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St. Thomas Soles for Hope
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Full Story on pages 8-9
More pictures - pages 2 & 15

Planning
Ahead...
Summer Service Schedule
Begins
Sunday June 3
8:00 AM
&
10:00 AM
“All Are Welcome!”

Welcome Lou!
See story on page 5

Graduate Recognition
Sunday June 3 ~ 10:00
See story on page 11
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Soles for Hope Relay for Life
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Ordinary Time?
The Rev. Dr. Rick Miles, Rector

I love the Farmer’s Market; maybe,
because it’s such a reminder of my
growing up in California’s San Joaquin
valley. There, every country road would
have fruit and vegetable stands operated
by whichever family’s farm you
happened to be passing at that moment.
The Market in springtime is such a
throwback to those marvelous roadside
produce stands; except that they are all
gathered together in one place, instead
of scattered for miles. The produce is
fragrant, fresh, colorful, and bursting
with flavor, just the way I remember it
being as a kid. Every bite brings back
the joy of the season. It’s hard to believe
that we once thought of this kind of
thing as ordinary.
Then again, ordinary means regular;
the way things are meant to be; the
standard by which other things are
measured. We have now entered, what
the Church calls, Ordinary Time. The
kind of growth that creates abundant
fruit is what the season of Ordinary
Time is all about. So often, we think that
Ordinary Time, the season following
Easter, can feel like a let-down. But
there’s nothing ordinary about the
anticipation of freshly picked
strawberries lovingly turned into a
warm delicious cobbler, or simply cut
fresh, and left to “juice-up” in a bowl. It
makes the heart sing.
Ordinary Time is an occasion for
growth in the Spirit, for being nurtured.
Like the summer fruit, we too bud forth.
In fact, in St. Paul’s Letter to the
Galatians, he speaks about the Spirit

using just this
metaphor. Paul
tells us that if we
welcome the
presence of the
Holy Spirit
within us, then
the Spirit will
produce fruit in
us. “The fruit of
the Spirit,” he
says, “is love, joy,
peace, patience,
kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and selfcontrol” (Gal. 5:22–23).
Through baptism, these virtues,
these gifts of the Spirit, are planted in
our soul. Yet just as the fruits we see in
spring need care to grow, we too are to
cultivate the Spirit’s fruit so it can
increase in and among us. So, during
this season of Ordinary Time, choose
one of the fruits Paul mentions and work
on cultivating it.
For instance, let’s say you pick
kindness. In times of economic stress, it
is easy to exercise a critical spirit. You
might snap at a store clerk or honk your
car horn more than usual. Kindness
seems distinctly absent. Instead of
overreacting, perhaps you might try
pausing, taking a deep breath, and
remind yourself that following Jesus
means interacting with your neighbors
in a more Christ-like and gentle way.
Taking such actions allows us, in
turn, to be more considerate of God’s
Continued on page 7
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Vestry Highlights
Meeting Date: May 14, 2012
All Vestry Members Present
The Rector convened the meeting at
7:00pm with an opening prayer.
The minutes from the April Vestry
meeting were presented for approval. A
motion was made by Laura Felts and
seconded by Starr McHugh to adopt the
minutes. The motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: M. Watt
presented a detailed summary of
revenue and expenses for April. Watt
reported April revenues were down vs.
same time in 2011. Watt prepared an
overview of the economic conditions in
Rockingham County. The purpose of
this was to give some perspective as to
the reduction in revenue. Watt
suggested engaging a consultant to
review financial situation and make
recommendations. Rick indicated he
will contact the Diocese and inquire if
consulting services are available
through them.
Rectors Report: Rick reported on
pastoral concerns of several members.
He also indicated a need to begin
confirmation classes.
Senior Warden’s Report: P.
Graham reported Lou Boaz has been
hired as secretary on a three month trial
period. She will begin work on May 21
and will be in the office 9:00 to 12:00
Monday thru Thursday. Graham also
reported the sound system has been
installed and is operational.
Jr. Wardens Report: J. McCloskey
reported Greensboro Roofing had
inquired about doing an inspection on
Parish Hall roof, they were told if the
inspection was free they could inspect.
Ministry Area Reports:
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Fellowship and Parish Life: E
Pugh reported the gathering at Laura
Felts house was very successful and
well attended.
Outreach: P Graham reported that
Bill Horsley had convened an Outreach
Committee meeting to discuss ideas for
outreach projects St. Thomas could
undertake after the Relay for Life event.
Tom Balsley suggested St. Thomas
partner with three to four churches
around Lawsonville Ave. School to
provide carry out lunches to children
during the summer months. The lunches
would be provided through a
government program and would require
minimum effort to distribute. Tom was
going to investigate the possibility of
partnering with other churches and also
will look into possible places that would
be willing to host this. L. Felts provided
a summary of minutes from a meeting
she attended at 1st Baptist Church
regarding Support Circle Training for
the homeless in Rockingham County.
Christian Formation/Education:
J. McCloskey reported topics for
discussion at the next meeting were
Outreach Camp and Confirmation
Classes.
Stewarship: Bill Horsley has been
invited to June Vestry meeting to give an
update on where pledges stand. He also
indicated the need to begin the process
of selecting two individuals to take on
the role of Stewardship Chair.
Announcements:Summer
Schedule beginning June 3rd through
Sept. 2nd will be 8:00 and 10:00am.
There being no further business the
meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm.
Next Vestry Meeting will be June 11th.
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Welcome Lou! / Lou Ann!, Thank you Jenny!

On Monday May 21 we welcomed
Lou Ann Boaz to our St. Thomas’
family. She tells us that she has no real
preference - either Lou or Lou Ann is
just fine.
She is retired from Western Southern
Life Insurance Company after 36 years
of service and was District
Administrator for three offices.
She has been married to Larry for 35
years and has two grown sons, Michael
and Nicholas. A brand new
granddaughter, Sarah Avery, just arrived
in March.
Lou is an active member at Calvary
Baptist Church and works with the
children’s ministry there. Besides
working with and spending time with
children, she also enjoys reading and
walking Shelby, her huge (110-pound)
dog.
When you get a chance, stop by and
welcome Lou to the St. Thomas’ family
- we look forward to getting to know
her!

Thank you for allowing me to serve
as your secretary for the past seven
years. During these years we have
shared joys and tears and through it all,
the St. Thomas family has made me feel
truly a part of your church.
Though I must leave now to take a
full-time position in the Outreach
Department of Rockingham County
Public Library, I take you all with me in
my heart. And I do not say “goodbye”
because I am sure that I will be seeing
you at future St. Thomas events.
So for now I will just say “see you
later” and pray God’s many blessings
upon the staff, vestry and congregation
of St. Thomas Church.
Love to you all!
Jenny
[We wish Jenny all the best in her
new full time position and thank her for
her nearly 7 years of faithful service to
us here at St. Thomas'! We will miss you
but, needless to say, you will always be a
part of our St. Thomas' family.]

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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10:00 AM Family Service Live Streamed
Watch us Live!
Sundays at 10:00 AM
Family Service - Streamed Live each week
on our Ustream channel:
ustream.tv/channel/JohnSTR

Or Watch us Later!
Recording available
the next day or any time
on our YouTube Channel:
youtube.com/user/StThomasReidsville

Summer Schedule
For the Summer (Sunday June 3
through Sunday September 2) it has
been decided to have an 8:00 am and a
10:00 am service. The 8:00 am will still
be Rite I with no music, and the 10:00
am will still be Rite II with music.
And speaking of music, the Choir
has been given the summer off, so don’t
be surprised to see them sitting in the
congregation. We are hoping to have
different individuals or groups provide
anthems or special music. If you have a
talent you would like to share, please see
Ed Spencer or Fr. Rick.

New Office Hours
9:00 - 12:00
Monday-Thursday
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Happy 7th Ed!

Beethoven had his “Fifth” but did
you realize that Ed Spencer will soon
have his “Seventh”? Believe it or not,
June 15 will mark Ed’s 7th anniversary
with us. Many thanks, Ed, for your
faithful service and for all of your efforts
to make each Sunday’s music so
enjoyable and meaningful to our
worship experiences!
Picture from our July 2005 “Tidings” newsletter.
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Continued from page 3

Ordinary Time?

creation in ways that we haven’t been in
the past. We can respond to those in need
with generosity; another of the fruits of
the Spirit. We find new options to help
those living in poverty or without
adequate healthcare. The Spirit also
opens in us the recognition of earth’s
suffering and sets us free to care for our
fragile earth. As the fruit of self-control
enables us to curb consumption and
exploitation of creation, we discover
ways to sustain our world for
generations to come.
Thus we see that, along with selfcontrol, these kind, gentle, and generous
actions also produce another fruit; that
of peace. Choosing to actively produce
just one of the fruits of the Spirit creates
a serenity within that can affect

everyone around us, and our world.
In season or out of season, producing
the Spirit’s fruit transforms us and the
creation. It’s a chance to let your
ordinary days flourish in extraordinary
ways. So, pick some fruit! It’s time to
become extraordinarily Ordinary!
Extraordinary Ways
The Fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness,
generosity,
faithfulness,
gentleness, and
self-control.
Fr. Rick+

Kentucky Derby Parish Social
Photos courtesy of Dale Fulton & Elisabeth Pugh
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Relay for Life a Success!
Flamingos Flock Relayers Rock

May 18 the day of the Rockingham
County Relay arrived with beautiful
weather after days of rain. The St.
Thomas Soles for Hope team had been
preparing for this day for 3½ months
with meetings, a Chicken-on the Go
fundraiser and soliciting donations from
friends, family, co-workers and other
church members.
This was a true parish wide outreach
project. The 15 members on the team
included Brooke Melchert, Daniel
Yount, Parker Graham, Betty
Melchert, Ben Neal, Tom Balsley, Jim
McCloskey, Elizabeth Treadwell,
Rick and D’aun Miles, Carol Johnson
and Hazel Post who recruited her
neighbors Athena Varonis and
Deborah Heinecker.
Carol Johnson volunteered to work
with the Luminary Committee at Lake
Reidsville and was there at 9:30am.
The St. Thomas team purchased 49
luminaries (19 in Honor of cancer
survivors and 30 in Memory of those
who lost their life to cancer).
We started setting up our campsite at
4:00pm with a canopy which was
decorated under the creative direction of
Elizabeth and Athena. In keeping with
the theme of the Relay we had
flamingos hanging on all sides, a blowup 6’ flamingo, and flamingo glasses to
wear. The ECW provided the funds for
the team’s sign which was first rate.
Rick and D’aun provided the canopy,
lighting, a grill, and all the “tailgating”
necessities. The rest of the team
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brought food to keep our strength up for
the walk ahead.
Three members of St. Thomas
walked in the Survivors Lap and were
joined by survivors both young and old
to the sounds of applause. The members
of our team walked the track until about
9:45pm when we decided to call it a
night. We did not stay all night though
some teams did stay the night. Daniel
Yount wanted to stay overnight but he
and Deborah missed the Relay due to
sickness.
The American Cancer Society has
not published the final totals for the
Relay for Life but by my calculations St.
Thomas Soles for Hope raised
$3,032.86.
The Relay team would like to thank
all of St. Thomas for your support: The
ECW for our sign; a special thank you to
Butch and Stephanie Trent and Jay
Donecker for the Chicken to go
fundraiser; thanks for the coins you
placed in the cans and in Thomas the
Pig; thanks also for all of your
individual donations especially:

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Relay for Life a Success!
Photos courtesy of Jim McCloskey & Hazel Post

Bronze $25.00-49.00
Robert Wickless
Elizabeth Fulton
Bona Pizza LLC
Sew What
Dynamic Fitness
Robert Wheless, DDS
Vickie McKinney
Taylor Chiropractic
James Lurz
Carol Johnson
Pam Haigler
Silver $50.00-99.00
Dottie Worth
Freda Watt
Dorothy Shelton
Joanne Piazza
Julie Redding
Hazel Post
Archie Bennett
Dot Trent
Cyndie Bennett
Mildred Cummings
Gold $100.00 and up
Ben Neal
Tom Balsley
Laura Felts
Starr McHugh
Brenda Post
Anne Rogers
Alex Melchert
Adams Electric

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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ECW Morning Chapter

Extra Laptop?

Just a reminder,
Morning Chapter takes
the summer off. We
will resume our
discussion of the book
Take This Bread in
September. We are
asking that you finish the book over the
summer and make note of things that
stood out to you. We plan to use
September, October, and November to
finish discussing the book.

If, by chance, you have upgraded
your laptop and now have a spare that
you would be willing to donate to St.
Thomas, please see either Tom Ham or
John Bullock.
Since we began live streaming the
service we have been able to use the
church’s old laptop. However, a newer,
faster machine would enable us to use
some additional features that are not
available on the older machine.
We are looking for one that would
meet one of these minimum system
requirements:
Windows 7 Processor: 2.3 GHz 32or 64-bit, 1 GB RAM, or:
Windows Vista Processor: 2.3 GHz
32-bit (x86), 1 GB RAM, or:
Windows XP, SP2 Processor: 2.1
GHz 32-bit (x86), 512 MB RAM

Church-Wide Yard Sale
The Yard Sale will be Saturday,
August 18th in the Parish House. Please
start collecting your treasures. If you
have any large items you need to be
picked up, please see Parker Graham.
We should have room to store them
starting the 1st of August. For smaller
items or boxes full of treasures, you may
bring them anytime after June 15th.

ShrimpFest
Many thanks to Heather Peterson
for offering to co-chair the Shrimp Fest
in September. She would, however, like
to have some additional help. If you
would be willing to serve, please see
Heather or Elisabeth Pugh.
Please consider responding to this
plea. The shrimp fest usually nets about
$1800 for the church and it's also well
received and enjoyed by the community.
10

Stitches of Love
Stitches of Love continues to meet
every Thursday morning at 9:30 in the
Vestry Room. However, they will not be
meeting for dinner and stitching
afterward at the church on 4th Tuesdays.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Congratulations to our Graduates!
Congratulations to our 2012
Graduates!
Jim Donecker - Jefferson Medical
College
Joshua Elliott - Caldwell Academy
Elizabeth “Liz” Fulton Charleston School of Law
Geoffrey Haigler - Reidsville High
School. Geoffrey will be attending
Appalachian State University this fall.
Sydney Melchert - Reidsville High
School. Sydney will be attending
William Peace College in the fall.
Meghen Miles - University of
Southern California

Kids Morning Out Summer 2012
Kids Morning Out will operate each
week for the months of June & July
2012 for children ages 2-5 (Five year
olds must not have attended
kindergarten).
Kid’s Morning Out is a ½ day
program of activities such as games,
songs, free play, snacks and crafts.
Hours:
8:30 - 9:00 a.m. - Drop off
Noon-Pick up
$15 per single session
$160 when committing for both
June/July
Registration/Information packets
available from any teacher. 349-3511
ext. 106

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Thoughts on Stewardship
During the past two months the
debate has raged on as to the “Marriage
Amendment.” This was the vote taken
at our recent primary to affirm marriage
in North Carolina. This measure would
define marriage in the state constitution
as between one man and one woman and
would ban any other type of “domestic
legal union” such as civil union and
domestic partnerships. Even though
same sex marriage is already illegal in
our state, the ban on this type of union
was also added to our state constitution.
I am sure this satisfied some of the so
called “righteous” people to be able to
legislate morality as they see it.
As you all know, Scripture was
widely referenced and the verse from
the 20th chapter of Leviticus
condemning same sex unions was
brought up by reactionary “Bible
thumpers” time and time again. It seems
that their God comes with a long list of
“thou shalt nots.” However, ministers
that adhere to the strict letter of the law
in the Old Testament evidently do not
preach on the passages that pertain to
pork and shellfish. If so, two southern
traditions – seafood restaurants and barb-que eateries – would have gone by the
wayside long ago.
Sadly, it seems when it comes to the
Good Book, people tend to “pick and
choose.” Some used it to justify the
cause of slavery during the Civil War.
Others have even defended the
suppression of women by quoting Bible
passages as a way to give credence to
their way of thinking.
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Even though the marriage
amendment did pass, I was very proud
of the Episcopal church for taking a
stand to vote against it. By being out in
front of this issue, we were saying that
we recognize the worth and humanity of
all people.
Most importantly, we acknowledge
that Jesus showed us a new way of life
and because of that we believe in a God
of mercy and infinite compassion. We
believe in a God who inspired Jesus to
reach out to the poor and sick, to women
and to children, to ordinary folk and the
“throw-aways” of society. Hopefully,
we can commit ourselves to the Jewish
and Christian teachings that call us to
respond to God's love by loving our
neighbors as ourselves.
Tom Balsley

Fill the Tub
Please help us
reach out to others
in our community
by donating nonperishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for
June are:

peanut butter, potatoes,
pork & beans, cereal, Boost,
coffee, sugar and soap
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!
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“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

April 29
4th Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

23
62

May 6
5th Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

17
47

May 13
6th Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

15
63

May 20
7th Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

14
55

Decals of the Episcopal Shield
are available in the Pipkin Parlor and
in the church office. (Both adhesive
and static cling types are available.)
You can pick one up in the parlor and
drop $1.00 into the offering with a
note that it's for a decal or see Lou to
purchase one during office hours.

Pledge Report
April 2012
Total Revenue

$ 11,816.65

Total Operations Expenses $ 24,477.24
Difference
16

- $ 12,660.59

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Dynamic Fitness
156 N. Scales St.

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive
Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 47,460.19
When you’re ready to
$ 68,156.29
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
- $ 20,696.10
listen.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Dr. Richard “Rick” Miles
349-3511, Ext. 102
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Lou Ann Boaz
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt
Diane Allen

349-3511
349-3511

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@att.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Dot Shelton 342-2433
irishbr@aol.com
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
Melodie Watt 394-4247
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 616-1029
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Parker Graham
Senior Warden
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Chris Hicks
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Elisabeth Pugh
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Jim McCloskey
Junior Warden
349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com

Alex Melchert
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Todd Walker
342-9632
ToddJon5@triad.rr.com

Laura Felts
349-4554
minnielaura@bellsouth.net

Starr McHugh
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com
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Melodie Watt
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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Soles for Hope Relay for Life
Photo courtesy of Hazel Post

We all hope to leave our legacy through
family, friends, and loved ones.
Ultimately, we hope to leave behind our
precious gained lifetime assets to those
who are most important to us. St.
Thomas' always encourages people to
take care of themselves and their families
first, but if there are other assets
remaining after satisfying those goals,
please think of leaving your perpetual
legacy at St. Thomas'.

When making your estate plans,
place St. Thomas’ among your
loved ones.

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church

A bequest provision in your will is among
the simplest yet most effective ways to
make a long-lasting impact at St.
Thomas'. By naming our endowment, the
Nancy Watt Outreach Fund, the Martha
Eula scholarship fund or the building
fund as beneficiary of a percentage or a
specific dollar amount from your estate,
your are investing in the future of St.
Thomas' for generations to come.
For more information about bequest
provisions or any planned giving
instruments, visit our website.

Tomorrow Starts Here

www.StThomasReidsville.org/stewardship
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St. Thomas Soles for Hope
Relay for Life
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