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Thoughts on Stewardship
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I t
i s
difficult to say
goodbye. The
occasion could
be a child
going off to
college,
neighbors
moving away,
or a co-worker
setting off for a
new job. But
Ed Spencer
leaving our
parish will
definitely
leave an empty
space in our congregation and in our
hearts.
When I think about an
organist/choir director, I think of one
who is hired solely to deal with music
responsibilities. Ed, however,
thoroughly immersed himself into the
life of St. Thomas and became one with
us. Over the past several days I have
heard stories of Ed coming to hospitals
to sit with families, a loving act that
certainly was not in his job description.
Ed also took part in and helped at parish
functions such as our pancake suppers,
our shrimp dinners, community
Thanksgiving dinners and any special
service whether it required music or not.
As a musician, Ed was wonderful.
He presented us with a variety of music
– old standards, contemporary, and taize
prayers and songs. And if you noticed,
he always tried to match the message of
the hymns with the lectionary readings.
In addition, at the Christmas Eve service

he went the extra mile by bringing in
gifted musicians – strings and horns – to
add a special touch to a service so many
in our community look forward to.
While we are sad that Ed is leaving,
we are thankful that he is going to such a
progressive church, near his home, and
will be able to worship with his wife for
the first time in quite a number of years.
And being an ordained minister, Ed will
begin to do other tasks outside the music
field.
I can honestly say that Ed is one of
the most humble, gracious, and kind
individuals I have known. The manner
in which he lives his life is a testament to
his faith. Whenever I think of Ed I
remember the wisdom of Francis of
Assisi when he said, “Wherever you go,
preach the gospel, and if necessary, use
words.”
Tom Balsley
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Bishop Marble’s Visit - Sunday June 2
Bishop Marble will be at St.
Thomas on June 2nd for
confirmation.
There will be one
combined 10:00 service that
morning followed by a
reception for Bishop Marble.
Please join us!

The Rt. Rev. Alfred C. "Chip" Marble Jr.
Assisting Bishop (Northwest)

Combined 10:00 Service Sunday June 2
Summer Worship Schedule
We will have services at 8:30am
and 10:00am starting on Sunday,
June 9th through Sunday, Sept
9th.
Once again the choir will have the
summer off, so don’t be surprised
when they join you in the
congregation.

8:30 & 10:00 June 9 - September 9
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Vestry Highlights
Fr. Rick convened the meeting at St.
Thomas Episcopal Church on May 13,
2013 at 7:00 pm with an opening prayer.
Members present: Fr. Rick, Parker
Graham, Sarah Cobb, Janet DeBerry,
Don Gwarek, Elisabeth Pugh, Laura
Felts, and Jim McCloskey. Absent:
Chris Hicks and Todd Walker.
The Treasurer’s Report was
provided by Ken Avery. Each vestry
member received a copy of the
Financial Statement – Cash Basis for
April, 2013, the Monetary Balances as
of April, 2013 and the Consolidated
Fund Activity Report as of 4/30/2013.
We appear to be doing well on our
budget thus far although revenues were
down a bit this month as compared to
other months. In addition, Ken
distributed copies of the April, 2013
Audit Committee Certificate to the
members of the Vestry. This contained
information regarding the 2012 Audit
which has been completed by members
of the Audit Committee.
The Rector’s Report included the
following: The youth pilgrimage to the
National Cathedral on April 13 and 14
was a great success. Thanks to all for
their support and prayers. Bishop
Marble will be visiting on June 2.
Remember there will only be one
service (10 am) on that day with a
reception following the service.
Confirmation for seven children will be
held and we have at least three families
joining St. Thomas. Our June Vestry
meeting will be held with Bishop
Marble on June 2. Ed Spencer’s letter of
resignation was read and received. He
will truly be missed as our Organist. A
reception and gift is planned for Ed on

Sunday, May 19.
The Senior Warden’s Report
included the following: Parker Graham
noted that Bob Cook had conducted the
funeral of Emily Giles in Fr. Rick’s
absence (vacation). She reports the
Church will be working on a
replacement for Ed Spencer. Parker has
received some feedback on a couple of
proposals from parishioners: carpet in
sanctuary and an electronic sign on
Main Street. Feedback continues to be
welcomed. More information will be
forthcoming.
The Junior Warden’s Report
included the following: Jim McCloskey
is investigating why our energy bill is
elevated by about $40 per month.
Church yard work days are set for June
22 and June 29, both scheduled for
Saturdays. Gear up to make our lawn
look great! We may be starting the 4-6
year old Sunday school soon. Estimates
have been received for pressure
washing and staining of the deck at the
Rectory.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:05
pm after Fr. Rick closed the meeting
with Compline.
Respectfully Submitted,
Sarah R. Cobb
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From Episcopal Church Memes (Facebook)
Courtesy of: facebook.com/EpiscopalChurchMemes
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Episcopal Day School
This is the final preschool newsletter
article for this school year. The time has
flown by for us. We’ve had such a good
group of students this year and we will
certainly miss those who are moving on
to kindergarten.
The children have
been so eager to learn this year and I
know they will do well in their new
schools. We want to congratulate the
following students who graduated from
preschool on May 23, 2013. We are
very proud of them!
Jackson Hall
Lucas Hall
Dalton McMichael
Olivia Owen
Gracie Pegram
Tate Pegram
Garrett Strader
Elliot Swanson
Ava Wilson
We had a great month of May and
one of the highlights of the month was
having Laura Felts visit us and make
May Day baskets with all the children.
The kids did a great job making their
baskets and were very proud to present
them to someone special. We visited
Graystone Farm and rode the horses and
played in the barn and on the
playground as a treat before leaving for
the year. Our End-of-Year party was
held the last hour of school as we
enjoyed a pizza party before departing
for the summer.
We want to thank everyone at St.
Thomas’ that helped make our year a
success - many of you took time from

your day to visit and work with our kids
and we appreciate that! I won’t list
everyone for fear of forgetting someone.
We would like to recognize Father
Rick for providing children’s chapel on
Wednesdays this year. Thanks, Father
Rick!
We still have a few spots available
for the summer and fall programs.
Please call the school at 349-3511 x106
or Edie Stadler at 342-6223 if you need
information. We hope you all have a
great and safe summer!

Kids’ Morning Out

Here are the dates for 2013 Kids’
Morning Out...
June 5, 6, 12, 13, 19, 20, 26, 27
July 3, 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, 25, 31
All days are Wed. and Thurs.
The times are 8:30 - 12:00 each day.
No KMO on July 4.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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2013 Relay for Life Report by Jeanne Horsley
Photo courtesy of Jeanne Horsley

donation of $500.00 from Phillip
Dalton’s company gift from ESI
Electric Systems, Inc. which designates
ESI as a Silver sponsor. The team total
of $2985.00 identifies St. Thomas as a
Bronze Level team. We are ranked as
Team # 15 out of 62 teams according to
the Relay website.

On Friday, May 17 the St. Thomas’
Soles for Hope team traveled to
Mayodan, NC to participate in the 2013
Relay for Life event. Of the 14
members, thirteen were able to make the
trip: Tom Balsley, Jeanne Horsley, Jim
McCloskey, Betty and Brooke
Melchert, Rick and D’aun Miles, Anne
Montaigne, Ben Neal, Hazel Post, Anna
and Laura Stone, and Daniel Yount.
Carol Johnson was not able to make the
trip. Fr. Rick grilled hamburgers and
hot dogs and we had a good meal and
fellowship before the walking began.

Thank you for all of your donations
and support. I would like to give a
special thank you to Stephanie and
Butch Trent, Anne and Jay Donecker,
Alex Melchert and Tom Ham for their
contributions to the fundraiser “Chicken
on the Go”.

Three of our cancer survivors, Tom
Balsley, Anne Montaigne and Ben Neal
walked the first lap designated the
Survivors Lap. D’aun and Rick Miles
walked the second lap designated the
Caregivers Lap. The rest of the team
followed and walked one lap before
being forced to leave the event due to a
major thunder storm.
Final results have not been posted
but by my count St. Thomas’ donations
total $2985.00.
This includes a
8
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What do you think?
Several parishioners have asked
about the possibility of addressing these
two areas of concern as soon as possible
– carpet and an electronic sign.
Carpet – as most of you have
noticed, the carpet in the sanctuary is
dangerously showing its age. This is
beginning to detract from our warm,
inviting first impression besides not
being safe.

Main Street. This would allow us to let
the community know what we have to
offer at any given time. The sign we are
using now requires someone to
physically change the lettering every
time the message needs to change and is
not meant to be permanent.

Electronic sign – It has been
suggested that St. Thomas look into
putting a permanent electronic sign on

Both of these concerns were part of a
Marketing Group’s recommendations
to a previous Vestry. If you would be
willing to help research either area of
concern, have comments or
suggestions, please contact Parker
Graham.

Fill the Tub

In Loving Memory

Please help us reach
out to others in our
community by
donating nonperishable items for
the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for June are:

Please pray for the repose of the souls of

potatoes,
carrots,
mixed vegetables,
pork & beans,
Boost, coffee and sugar.

Miss Emily Giles
d. May 1, 2013

C. R. “Tut” Harrison
d. May 21, 2013
(Father of Susan Bullock)
Please also keep their families
in your prayers
as they mourn their loss.
May light perpetual shine upon them.

The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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A Tribute to Miss Emily
fan. She had her camera and walked to
several vantage points during the pregame warm-ups to take pictures of the
players. She also had her scorecard
ready and did not miss an “at-bat”
during the entire nine innings. In
addition, she commented on several of
the players (who she knew by name)
throughout the game.

Miss Emily Giles died May 1, 2013,
after a long illness. She was 86. The
problem with being in poor health for an
extended period of time is that many
congregants (especially recent
members at St. Thomas) never get to
know certain individuals. However, I
do remember times when Miss Emily
was up and about and fun to be with.
One connection we had was
baseball. In 1986, my step-brother and I
took a trip to Florida to see some spring
training games. The second day of
games, we went to Bradenton where the
Pittsburg Pirates trained and were
playing the Kansas City Royals. Those
were the days of Bo Jackson, Bobby
Bonilla, and Barry Bonds. Upon
entering the stadium, I saw Miss Emily
– small world. She was not just a casual
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Later that summer she, Martha, and I
went to a Greensboro Bats game. She
talked about her work career with
Jefferson-Pilot. During those years she
rode the bus to Greensboro on Monday
mornings, stayed in an apartment there
during the week, and then took the bus
back to Reidsville on Friday afternoon.
Unbelievable! She said, “I never got
my driver’s license and got along just
fine.”
Sadly, we missed Miss Emily some
years before her death. I was proud of
our church for the care given to her in
the way of food, sermon tapes, and visits
made. I was also pleased to see that so
many parishioners attended her
graveside service. I, like others, felt
privileged to know her.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Tom Balsley

Congratulations to Larry!
Larry Johnson, a member of St.
Thomas and the head of our Department
of Social Services in Rockingham
County, was named Director of the Year
in North Carolina by the NC
Association of County Directors of
Social Services.
In presenting this award, Sharon
Scott of Stanley County said, “Larry has
been a mentor to, not only me, but also
many of his fellow directors and has
provided encouragement, strength, and
sage advice where needed.” Ms. Scott
went on to state, “The field of social
work is stronger because of Larry
Johnson. Larry’s dedication and hard
work, his reliability, his wisdom, and his
skills are recognized by all. He goes
about his work in a quiet unassuming
manner that gathers respect and
cooperation from those around him.”

The Rt. Rev. Alfred C. "Chip" Marble Jr.
Assisting Bishop (Northwest)

We are also fortunate to have Larry,
Jenny, and Jenny’s mother, Emmy
Jenkins as part of our parish. Larry is
involved in many civic activities in
Reidsville, most notably the Annie Penn
Trust, The Partnership for Children, and
Rotary Club. He has also been a
member of our choir and vestry while at
St. Thomas.
We wish to congratulate Larry on
this prestigious award and are proud of
his efforts to assist those in our society
who need a helping hand.
Tom Balsley

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Wide Mouth Vases

ECW Handbooks

We are in desperate need of WIDE
mouth vases for delivery of altar
flowers to shut-ins.

If you would like your ECW
handbook, please pick it up in the office.
Any not picked up by June 2 will be
recycled.

Worship Committee

United Thank Offering

The next meeting of the Worship
Committee will be on Wednesday
August 28 at 6:30 p.m.

Loose Offerings
1st Sunday – Habitat for Humanity
2nd Sunday – Reidsville Soup Kitchen
3rd Sunday – Special Musicians Expense
4th Sunday – Rector’s Discretionary Fund
5th Sunday – Outreach Fund
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If someone still wants to make a
contribution to UTO it is not too late.
There should be envelopes in the pews.
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“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

April 28
Fifth Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

10
45

May 5
Sixth Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

16
49

May 12
Seventh Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

16
70

May 19
Day of Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

13
51

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Dynamic Fitness
156 N. Scales St.

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive
Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

Lemonade on the Lawn
Dates are still open in July and
August for volunteers for Lemonade
on the Lawn. Please let Lou know or
sign up on the list in the office.

Pledge Report
April 2013
Total Revenue

$ 9,337.00

Total Operations Expenses $ 15,430.00
Difference
16

- $ 6,093.00

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 59,296.00
When you’re ready to
$ 58,289.00
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
$ 1,007.00
listen.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector

•

•

•

•

•

•

• Youth Leader
The Very Rev. Dr. Richard “Rick” Miles
Tommy Thorn 616-0800
349-3511, Ext. 102
lthorn2@triad.rr.com
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
Interim Organist
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Gene Burns
Tom Ham 932-2212
349-3511, Ext. 104
tjhamiii@att.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
Interim Choral Director
• Librarian
D'aun Miles
Susan Bullock 616-1029
336-349-5090
susanhbullock@gmail.com
daunmiles@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
jim_mccloskey@me.com
Lou Ann Boaz
• ECW
349-3511, Ext. 101
Jeanne Horsley 342-2869
office@stthomasreidsville.org
susyandbill@triad.rr.com
Janet DeBerry
Nursery Coordinator
donathan1008@aol.com 375-7073
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
Sextons
Ken Avery 419-0538
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
• Pledge Treasurer
Diane Allen 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-8633
• Webmaster
Episcopal Day School Administrator
John Bullock 616-1029
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Parker Graham
Senior Warden
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Janet DeBerry
375-7073
donathan1008@aol.com

Chris Hicks
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Jim McCloskey
Junior Warden
349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com

Laura Felts
349-4554
minnielaura@bellsouth.net

Elisabeth Pugh
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Sarah Cobb
932-0726
sarahlee51@bellsouth.net

Don Gwarek
349-5074
dgwarek@triad.rr.com

Todd Walker
342-9632
ToddJon5@triad.rr.com
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Thank You Ed!
Photo courtesy of Tom Ham

“He’d like to teach the choir to sing...”
Photo captured from our Ustream video

“Lacy”, the Mon. morning wake-up call!
www.StThomasReidsville.org

June 9 through September 9
8:30 & 10:00

June 2
(Bishop Marble’s Visit)
Combined 10:00 service

Summer Worship Schedule

June 2013
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