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Please consider becoming a sustainer!
sus·tain [suh-steyn]
verb (used with object)
1. to support, hold, or bear up from
below; bear the weight of, as a structure.
2. to bear (a burden, charge, etc.).
3. to undergo, experience, or suffer
(injury, loss, etc.); endure without
giving way or yielding.
4. to keep (a person, the mind, the
spirits, etc.) from giving way, as under
trial or affliction.
5. to keep up or keep going, as an
action or process: to sustain a
conversation.
Fall is the time for all financial
campaigns—UNC TV, NPR and its
assorted stations, your college fund and
its athletic programs—and of course,
the church. Perhaps it is because
stewardship is one of my
responsibilities this year, but I have
been contemplating the recent trend in
money raising campaigns which invites
the listener to become a “sustainer”.
The fund-raising ploy is simple: Put
your pledge on a credit card or draft and
(1) we will leave you alone for at least a
year, (2) you don’t have to write a check,
(3) the cause has a guarantee of income
for a set period, and most importantly,
(4) you qualify for ALL the prizes that
are and will be on offer—not just the
premium being offered at the time you
make your call and offer your support.
Honestly, the combination of reasons 1

and 4 prove to make the idea of
sustaining difficult to ignore.
But sustaining is a two way street. It
isn’t just a burden. I offer you the
definitions above as proof. St. Thomas
sustains US—the congregational
community.
When one in the
community is in need, St. Thomas is
there to support and nurture.
The
church is a safety net for all of us that
helps us keep going, to not give way, to
maintain purpose and mission in living
our faith—to give sustenance and to
receive it.
When we sustain, we qualify for all
the prizes that St. Thomas has to offer,
including things we can’t know we will
require. In the next few days, you will
be receiving a mailing asking for your
support of St. Thomas and its mission in
2014. Please prayerfully consider your
pledge and become a sustainer!
--Gayle Ferguson

Annual Meeting
Sunday
November 10
Combined 10:00
Service
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Episcopal Day School
We hope everyone at St. Thomas’ is
having a great fall. This is a fun time in
preschool because we get to go to the
pumpkin patch! The children visited
Tuttle Farms and enjoyed a lot of
different fall activities. Each child
returned with a pumpkin! We also
enjoyed a Halloween party with
costumes, snacks, crafts and in-house
trick-or-treating!
We continue working on our letters,
numbers, colors and shapes. The
children are doing a great job in both
classes. They are having a lot of fun
learning. If you get a chance, check out
some of their work in the Parish House.
There is usually a table or two of
artwork out drying.

Unfortunately, we have to say goodbye to our two year old assistant, Casey
Piech, as she has been offered a fulltime position. The children enjoyed
having her in the class and she will be
missed by both the kids and the teachers.
Our fund-raising efforts have been
productive so far. We made just over
$1,100 on our mum sale and our most
recent submission of BoxTops brought
in $70. Thank you to everyone who
helps us in raising money for school
expenses. Keep sending in your
BoxTops. We will send in another
submission at a later date.
Everyone at EDS wishes you a great
Thanksgiving!

ECW Fall Bazaar
We would like to thank everyone
who helped with the Bazaar. From
setting up to cleaning up, all those
willing (or maybe coerced) hands made
it a success. A special thanks to Dot
Shelton for making her tomato basil and
vegetable beef soup with help from her
cooking crew of Janet DeBerry,
Suzanne Howard, Alyson Hill, Betty
Melchert, Parker Graham, plus chief
soup stirrer, Steve Worth. All those
delicious and very tempting cakes, pies,
and bread made the bake sale table a
busy place. No St. Thomas Bazaar
would be complete without Dot
Ferneyhough’s jams, jellies and
pickles. All of these things made our day
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a success. For anyone unable to attend,
we have some soup for sale at $5 a quart.
You better grab it up because we have
been told these are the best batches yet!
Raffle winners:
Quilt – Edie Cooper – Joanne
Piazza’s sister (we think)
$100 Gas – Kay Diehl (who drives a
large truck)
$50 cash – Someone called Caitlin
Miles
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Vestry Highlights
Fr. Rick convened the meeting at St.
Thomas Episcopal Church on October
14, 2013 at 7:00 pm with an opening
prayer. Members present: Fr. Rick,
Parker Graham, Sarah Cobb, Don
Gwarek, Elisabeth Pugh, Janet
DeBerry, Todd Walker, Laura Felts and
Jim McCloskey. Absent: Chris Hicks.
Fr. Rick provided a meditation
exercise for the vestry members on
Proverbs 3: 5-8.
Ken Avery provided the Treasurer’s
Report. Copies of the reports were
distributed and reviewed. The vestry
designated 5th Sunday offerings to go to
the Outreach Center.
An addition/clarification for the
August, 2013 vestry meeting minutes is
as follows: It was recommended by the
Endowment Committee that any future
deposits from St. Thomas Endowment
Funds are to be deposited with the CTF
at the discretion of the St. Thomas
Endowment Committee. This was on
the original proposal submitted.
The Rector’s Report: The Annual
Parish Meeting is scheduled for Sunday,
November 10, 2013 at 10 am. There
will be one service followed by the
annual meeting. Fr. Rick attended the
Clergy Conference last week and he will
be proposing a book study for the
congregation related to a conference
speaker. It will focus on the Holy Spirit
and details will be forthcoming. Fr.
Rick said that D’aun reported the music
library from a recently closed church

was not a viable option for St. Thomas.
Kristen Farmer was voted in by the
vestry as our new organist.
The Senior Warden’s Report:
Parker reported that a 2nd copier has
been donated to St. Thomas by the Irvin
Family. It may need a new drum but the
vestry decided it would be worthwhile
to purchase the drum if this is the case so
we will have a backup to our main
copier. During the Annual Parish
Meeting we will need to re-vote on the
by-laws and resend them to the Diocese
because they were not received on time
last year.
The repair work and
replacement window at the back of the
church should be completed by the end
of this month. Janet DeBerry is getting
estimates on carpeting this week for
possibly replacing the worn carpet in the
church. A stove warranty will not be
purchased for the rectory.
The Junior Warden’s Report: Jim
reported that two parishioners have
volunteered use of their ladders
whenever the church needs them. There
is more gutter work to be done before
winter weather arrives.
Other Ministry areas:
Fellowship and Parish Life:
Stewardship education is continuing.
Fr. Rick suggested that we think of ways
to get together for fellowship. The
vestry had some ideas, but if the
congregation has any ideas, we would
like to hear from the congregation as
well.
Continued on page 7
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Prayer Lists
PRAYER LIST FOR CONTINUING
NEED & DAILY PRAYERS
Charles Roberson
Naomi Gullickson
David Buckmaster
Amanda G
Ezra Roberson
Vicky Slaughter
Janey Vernon
Eric Phillippe
Perry Gann
Jacey Parks
Sue Joyce
Linda
Winter
Ken Schneider
James
Peggy Pearce
Dud & Pat Apple
Daniel Bailey
Betty F. Sigmon
Mary Gullickson
Fred Jr and Sr
Billy Agea
Michelle & Darrel Roberson
Stephanie Roberson
Barbara & Ron Davenport
Kay,Dallas,Lynn Donuvant
Otis Hutcherson
Rev. John Burton
Hal Greeson
Vivian Stikeleather
Mary Sigmon
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WORSHIP PRAYER LIST
Plum Trent
Mavis Simon
Alex Beaton
Daniel Chaney
Phillip Simon
Rodney Cook
Wanda Fields
Sandy Robinson
Kris Rogers
Dottie Worth
Catherine Conte
Marian Safriet
Anne Montaigne
John & Elizabeth
Laura Stone
Melonie Behan
David Deberry
Elaine Cook
Jerry Welch
Bob Love
Margo Jolly
MILITARY PRAYER LIST
Randy Williamson
Ethan Rodgers
Heather Meier-Gallana
Jericho Gallana
Amanda Altman
Michael McCloskey
Ben Shepherd
Wesley Smith IV
Spencer & Monet Wilson
Ralph Lee Clayton
Patti Bethea
Lathrop Smith IV
Katy Couron
Christina Bozzacco
Charles Spencer
Bo Bethea
Adam Wilson
Tommy Mancino
Edward Allen
Chris Miles
Jim Donecker
Lance Hash
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Thoughts on Stewardship
I have just finished watching the
evening news on CBS. There is a
segment showing a navy vessel rescuing
128 men from a raft afloat in the
Mediterranean Sea. These men from
Somalia, Gambia, Nigeria, Senegal, and
Sierra Leone are seeking asylum and
hoping to find work by landing on the
coasts of Malta and Italy. The Syrian
civil war and unrest in Egypt and other
Arab and African countries are
increasing the flood of refugees. As
many as 550 migrants have recently
drowned as their boats capsized in the
waters between Libya and the Italian
island of Lampedusa. Refugee camps
are overflowing with some having as
many as 700 people and only 200 beds.
On any given night we hear news
stories similar to the above. When I
contemplate the enormous sum of
human misery in this world, it does not
require much of me to be utterly and
completely grateful. When I think
about it, I am one of the few very
fortunate people on this planet. I have a
house with hot and cold water at the
touch of a faucet and electricity at the
flip of a switch. My windows are strong
and my roof is solid and protecting.
Inside my home it is warm when it is
cold outside and light when it is dark.
I had steady employment with work I
enjoyed. I have a wonderful wife and
family and a wealth of incredible friends
and neighbors. I have a car that will take
me wherever I wish to go. I have food,
clothing, and shoes. I live in a country
where I have the freedom to say what is
on my mind and to worship as I desire. I

even have a hospital and library within
minutes of my house.
On November 28, our country has
set aside a special day for us to pause
and consider our many benefits. But
shouldn’t we strive to live a life of
continuous thanksgiving for all the good
we have and are experiencing in our
sojourn here on earth? We are so
blessed – more than we can even
imagine.
Tom Balsley

Vestry Highlights (cont.)
Continued from page 5

Christian Formation and
Education: Fr. Rick reports that Rite
13 is going well for the teenagers. Jim
remains optimistic that we will have
children (ages 2+) attend the youngest
class on Sunday mornings at 9:45 am.
Outreach: Laura reported The
Augustine Literacy project is still being
reviewed to see if this is a good idea to
pursue at St. Thomas. It is a big
commitment but a worthwhile one if we
pursue the project. The training is
intensive and structured for volunteers.
The children can learn and take it home
to help their families. The vestry agreed
that we will be supporting families at
Christmas like we typically do.
After Compline, the meeting was
adjourned at 9:20 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Sarah R. Cobb
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Take
Note
Advent is quickly approaching!
The Choir has been rehearsing since
September preparing the music for our
Advent services. The Season of Advent
starts on Sunday, December 1st.
We want to make sure that you know
about the special services at which some
of the music will be featured. So, for
planning purposes, here goes:
Sun., December 8 11 am - The
Service of Lessons and Carols
Come and get into the spirit of the
season via a service filled with special
music and carols.
Sun., December 22 11 am – Fourth
Sunday in Advent
The Choir will sing the service! We
will be presenting Vivaldi’s “Gloria”
throughout the service, more like
Vivaldi would have used this music.
Tues., December 24 10:30 pm – A
season of Caroling prior to the start of
the Christmas Eve service.
11:00 pm – The Christmas Eve
Service with candle-lighting
Including Christmas carols, and
special music. The choir will be
presenting a piece (the same
arrangement) that Bing Crosby made
famous – “Do You Hear What I Hear?”
There is much to look forward
to…Christ’s birth, beautiful services
and excellent music. Plan to be here and
get into the spirit!
D’aun Miles
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Care Packages
We wish to support our college
students with care packages again this
year. Please bring food/snack items that
would be appropriate to mail in shoe
boxes so we can surprise them around
final exam time! Bring those items in
and put them in a box designated for
such which will be at the back of the
church when you arrive. The last
Sunday to bring items will be
November 23. Also, if you wish for a
care package to be mailed to someone in
college, please give name and complete
address to Lou in the Church office
prior to the deadline.

Please get out and vote
on Tuesday November 5th.
Your vote is important
for the good of Reidsville.

Fill the Tub

Please help us reach
out to others in our
community by
donating nonperishable items for
the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for November are:

potatoes,
carrots,
mixed vegetables,
pork & beans,
corn, coffee and sugar.
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!
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“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

September 29
19th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

8
50

October 6
20th Sunday after Pentecost
Blessing of the Animals

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.

9
50
26

October 13
21st Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

13
49

October 20
22nd Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

10
43

October 27
23rd Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

12
60

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Dynamic Fitness
156 N. Scales St.

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive
Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
September 2013 Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 15,711.00 $ 134,412.00
Total Revenue
When you’re ready to
Total Operations Expenses $ 10,768.00 $ 123,030.00
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
$ 4,943.00 $ 11,382.00
Difference
listen.

Pledge Report

16
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector

•

•

•

•

•

•

• Youth Leader
The Very Rev. Dr. Richard “Rick” Miles
Tommy Thorn 616-0800
349-3511, Ext. 102
lthorn2@triad.rr.com
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
Organist
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Kristen Farmer
Tom Ham 932-2212
349-3511, Ext. 104
tjhamiii@att.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
Choral Director
• Librarian
D'aun Miles
Susan Bullock 616-1029
336-349-5090
susanhbullock@gmail.com
daunmiles@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
jim_mccloskey@me.com
Lou Ann Boaz
• ECW
349-3511, Ext. 101
Jeanne Horsley 342-2869
office@stthomasreidsville.org
susyandbill@triad.rr.com
Janet DeBerry
Nursery Coordinator
donathan1008@aol.com 375-7073
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
Sextons
Ken Avery 419-0538
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
• Pledge Treasurer
Diane Allen 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-8633
• Webmaster
Episcopal Day School Administrator
John Bullock 616-1029
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Parker Graham
Senior Warden
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Janet DeBerry
375-7073
donathan1008@aol.com

Chris Hicks
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Jim McCloskey
Junior Warden
349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com

Laura Felts
349-4554
minnielaura@att.net

Elisabeth Pugh
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Sarah Cobb
932-0726
sarahlee51@bellsouth.net

Don Gwarek
349-5074
dgwarek@triad.rr.com

Todd Walker
342-9632
ToddJon5@triad.rr.com
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