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Prelude to...

a California Adventure
Full Story on page 11

Kick-off
Sunday

September 9
Services return to 8:30 & 11:00

Youth & Adult Christian Education at 9:45
Choir is Back!
Parish Meeting following the 11:00 service
www.StThomasReidsville.org

2012 Ministry Budget

Church-Wide Yard Sale
Photo courtesy of Dale Fulton

Thanks to all who worked so hard to make our yard sale a success. We took in
over $1800. A special thanks to Brian Pugh and Vance Bost for helping pick up
items for sale and Kris Rogers, Tom Ham, and Carol Pruitt for taking the
“Lacy”,
thetoMon.
morning
wake-up
call!
unsold
items
the Salvation
Army
and Goodwill.
2

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Why I Give

An unintended stewardship letter - The Rev. Dr. Rick Miles, Rector

This article didn’t start out to be
about stewardship. It was supposed to
be about the new Fall season at St.
Thomas, with everything gearing up for
adult and youth Christian Education,
and new songs of praise and adoration
from our choir’s music ministry, and the
new confirmation program for our
youth, and our Shrimpfest, and our
continued outreach to those in need
through our coming Community
Thanksgiving Dinner and a host of other
ministries. I’m really excited about this
stuff! So what happened?
Well, I opened a letter. It was from
my old college alma mater. There was
nothing unusual about it; they’ve been
sending me these letters ever since I
graduated. It was a request for money.
I’ve responded to these requests over
the years with the occasional donation
to some need or other. Mostly I’ve given
out of gratitude for the education I
received that others helped to finance
before me; paying it forward is what this
is called. Still, I’ve missed way more
opportunities to give than I’ve actually
been offered to take. In truth, I was
expecting to miss this one.
Yet, as the letter and bright brochure
were slipping from my hand toward the
recycling file, something caught my
eye. It was a concept drawing of a new
performing arts auditorium and
complex with the words, “Be part of the
future.” Now, having been part of the
past as a music major on that campus,
subjected to teeny-tiny practice rooms,
performance venues with acoustics

better suited for the
basketball team, and
o n l y
t w o
classrooms to
house every music
and theater subject
and rehearsal, my
attention was
caught. I read the
brochure.
Yes, the future looked good in that
brochure. We (the music and arts
students) had all dreamed of something
like this. Now, after building a smart
new administration and student hub, a
state of the art science center, a grand
new library, a high-tech athletic gym
and training complex with a sports
stadium and track/sports fields and
competition swimming and diving
pools, they were finally getting around
to us lowly arts folks. I was “hooked” to
keep on reading, but still not “resolved”
to do anything about it. Then came the
testimonials.
One student spoke of “learning life
lessons” through her drama experience.
A music student spoke of how the skills
he had developed had led to
“conversations with friends and
strangers about faith, and God’s
love….” On went the litany of changed
lives and expressions of faith. Then they
all spoke of how the new facility would
make even more of this happen in the
future; the future I could “Be part of…”
OK, I wrote out a check. Then my
thinking began to shift.
Continued on page 5
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Thoughts on Stewardship
Some of you recall seeing the recent
articles in the Greensboro News &
Record concerning the request for
clemency for Janet Danahey. Danahey
was a Greensboro woman who was
sentenced to life in prison in 2002 for
setting an apartment fire. She lit a
match to a couch on the porch of her exboyfriend's apartment – as a “joke.” The
night was windy and the fire soon
engulfed the apartment building. Four
people were killed – sisters, Rachel and
Donna Llewellyn, ages 21 and 24; Ryan
Bek, 25; and Elizabeth Harris, 20. As
you can imagine, many readers have
written various opinions on what they
perceived to be just and equitable.
My thought regarding this horrific
mistake is not to judge or rationalize but
to merely point out the complexity of
forgiveness. One school of thought is
that “these are not the actions of a person
who committed a prank gone bad.
These are the actions of a person who
committed a crime.” Another viewpoint
is “this is a good person whose prank
went terribly, terribly wrong and it
doesn't make sense for her to serve life
in prison without parole.” As you can
see, mercy and pardon are not so
simplistic.
Bob Harris, father of Beth Harris,
one of the victims, is supporting Janet
Danahey's request for freedom. Harris
recounted that when he visited Danahey
in prison, she held out her hands and
said, “These are the hands that killed
your daughter.” Harris said, “That I
needed to hear.” Harris then asked, “Is
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ten years enough? Is twenty years
enough? Is thirty years enough? I don't
know. But I do have a choice, either to
forgive her or hate her. If I hate her, I
have to answer to God. That is what
drives me. So supporting Janet's
clemency and forgiving her, Beth would
understand and support me, I know.”
Jim Melvin, former Greensboro
mayor and CEO of The Bryan
Foundation, is another person who has
signed the petition for Danahey's
release. Melvin's father was a victim of
a second-degree murder at a service
station robbery in 1972. Melvin later
was willing to agree to an early release
for the two men who killed his dad. “If
you don't forgive,” Melvin said, “you
become a captive.”
Forgiveness has to be Jesus' most
challenging teaching. But even in the
most extreme situations, it does help to
put our lives back together again. It is a
sign of our own inner healing. It is also
the measure of that which is divine in us.
Tom Balsley

ShrimpFest 2012
Friday Sept. 7
5:30 - 7:30

Chicken for those who cannot eat shrimp.

Tickets - $15 each or
$45 for 2 adults/2 children

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Continued from page 3

Why I Give

It shifted to matters of faith and the
church. It’s pretty obvious to everyone
that I’m a priest, so it’s probably no
surprise to anyone that this little
encounter with a college campaign
letter got me thinking about St. Thomas.
“Why do people give to this church,” I
pondered? Why do I give?
The answer was swift and clear. I
give because of the same things for
which I was giving to my old alma
mater: changed lives, growing faith, and
God’s love. I give because I want the
wondrous story of this congregation’s
past in those very areas to continue into
the future. For some reason, go figure, I
started looking at our budget. Maybe the
“numbers” could tell me our story.
I’ve read a lot of church budgets over
the years. I’ve also had my eyes “glaze
over” a lot over the years. Yup, adds up
to zillions of line-items read by now.
Even so, I’ve been taught over all that
time to see all those line items as
opportunities for ministry. As I looked at
ours, I could see the ministries of our
church happening in my mind’s eye.
Then it hit me!
No, not a Mack truck…just a great
idea! What if I took all those line items
and categorized them according to the
specific ministries they supported? Line
by line I entered them into an excel
spread sheet. Categories of ministry
began to emerge. As I input the last line I
held my breath. I punched the button.
Viola! There was this amazing full

color pie chart. (OK, it didn’t “just
appear.” I told the program I wanted
one.) But there it was…and is! You can
see it for yourself on the inside color
page of the Tidings. Every line item
categorized according to the ministry it
supports!
Want to hear more about it? Come to
the Sandwich and talk on Sunday,
September 9th, after the second worship
service. I’ll be explaining it in more
detail, and how it tells our story of
changed lives, growing faith, and God’s
love. See you there!

Parish Meeting
Sunday
September 9
Following the 11:00 service

Please join the Vestry and
Finance Committee for a sandwich
and a discussion of the financial
health of St. Thomas following the
11:00 o’clock service.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Family Service Live Streamed
Watch us Live!
Sundays at 10:00 / 11:00 AM
Family Service - Streamed Live each week
on our Ustream channel:
ustream.tv/channel/JohnSTR

Or Watch us Later!
Recording available
the next day or any time
on our YouTube Channel:
youtube.com/user/StThomasReidsville

Financial Talent
Calling All Financial Talent
In order to create a rotation of
volunteers to assist with the financial
duties of the church, we are seeking
those with an eye for detail or financial
background to help in the following
areas; Counters, Finance Committee,
Assistant Treasurer, and Treasurer. If
you possess these skills, please call
Melodie Watt at 336-280-5807 to
discuss. Thank you for all you do for St.
Thomas!
Melodie Watt

Office Hours
9:00 - 12:00
Monday-Thursday
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Fill the Tub
Please help us
reach out to others
in our community
by donating nonperishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for
September are:

potatoes, carrots, sweet peas,
mixed vegetables, canned
tomatoes, coffee and soap.
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!

www.StThomasReidsville.org

New Youth Confirmation & Adult Inquirer’s Classes
This year, St. Thomas will be using a
confirmation program for youth called
Confirm not Conform, or CnC.
Confirm not Conform is focused on
helping young people ask tough
questions and search out the answers.
Through innovative sessions, field trips,
mentor relationships, and the challenge
to do a whole lot more than just learn a
few facts, CnC lets youth take real
responsibility for understanding their
faith and its power. When they
do—when they see the church and faith
as something that truly belongs to
them—it builds a bond that lasts.
The learning sessions will begin
September 23rd, and will go through
this new school year, meeting about
every other week, (sometimes
consecutively,) in the Vestry room after
the 11:00 a.m. service. A retreat and
three field trips will be included in this
time together.
At the end of the class, as a sign of
their ability to take charge of their own
spiritual life, each youth chooses
whether or not to be confirmed. All
participants, whatever their decision,
are honored in a special service
dedicated to their work, exploration,
and discoveries. Stay tuned for updates
on the progress of this group, and ways
that you can support it.
Fr. Rick

Not a member yet???? Here’s your
chance to join with other adults in a
membership Inquirer’s class. The
new adult Inquirer’s class will be
starting up on Sunday, September 16th
at 9:30 a.m. in the Pipkin Parlour,
between the two morning services. It
will last for three Sundays only. Fr. Rick
will be leading discussion and learning
on what it means to be a member of St.
Thomas. Those desiring to join will
come into membership on Sunday,
October 7th, when Bishop Michael
Curry visits. Open to all adults. If you
are interested, please contact Fr. Rick.

Bishop’s Visit

Bishop Curry will be visiting on
Sunday, Oct. 7th.
There will be one service at 10:00am.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Episcopal Day School
Preschool will be back in full gear on
Tuesday, Sept. 4th. We are looking
forward to a fun and educational year!
Registration has gone well and at press
time we have only one spot open in the
two year old class.
We want to welcome Deana Overby
Thomas to the teaching staff at EDS.
She will be our new Assistant Teacher in
the two year old class. We are glad to
have her with us!
Thanks to Carol Pruitt for her hard
work in cleaning the floors and carpet
for us. She really makes them look
great for the kids coming back to
school! Thanks, Carol!

them in the Parish House marked for the
preschool:

! Empty/clean individual plastic fruit
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Our annual mum sale fund-raiser has
begun. Please see order information in
this newsletter and in the Sunday
bulletins starting September 2nd.
Please call the school at 349-3511 x106
if you have any questions about the sale.
We appreciate your continued support
of our fund-raisers. Don’t forget to save
your General Mills BoxTops for
Education for us. We receive .10 cents
each and have averaged about $100
each school year by submitting them.
Just leave them in our mailbox in the
church office or on top of the cubbies in
the back of the Parish House. Thanks to
all of you who have been leaving them!
Below is a list of items that we can
use during the school year for our art and
craft projects. If you have any of the
following items that you no longer need
and would like to donate, just leave
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cup/yogurt/etc.containers. (for
holding paint)
Buttons/ribbons
Beads
Stickers
Rubber Stamps (especially animal or
letter stamps)
Children’s DVD’s with collection of
short stories (about 10 minutes in
length each story)
Children’s music CD’s
Thread spools
Small toy items for treasure box
(happy meal toys are great for this)
ETC.

This is just a sample of items we can
use. If you have other items you want to
get rid of that you think we might can
use, just ask us. Recycling items in our
craft projects helps you get rid of
unwanted items and saves us money on
craft supplies.
We are looking forward to this
school year and we’ll be seeing you
around St. Thomas!

EDS
Fall Mum Sale
Order Form
on page 12

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Vestry Highlights
August 13, 2012 Meeting
Members Present: Fr. Rick Miles,
Sr. Warden Parker Graham, Jr. Warden
Jim McCloskey, Christopher Hicks,
Starr McHugh, Elisabeth Pugh, and
Melodie Watt. Guest Tom Ham was
present.
Fr. Rick Miles called the meeting to
order at 7:00 p.m. with an opening
prayer.
Tom Ham presented information
about the BackPack Program.
Currently, food for the BackPacks is
provided by the Food Bank. This is
going to change, and the organizations
are going to have to purchase the food.
St. Thomas will need to decide between
now and 2013 whether we will continue
the program and if so, how much to
budget for food.
Minutes from the previous meeting
were presented. Starr McHugh made a
motion to accept the previous minutes,
seconded by Elisabeth Pugh. The
motion carried with no opposition.
Melodie Watt presented the
Treasurer's Report. Chris Hicks made a
motion to accept the report, seconded by
Parker Graham. The motion carried
without opposition.
The Finance
Committee and Vestry are gathering
information to be presented at the
upcoming Congregational Meeting.

be selected to attend the Diocesan
Convention. In previous years, Bob
Lee Watt and Martha Balsley had served
as delegates. All were in favor of
Martha Balsley and Chris Hicks serving
as delegates with Elisabeth Pugh and
Freda Watt being alternates.
Jim McCloskey gave the Junior
Warden's Report.
The bamboo
continues to take over the lawn at the
Rectory. This is something that must be
addressed, possibly with a Men's Work
Day. A broken window in the parish
house has been replaced. Some of the
floor tiles in the entryway going into the
Choir Room were replaced. A yellow
jacket nest on the playground was
removed.
The trash cans need
replacement soon, and McCloskey will
look into this.
Ministry Area Reports were then
given. Fellowship and Parish Life
reported that the social held at the
Horsley's was a success and that
everyone had a great time. Outreach did
not have a report at this time. Christian
Formation/Education reported that the
children's Sunday School would
continue to use "Living the Good News"
and that Bill Horsley was working on an
adult curriculum. Stewardship did not
have a report at this time.
The meeting was adjourned with
Compline.
Chris Hicks

Parker Graham gave the Senior
Warden's Report. Delegates needed to

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Stewardship Campaign
This year’s Stewardship Campaign
is about to start. We need to strengthen
St. Thomas’s ability to fulfill its mission
in the world by taking the steps to insure
its financial foundations. You will
shortly receive mailings about the
Campaign, along with a pledge card.
You may also download and print your
pledge card from the church web site,
www.stthomasreidsville.org.
We’re not asking anyone to give
until it hurts. We want you to give until
it feels good! Here are the Top Ten
Reasons why your annual pledge to St.
Thomas’ will make you feel good,
because after you pledge:
10. You can throw away any future
mailings from the Stewardship
Committee and avoid a call or visit.
9. You can daydream when Fr. Rick
talks about stewardship on Sundays (not
really recommended).
8. You will get even warmer and
fuzzier when listening to the
Stewardship Ministry Minutes on
Sunday.
7. You can feel good that your pledge
was more than the average pledge from
last year at St. Thomas’.
6. You can feel good that you won’t
have to think about how much to put in
the collection plate each week or month.
5. You can feel good about
supporting the outreach programs of our
church.
4. You can feel good about
contributing your share of the money
needed to operate St. Thomas’ for the
coming year (more about that, later).
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3. You can feel good that you
increased the amount of your pledge
from last year.
2. You can feel good that you are a
little closer to the magic 10% tithe.
1. You can celebrate the number of
years you have made the tithe.
And the best reason: You can feel
really good that you have given to
God the first portion of the great
bounty with which God has blessed
you.

ECW Meetings
Morning Chapter
resumes on Tuesday,
September 11th at
10:30am in the Vestry
Room. Please join us.
For the next three
months we will be
discussing the book Take This Bread.
ECW General Meeting: Sunday
9/16 after church (a light lunch will be
provided) and ECW Board Meeting
Thursday 9/13 at Turks, 12:00.

Fall Bazaar
Please put Friday, Oct. 26th on your
calendar. Ladies - letters with tickets
and assignments will be going out
around the 1st of October.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

California Adventure
Caitlin and I had quite an adventure
last week! She needed to be in Los
Angeles before Monday, August 20th,
for her new job. Many of you followed
our whirlwind trek on Facebook. Here’s
the shorter version. We left on Tuesday
night, August 14th, at 9:40 pm and
drove (taking turns) through most of the
night. Beau (her dog) was our
companion on this trip along I-40. It was
a very fast trip this time, not like last
summer’s cruise across the US toward
Reidsville. This time we drove long
hours 7am to 10 or 11 pm, only stopping
to refuel and walk the dog. We stopped
in Oklahoma City on Wednesday night
for 7 hours of sleep, and then in Flagstaff
for 8 hours. The weather was good, we
had no car troubles, and we arrived in
Los Angeles at 5 pm on Friday night –
right in the middle of rush hour. Good
planning, right?? LA traffic hasn’t
changed in the year since we left!
It was great to see our oldest
daughter Meghen too! I had to be back
for work by Tuesday so our time
together was very short this time. She
and Jay drove me to the airport on
Monday morning and I was met at the
Charlotte Airport by a very happy
husband!

“Amarillo”

“Finally got to see it!”

We really had a good time together
and Beau turned out to be an excellent
traveler. Thank you everyone for your
prayerful support. We felt your presence
on our trip!
D’aun and Caitlin Miles

“Huge bright rainbow behind us! Look in the
rearview mirror. It is a full, double one.”

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church By-Laws
There is no record of By-Laws
having been written for St. Thomas and
the Diocese prefers each Parish have
By-Laws. Therefore, a set of By-Laws
will need to be approved by the
congregation at our General Meeting
November 11th. They will then be sent

to the Diocese for their approval. Please
read these carefully and come to the
General Meeting in November with
comments or suggestions you would
like to make. These By-Laws and
explanations are posted on our web site.

StThomasReidsville.org/bylaws.pdf

2012 Fall Mum Sale Fund Raiser
Episcopal Day School’s annual mum sale is underway.
We are selling the same beautiful eight (8) inch mums that we have sold
the past several years.
Profits will go toward supplies for the school.
Colors
Bronze (Gold) - Yellow - White - Red - Purple
$5 each or three (3) mums for $12.00
Orders and payment are due by September 20
Mums can be picked up Wednesday, September 26th after 11:30 a.m.
Return bottom portion to one of the teachers or to the church office.
Make checks payable to “Episcopal Day School”

Name:
Bronze
(Gold)
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Yellow

White

Red

Purple
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Total

“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

July 29
9th Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

10
38

August 5
10th Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

15
42

8:00 a.m.
August 12
11th Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m.

13
50

8:00 a.m.
August 19
12th Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m.

11
34

8:00 a.m.
August 26
13th Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m.

10
57

Decals of the Episcopal Shield
are available in the Pipkin Parlor and
in the church office. (Both adhesive
and static cling types are available.)
You can pick one up in the parlor and
drop $1.00 into the offering with a
note that it's for a decal or see Lou to
purchase one during office hours.

Pledge Report
July 2012
Total Revenue

$ 19,757.92

Total Operations Expenses $ 19,336.09
Difference
16

$

421.83

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Dynamic Fitness
156 N. Scales St.

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive
Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 106,936.15
When you’re ready to
$ 121,174.89
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
- $ 11,238.74
listen.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Dr. Richard “Rick” Miles
349-3511, Ext. 102
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Lou Ann Boaz
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt
Diane Allen

349-3511
349-3511

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)

• Youth Leader
Tommy Thorn 616-0800
lthorn2@triad.rr.com
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@att.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Dot Shelton 342-2433
irishbr@aol.com
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
Melodie Watt 394-4247
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 616-1029
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Parker Graham
Senior Warden
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Chris Hicks
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Elisabeth Pugh
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Jim McCloskey
Junior Warden
349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com

Alex Melchert
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Todd Walker
342-9632
ToddJon5@triad.rr.com

Laura Felts
349-4554
minnielaura@bellsouth.net

Starr McHugh
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com
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Melodie Watt
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Sunday
August 26, 2012
Photo courtesy of Elisabeth Pugh
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Tickets - $15 each or $45 for 2 adults/2 children

5:30-7:30 PM

Friday September 7

SHRIMP - SLAW - PASTA SALAD
COFFEE OR TEA - DESSERT

All You Can Eat

September 2012

Return Service Requested

315 Lindsey Street
Reidsville, NC 27320

Services
return to
8:30 & 11:00 AM

Sunday
September 9

Remember...
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