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Pilgrimage

The Very Rev. Dr. Rick Miles, Rector

Throughout human history, (and, as
we now know, prehistory,) the faithful
have made pilgrimages, religious
journeys to places believed to be
particularly holy; that is, places felt to be
especially inhabited by the Divine.
Today, our world map is dotted with
such holy places. Some are simply small
shrines or natural sites of beauty. Others
are larger and majestic, and in a few
instances some whole cities are thought
of as especially inhabited by divine
presence. Some examples of the latter
i n c l u d e
Jerusalem,
Mecca, Rome
a
n
d
Reidsville.
(OK, just
checking to
see if you’re
still with me
here!)
W
e
Episcopalians
are especially
attuned to this
idea and awareness of sacred space.
That’s why our church buildings tend to
be built in the shape of a cross. Even
here at St. Thomas, though the outer
shape of the sanctuary is rectangular, the
cross shape can still be discerned inside
in the center aisle that is crossed by the
open space at the top of the nave, before
the top of the cross continues into the
quire and chancel. (If you’re having
trouble with any of these terms, just ask
our young confirmands for help.) We
view our worship space as a place where

God is moving and reaching out to us in
a special way. That’s why we enter in a
listening mode. Unlike many of our
non-liturgical sister churches, we enter
(usually) in quiet, kneel and pray, and
still ourselves before worship. We also
provide moments throughout worship
when nothing is moving and nothing is
being said or sung; there’s just silence,
so as to let the God who speaks as much
in silence as in the spoken word and
sung melody be heard. We also tend to
fill our worship spaces with objects such
as stainedg l a s s
windows,
crosses,
candles, and
hangings;
these become
sacred for us
as they call us
into God’s
presence, and
recall to us
God’s actions
a
n
d
movement.
This past weekend, our youth
confirmation class got to experience all
this on a grand scale. We went on
pilgrimage. We journeyed to the
Washington National Cathedral, in
Washington D.C.; truly a sacred space.
The cathedral was chartered by
Congress, at President George
Washington’s request, (a great
Episcopalian!), to be a “House of prayer
for the whole Nation.” It stands on the
highest ground in all of the District of
Columbia, and is the sixth largest
Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

Pilgrimage (continued)

cathedral in the world. To say that our
confirmands were amazed and filled
with wonder at this site would be to put
things mildly.
We toured the cathedral on Saturday
afternoon, getting VIP access to the
towers, as well as the many chapels in
the basement, and, of course, the main
floor (…nave, transepts, quire and
chancel.) Saturday evening we were
housed in the gym of the Washington
Episcopal School, just 10 minutes from
the cathedral. After a dinner of pizza and
ice cream, we all became
“archeologists,” complete with Indiana
Jones hats, and using flashlights,
searched a pitch-dark room for relics,
and sacred treasures “hidden away by a
before undiscovered civilization!” All
this eventually led to a discussion of
sacred space and sacred objects and
what they mean to us. Because we were
in the School’s gym, we had lots of
basketball, wall climbing, and just good
fun to fill the time leading up to “lightsout!”
On Sunday morning, right after an
early breakfast at the “Golden Arches”
(yes, we ate deliciously, plentifully, and
badly all weekend), we headed for
worship at the Cathedral. We got there
early enough to get seats in the center
section, third row in front of the altar
and pulpit; just across the aisle from the
President’s reserved seat. (No, he
wasn’t there…how lame!) We
worshiped along with about two
thousand other folks, joining our voices
with theirs in word and music, and
listening together in moments of
silence. It was glorious! Afterwards we
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found the Darth Vader gargoyle, then ate
lunch and began the trek home.
Let me take this space to thank all
those of you who helped make this event
possible. First, thanks to all the parents
who understood the importance of this
pilgrimage to the faith development of
your youth, and sent them with your
blessings. Second, thanks to the intrepid
adults who joined me as chaperones and
advisors on this journey; especially
Alex Melchert, and D’aun Miles.
Third, and with a very, very, deep sense
of gratitude, to all those of you who
understood just how great an
opportunity this pilgrimage would be
for our youth and financed it through
your gifts; Susan and Clark Turner,
Stephanie and Butch Trent, Betty and
Bernie Melchert, Freda Watt, Suzanne
and Ken Howard, Parker Graham,
Gayle and John Fergusson, Dottie and
Steve Worth, Jeanne and Bill Horsley,
Ellen Garret, Anne and Jay Donecker,
Martha and Tom Balsley, and Beth and
Lape Smith. Fourth, and with deepest
appreciation, thanks to Parker Graham
for all the personal support and funds
gathering she accomplished that made
this trek possible. Finally, to all of you in
the congregation who supported us with
your prayers, Thank You!
This was an amazing journey.
Hopefully, it will be just one now of
many to come for these young people
who have been entrusted to our spiritual
care. However many pilgrimages they
may be able to go on in their lives ahead,
this one will be remembered their whole
lives-long.
Fr. Rick
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Vestry Highlights
Fr. Rick convened the meeting at St.
Thomas Episcopal Church on April 8,
2013 at 7:00 pm with an opening prayer.
Members present: Fr. Rick, Parker
Graham, Sarah Cobb, Janet DeBerry,
Don Gwarek, Elisabeth Pugh, Chris
Hicks, Laura Felts, Jim McCloskey and
Todd Walker.
The Treasurer’s Report was
provided by Parker Graham in Ken
Avery’s absence. Each vestry member
received a copy of the Financial
Statement – Cash Basis for March 2013,
the Monetary Balances as of March,
2013 and the Consolidated Fund
Activity Report as of 3/31/2013.
The Rector’s Report included the
following: The youth preparing for
confirmation are still heading to the
National Cathedral for a VIP tour on
April 13 and 14. Six children will be in
attendance. The monies were raised for
each child to attend the event; thanks to
all who helped to sponsor the children!
Bishop Marble will be visiting on June
2. Confirmation for seven children will
be held and we have at least three
families joining St. Thomas.
The Senior Warden’s Report
included the following: Bishop Marble
will be meeting with the Vestry during
his June 2 visit to assist us with any
concerns and/or answer any questions
that we have. We discussed several
areas that we would like to talk with him
about and Parker Graham will complete
the required SWEEPS form and send it
to him by the May 1 deadline.

The Junior Warden’s Report
included estimates on bamboo removal
and tree removal from the Rectory.
Some bids are still pending. Some deck
work is also being reviewed and
estimates will be obtained.
Fellowship and Parish Life: There
will be one service on June 2 when
Bishop Marble visits and it will be at 10
am. Laura Felts reported that the ECW
will handle a reception after the service.
The Worship Committee meets on April
24.
Christian Education: Jim
McCloskey reports that his search for a
Sunday school teacher for the smaller
children has been unsuccessful so far,
however, he will continue to discuss it
with church members and continue his
search.
Stewardship:
Members of the
Vestry recognized the great articles that
Tom Balsley writes for the newsletter!
The meeting was adjourned at 8:29
pm after Fr. Rick closed the meeting
with Compline.
Respectfully Submitted,
Sarah R. Cobb

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Thoughts on Stewardship
I have been on a mission recently
reading books pertaining to the 1930’s.
My selections include Hank Greenberg:
The Hero of Heroes, by John
Rosengren; In the Garden of Beasts by
Eric Larson; and Hitler’s Pope: The
Secret History of Pope Pius XII by John
Cornwell. Those who know me would
rightly guess that I began with the
baseball book about Hank Greenberg.
However, this book really made me
want to find out more about the antiSemitism that was so widespread in the
1930’s – not only in Germany, but also
in America.
Hank Greenberg, a Hall of Fame
baseball player with the Detroit Tigers
(1933-1941 and 1945-1946), was the
first Jewish superstar in any American
professional sport. He has been referred
to by some as the “Jewish Jackie
Robinson.” Throughout his career,
even though he was a superb
competitor, he was the target of much
verbal abuse. Greenberg recalls that
when he struck out, he was not only a
“bum” but a “Jewish bum.” Hank did
admit that even though he had a tough
time of it with the fans and opposing
players, he said, “I never had it as bad as
Robinson since the color of my skin
didn’t keep me from restaurants and
hotels, but I understood the namecalling because I had to endure insults
such as sheeny, kike, and Jew all the
time.”
The book, In the Garden of Beasts,
took place in Berlin, Germany, from
1933 to 1937. Hitler was on the rise to
prominence and was galvanizing his
country in the direction of war with the
aspirations of conquering the world.
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The main figure in this narrative nonfiction is William E. Dodd, the
American ambassador. Shortly after
arriving in Berlin, Dodd is able to see
not only the war machine that is
mobilizing but also the hostile
aggression targeting Jewish institutions
and individuals. Jews endure public
beatings, are forced out of jobs, and
witness the destruction of their
businesses. Sadly, prejudices against
Jews were prevalent in our own state
department and with some of our
nation’s leaders.
Eugenio Pacilli, who later became
Pope Pius XII, is known for his
compromises with the Nazis as well as
his silence when the evils of Hitler’s
regime were made public. Pacilli was
not wicked or malicious but was, like
many, a very complex individual. His
spiritual desires were in conflict with his
aim for power and control. This is a
common theme throughout literature as
shown in the Biblical account of Satan
tempting Jesus in the wilderness.
All of the above readings point out
our capacity for intolerance. In giving
this serious consideration, we must
begin by thinking about “the other” –
that is, persons who are not like us. The
“others” in our world are people of a
different skin color, heritage, religion,
political thought, nationality, or sexual
orientation. We need to remember that
we are all people of God who have
feelings, wants, desires, dreams, and
needs. Hopefully we can find a way to
open our hearts to God’s spirit where a
space can be created for more love,
more tolerance, and more compassion.
Tom Balsley
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Episcopal Day School
As we enter into the final month of
preschool, we are spending time
reviewing what we have learned over
the last several months as well as
introducing some new units such as
pets, occupations, spring, shapes, and
other various fun topics. We have
finished our alphabet and continue to
review the letters as well as practicing
counting to 100 by ones, fives and tens.
We want to thank Betty Melchert
and Clark Turner for agreeing to serve
on the EDS board. They will serve as
church representatives for the school.
We look forward to having them with
us!
We had a great spring program! The
Three Piggy Opera was a lot of fun and
the kids did a great job. Thank you to
those church members who were able to
attend the play. We appreciate your
support and kind words following the
program. We had a taco bar following
the play and had about 80 people attend
and we had a great time of fellowship.
Registration for the summer
program, Kids’ Morning Out, is still
underway. We have some spots
available. This is a 2-morning/week
program during June and July. If you
would like more information, please see
any teacher.
We are continuing to accept
applications for the 2013-2014 school
year. Spots are filling fast so if you
know someone that may be interested,
please have them contact us soon for

more information.
Thank you to everyone that
supported our spring plant sale fundraiser by purchasing geraniums. The
final sale count is not available at press
time. Once again, we’d like to thank
Dot Shelton who has headed up the
plant sales for us for YEARS! We
appreciate her willingness to continue
helping us.

Kids’ Morning Out
Here are the dates for 2013 Kids’
Morning Out...
June 5, 6, 12, 13, 19, 20, 26, 27
July 3, 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, 25, 31
All days are Wed. and Thurs.
The times are 8:30 - 12:00 each day.
No KMO on July 4.

Loose Offerings
1st Sunday – Habitat for Humanity
2nd Sunday – Reidsville Soup Kitchen
3rd Sunday – Special Musicians Expense
4th Sunday – Rector’s Discretionary Fund
5th Sunday – Outreach Fund

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Relay for Life News by Jeanne Horsley
Rockingham County Relay for Life
May 17-18 2013
McMichael High School - Madison, NC

The Chicken on the Go dinner, our
Relay team’s fundraiser, was held on
Saturday April 20. This year we sold 61
dinners and raised $457.50. Thanks to
everyone who helped with this project,
even though they were not on the Relay
team:
Butch and Stephanie Trent
donated and cooked the chickens; Jay
Donecker, Anne Donecker and Alex
Melchert assisted with the grilling; Bill
Horsley made the slaw; Parker Graham
made brownies; and last but not least
Carson Dawson cleaned the kitchen and
washed dishes and pans from the meal.
Thanks also to the Relay team
members who sold the tickets and
assisted with the meal. Betty Melchert,
Freda Watt, and Carol Johnson made
brownies. Hazel Post and D’aun Miles
made the baked beans. Tom Balsley and
D’aun Miles helped serve. Father Rick
was handy with his cleaver and cut the
8

chicken along with Carson Dawson and
Bill Horsley. Jim McCloskey helped
with set up.
The Rockingham County Relay for
Life is scheduled for May 17-18 at
McMichael High School. If you would
like to make a donation to the St.
Thomas Soles for HOPE team, make a
check to American Cancer Society and
leave in the collection plate or see a team
member. Every dollar counts!
There will be a number of St.
Thomas members walking in the
Cancer Survivors Lap following the
Opening Ceremonies. We celebrate
with these survivors as we cheer them
along the track.
There will be a final team meeting
in the Vestry Room Wednesday May 1
at 6:30 p.m.
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What do you think?
Several parishioners have asked
about the possibility of addressing these
two areas of concern as soon as possible
– carpet and an electronic sign.
Carpet – as most of you have
noticed, the carpet in the sanctuary is
dangerously showing its age. This is
beginning to detract from our warm,
inviting first impression besides not
being safe.

Main Street. This would allow us to let
the community know what we have to
offer at any given time. The sign we are
using now requires someone to
physically change the lettering every
time the message needs to change and is
not meant to be permanent.

Electronic sign – It has been
suggested that St. Thomas look into
putting a permanent electronic sign on

Both of these concerns were part of a
Marketing Group’s recommendations
to a previous Vestry. If you would be
willing to help research either area of
concern, have comments or
suggestions, please contact Parker
Graham.

Fill the Tub

In Loving Memory

Please help us reach
out to others in our
community by
donating nonperishable items for
the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for May are:

Please pray for the repose of the soul of

potatoes, carrots, sweet peas,
fruit, pork & beans,
coffee and sugar.

Janet Stone
d. April 14, 2013
(Mother of Laura Stone)
Please also keep Laura and her family
in your prayers
as they mourn their loss.
May light perpetual shine upon her.

The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!
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9

Notes from Ed - Beginning to say Goodbye
Eight years ago, Bill Oldland called
me and offered me the position of
Organist and Choir Director at St.
Thomas’ Episcopal Church. I gladly
accepted and began my service on the
staff of STEC on June 15, 2005. Since
then, I have enjoyed worship times
filled with singing, reading and
proclamation of God's word, prayers,
and weekly celebrations of Holy
Eucharist. I have enjoyed times of
fellowship, both official and unofficial.
I have learned, laughed, cried, hoped,
and grieved with you. Each week I have
trusted God's Spirit to guide me in
helping us all find what God is saying to
us and what we might say back to Him
and to each other. Music has been my
language and I have endeavored to
speak it in love. St. Thomas’ Church has
been an important part of my life. Now
it is time to begin saying goodbye. I am
resigning my position on the staff at
STEC in order to become Organist and
Minister of Music at Starling Avenue
Baptist Church in Martinsville, VA.
Starling Avenue Baptist Church has
been my church home, long-distance,
for more than 26 years. It is the kind of
Baptist church where diversity is
respected and welcomed, where the
seasons and readings of the church year
are celebrated, where gender does not
determine who is allowed to lead God’s
people. When the position of Minister
of Music came open several years ago, I
searched my heart, and what I knew of
the job, and decided it was not for me.
Since then, however, my needs and the
church’s needs have matched up more
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and more, and I finally decided I could
stand back no longer. I began to make
inquiries, and received affirmations all
along the way, and we have come to the
decision that this move is the right next
step for me, for my wife, and for the
church. The church is calling us as a
team, with me shouldering most of the
responsibility. The position is half-time,
and I will function once again as an
ordained Baptist minister.
My plan is to lead worship music
here at STEC from the keyboard for
rehearsals and worship through
Pentecost Sunday, May 19, 2013, and
take the remainder of May as vacation
time.
I will always be grateful for the
opportunities for service, friendship,
and communion that I have had at
STEC. I have added to the brothers and
sisters in the faith that I have met
throughout my pilgrimage. Now, by
going to SABC in this way, I will rejoin
believers in my home church to worship
with them on location, week in and
week out, and join a leadership team for
whom I have the highest respect. And I
will be back in church with my wife,
something that has not happened on a
regular basis for almost 22 years.
Thank you for all you have meant to
me. I pray God's guiding, empowering
Spirit be upon you as you continue to
serve others in His name.
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Ed Spencer

Altar Guild
Recently, in going through some old
Altar Guild information I came across
the following article from a 1977 Altar
Guild paper from The Tennessee
Diocese. Enjoy!
Being a member of the altar guild is a
privileged discipline, a service of love,
an offering of time - when perhaps the
children have dental appointments, ball
games, and you yourself have people
coming to dinner.
It is preparing the altar for a Saint's
Day Celebration all alone in the
sanctuary with the quiet, the peace, the
beauty of it all - a special closeness to
God; polishing brass and silver,
knowing that you are doing something
beautiful for God, but something
definitely lousy for your hands - dirty
fingernails, ragged cuticles.
It is returning to the sacristy for altar
work after the service and listening to
the happy roar of the coffee crowd in the
Pipkin Parlor, and the hilarity and
embarrassment when a visiting priest, at
the offertory announces, “Will one of
the fair ladies of the altar guild bring us
the alms basins?” and ten women jump
out of their pews and race to the sacristy.
You wonder, during the service, if
you forgot something when you notice
the priest sends an acolyte back to the
sacristy - and you hope it is only to fetch
a Kleenex for a sneeze coming on.
It is the anxiety and weariness of
getting something done for the midnight
Christmas Eve Eucharist and arriving a
bit early to sit quietly in the church, you
see a halo of beauty around the adorned
altar.

You feel sorrow while pressing the
pall to be placed over the body of a
beloved brother or sister in Christ, and
then you sense that the faithful departed
is in our Lord’s nearer presence.
You watch a “first time” crucifer and his parents, and see the awe and
wonder in those eager eyes; and you
suffer with a nervous lay reader as he
reads the lessons for the first time.
It is vesting the chalice and praying
for all who will make their communions
that day, and it is laying out the priest’s
vestments according to the centuries old
custom, especially when you know he
has The
hadRt.
a hard
weekC.ministering
to his
Rev. Alfred
"Chip" Marble Jr.
parish Assisting
family.Bishop
You(Northwest)
ask God to
strengthen and help him as he looks
after all who worship in this place.
One day you go into the church and
find a single tiny rosebud on the altar
cover - somebody has been there before
you with a special thanksgiving, and
that thanksgiving becomes a part of you.
Come join the Altar Guild!!
Suzanne

ECW Handbooks
If you would like your ECW
handbook, please pick it up in the office.
Any not picked up by June 2 will be
recycled.

Wide Mouth Vases
We are in desperate need of WIDE
mouth vases for delivery of altar
flowers to shut-ins.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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From Episcopal Church Memes (Facebook)
Courtesy of: facebook.com/EpiscopalChurchMemes

Lou Boaz’s Vacation

Fr. Rick’s Vacation

Lou will be gone the week of April
29th. Jenny Wilkins is dragging her
kicking and screaming to the beach!
The church office will open that
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. If
you would be able to answer the phone
on Tuesday, April 30th or Wednesday,
May 1st, please contact Lou Boaz or
Parker Graham.

Fr. Rick and D’aun will be gone
from April 26th – May 9th for their
daughter Meghen’s wedding. Fr.
Nelson Hodgkins will celebrate
communion with us on April 28th and
Ches Kennedy will preach during
Morning Prayer on May 5th. If there is
an emergency, please contact Parker
Graham (349-1882).
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“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

March 31
Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

16
80

April 7
Second Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

12
54

April 14
Third Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

10
44

April 21
Fourth Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

9
56

Coffee ?
Lemonade ?
Volunteers ?

Each year the Merry Month of
May brings along a dilemma for us.
We usually think of Lemonade on the
Lawn beginning after Memorial Day.
However, there are no volunteers
scheduled for Coffee Hour. If you
would be willing to provide either,
please let Lou know in the office.

Pledge Report
March 2013
Total Revenue

$ 17,143.00

Total Operations Expenses $ 15,351.00
Difference
16

$ 1,792.00

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Dynamic Fitness
156 N. Scales St.

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive
Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 49,949.00
When you’re ready to
$ 42,859.00
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
$ 7,090.00
listen.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector

•

•

•

•

•

•

• Youth Leader
The Very Rev. Dr. Richard “Rick” Miles
Tommy Thorn 616-0800
349-3511, Ext. 102
lthorn2@triad.rr.com
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
Organist
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Ed Spencer
Tom Ham 932-2212
349-3511, Ext. 104
tjhamiii@att.net
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
Interim Choral Director
• Librarian
D'aun Miles
Susan Bullock 616-1029
336-349-5090
susanhbullock@gmail.com
daunmiles@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
jim_mccloskey@me.com
Lou Ann Boaz
• ECW
349-3511, Ext. 101
Jeanne Horsley 342-2869
office@stthomasreidsville.org
susyandbill@triad.rr.com
Janet DeBerry
Nursery Coordinator
donathan1008@aol.com 375-7073
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
Sextons
Ken Avery 419-0538
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
• Pledge Treasurer
Diane Allen 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-8633
• Webmaster
Episcopal Day School Administrator
John Bullock 616-1029
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Parker Graham
Senior Warden
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Janet DeBerry
375-7073
donathan1008@aol.com

Chris Hicks
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Jim McCloskey
Junior Warden
349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com

Laura Felts
349-4554
minnielaura@bellsouth.net

Elisabeth Pugh
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Sarah Cobb
932-0726
sarahlee51@bellsouth.net

Don Gwarek
349-5074
dgwarek@triad.rr.com

Todd Walker
342-9632
ToddJon5@triad.rr.com
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Stitches of Love
Photos courtesy of Dale Fulton

Phase 1: Stitches of Love begins work
on this year’s quilt...

Phase 2:
It won’t be long now!
“Lacy”, the Mon. morning wake-up call!
www.StThomasReidsville.org

There will be one
combined 10:00
service that morning
followed by a
reception for Bishop
Marble.

Bishop Marble
will be at St. Thomas
on June 2nd for
confirmation.

Combined 10:00 Service Sunday June 2

The Rt. Rev. Alfred C. "Chip" Marble Jr.
Assisting Bishop (Northwest)

Bishop Marble’s Visit

May 2013

Return Service Requested

315 Lindsey Street
Reidsville, NC 27320
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