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Stitches of Love
Photos courtesy of Parker Graham & Dale Fulton

Look what our Stitches of Love ladies have been up to lately! Many thanks to
Elisabeth Pugh for teaching a recent two-session class on these beautiful quilted
table runners. The group will also soon begin work on this year’s quilt for the Fall
Bazaar raffle so the Vestry Room will be reserved on Monday April 22 through
Tuesday April 23 so that they can set up their sewing machines for a two-day
stitching marathon.
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“Of CEO’S and Prodigals”
The Very Rev. Dr. Rick Miles, Rector

I recently read an article in the
Anglican Digest by The Rev. Evan
Garner of St. John’s in Decatur,
Georgia. It got me to thinking. So, I’ve
adapted it here with some of my own
thoughts. Our recent encounter with the
Parable of the Prodigal probably got me
musing on this subject.
And the Subject is CEO’s. You
know: that acronym we like to use for
the folk who come on Christmas and
Easter Only. Some people may dismiss
them as half-hearted Christians, but I
actually like them. In a culture that
celebrates secularism, I find it
encouraging that they feel that draw to
attend church on these “highest” of holy
holidays. Let me be clear: I am not
encouraging lackluster church
attendance. I think that every single
person should be in worship every
single week. Still, I rejoice in the
richness our CEOs add to our worship
when they are with us.
Beyond our CEOs, I’m also drawn to
those folks who essentially never
brighten the doorway of our sanctuary,
and yet claim a specific connection to
St. Thomas. I’m not sure what it means
to “belong” when someone never shows
up. After all, how can someone take part
in the life of our community if they are
never here? These folks make our
CEOs look devoutly observant. Yet,
they still feel that St. Thomas is their
church.
These are the folks who see me in the
grocery store and, because of my

clerical collar, stop to
ask me which church
I serve. When I tell
them St. Thomas,
they smile and
state that they are
members, (or that
they grew up here
and it’s still
“home”.) These are
the people who call me
on the phone when a family
member has died to ask if I will bury
their relative who “loved St. Thomas”
even though he or she has not attended
in over a decade. These are sometimes
the people I write birthday cards to just
because their name is still on some
yellowed page in the Parish register, and
no longer in our church telephone
directory. Who are these folks? They are
a part of our Parish family, even if we
have not seen them for a long time.
The most remarkable thing about
these folks who claim St. Thomas as
their own, even though they seldom if
ever show up, is that they still feel a
connection here; that they still sense that
they belong. I see that as an opening; an
opportunity to welcome them back.
Several of those people whom I have
met in the store or spoken with on the
phone, or written to have started coming
to worship. A few of them are here
almost every Sunday.
Their renewed relationship with St.
Thomas reminds me that God never
writes off any of his prodigal children.
God is truly the greatest of all Prodigals;
Continued on page 4
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“Of CEO’S and Prodigals”

Continued from page 3

after all, to be prodigal means to give
away your treasures with abandon and
that’s how God gives his love; freely
giving it away, and always waiting for
us no matter how long it takes,
welcoming each of us back with open
arms.
That seems to me to be just the right
posture for every one of us as well. St.
Thomas is one of the most genuinely
welcoming churches I have ever known.
Easter is upon us. CEOs and Prodigals
will be coming to worship. Let us be
even more prodigal with our love and in
our welcome.
Fr. Rick

Watch us on the Web
Live at 11:00 AM Sundays:
ustream.tv/channel/JohnSTR
Any time on our YouTube channel:
youtube.com/user/StThomasReidsville

“Words of Welcome”
No matter where you come from
or where you're going
No matter what you believe
or what you doubt
No matter what you feel
or just don't feel today
No matter whom you love
You are welcome into this space
to be met by a God
Who knows you by name,
who knows your heart,
who knows your mind, and…
Who wants to have a relationship with you.

Courtesy of The Episcopal Diocese of Texas - www.epicenter.org
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Vestry Highlights
Fr. Rick convened the meeting at St.
Thomas Episcopal Church on March 11,
2013 at 7:00 pm with an opening prayer.
Members present: Fr. Rick, Parker
Graham, Sarah Cobb, Janet DeBerry,
Don Gwarek, Elisabeth Pugh and Chris
Hicks.
Absent: Laura Felts, Jim
McCloskey and Todd Walker.
The Treasurer’s Report was
provided by Ken Avery. He noted that
revenues tend to decrease during the
summer. The reports are easy to read
and give pertinent information, for
example, a couple of CD’s are maturing
this month and a motion was approved
to move them to the Money Market
account.
The Rector’s Report included the
following: The youth preparing for
confirmation are heading to the
National Cathedral for a VIP tour on
April 13 and 14. Seven children will be
in attendance. If you can help to
sponsor a child, please contact Fr. Rick
or Parker Graham. Fr. Rick submitted
vacation and Study Leave dates for the
vestry to consider and approve for this
year. All dates were approved. Fr. Rick
has made suggestions regarding supply
priests for the Sundays he will miss and
this will be finalized in the near future.
Our budget currently does not allow for
supply priests and this is something that
will need to be considered for next
year’s budget. Bishop Marble will be
visiting on June 2. Confirmation for
seven children will be held and we have
at least three families joining St.
Thomas. Holy Week Services are
March 25 – 29.

The Senior Warden’s Report
included the following: Bishop Marble
will be meeting with the Vestry during
his June 2 visit to assist us with any
concerns and/or answer any questions
that we have. We have monies available
for the Backpack project which will get
us through this school year, however, for
next year, we will be about $500 - $600
short. We are hopeful that we can
continue this very vital outreach project
for the 2013-2014 year. We may do a
fundraiser and/or ask for some
backpack donations prior to the school
year beginning.
Regarding the Stewardship
report, The Rev. Canon Beth Ely has
confirmed that she can visit St. Thomas
on September 15; we will probably have
one service with a covered dish
luncheon afterwards.
Fr. Rick led the Vestry in Compline
and the meeting was adjourned at 8:30
pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Sarah R. Cobb

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Thoughts on Stewardship
In 2005, almost immediately after
Pope John Paul II died, Suzanne
Strempek Shea underwent a dramatic
shift in her faith. She had felt, for some
time, a disconnect from her church.
Although she was raised Roman
Catholic, educated in Catholic schools,
and was an active member of St. Peter
and Paul in Three Rivers,
Massachusetts, she became
disillusioned with her faith in general.
She had recently been diagnosed with
breast cancer and made the following
observation, “Some people run to
religion when they’re ill; I went in the
opposite direction.”
“While I held on to my parents’ gift
of God, it was God’s house that I came to
find problematic.” She then set out to
write Sundays in America: A Yearlong
Road Trip in Search of Christian Faith.
Her first visit, Easter Sunday, was to
New Zion Baptist Church in Harlem.
As opposed to her pomp, processionfilled Polish-American Catholic mass,
she entered a sanctuary that was filled
with the sounds of drums and music.
The congregants sang, shimmied, and
raised their arms for a two hour, joyous
celebration. Shea’s pilgrimage then
took her all over the United States and
even to an Episcopal parish in Maui,
Hawaii. Some of the more familiar
churches she visited were Jimmy
Carter’s Maranatha Baptist in Plains,
GA., Joel Olsteen’s Lakewood Church
in Houston, TX., Rick Warren’s
Saddleback Church in Lake Forest,
CA., and The US Military Academy
Cadet Chapel, in West Point, N.Y. She
also visited First Baptist in Spartanburg,
SC (a 400 member choir), a church in
6

Times Square that once hosted plays in
the Broadway Theatre district, and The
Colorado Springs Cowboy Church in
Colorado Springs, CO.
In each of her Sunday experiences,
Suzanne Shea took note of the sanctuary
or space, the worship activities, the
diversity of the congregation, the
friendliness of the parishioners, and the
sermon that was presented. Naturally
some places she visited were not as
warm or cordial and the words from the
minister were that of condemnation.
And some were not accepting of the
gay/lesbian community which detracted
from the church being welcoming and
the belief that God is a loving God.
As I read the account of her visit to
fifty churches across our nation, I
thought, “What if she visited St.
Thomas. What would we want her or
any visitor to experience?”
A year after her road trip ended, Shea
still considers herself Catholic. But
even now she spends many of her
Sundays visiting churches of other
denominations. And as the author was
on a pilgrimage, so are we. Among the
many inspiring places she visited was
Baltimore’s St. Sebastian’s breakaway
Catholic church for worshipers who feel
unwelcome in a traditional Catholic
church. On the day she attended, the
openly gay pastor preached against
discrimination. “Unabashed love was
as much a part of the structure of this
church as the bricks and mortar,” Shea
writes. “And shouldn’t that be the first
fact in any church that claims to serve
God?”
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Tom Balsley

Episcopal Day School
We hope everyone at St. Thomas’
had a wonderful Easter and a great start
to the spring season! The teachers and
children are looking forward to warmer,
sunny days.
March was busy with a lot of special
events at preschool. We had our annual
spring program and the children
presented “The Three Piggy Opera” for
friends and family. That was followed
by a taco dinner. Thank you to everyone
who supported our raffle ticket fundraiser! We also had a fun-filled Easter
party before leaving for Easter break.
The children enjoyed their Easter
snacks, craft and egg hunt.
We are continuing with our
academics among all the fun activities.
We covered letters Vv, Ww, Xx and Yy
during March. Several of our students

have already counted to 100 by
themselves! They are a smart bunch of
preschoolers!
Registration for the 2013-2014
school year is going well. We still have
some spots available. We are also
registering for our Kids Morning Out
summer program. The summer program
is for ages 2-5 (those who have already
attended kindergarten are not eligible)
and you do not have to be enrolled in the
fall program to attend. More
information on both programs is
available from the teachers.
Our annual Geranium Sale is now
underway. Order forms are available in
this newsletter [below] and will be
available in the Sunday bulletins.
Happy spring!

2013 Spring Plant Sale Fund Raiser
Episcopal Day School’s annual geranium sale is underway.
We are selling the same beautiful geraniums that we have sold the past several years.
Profits will go toward supplies for the school.
Colors
Red - Pink - Salmon - Violet (Fuschia) - White
$6 each
Orders and payment are due by April 24th, 2013
Geraniums can be picked up Wednesday, May 1st
Return bottom portion to one of the teachers or to the church office.

Name:
Make checks payable to “Episcopal Day School”
Red

Pink

Salmon

White

Violet
(Fuschia)

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Relay for Life - “Soles for Hope”
Rockingham County Relay for Life
May 17-18 2013
McMichael High School - Madison, NC

HELP US REACH OUR GOAL
The St. Thomas’ Relay for Life team Soles for HOPE is looking for your
support! - Our goal for 2013 is $1600.
St. Thomas team members are:
Team Captain, Jeanne Horsley
Daniel Bailey
Tom Balsley
Carol Johnson
Jim McCloskey
Betty Melchert

Brooke Melchert
D'aun Miles
Rick Miles
Anne Montaigne
Ben Neal

Hazel Post
Anna Stone
Laura Stone
Freda Watt
Daniel Yount

The American Cancer Society provides support services in Rockingham County:
LOOK GOOD FEEL BETTER assists cancer patients with hair and skin issues that
come with cancer treatments. REACH TO RECOVERY is a program for breast
cancer patients following surgery. ROAD TO RECOVERY provides transportation
assistance for trips to cancer treatments or doctor visits. ACS research has affected
each of us.
To make a donation make your check to American Cancer Society and
give to one of St. Thomas’ team members.
We are also selling luminaries again this year in memory or in honor of those
who have faced cancer. These luminary bags with candles will be lit and surround
the track, each bearing the name of a loved one. To order a luminary, fill out the form
[on page 10] and give to a team member along with your cash or check.
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Relay for Life - “Soles for Hope”
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Relay for Life - “Soles for Hope”

Luminaria Order Form
$10 white bag

$15 gold bag

$25 Tiki Torches

Name_________________________________

IN MEMORY________ IN HONOR______

Name_________________________________

IN MEMORY________ IN HONOR______
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Youth Pilgrimage

Bishop Marble’s Visit

Fr. Rick, D’aun and several
sponsors will be taking the Youth
Confirmation class to Washington, DC
to tour the National Cathedral on
Saturday, April 13th, and then attend a
service on Sunday, April 14th. They
will be staying at Washington Episcopal
School. If you would like to help
sponsor this wonderful opportunity,
please make your check out to St.
Thomas and designate it for the Youth
Pilgrimage. Fr. Nelson Hodgkins will
be the celebrant on April 14th.

The Rt. Rev. Alfred C. "Chip" Marble Jr.
Assisting Bishop (Northwest)

Fill the Tub
Please help us reach
out to others in our
community by
donating nonperishable items for
the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for April are:

potatoes, carrots, sweet peas,
fruit, pork & beans,
coffee and sugar.
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!

Bishop Marble will be at St. Thomas
on June 2nd for confirmation. Look for
more information in the May
Newsletter.

ECW

ECW Board Meeting – Thursday
April 11, 12:15 p.m. at Turk’s.
ECW General Meeting – Sunday
April 14 following the 11:00 service.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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From Episcopal Church Memes (Facebook)
Courtesy of: facebook.com/EpiscopalChurchMemes

Lou Boaz’s Vacation

Fr. Rick’s Vacation

Lou will be gone the week of April
29th. Jenny Wilkins is dragging her
kicking and screaming to the beach!
The church office will open that
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. If
you would be able to answer the phone
on Tuesday, April 30th or Wednesday,
May 1st, please contact Lou Boaz or
Parker Graham.

Fr. Rick and D’aun will be gone
from April 26th – May 9th for their
daughter Meghen’s wedding. Fr.
Nelson Hodgkins will celebrate
communion with us on April 28th and
Ches Kennedy will preach during
Morning Prayer on May 5th. If there is
an emergency, please contact Parker
Graham (349-1882).
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“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

March 3
3rd Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

12
79

March 10
4th Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

6
60

March 17
5th Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

14
55

March 24
Palm Sunday

12:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

14
58

Decals of the Episcopal Shield
are available in the Pipkin Parlor and
in the church office. (Both adhesive
and static cling types are available.)
You can pick one up in the parlor and
drop $1.00 into the offering with a
note that it's for a decal or see Lou to
purchase one during office hours.

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Dynamic Fitness
156 N. Scales St.

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive
Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
February 2013 Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 13,665.28
$ 24,739.13
Total Revenue
When you’re ready to
$ 29,716.44
Total Operations Expenses $ 11,252.31
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
$ 2,412.97 - $ 4,977.31
Difference
listen.

Pledge Report
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector

•

•

•

•

•

• Youth Leader
The Very Rev. Dr. Richard “Rick” Miles Tommy Thorn 616-0800
349-3511, Ext. 102
lthorn2@triad.rr.com
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
Organist
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Ed Spencer
Tom Ham 932-2212
349-3511, Ext. 104
tjhamiii@att.net
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
• Librarian
Lou Ann Boaz
Susan Bullock 616-1029
349-3511, Ext. 101
susanhbullock@gmail.com
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
Nursery Coordinator
jim_mccloskey@me.com
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• ECW
Jeanne Horsley 342-2869
Sextons
susyandbill@triad.rr.com
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Janet DeBerry
Diane Allen 349-3511
donathan1008@aol.com 375-7073
• Men’s Club
Episcopal Day School Administrator
• Treasurer
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)
Ken Avery 419-0538
• Pledge Treasurer
Joanne Piazza 349-8633
• Webmaster
John Bullock 616-1029
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Parker Graham
Senior Warden
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Janet DeBerry
375-7073
donathan1008@aol.com

Chris Hicks
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Jim McCloskey
Junior Warden
349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com

Laura Felts
349-4554
minnielaura@bellsouth.net

Elisabeth Pugh
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Sarah Cobb
932-0726
sarahlee51@bellsouth.net

Don Gwarek
349-5074
dgwarek@triad.rr.com

Todd Walker
342-9632
ToddJon5@triad.rr.com
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Petry Baptism - March 3, 2013
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

Lenten Suppers & Programs 2013

“Lacy”, the Mon. morning wake-up call!
www.StThomasReidsville.org

See Page 10

Luminaria Order Form

Also

Purchase tickets by April 12th

Saturday April 20 5-7pm

Barbeque CHICKEN Dinner
On-The-Go

April 2013
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