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“Lacy”, the Mon. morning wake-up call!
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“ Now, about those New Year’s Resolutions…”
While reading through my “Winter”
issue of the Anglican Digest, I came
across this “right-on” article by The
Rev. Barry Kubler of St. Philip’s in
Southport, North Carolina. I think that
he hits the mark at the center when it
comes to New Year’s resolutions;
especially ones we could be considering
for ourselves in this New Year. Here is
what he has written.
“Trying to decide on the focus of a
January newsletter article, I asked the
staff and volunteers in the office what
they would like me to write about. There
was no hemming and hawing. One said,
“Tell the congregation that they need to
make resolutions, and then keep them.”
Another said, “Tell them not to make
resolutions because none of us like to
add stress to our lives, and we usually
don’t follow through with what we say
we’ll do anyway.” Another opined, “I’d
rather remind you of your resolution
than try to keep one of my own.” “Be the
change you want to see.” Soon, I was
faced with the task of unpacking their
contributions and presenting them in an
insightful and helpful way.”
“Our sincerity and enthusiasm in
making resolutions (which typically
have more to do with things like our
inability to stop smoking and lose
weight) have usually evaporated by
February. So, why do we make them? I
believe that deep down in our souls
there is a natural craving , a gnawing, an
ache, a God-provoked need to be better
people. We are faced with the choice of
either acknowledging our need to be

better people and
doing something
about It, or we
rationalize the state
of our lives by
saying, “I’m okay
just the way I am. I
don’t need to make
any changes.”
“Now I believe
God loves us as we are. I
hope you do too. I also
believe that God doesn’t expect us to
lead static lives or sit on our laurels.
God’s expectations of us are pretty high.
After all, God created us and God
doesn’t do shoddy work. We have been
endowed with great gifts and
opportunities to “do even greater things
than these,” says Jesus.”
“So, whether a resolution or two is
something you engage in each year, I
have one that I believe will stand the test
of time. Resolve that God will be first in
your life, others second, and yourself
third. Here is one example as to how that
might work: ‘I resolve to nurture the
most important relationship in my life,
the one God established with me at my
baptism, by being in church every week
to praise and thank Him.’”
Thank you Fr. Barry for saying this
so well! I would add just one more
thought. It’s an acronym: Jesus first,
Others second, and Yourself third.
Those three in that order create JOY.
May you have great JOY in your life
throughout this new, New Year.
Blessings, Peace, and JOY,
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Fr. Rick
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Thoughts on Stewardship
Since Friday, December 14, we have
all been trying to make sense of the
heartbreaking tragedy that took place at
Sandy Hook Elementary School in
Newtown, Connecticut where 20
students and seven educators were shot
and killed by a deranged gunman. In
times past, many may have taken
comfort in the thought that any sort of
misfortune must have been the will of
God. I cannot think this way anymore.
Some, when they heard this sad
news, may have asked, “Where was
God and how could he let such a terrible
incident happen?” And, “What kind of
God would favor some children over
others?” Given the profound suffering
experienced in the past several years
with painful occurrences like Hurricane
Katrina, the Haiti earthquake, the
Virginia Tech massacre, and the Aurora
shooting, we realize that God is not the
“puppet master in the sky” with the
ability to pull strings. He is also not the
“bellhop in the sky” to do as we insist.
But naturally many of us think about the
“God questions” when a person we love
dies or an innocent person is killed
whose only fault was that they were in
the wrong place at the wrong time.
There is no way to explain why bad
things happen to good people or why
events took place in Newtown as they
did. My belief, however, is that every
life, no matter how brief, is of value.
The sweetness, smiles, and, laughter
these young children provided for so
many will live on forever. I am also
reminded that the two basic
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commandments in any religion are to
love God and our neighbors as we love
ourselves. And when people from all
over come together to grieve, support
each other, or lend a sympathetic ear, it
allows us to see that God is love and that
goodness exists. While we may not be
able to effect gun legislation or mental
health issues, as people of faith it is
imperative that instead of cruelty we
choose kindness, instead of indifference
we choose to be involved, and instead of
hate we choose love. It is only by
adopting these practices that good shall
triumph over evil and the in-breaking of
God’s kingdom can become a reality
where we live and interact with our
neighbor.
Tom Balsley

Pancake Supper?
Although we are just beginning a
new year, the season of Lent is fast
approaching. Ash Wednesday will be
February 13 so our Shrove Tuesday
Pancake supper (February 12) will be
here before you know it.
We would very much like to know if
anyone will be willing to head up the
Pancake Supper this year so that it
doesn’t fall through the cracks like a
couple of years ago. If you would like to
volunteer for this effort, please call the
office (349-3511) and let Lou know.
Thank you!
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Episcopal Day School
Photo courtesy of Tom Ham

Happy 2013 to everyone! It’s hard
to believe that we have finished almost
½ of our preschool year. We have a lot
of fun at preschool and we slip in a lot of
learning, too. Our kids are doing great
learning their letters, shapes, colors,
numbers and even more. We are very
proud of all of them for trying so hard
and their parents for reinforcing the
skills at home. It’s a great group of
children!
December was a short but busy
month for us. We continued with our
academic material but we also spent a
week on just Christmas. We talked
about Santa, reindeer, elves and other
fun Christmas things but we also spent
time learning about the real reason for
Christmas - Jesus’ birth! We even had a
birthday party for Jesus, complete with
party hats and we sang ‘Happy
Birthday’ before we enjoyed our
Christmas treats.

We held our annual food drive for the
Reidsville Outreach Center and we
collected enough to fill a grocery cart.
Thank you to Tom Ham for coming by
and talking to the children about how
and why the food is distributed.
A big “thank you” goes out to
Richard Piazza for making homemade
pizza for all the preschoolers, parents
and teachers.
He knows a little
something about cooking :) We were all
very appreciative of his generosity and
enjoyed eating delicious pizza!
Registration for fall 2013 enrollment
will begin the first part of February.
Please contact the school for a
registration/information packet if you
are interested. We anticipate openings
but acceptance for new students is based
on the postmark date. Please let us
know if you have any questions.
We wish everyone a safe and happy
New Year!
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ECW Morning Chapter
Photos courtesy of Susan Bullock
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ECW Morning Chapter & General Meeting
Thanks to Dottie Worth for hosting
the Morning Chapter meeting on
Tuesday December 11 and for the
delicious refreshments! We were able to
fill 15 “goodie bags” for the staff and
shut-ins.

There will be an ECW Board
Meeting on Thursday January 24 at
noon at Turk’s.
The General Meeting will be held
following the 11:00 service on Sunday
January 27.

The Morning Chapter will not meet
in January.

11:00 AM Service Live Streamed
Watch us Live!
Sundays at 11:00 AM
Family Service - Streamed Live each week
on our Ustream channel:
ustream.tv/channel/JohnSTR

Or Watch us Later!
Recording available
the next day or any time
on our YouTube Channel:
youtube.com/user/StThomasReidsville

www.StThomasReidsville.org

7

New Vestry Members
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

Sarah Cobb

Stewardship - Final Report
We have finally completed the
Stewardship Campaign for 2013. We
received pledges totaling $167,570.60
and may receive a couple more. This
represents the most successful
Stewardship Campaign we have ever
had!
Our theme this year was “We
Believe,” and your response is proof
that, as a church community, we do
believe in our mission and ministry. We
believe we can continue to meet the
challenges ahead of us. We believe we
can achieve even greater things in the
future.
Thanks to everyone on the
Stewardship Committee and to
everyone of you. All of us together have
made this possible.
Bill Horsley

Fill the Tub
Please help us
reach out to others
in our community
by donating nonperishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for

Janet DeBerry

January are:

potatoes, carrots, mac & cheese,
fruit, pork & beans,
coffee and soap.
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!
Don Gwarek
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“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

December 2
First Sunday of Advent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

11
69

December 9
Second Sunday of Advent

10:00 a.m.

14
68

December 16
Third Sunday of Advent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

11
61

December 23
Fourth Sunday of Advent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

20
?

December 24
Christmas Eve

11:00 p.m.

129

December 25
Christmas Day

10:00 a.m.
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Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Dynamic Fitness
156 N. Scales St.

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive
Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

Our “Bucket” Wish List
Plastic containers (gallon or larger) with lids needed.
We need to replace soup and shrimp containers. We
A Stephen Minister can
especially need containers for freezing the shrimp.
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
November 2012 Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 8,886.08 $ 154,036.82
Total Revenue
When you’re ready to
Total Operations Expenses $ 13,051.68 $ 180,334.83
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
- $ 4,165.00 - $ 26,298.04
Difference
listen.

Pledge Report

16
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Dr. Richard “Rick” Miles
349-3511, Ext. 102
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Lou Ann Boaz
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt
Diane Allen

349-3511
349-3511

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)

• Youth Leader
Tommy Thorn 616-0800
lthorn2@triad.rr.com
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@att.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Dot Shelton 342-2433
irishbr@aol.com
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
Tag Haigler (Interim)
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 616-1029
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Parker Graham
Senior Warden
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Janet DeBerry
375-7073
donathan1008@aol.com

Chris Hicks
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Jim McCloskey
Junior Warden
349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com

Laura Felts
349-4554
minnielaura@bellsouth.net

Elisabeth Pugh
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Sarah Cobb
342-2606
sarahlee51@bellsouth.net

Don Gwarek
349-5074
dgwarek@triad.rr.com

Todd Walker
342-9632
ToddJon5@triad.rr.com
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Advent & Christmas 2012
Photos courtesy of Parker Graham, John Bullock & Elisabeth Pugh
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