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August - Services & Guest Celebrants

Sunday
August 4

The Rev. Canon Trawin Malone
Canon for Regional Ministry (Northwest)
Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina
Chesley Kennedy
Sunday
Guest Preacher
August 11-Morning Prayer

Sunday
August 18

The Rev. Audra Abt,
Assistant to the Rector for Children’s Ministry
St. Andrew's, Greensboro
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Summer Sabbath
As Jesus traveled and taught in the
cities and villages, he kept running into
people who “were harassed and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd’
(Matt. 9:36). Fast forward twenty
centuries and imagine Jesus beginning
his public ministry in Greensboro, or
Reidsville for that matter. He might well
say that the crowds racing around
looked more than a little stressed and a
lot harassed; and we would have to
agree.
In the first century, lacking cell
phones and all the trappings of our own
age, Jesus was referring primarily to the
burdens placed on people by their
religious culture. The detailed
requirements of the religious law
extended to every aspect of daily life. As
St. Paul later articulated, fulfilling those
requirements was not only burdensome,
but a recipe for failure no matter how
hard one tried. The spirit of the law was
superseded by the letter of the law. The
crowds needed liberation. They needed
to hear the good news that God invites
all who will hear to an expansive
embrace of life that goes way beyond
compulsive adherence to the law.
Back here on Lindsey and Main
streets, or even in our homes, we have to
admit that we are burdened by the “law,”
the expectations of our culture. For most
of us, these expectations have little to do
with the religious law of our time.
Instead, they are linked to our culture’s
individualism, obsessive overwork, and
the striving for power and control.
Advances that seemed to usher in more
freedom, like email, cell phones, and
twitter, can also be instruments of

oppression, insisting that we be
available every minute, allowing our
work to take over evenings and
weekends. Our culture asserts
relentlessly that our worth is dependent
on what we have, what we do, and what
we accomplish.
Like Jesus’ first-century friends, we
need liberation. We need to hear the
good news that we are loved and
precious in God’s sight. No matter how
hard we try, we can’t save ourselves by
our own efforts, religious or otherwise.
In the opening chapters of the Bible
we’re given a gift, indeed a
commandment that grounds us in the
love of God and counter-balances the
frenzy and stress that mark our lives. It’s
called Sabbath. Sabbath is a time to put
aside all that we do so that we might be
in the presence of God, the creation, and
the community.
Episcopal priest Matthew Fox
writes, “We have lost a sense of Sabbath
in our lives, a sense of joy and delight, a
sense of what we do when we come
face-to-face with the mystery of
existence itself.” Summer is a perfect
time to begin to make room in our lives
for Sabbath. Given the demands on our
time and the culture’s capacity to make
us feel guilty if we’re not always
available, it takes discipline to carve out
Sabbath time. Theologian Rosemary
Radford Ruether says, “The demands to
work all the time as the measure of one’s
worth have grown so endemic that one
needs to make little vows and rules for
oneself to resist them.”
Just as wise people block out time for
exercise, blocking out some time on
Continued on page 4
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Summer Sabbath (cont.)

Stewardship Sunday

Continued from page 3

your calendar each day just to “be” can
be life renewing and liberating. Couples
can create Sabbath time too. Time spent
together, apart from the demands and
tasks that take up so much of life can
help build a stronger partnership and
enable a greater experience of the love
of God in a relationship.
We have Sunday, the traditional
Sabbath, as well. It can bring balance,
rejuvenation, and nourishment through
word, sacrament, rest, and connection
with what is most important in life; our
relationships with God and with one
another. Summer is just the right time to
do some calendar cleaning to make
room now and in the future for a little
Sabbath time in our lives.
Fr. Rick

We will
have one
service on
Sunday,
September
15th at
10:00 am
with The
Rev Cannon
Beth Ely
present.
Following
the service we will have a covered dish
lunch with the Vestry providing fried
chicken. Cannon Ely will present
several of her thoughts on Stewardship
after lunch. The Vestry heard her in
January and feels our congregation
could benefit from her experience in this
area.

Prepare Ye! (for the ShrimpFest)
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Thoughts on Stewardship
Several years ago, I wrote in this
column about the O.J. Simpson trial and
how polarized our nation became
regarding the verdict. And though there
are some similarities, one sad outcome
is that there is much more healing
needed in our nation.
How can we as a people of the
United States be brought together?
From a Biblical perspective I tried to put
Jesus’ life in this context. Jesus was part
of an ethnic minority, a Jew living in the
powerful Roman Empire. He was an
outsider – not a part of the dominant
political system. He had no leverage, no
money, no defense team, and no
prestigious standing when brought to
trial before Pilate. Because of the unrest
of an unruly crowd, the Roman legal
system justified Jesus’ death as a
necessary part in the defense of the
Jewish religion.
In some ways, our country is an
empire. We often intervene in the
affairs of other countries. We are rich.
We are powerful. And one of the things
that empires do is create insiders,
outsiders, and layers in between. It was
not that long ago that our laws declared
Africa-Americans to be full citizens of
our nation. But just because rights and
privileges have been extended, the hand
of friendship has not always been
offered.

perspective on the tragedy of Trayvon
Martin’s death. “We are so afraid of
losing what we have, or what we own,
that we would kill each other even if we
have the slightest inclination that you
might take something from me. And
that’s a bad attitude,” he says. “The
norm is the browning of America, and
that’s what we need to be moving
toward.
And there’s enough for
everybody.”
And finally Pastor C.J. Haynes was
interviewed last week on NPR. He is
the pastor of the New Salem Primitive
Baptist Church in Sanford, Florida. In a
very calm and thoughtful manner he
offered this priceless wisdom:
“…The case has run its course. It's
gone through the process and we have to
be the agents of healing, we have to be
the agents of reconciliation, we have to
remember who we are, we are
representatives of our Lord and
Savior…We have to move forward and
show love and respect for all the parties
and hopefully to help reconcile the
communities together.”
And I would like to add, God bless
you Pastor Haynes. Showing love,
respect, and reconciliation is what we,
who call ourselves Christians, must do
for others.
Tom Balsley

In Time Magazine Terry Alexander, a
preacher and South Carolina state
representative has an insightful
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Prayer Lists
PRAYER LIST FOR CONTINUING
NEED & DAILY PRAYERS
Jim Faucette
Bill Luyties
Charles Roberson
Naomi Gullickson
David Buckmaster
Amanda G
Ezra Roberson
Vicky Slaughter
Bob Love
Janey Vernon
Eric Phillippe
Perry Gann
Jacey Parks
Mary Sigmon
Dud & Pat Apple
Pam Harding
Betty F. Sigmon
Mary Gullickson
Fred Jr and Sr
Billy Agea
Michelle & Darrel Roberson
Stephanie Roberson
Barbara & Ron Davenport
Kay,Dallas,Lynn Donuvant
Otis Hutcherson
Rev. John Burton
Hal Greeson
Vivian Strikeleather
Kirby Wilkins
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WORSHIP PRAYER LIST
Plum Trent
Marian Safriet
Mavis Simon
Jim Faucette
Alex Beaton
Anne Montaigne
Daniel Chaney
Kyle & Ken Schneider
Phillip Simon
Daniel Bailey
Rev. Walter Hooper
Sue Joyce
Melonie Behan

MILITARY PRAYER LIST
Randy Williamson
Ethan Rodgers
Heather Meier-Gallana
Jericho Gallana
Amanda Altman
Michael McCloskey
Ben Shepherd
Wesley Welch
Spencer Wilson
Ralph Lee Clayton
Patti Bethea
Lathrop Smith IV
Katy Couron
Christina Bozzacco
Charles Spencer
Bo Bethea
Adam Wilson
Tommy Mancino
Edward Allen
Chris Miles
Jim Donecker
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ECW Morning Chapter Studies
Ladies of St. Thomas,
It’s almost time to begin our fall
ECW chapter meetings. Your Christian
Education Committee comprised of
Parker Graham, Suzanne Howard,
and Martha Balsley would like to have
your suggestions for study programs for
the coming year. Last year we studied
Take this Bread by Sarah Miles, a
compilation of her experiences in
establishing a food program at an inner
city Episcopal Church in San Francisco.
In addition, the book also follows her
journey in becoming a Christian and
growing in her faith. The year before
that we studied the book Having a Mary
Spirit in a Martha World by Joanna
Weaver. Those of you attending the
Sunday service on July 21st heard Fr.
Rick speak on this very topic.
However, we do not have to study a
particular book. What are you interested

in studying? An example would be
having a Bible study of some type.
Also,
ofAlfred
youC.may
Thesome
Rt. Rev.
"Chip"have
Marblefriends
Jr.
who have
done some
Assisting
Bishopinteresting
(Northwest) studies
in other churches.
Please call Parker, Suzanne, or
Martha or see us at church if you have
any suggestions.
Martha Balsley

Note: At the last ECW General Meeting it was decided that Morning Chapter meetings
would return to second Wednesdays, location to be determined.

Shrimp Fest 2013
The shrimp are here! Many thanks
to Suzanne Howard, Martha and Tom
Balsley, Pat Foeller, Kris Rogers,
Janet Deberry, Bill Horsley and Dale
Fulton for helping to remove heads on
300 lbs of shrimp. A special thanks goes
to Carson Dawson who not only helped
remove heads, but went to Little
Washington and got the shrimp for us.
Another special thanks goes to Kris
Rogers for disposing of the heads. For

those who are curious, it took
approximately 5 hours to remove heads,
freeze the shrimp, then clorox all the
coolers and the kitchen.
Mark your calendars for “lucky”
Friday, September 13th. Your tickets
and information about the event will be
available for pickup starting on Sunday,
August 11th. Those tickets not picked
up by August 25th will be mailed.
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Wide Mouth Vases

August Clergy Schedule

We are in desperate need of WIDE
mouth vases for delivery of altar
flowers to shut-ins.

Since Fr. Rick will be on vacation for
2 weeks and at a music conference for
the 3rd Sunday, our services for August
will be as follows:

Parish Register

Sunday, August 4th – Holy
Communion - The Rev. Cannon Trawin
Malone, Cannon for Regional Ministry

P l e a s e
make note of a
small yet
important
change in
Laura Felts’
email address:

ish
Par
r
iste
Reg

minnielaura@att.net

Fill the Tub
Please help us reach
out to others in our
community by
donating nonperishable items for
the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for August are:

potatoes,
carrots,
mixed vegetables,
pork & beans,
soap, coffee and sugar.

Sunday, August 11th – Morning
Prayer with Ches Kennedy preaching
Sunday, August 18th – Holy
Communion - The Rev. Audra Abt,
Assistant Rector, St. Andrews
Sunday, August 25th – Holy
Communion – Fr. Rick will be back

Worship Committee
The next meeting of the Worship
Committee will be on Wednesday
August 28 at 6:30 p.m.

Loose Offerings
1st Sunday – Habitat for Humanity
2nd Sunday – Reidsville Soup Kitchen
3rd Sunday – Special Musicians Expense
4th Sunday – Rector’s Discretionary Fund

The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!
8

5th Sunday – Outreach Fund
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“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

June 30
6th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

12
53

July 7
7th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

14
43

July 14
8th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

9
49

July 21
9th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

10
50

July 28
10th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

12
55

Mark Your Calendar

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Dynamic Fitness
156 N. Scales St.

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive
Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

ShrimpFest 2013
Friday September 13 - 5:30 - 7:30 pm

Pledge Report
June 2013
Total Revenue

$ 15,870.00

Total Operations Expenses $ 10,625.00
Difference
16

$ 5,245.00

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 90,824.00
When you’re ready to
$ 81,287.00
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
$ 9,537.00
listen.
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector

•

•

•

•

•

•

• Youth Leader
The Very Rev. Dr. Richard “Rick” Miles
Tommy Thorn 616-0800
349-3511, Ext. 102
lthorn2@triad.rr.com
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
Interim Organist
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Gene Burns
Tom Ham 932-2212
349-3511, Ext. 104
tjhamiii@att.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
Interim Choral Director
• Librarian
D'aun Miles
Susan Bullock 616-1029
336-349-5090
susanhbullock@gmail.com
daunmiles@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
jim_mccloskey@me.com
Lou Ann Boaz
• ECW
349-3511, Ext. 101
Jeanne Horsley 342-2869
office@stthomasreidsville.org
susyandbill@triad.rr.com
Janet DeBerry
Nursery Coordinator
donathan1008@aol.com 375-7073
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
Sextons
Ken Avery 419-0538
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
• Pledge Treasurer
Diane Allen 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-8633
• Webmaster
Episcopal Day School Administrator
John Bullock 616-1029
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Parker Graham
Senior Warden
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Janet DeBerry
375-7073
donathan1008@aol.com

Jim McCloskey
Junior Warden
349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com

Laura Felts
Elisabeth Pugh
349-4554
656-4664
minnielaura@att.net <-New framepros@aol.com

Sarah Cobb
932-0726
sarahlee51@bellsouth.net

Don Gwarek
349-5074
dgwarek@triad.rr.com
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Chris Hicks
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Todd Walker
342-9632
ToddJon5@triad.rr.com
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Stewardship 2014
It’s hard to believe that it’s August
and that the hustle and bustle of school
starting is just around the corner. Along
with the return to the academic
classroom in the fall, the church cycle
also revs up with social events like the
ShrimpFest and Sunday school,
and…the stewardship campaign. We’ll
be talking once again about what the
mission of the church is, how we pay for
what we do, how much it takes to
accomplish it and what YOUR (the
congregation) role in meeting those
needs is.
It is about money—an
uncomfortable topic for many of us.
But it’s not just about money. It’s about
time, ideas, energy and will. Keeping
the electricity on is just part of the
formula for “keeping the lights on” at St.
Thomas. So as you begin to think about
stewardship and your potential
contribution for 2014—I’d like to
broaden your perspective. Everything
you are and have has value—the
nonprofits call it ‘like-kind’

contribution. Can you keep the nursery
open one Sunday? Teach a children’s
Sunday school class? Drive youth to the
Soup Kitchen? Invite a newcomer to
attend services? All of these things have
value that build the community of the
church and enhance the mission of St.
Thomas. So if your wallet is bare, don’t
assume that you have nothing to give;
some of the greatest gifts have little
monetary value.
Erma Bombeck once wrote: “When I
stand before God at the end of my life, I
would hope that I would have not a
single bit of talent left and could say, ‘I
used everything you gave me.’” The
parable of the talents in Matthew isn’t
about the coins the master entrusted to
his slaves—it’s about what they did with
the talents they were given. In the
modern context, we often extend that
story to include not just our money but
other non-tangible gifts—our ‘likekind’. What might you share to keep the
spiritual lights on at St. Thomas?

Lemonade on the Lawn - Sunday July 28 - Photo courtesy of Tom Ham
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