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“Lacy”, the Mon. morning wake-up call!
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From the Rector’s Desk
November is here! That means
preparations for Thanksgiving,
gathering friends and family, and other
holiday plans are starting to come into
focus. It also means that planning for
Advent and Christmas is already
underway at Church. Unlike the stores
and shopping centers, of course, we
won’t be springing up Advent and
Christmas decorations until December.
(BTW, Advent begins on the first
Sunday of December this year, and
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will
come right after the fourth Sunday in
December!)
For our culture at large, it seems that
the Church gets around to mentioning
Advent and Christmas a bit late. The
advertisers and toy stores and specialty
food and other catalogue merchants
have been flooding our airways since
the beginning of October; some started
with catalogues in August! (That’s, of
course, when their ads would fit
between all the political ads this
season.)
But imagine if the Church didn’t
mention Christmas until the week
before the Day itself. What if it didn’t

even mention Advent
season, or even
admit that such a
season exists?
What if Christmas
w a s
o n l y
considered to be a
day-long event, and
not twelve days
long, ending in
Epiphany, (whatever
that is?) Imagine wondering
what the twelve was about in that
“Twelve Days of Christmas” song.
Well, if you grew up in a nonliturgical church, (such as everybody
else other than Episcopal, Lutheran, or
Roman Catholic), that’s exactly how it
was for you. Those of us who did grow
up that way only knew that the seasons
were changing through our culture at
large, and the stores. Even Christmas
and Advent carols were only sung in
Church just before and after Christmas
Day. We didn’t know then that we were
missing something spiritually and
emotionally vital.
Now we do. The seasons of the
Church are, as the seasons of the year,
Continued on page 4
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From the Rector’s Desk (continued)

Continued from page 3

incredibly important to us now. We feel
it in our bones as well as in our souls. We
celebrate our Lord’s presence in our
lives as each new season comes into
view. With each new season, we pull out
and sing different music, not necessarily
new but different songs and liturgical
pieces that help reawaken us to and
celebrate with the journey of the year.
Some of this new, or just different,
music is sung at all those incidental
spots in the worship service: the Gloria
at the beginning, the Sequence
(Gradual) at the Gospel reading, the
Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) at the
Eucharistic proper, and the Fraction at
the breaking of the bread.
You may have noticed that we have
been learning several (new to us, but not
to the Church at large) incidental pieces
of music this year. This changing of
music has been for a specific purpose.
Eventually, as each new season comes
upon us, there will be a complete set of
four incidental pieces at the outset of
each season. As we get used to the ones
we don’t quite know yet, and mingle
them with the old tried and true ones
we’ve known for years, they will all
become familiar. Each set will mark the
entrance into a new season, greeting us
as old friends and companions along the
journey; drawing us in to the celebration
of the liturgical year. For the moment
getting to know these soon to be new
friends can be a little discomfiting. After
all, new, even if it is old, requires
stepping out of our usual routine. The
time will soon come, though, when we
will wonder how we ever got along
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without these new good-old friends.
So, our challenge is this: hang in
there! May we learn something new that
it may deepen the very thing we all hold
so dear; the old liturgical year. Let these
new musical acquaintances become old
friends. Let them lead us in the new
seasons coming to again “feel it” in our
bones and in our souls. May our Lord
richly bless you and yours this
Thanksgiving, and Advent and
Christmas coming.
Fr. Rick

Remember...
Daylight Saving Time
ends at 2 a.m.
Sunday November 4

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Thoughts on Stewardship
In addition to hosting the 2012
Summer Olympics, London provided
the setting for the 2012 Paralympics this
past month. For those who may not be
familiar, the Paralympics are a multisport event for the disabled in which
over 4,000 athletes from all over the
world participated.
In Sports Illustrated and on the
evening news, various participants were
featured. Their stories are inspiring to
say the least. Two competitors, Rob
Jones and Oksana Masters, put
themselves through rigorous and often
painful workouts to compete in the
mixed doubles skills rowing event in
which they won a bronze medal. Jones
was a US Marine in Afghanistan who
lost both legs when he was wounded by
an improvised explosive device (IED).
Masters, an adopted orphan from the
Ukraine, underwent amputations on
both legs as a result of radiation
poisoning from a near-by nuclear power
plant.
Other athletes, like Martine
Wiltshire of London, took up “Sitting
Volleyball” after she lost her legs. She
was a passenger on a train which
exploded due to a fellow passenger’s
suicide attempt.
And then there is Brad Snyder, who
lettered in swimming at the US Naval
Academy. He was attempting to
detonate a bomb in Afghanistan and lost
his eyesight. He won gold medals in the
200 and 400 meter freestyle events.

The common thread running
throughout these stories is not just about
overcoming barriers but letting go of the
unfortunate events that caused them to
be disfigured and unable to live a
normal life.
No doubt their difficulties have been
huge. However, their comments are
really affirmations we can borrow even
if we have not suffered a catastrophic
loss. Oksana Masters states, “I will
never waste another day of my life
again. You don’t get second chances.”
Rob Jones feels that too many good
things have happened to him since he
lost his legs: rowing, new friendships,
and experiences. Martine Wiltshire
reveals, “I have two choices, give up or
do something with my life.” Brad
Snyder tells us that with swimming he is
looking forward to celebrating how far
he has come this past year.
The miracle I see in all of this is that
each of these persons gradually
accepted the fact that the past could not
be changed. They then used a challenge,
like the Paralympics, in which to focus
their energies and skills. We can learn
from this by realizing how important it
is to appreciate and enjoy the blessings
we have at the present time. Adversity
will come our way eventually. However,
our ability to handle it determines how
productively we can live our own lives
and perhaps be an inspiration to those
around us.
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Tom Balsley
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Episcopal Day School
October was an exciting month at
preschool as we were busy with the
letters C, D, E, F and G. We also had
units on pumpkins and Halloween. We
had a fun trip to the pumpkin patch
where we enjoyed a hay ride, the
jumping pillow and other fun games.
We dressed up in our costumes for our
Halloween party and did some indoor
trick-or-treating.

package of BoxTops and will receive
more than $200! Outstanding! This is
the highest amount we’ve ever
collected. Our mum sale was a record
breaker, too! We sold more than 700
mums and raised just over $1,200 for
school expenses. Thank you for your
support!
We hope everyone has a great
Thanksgiving!

Thanks to everyone who is saving
and turning in the BoxTops for
Education. We have submitted a

Family Service Live Streamed
Watch us Live!
Sundays at 11:00 AM
Family Service - Streamed Live each week
on our Ustream channel:
ustream.tv/channel/JohnSTR

Or Watch us Later!
Recording available
the next day or any time
on our YouTube Channel:
youtube.com/user/StThomasReidsville
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Stewardship Campaign
The 2013 Stewardship Campaign is well underway. I’m not going to discuss the
financial part of the campaign here, except to remind everyone to turn in pledges as
soon as possible. The Stewardship Committee will visit those whose pledges are not
turned in by the annual meeting.
We have other needs and good Christian stewardship includes time and talent.
The back of the pledge cards lists a number of ministries in which you can
participate. We need your help. Particularly, we need volunteers to:
• Work in the church office, answering the phone, helping fold newsletters and
other mailings, filing, etc. As you know, Lou, our secretary, is not full time so we
need people to pitch in.
• Help teach Sunday School. We have a number of young people now with some
age diversity. Jim McCloskey and Alex Melchert have done a great job, but the age
disparity is such that we need to separate the classes. You may also have a good idea
for an Adult Ed program you’d like to do.
• Sing in the choir. We have a great, dedicated group but could also use more
voices, especially men.
• We need ushers. If you’re willing to serve as an usher about once every two
months (or more often) let us know. We’ll teach you what you need to know.
• The Altar Guild could use more hands. This involves setting up and taking
down the altar each service. Our loyal crew will train you.
• We could use some new “hands” for coffee hour in the fall and winter and
lemonade on the lawn in spring and summer.
• Volunteer to work at the Thanksgiving Dinner, the Pancake Supper and/or the
ShrimpFest. There’s plenty to do with a special need for people to help clean up
afterwards.
• Participate in Relay for Life.
• Help St. Thomas’ with Meals on Wheels. This involves delivering meals one
Friday a month. Contact Dot Ferneyhough if you’re willing and able to help.
• Help count the weekly offering. We must have two people each Sunday to count
the offering. The folks doing it now could use some rest every once in a while.
• Serve on an active church committee. This includes the Worship Committee,
Adult Education Committee, Stewardship Committee, Outreach Committee,
Christian Education, etc.
• Volunteer to help when it’s St. Thomas’s turn to work at the Soup Kitchen.
• Consider becoming part of the Stephen Ministry, helping others in their time of
need.
• Serve as a Lay Reader and/or Lector at worship services.
• Can you sew, knit or crochet? The folks of Stitches of Love have a great time
and provide a true service to St. Thomas’ and the community.
• Volunteer to help at the Day School. There is always a need for someone to read
to the children and help with some of the school’s activities.
There’s plenty to do at St. Thomas’ and even though we’re a small church there’s
enough of us to get it done. Be a good steward.
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A Tribute to Branch Bobbitt
Photo courtesy of Cavin & Stovall Photography

My friendship with Branch started
around 1970 when I went to work with
Macfield, a textile firm headquartered
in Madison. I was in Human Resources
and Branch was in Sales. But I got to
know him better as he and Patricia
began attending St. Thomas. He was
that type of person that took time to talk,
share a laugh, or give good advice
should a problem arise. I always
admired him for his conscientiousness
in taking care of his yarn customers –
giving them the products they needed,
when they required it, and just exactly
how they wanted it.
Once at a
workshop, I ran into someone I knew
and Branch’s name was brought up.
The person to whom I was speaking
said, “I have known Branch for many
years and he is just a prince of a fellow.
He has literally gone out of his way to
help my company be successful.”

so, his final days were spent full of
gratitude, love, courage, and faith in
God.
Tom Balsley

In Loving Memory

Later, when Macfield was bought by
another company, Branch opened a
hosiery business in Stoneville. There he
provided employment for a good many Please pray for the repose of the souls of
people of that town. Those who worked
for him said he was a wonderful boss. In
Branch Bobbitt, Jr.
addition, he was a devoted husband and
d. September 25, 2012
father. Branch was always so proud of
his family, and particularly in Josh and
Evelyn Slaydon Beane
Bill’s accomplishments. Three weeks
(Mother of Jenny Wilkins)
before his death he told me that he was
d. October 10, 2012
overwhelmed that so many people had
contacted him during his illness and
Tommy G. Thorn, Sr.
wished him well. This lifted his spirits
(Father of Tommy Thorn)
and helped him to realize just how much
d. October 20, 2012
people liked and appreciated him. In
the end Branch’s illness overcame him
sooner than any of us expected. Even
May light perpetual shine upon them.
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Reidsville Outreach Center – a refresher course
The Reidsville Outreach Center was
originally started as a joint effort
between St. Thomas Episcopal Church
and First Presbyterian Church. It
managed to stay alive for a while but
finally began to die. This was 1998. In
2003, The Rev. Bill Oldland and Ms.
Clara Gunn saw a need to start it back
up to help feed the needy in
Rockingham County. They chipped in
$25.00 each to get it going again.
The Center is currently in its 4th
location having outgrown each of the
first 3 sites. It started out in a pantry in
the Soup Kitchen. It then moved to
Gilmer St in an old laundry site. The
third site was in the stockroom of the old
ABC building on Scales St. across from
Fire Station #1. It moved from there to
its present location at 435 SW Market
St. in 2008. This building appears to be
adequate for the near future.
We are currently serving a total of
497 food clients, and out of that group,
approximately 245 – 280 families come
in every other week to get food. Last
year we had a total of 13,030 families
come and get food. In 2010, that
number was 10,821. You can see that
our numbers are going up each year.
For this reason we changed from every
week distribution to every other week.
In short, our numbers of families are up,
food supplies are down, donations are
down, and our cost to purchase food is
up. I encourage you to think of this
when you see the ‘Fill the Tub’ section
in the bulletin and the newsletter.

Please see me if you have any
questions regarding the Center. I will be
happy to answer them or give you a tour
of our facilities.
Tom Ham

Fill the Tub
Please help us
reach out to others
in our community
by donating nonperishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for
November are:

potatoes, carrots, mac & cheese,
fruit, pork & beans,
coffee and soap.
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!
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Congratulations to Gracie! ...
Congratulations to Gracie
Roberson on her recent retirement from
Mayberry in Eden. Although she says
she misses working each day, she is
looking forward to having the time to
enjoy some other activities.

... and to The “Very” Reverend!
Congratulations to Fr. Rick! On
Tuesday, Oct.16th the Greensboro
Convocation met, and among many
other important matters, elected a new
Dean. By a large majority, Fr. Rick was
chosen to become the new Dean. He
will serve for the next three years. Just
so you know what the Dean does, the
Dean is in charge of helping our Bishops
and Regional Cannons to coordinate the
mission and communication of the
Convocation. Our Convocation
includes all the Episcopal congregations
from Eden in the North to Asheboro in
the South, from Thomasville and
Mayodan in the West to Burlington and
Haw River in the East. This includes
eighteen congregations, two schools,
the UNCG campus ministry, and thirtysix resident clergy. Fr. Rick is now
officially, The Very Rev. Dr. Richard
Miles.
10

Note Fr. Rick’s special hat. Although it does
match his clerical shirt, it is not a part of the
official garb of a Convocation Dean.
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ECW
ECW General
Meeting: Sunday
November 18, after
church.
ECW Board
Meeting: Thursday
November 15, 12:00 at Turks.
The 130th Annual Meeting of the
Episcopal Church Women of the
Diocese of North Carolina will be
hosted by the women of the Rocky
Mount Convocation on November 9-10,
2012 at All Saints Episcopal Church in
Roanoke Rapids. If you are interested in
attending please contact Anne
Montaigne (349-9441).

Morning Chapter – We will meet
on Tuesday, Nov. 13th at 10:30am in the
Vestry Room. Please look at the
questions in the back of the book and
pick one you would like to have
discussed.

Our “Bucket” Wish List
Plastic containers (gallon or larger)
with lids needed. We need to replace
soup and shrimp containers.
We
especially need containers for freezing
the shrimp.

Fall Bazaar & Luncheon
Thanks to all who planned, supplied
items, and helped with the bazaar. A
special thanks to our two honorary
members, Steve Worth, who is tall
enough to stir the soup, and John
Bullock and his son, Stephen Wofford,
who are strong enough to set up and take
down tables and chairs. An
overwhelming thank you to Dot
Shelton for making the soups. Many
thanks also to all who donated silent
auction items, especially Elisabeth
Pugh and Anne Montaigne for a trip to
the mountains or the beach.
For those who were unable to attend,
we do have soup for sale at $4 a quart.
To date we have taken in a little over
$4200, but there are still some expenses
that will need to be paid.

Bazaar
Raffle Winners
$50 gift certificate to Celtic Fringe
Joyce Fulcher
$100 in gas
Joanne Stokes
Quilt
Pat Foeller
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church By-Laws
There is no record of By-Laws
having been written for St. Thomas and
the Diocese prefers each Parish have
By-Laws. Therefore, a set of By-Laws
will need to be approved by the
congregation at our General Meeting
November 11th. They will then be sent

to the Diocese for their approval.
Please read these carefully and come to
the General Meeting in November with
comments or suggestions you would
like to make. These By-Laws and
explanations are posted on our web site.

StThomasReidsville.org/bylaws.pdf
Blessed Mums

Last October, I had altar duty and
there was one Sunday we had no
flowers. I ran to Lowe’s and bought 2
small mums and placed them in
Suzanne’s containers and they adorned
the altar that Sunday. I took them home
and planted them in my flower bed,
about 2 feet apart.
12

This mum bush is the result of those
two little plants from the altar. I call
them my blessed mums and thank God
for this glorious display in my flower
bed this year.
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Joanne Piazza

“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

September 30
18th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

16
50

Dynamic Fitness

October 7
19th Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 a.m.

91

8:30 a.m.
October 14
20th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

11
56

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

7
55

8:30 a.m.
October 28
22nd Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

17
36

October 21
21st Sunday after Pentecost

Decals of the Episcopal Shield
are available in the Pipkin Parlor and
in the church office. (Both adhesive
and static cling types are available.)
You can pick one up in the parlor and
drop $1.00 into the offering with a
note that it's for a decal or see Lou to
purchase one during office hours.

156 N. Scales St.

Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
September 2012 Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 14,963.74 $ 118,875.84
Total Revenue
When you’re ready to
Total Operations Expenses $ 11,927.19 $ 142,015.87
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
$ 3,036.55 - $ 23,140.03
Difference
listen.

Pledge Report

16
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Dr. Richard “Rick” Miles
349-3511, Ext. 102
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Lou Ann Boaz
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt
Diane Allen

349-3511
349-3511

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)

• Youth Leader
Tommy Thorn 616-0800
lthorn2@triad.rr.com
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@att.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Dot Shelton 342-2433
irishbr@aol.com
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
Tag Haigler (Interim)
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 616-1029
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Parker Graham
Senior Warden
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Chris Hicks
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Elisabeth Pugh
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Jim McCloskey
Junior Warden
349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com

Alex Melchert
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Todd Walker
342-9632
ToddJon5@triad.rr.com

Laura Felts
349-4554
minnielaura@bellsouth.net

Starr McHugh
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com
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Fall Bazaar & Luncheon
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham & John Bullock
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