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St. Thomas Hosts
Middle School Outreach Camp
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Planning
Ahead...
Parish Social
Saturday 8/4
Church-wide Yard Sale
Saturday 8/18
ShrimpFest
Friday 9/7
Parish Meeting
Sunday 9/9
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“Lacy”, the Mon. morning wake-up call!
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Take Time!

The Rev. Dr. Rick Miles, Rector

When I was installed in my very first
congregation, at the installation service,
the preacher spoke words that I have
never forgotten. The whole theme of his
message to me as I began my ministry
was “Take time!” He wasn’t worried
about my taking time to work hard, or
focusing on people’s needs. He knew
me, and he was certain I’d do all that just

fine. He was concerned that I’d forget to
take time for life; to simply live. He
handed me a large mess tray (for eating
large portions at church potlucks), a
poster of two people fishing in the peace
and quiet of a dawn on a large lake, and
this prose.
It’s entitled, “If I had my life to live
over.”

“If I had my life to live over”
If I had my life to live over, I’d pick more daisies.
I’d try to make more mistakes next time.
I would be sillier than I have been this trip.
I would relax, I would limber up.
I know very few things I would take seriously.
I would take more trips, travel lighter.
I would be crazier. I would be less hygienic.
I would take more chances.
I would climb more mountains, swim more rivers, and watch more sunsets.
I would eat more ice cream, and less beets.
I would have more actual troubles and fewer imaginary ones.
You see, I am one of those people who live practically and sensibly and sanely,
Hour after hour, day after day.
Oh, I have had my mad moments, and if I had it to do over again,
I’d have more of them.
Just moments, one after another, instead of living so many minutes ahead.
I have been one of those people who never go anywhere
Without a thermometer, a hot water bottle, a gargle, a raincoat, and road map.
If I had my life to live over,
I would start barefooted earlier in the Spring,
And stay that way later in the fall.
I would ride more merry-go-rounds, and swings more.
I would do more water and sun-fun things.
I’d turn more somersaults, and roll in the grass, and go barefoot all over.
If I had my life to live over,
I’d spend more time at fun places.
I’d try to be more in touch with God and those I love.
I’d pray aloud more and not care what people think or expect of me.
I’d just be me more and more…
Yes, I’d pick more daisies next time.
Continued on page 4
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Thoughts on Stewardship
For the past year or so it seems like
bad karma has been going around as far
as the physical health at St. Thomas is
concerned. Maybe God has gone on a
sabbatical or taken a vacation or
assumed a new hobby or diversion. I
really do not believe that but parish
members, family members, and friends
seem to be more seriously ill than at any
time I can remember. I sometimes feel
like the Psalmist in crying out, “Hey
God, where are you?” Or like Peter in
the midst of the storm on the Sea of
Galilee shouting, “Wake up, Jesus, or
we all will drown!”
We all suffer when people we know
are not in a good place. Whether it is the
loss of a job, sickness, divorce,
problems with children, or dealing with
aging parents. I guess an easy way to
explain these sorts of adversities is to
say “it’s God's will” or like in the book
of Job - “he must have done something
wrong.” Thank goodness though, none
of us believe in or worship such a God.
However, there is no easy explanation.
We all know this is a world of tragedy
and pain. We also know this is a world
of joy and fulfillment. It is easy to find
God when all is going well but more
challenging to feel his presence in
difficult circumstances. “Where is God
in all of this?” we ask ourselves.
Marcus Borg's book, The God We
Never Knew, helped me to understand
that God is not a judge up in the heavens
but is living among and through you and
me. A friend once told me that his
rector, in a memorable Easter sermon
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said, “Christ has died, Christ is risen and
Christ will come again in you, and you,
and you,” saying this as he pointed to the
parishioners in the pews. Powerful!
Just think about the possibility of God’s
love coming through us to others. Well,
God's love does come in words of
encouragement, hugs, cards we send,
and visits we make. God put us here on
earth to share with each other, to support
each other, to hold the hands of those
who need to be comforted and then
allow them do that for us when we need
it. This is where love and healing take
place. This is also where we experience
real moments of God’s pure and
unconditional love.
Tom Balsley

Take Time!
Continued from page 3

Take time this summer to recharge.
Take time to just enjoy life. Take time to
simply be, and to be present with those
you love. Take time to love Jesus. Take
time!
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Fr. Rick+

Parish Meeting - Sunday September 9th
Parish Meeting – Sunday,
September 9th
Please join the Vestry and Finance
Committee for a sandwich and a
discussion of the financial health of St.
Thomas following the 11:00 o’clock
service.

Parish Meeting
Sunday
September 9
Following the 11:00 service
www.StThomasReidsville.org
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10:00 AM Family Service Live Streamed
Watch us Live!
Sundays at 10:00 AM
Family Service - Streamed Live each week
on our Ustream channel:
ustream.tv/channel/JohnSTR

Or Watch us Later!
Recording available
the next day or any time
on our YouTube Channel:
youtube.com/user/StThomasReidsville

Financial Talent
Calling All Financial Talent
In order to create a rotation of
volunteers to assist with the financial
duties of the church, we are seeking
those with an eye for detail or financial
background to help in the following
areas; Counters, Finance Committee,
Assistant Treasurer, and Treasurer. If
you possess these skills, please call
Melodie Watt at 336-280-5807 to
discuss. Thank you for all you do for St.
Thomas!
Melodie Watt

Office Hours
9:00 - 12:00
Monday-Thursday

6

Fill the Tub
Please help us
reach out to others
in our community
by donating nonperishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for
August are:

potatoes, carrots, sweet peas,
mixed vegetables, canned
tomatoes, coffee and soap.
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!
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Middle School Outreach Camp
In late July, St. Thomas’ was host for
a middle school Outreach Camp
sponsored by the Northwest Regional
Youth Ministry of the Diocese of NC.
Adult leaders were Duana Cisney,
Regional Youth Ministry Coach, Amy
Danielik Campbell, Mark Hill, Fr.
Rick Miles, Jim McCloskey and
Elisabeth Pugh. The theme of this
year’s camp was “Love God, Love your
Neighbor, Change the World”, based on
Matthew 22:34-40, Jesus’ answer to the
Pharisees’ question, “Teacher, which is
the greatest commandment in the Law?”
His reply, “Love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind... and the second is
like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.”
Campers represented St. Andrew’s
and Holy Trinity, Greensboro, St.
Christopher’s, High Point, Church of
the Epiphany, Eden, and St. Thomas’.
They arrived on Sunday evening for

dinner, games and getting acquainted
and ended the evening with Evening
Worship.
After breakfast and packing bag
lunches on Monday morning, the group
spent the day working at Out of the
Garden on NC 68 in Greensboro and
ended their day with a Grasshoppers
game and Evening Worship back at St.
Thomas.
Tuesday was spent helping at the
Eden and Reidsville Salvation Armies
plus an enjoyable evening of
swimming, horseback riding and a
cookout at the Pugh’s home.
To finish their service, the final day
of camp was a service project of
sprucing up and yard work here at St.
Thomas, and concluded with a Closing
Eucharist.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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EDS Open House

You are invited!
to

OPEN HOUSE
at
Episcopal Day School
Sunday, August 26, 2012
2:00 - 3:30 p.m.
Drop-In
With a short meeting at 3:00 p.m.
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ShrimpFest
2012
Friday
September 7
5:30 - 7:30

All you can eat
Shrimp
Slaw
Pasta salad
Coffee or Tea
Dessert
Chicken for those who cannot eat shrimp.
Tickets - $15 each or $45 for 2 adults/2 children

ECW Morning Chapter

Parish Social Aug. 4

Just a reminder,
Morning Chapter takes
the summer off. We
will resume our
discussion of the book
Take This Bread in
September. We are
asking that you finish the book over the
summer and make note of things that
stood out to you. We plan to use
September, October, and November to
finish discussing the book.

Jeanne and Bill Horsley will host a
parish social at their home at 1006
Ridgewood Avenue on Saturday,
August 4. This will be a covered dish
supper with the parish life committee
taking care of the dessert. Please mark
your calendars, and start digging
through your recipe files for salads,
entrees, and/or vegetables. If cooking is
not your favorite activity, there are
plenty of take-out delis and restaurants
around town. Tea will be provided, so if
you want another beverage, just bring it.
The festivities will begin at 6:30 P.M.
Please plan to attend!

Church-Wide Yard Sale
Church Yard Sale – Saturday August
18th 8am - noon
For those who have not already done
so, there will be someone at the church
to receive items Mon. Aug 13th – Wed.
Aug. 15th 9am – noon & 5 – 7 pm.
If you have large items that need to
be picked up, please notify Parker
Graham or Suzanne Howard by
August 3rd.
We need help sorting, cleaning, and
pricing the week of the 13th and lots of
help on Saturday morning. Please see
Parker Graham or Suzanne if you can
help in anyway.

Email Addresses
If you have not done so and would
like to be included in the church wide
email address book for notices
concerning parish activities and
happenings, please send a note to
office@stthomasreidsville.org. We use
this list to keep everyone aware of
births, deaths, and other special
happenings within our church family. If
you are not sure you are in our address
book or your email address has changed,
please contact the church office.

Stitches of Love
Stitches of Love continues to meet
every Thursday morning at 9:30 in the
Vestry Room. However, they will not be
meeting for dinner and stitching
afterward at the church on 4th Tuesdays.
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Time & Talent Survey
EDUCATION
Christian Formation Classes
Bible Studies
Inquirers’ Class
Episcopal Day School

NURTURE

OUTREACH

Parish Life Committee
Episcopal Church Women (ECW)
Pastoral Care
Stephen Ministry
Newcomers
Stitches of Love

Thanksgiving Dinner
Christmas Families
Relay for Life
The Outreach Center
Meals on Wheels
St. Thomas Outreach Ministries
Reidsville Soup Kitchen

WORSHIP
Sunday Eucharist
Music & Choir
Chalice Bearers &
Lectors
Acolytes
Altar Guild
Ushers
Eucharistic Ministers &
Visitors

OPERATIONS
Buildings & Grounds
Stewardship
Parish Communications
Office Volunteers
Planned Giving
Finance
Long Range Planning

VESTRY & WARDENS
STAFF
CLERGY

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Time & Talent Survey
We are eager to help you become engaged
In the ministry of St. Thomas' Church.
Pleased indicate your area(s) of interest:
EDUCATION
NURTURE

WORSHIP

OUTREACH

OPERATIONS
After circling your area(s) of interest above, fill in your name
and contact information, and return this form to the church
office or place it in the collection plate on any Sunday.
NAME:
________________________________________________
ADDRESS:
________________________________________________
CITY: ___________________ ZIP: __________________
PHONE: _________________ EMAIL: _______________
SPECIFIC INTERESTS:
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
I AM WILLING TO GIVE _________HOURS OF MY TIME
TO ST. THOMAS' CHURCH EACH WEEK/MONTH IN THE
AREA(S) INDICATED.
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“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

July 1
5th Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

9
65

July 8
6th Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

20
29

July 15
7th Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

10
53

July 22
8th Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

13
58

New Email
ish
Par
r
iste
Re g

In order to keep your
directory up-to-date, please
make note of an email address
change for Jeanne & Bill
Horsley:

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Dynamic Fitness
156 N. Scales St.

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive
Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 76,970.32
When you’re ready to
$ 93,053.07
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
- $ 16,082.75
listen.

susyandbill@triad.rr.com

Pledge Report
June 2012
Total Revenue

$ 19,938.32

Total Operations Expenses $ 11,592.13
Difference
16

$ 8,346.19

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Dr. Richard “Rick” Miles
349-3511, Ext. 102
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Lou Ann Boaz
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt
Diane Allen

349-3511
349-3511

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@att.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Dot Shelton 342-2433
irishbr@aol.com
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
Melodie Watt 394-4247
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 616-1029
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Parker Graham
Senior Warden
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Chris Hicks
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Elisabeth Pugh
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Jim McCloskey
Junior Warden
349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com

Alex Melchert
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Todd Walker
342-9632
ToddJon5@triad.rr.com

Laura Felts
349-4554
minnielaura@bellsouth.net

Starr McHugh
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com
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Melodie Watt
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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Planned Giving

Ways and Means of Giving to St. Thomas
GIVING THROUGH YOUR WILL
The will is an extremely flexible instrument. Consider the different ways you can
use your will to distribute property:
• Leave a fixed amount. Your will can specify a dollar amount to be given to St.
Thomas’ and can designate whether that amount is to go to general operating
expenses, the endowment, the Nancy Watt Outreach Fund, the building fund or
any other fund or account maintained by the church.
• Give adjustable amounts. Leaving designated percentages of your estate
allows you to give proportions rather than specific amounts. The amounts
received are then automatically adjusted as your assets change.
• Give “what’s left.” After first providing for loved ones in the amounts you
determine to be appropriate, you may choose to devote all or a portion of the
residue of your estate to charitable use, such as St. Thomas’.
GIVING THROUGH RETIREMENT PLANS
Did you know funds remaining in your IRA or certain other retirement accounts
could be subject to state and/or federal estate taxes in the future along with other
assets? Plus, unlike other assets, retirement funds are also subject to income tax.
The combined effect of estate and income taxes can sometimes absorb a large
portion of retirement assets left to loved ones.
Allocating these taxable retirement assets to St. Thomas’, and non-taxable
property to loved ones, can be much more efficient. A gift of this type can usually be
accomplished by completing a relatively simple change of beneficiary form,
available from your plan administrator.
For more information about planned giving, consult our website,
www.stthomasreidsville.org/stewardship or consult your attorney or estate planner.
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Church-Wide Yard Sale
Saturday August 18 - 8AM - Noon

August 2012
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