recently we had an election in
Reidsville and a candidate chose to run
by rather unscrupulous means, claiming
to live at a certain address that was not
actually his residence. In sports we hear
about professional athletes that use
performance enhancing drugs. Most of
these athletes have been caught in
repeated lies while trying to defend
themselves and in the end they find
themselves the outcasts of a game where
they were so revered (take Lance
Armstrong or Alex Rodriguez for
example). Any unprincipled efforts of
people attempting to advance their own
careers in business, in politics, or in
finance never ends well when the
deception is discovered by the general
public. We can see for ourselves how an
ordeal like “Madoff’s Ponzi Scheme”
turned out – lives wrecked, prison
terms, fortunes lost, among other
tragedies.
I can still recall a portion of a sermon
given some forty years ago by our

former priest, Bill Tyte. That Sunday he
gave us this sage advice. He said upon
making a decision: if someone that you
respect commits a certain act, would
you approve of it? Or, if you perform
that action, would you be okay with any
and everybody knowing about it?” To
put it another way, would it read well on
the front page of the newspaper? Good
words and good advice to live our lives
by.
Tom Balsley

Fill the Tub
Please help us reach
out to others in our
community by
donating nonperishable items for
the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for December are:

sweet peas,
carrots,
mixed vegetables,
pork & beans,
corn, any fruit or vegetables
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!
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Caroling & Festival of Lessons & Carols

Christmas Caroling on Saturday,
December 14th: The Choir invites you
to go Christmas caroling for our ShutIns. We will meet at the church at 1 pm
and caravan to sites together. If you
have a shut-in family member or close
friend whom you
would like
treated to
caroling, please
contact D’aun
Miles 349-5090
or email at
daunmiles@gma
i l . c o m .
Deadline for
submitted
names is
Sun., 12/1.
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The Festival of Lessons & Carols is
a wonderful service. It is an aural
experience of storytelling and music.
The lessons are not printed so that the
ear receives what the heart will hold. It
is a way to immerse yourself in the
Advent/Christmas sounds so that you
may emerge “in the mood” for the
season.
Plan to come and bring your friends!

www.StThomasReidsville.org

D’aun Miles

“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

16
55

Dynamic Fitness

November 10
25th Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m..
Annual Meeting

62

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive

November 17
26th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

18
40

November 24
Last Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

8
45

November 3
24th Sunday after Pentecost

156 N. Scales St.

Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
October 2013 Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 14,725.00 $ 142,191.00
Total Revenue
When you’re ready to
Total Operations Expenses $ 16,588.00 $ 139,618.00
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
$ 2,573.00
- $ 1,863.00
Difference
listen.

Pledge Report

16
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector

•

•

•

•

•

•

• Youth Leader
The Very Rev. Dr. Richard “Rick” Miles
Tommy Thorn 616-0800
349-3511, Ext. 102
lthorn2@triad.rr.com
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
Organist
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Kristen Farmer
Tom Ham 932-2212
349-3511, Ext. 104
tjhamiii@att.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
Choral Director
• Librarian
D'aun Miles
Susan Bullock 616-1029
336-349-5090
susanhbullock@gmail.com
daunmiles@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
jim_mccloskey@me.com
Lou Ann Boaz
• ECW
349-3511, Ext. 101
Jeanne Horsley 342-2869
office@stthomasreidsville.org
susyandbill@triad.rr.com
Janet DeBerry
Nursery Coordinator
donathan1008@aol.com 375-7073
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
Sextons
Ken Avery 419-0538
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
• Pledge Treasurer
Diane Allen 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-8633
• Webmaster
Episcopal Day School Administrator
John Bullock 616-1029
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Parker Graham
Senior Warden
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Janet DeBerry
375-7073
donathan1008@aol.com

Chris Hicks
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Jim McCloskey
Junior Warden
349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com

Laura Felts
349-4554
minnielaura@att.net

Elisabeth Pugh
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Sarah Cobb
932-0726
sarahlee51@bellsouth.net

Don Gwarek
349-5074
dgwarek@triad.rr.com

Todd Walker
342-9632
ToddJon5@triad.rr.com
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Poinsettia Orders
If you would like to place a poinsettia in the church for Christmas, please
complete the information below and place it in the offering plate or call the church
office (349-3511).

Please Print
# Poinsettias ($10.00 each) _______________
Given for

(Please check one): In Memory _____

In Honor _____

Given by:
Phone number:
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Wednesday December 25
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist

Tuesday December 24
10:30 PM Caroling & Special Music
11:00 PM Holy Eucharist

Special Christmas Services
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