Tidings
St. Thomas
Episcopal Church

315 Lindsey Street

Reidsville, NC 27320

Planning
Ahead...

Thursday
May 3
National Day
of Prayer
(Noon Service
at City Hall)
Saturday
May 5
Parish Social
Kentucky Derby
Party at
Laura Felts’
home
Friday May 18
ACS Relay for
Life at
Lake Reidsville

336-349-3511

May 2012

“Fire Up!”
“I came to cast fire upon the earth; and would that it were already kindled.”
Jesus (Luke 12:49)

Charles J. Connick, who became
famous for his craftsmanship in
stained glass windows, once told
the story of a young apprentice
who wanted to borrow his tools.
The master artist asked him:
“What do you want my tools for,
son?”
“Oh, I just want to see whether
they will make any difference in
my work – I’m not satisfied with it,”
was the reply.
Almost a week later, Connick visited the young
apprentice and asked him: “Well, son, how is it going
now?”
“Not so good, sir, not so good,” was the reply. An old
grey-haired artist who overheard the conversation came
forward and said to the young man: “Son, it isn’t only the
tools of the master that you need; you need his
spirit…..his fire.”

Fire is an essential element in our world. Without the
sun – a ball of nuclear fire – we would have no heat, no
light, indeed, we would not exist, because fire is necessary
“All Are Welcome” not only for the continuance of life, but for its very
creation.
Continued on page 3
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Soles for Hope Relay for Life Team
Photo courtesy of Athena Varounis

Our "Soles for Hope" team: Elizabeth Treadwell, Athena Varounis, Carol Johnson, Jeanne Horsley, D’aun Miles
Tom Balsley, Ben Neal, Jim McCloskey, Hazel Post and Fr. Rick Miles
Team members not pictured are: Deborah Heinecker, Betty Melchert, Daniel Yount, Brooke Melchert and Parker Graham.

In honor of their battle against
cancer, the St. Thomas’ Relay for Life
team, “Soles for Hope,” would like to
extend a special invitation to all cancer
survivors to join us in our
C E L E B R AT I O N o f c a n c e r
survivorship by walking in the first lap
of this year’s Relay for Life on May18.
Please bring your family and friends to
cheer you on and join in this uplifting
event! If you can join us, please let
Jeanne Horsley know by Sunday, May
6. There will be a special registration
table set up just for survivors, with
registration from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Bring a lawn chair and report to the
Survivor Area. Plan to arrive by 5:45 to
pick up Survivor “goodies.”
Opening ceremonies begin at 6 p.m.
at Lake Reidsville.
After dark, about 9 p.m., there will
be a special, reverent luminaria
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ceremony to remember those whose
lives have been touched by cancer.
Candles in white and gold bags and tiki
torches surround the track, each bearing
the name of a loved one. In the soft
glow of candlelight, we reflect on the
courage and strength of all those
affected by cancer. An encouraging
message will be spelled out in candlelit
bags.
The team has decided that, this year,
a portion of the money earned at our
CHICKEN ON THE GO event will be
used to pay for luminaria for this
beautiful and moving ceremony. If
there is anyone you would like to
memorialize or honor with a luminaria,
please complete the following form [see
page 9] and turn it in to the church
office, place it in the collection plate, or
give it to Jeanne Horsley by Sunday,
May 13.
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“Fire Up!”

In Loving Memory

Continued from page 1

For most people fire has its
pleasurable attributes. The joy of the
open grate with its play of light and
color is without equal as a releaser of
fantasy. Indeed, the fireside is a
marvelous place for reverie, for
companionship, and for intimate
conversation.
Fire has other benefits besides
giving pleasure and heat. It cooks our
food, it cauterizes, sterilizes surgical
instruments, eliminates impurities in
metal, makes metal pliable and much,
much more.
For you and me fire also burns at the
heart of our faith in Christ. In our
Christian faith fire is an agent not only
of cleansing but of sacrifice, power, and
re-creation. The Great Vigil begins with
the “making of the new fire.” This
ceremony emphasizes the qualities of
purification, rebirth and renewal.
When fire first fell on Christians at
Pentecost the Church was born. In
Pentecost we the Church as Christ’s
body are empowered by God to live in
this world, and to be aflame with the
Holy Spirit. This is the reason we
celebrate Pentecost, and receiving The
Fire of the Holy Spirit aflame in our
lives is the hope of Pentecost.
Pentecost will soon be upon us.
Sunday, May 27th is the day, and Red,
for fire, is the color of the day, SO
WEAR RED!
This Pentecost, come and be part of
getting “Fired Up” from the inside out.
And let us pray – each of us – that we
might be set afire for Christ.
Fr. Rick Miles

Please pray for the repose of the soul of

Bob Lee Watt
d. March 29, 2012
Please also keep his family
in your prayers
as they mourn their loss.
May light perpetual shine upon him.

Fill the Tub
Please help us
reach out to others
in our community
by donating nonperishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for
May are:

peanut butter, potatoes,
pork & beans, cereal, Boost,
coffee, sugar and soap
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!
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Christian Ed.

Parable of Tips & Tithes

Hi everybody,
We’re coming down the home
stretch for the 2011-2012 Sunday
School year. Our last lesson will be
Sunday, June 3rd (Jesus’ teaching to
Nicodemus about being “born again”
unto eternal life). Please try to attend
these last few weeks. After all, not only
does God love you, we do too!
I’d like to announce that St. Thomas
is hosting the “2012 Greensboro and
Winston-Salem Convocations
Episcopal Outreach Camp” from
Sunday, July 22nd thru Wednesday, July
25th. Many details remain to be
determined, but what we do know is:

Now it came to pass on a certain day
at noon that the story-teller was the
guiest of a kindly man. Ad we sat down
to meat in a popular restaurant. And the
food was good.
Now, when the meal was at hand the
waiter brought unto the host the
reckoning of his debt. And those
looking upon it was somewhat
displeased but spoke not a word. But as
the time for our departure drew nigh, I
observed that he layeth under his plate a
gift of coins. However, I knew not how
large this gift was. But the waiter, who
stood nearby, smiled, and was of a
happy countenance, which being
interpreted, meaneth that the tip was
satisfactory.
Now with such customs we are all
familiar. And this parable telleth not
what is right or wrong in the custom of
the tip. But as I meditated upon the
coins that become tips, to the north and
south, the east and west of our land, I
began to think about tips and tithes. For
the proverbial tip must be at least a tithe.
Indeed, unless it be fifteen or twenty
percent the waiter or waitress may turn
against you.
And as I continued to ponder these
things it came unto me that few people
who go to church treat their God as they
honor their waiter. For they give unto
their waiter a tithe, but unto their God
they give whatsoever they think will get
them by. Verily, I say unto you, doth
man fear the waiter more than God? Or
doth he love the waiter more than he
loveth God? Truly, truly, a man and his
money are past understanding.
Bill Horsley, with thanks to the
United Presbyterian Church

• it is for rising 7th thru 9th graders
• costs $100 (financial assistance is

available)
• deadline tor apply for attendance is
June 10th
• 30 kids max.
• the kids will sleep, most likely, in
the Parish House
• the Diocese will provide the
programs, activities and itinerary
Christian Ed. Commission will meet
on Sunday, May 6th, right after church
to begin our planning and more info will
appear in the June newsletter.
Have a blessed month and thanks for
all your support,
Jim McCloskey,
Sunday School Superintendent
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2012 Diocesan Eastertide Online Book Study
Christianity After Religion: The End of Church and
the Birth of a New Spiritual Awakening
As a part of the Beyond Our Doors initiative, the
Swindell Committee encourages participating parishes
and individuals to join in a six-week online Eastertide
book study April 8-May 20 of Diana Butler Bass' new
book, Christianity After Religion: The End of Church and
the Birth of a New Spiritual Awakening. Bass will also visit
the Diocese May 17-20. Check the Diocesan website for
event details.
Bass offers a fresh interpretation on the “spiritual but
not religious” trend. She argues that conventional
Christianity has focused top down: tell practitioners what
to believe and how to behave. Spirituality works bottomup: people who experience a connection to the divine and through community are
moved to change and serve others. Christianity After Religion demonstrates why
this bottom-up approach represents the real message of Jesus. Bass’ book shows
how to approach faith with a new-found freedom that is both life giving and service
driven.
Online Book Study Event Details
The book study will start April 11, 2012, and run for the next six weeks. Each
week a short video clip of Diana Butler Bass will be made available on this website,
along with chapter summaries and related questions for discussion and reflection.
On the Wednesday evening of the week, from 7:30 to 9:15pm, Diana Butler Bass
will be available to respond to written comments submitted in an online forum.
Participants in the forum can reflect, comment, ask questions and provide feedback
to each other as well.
Dates for the remaining online discussions include:
Wednesday, May 2, 7:30-9:15pm, Chapters 5 & 6
Wednesday, May 9, 7:30-9:15pm, Chapters 7 & 8
Wednesday, May 16, 7:30-9:15pm, Chapter 9 & What's next
Bass is the author of eight books, including Christianity for the Rest of Us and A
People’s History of Christianity. She earned her Ph.D. in church history from Duke
University and has taught at the University of California at Santa Barbara, Rhodes
College and Virginia Theological Seminary. She lives in Alexandria, VA.
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11:00 AM Family Service Live Streamed
Watch us Live!
Sundays at 11:00 AM
Family Service - Streamed Live each week
on our Ustream channel:
ustream.tv/channel/JohnSTR

Or Watch us Later!
Recording available
the next day or any time
on our YouTube Channel:
youtube.com/user/StThomasReidsville

Episcopal Day School
April was a busy month for
preschool. We presented our annual
spring program “The Nanny Goats
Gruff” and had a hot dog and hamburger
dinner following. We had over 100
attending and had a great time of
fellowship. The children also presented
“Jesus Loves the Little Children” in sign
language and “Over the Rainbow” with
handbells. The children practiced hard
and did a good job.
Thank you to everyone who
supported us with our raffle ticket sale
and geranium sale. Our fund-raisers
make it possible to operate our program
and we appreciate your participation.
The geraniums can be picked up on
Wednesday, May 2nd after 12:00 p.m.
6

We are still registering for fall
preschool for the two-year-old class.
The three/four class is full but we will
start a waiting list if anyone is
interested. The summer program is also
available for ages two and up to those
who have not yet attended kindergarten.
This is a two morning per week program
for June and July. Please see a teacher
for an information packet.
Our last day of preschool is May
24th. We want to thank the St. Thomas’
family for their support this year. We
look forward to a great 2012-2013
school year. We hope everyone has a
great and safe summer!
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Jerusalem
The city of Jerusalem has always
been important in the lives of the Jewish
people. In the 1st century A.D. it was
extremely important because in the
temple, resided the Holy of Holies.
Literally they felt that God lived in this
place.
Wouldn’t it be great to see what the
city was like around the time Jesus
walked the earth? Yep! You guessed it,
we’re going to take a journey in my
imaginary time machine again. Ready?
Woooosh.
King Herod spent 33 Years
rebuilding this city into a showcase that
he hoped would be one of the most
beautiful cities in the world. One Greek
writer wrote, “Whoever has not seen
Jerusalem in its splendor has never seen
a fine day. The book of Lamentations
called it the “perfection of beauty,” and
“the joy of all the world.” From a
distance, the city has a beautiful golden
hue.
The city is crowded. 25,000 people,
their houses, businesses, and a whole lot
more are packed in an area that is just
about a mile square. And many more
people pack into the city on Mondays
and Thursdays, the main market days.
On the feast of Passover there may be
four to five times as many people here.
Jerusalem is not a city that you can
just wander in or even sneak in. There
are four miles of high, thick, gray stone
walls surrounding the city to protect it
from invaders. On the inside of its many
gates are customs stations where
publicans collect taxes on all goods
entering or leaving the city and visitors
are required to spend a “tithe” of ten

percent of their yearly income (after
taxes) in the city while they are here. If
they go to the Temple, the visitors must
pay a second “tithe” to the temple.
Like many cities, Jerusalem is
divided into areas of “haves” and “have
nots.” Here it is known as the lower city
and the upper city. The lower city is
where the poorer people live. There are
no real streets here just narrow, dusty
unpaved alleys going every which way
as if nothing was planned. On either
side of most of these passageways are
one or two story, limestone houses
which look as if they were glued
together. But the people do more than
just live here. There is also a lot of
commerce going on as well. A visitor to
the market street can find just about
anything that he is looking for. There
are weavers and dyers, potters, bakers,
tailors, carpenters, metalworkers, and
many other types of tradesmen. And of
course there are food vendors. Here the
visitor with a discriminating pallet can
savor salted fish, fried locusts and
plenty of vegetables. Each type of
craftsman, in the city, belongs to his own
unique guild and they live together in
separate areas unique to their crafts.
They also worship in their own
synagogues and even though each place
of worship may be just a tiny room,
there are 480 individual houses of
worship in the city.
The upper city is quite different from
the lower city. Here we see the broad,
fashionable, orderly streets like you
might see in Rome or Greece. The
wealthiest citizens of Jerusalem reside
here in elegant, spacious white
Continued on page 8
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Jerusalem
Continued from page 7

mansions with courtyards, pools and
gardens. Here you will find the palaces
of the current high priest, Caiaphas and
Annas past high priest. The Jewish high
priest holds this position for life. Both
men sit as judges on the Sanhedrin,
which is like our supreme court, but
Caiaphas is the chief judge. Herod’s
palace can be found here too with its
three imposing towers. It is here that
Jesus will be condemned to death.
Jewish visitors look on in dismay at the
Antonia fortress where all the Roman
soldiers are garrisoned. The hated
soldiers stand armed and ready on every
street corner prepared to quell any form
of rebellion instigated by Jewish
Zealots.
The upper city has a market too but
the shoppers here are the slaves of the
wealthy. They are sent by their masters
to buy expensive, imported foods for
their masters’ tables. Market stalls held
more than food though. The affluent
could buy expensive perfumes and oils,
silks, or gold, silver and ivory. Life is
not boring for the rich here because they
can attend a large, open air theater and
watch the best of Roman or Greek
drama. If they craved something more
exciting, the wealthy residents could go
to the Hippodrome and watch chariot
races.
But this is not what Jerusalem, the
city of David, is famous for. This is the
site of the temple, the building Jews
believe to be the house of God. And
God’s house is magnificent.
The platform for the temple is an
enormous 35 acres. That’s the size of 24
football fields. Circling the entire

perimeter of the platform there are great
porches, supported by retaining walls
on the outside and 37.5 foot white
marble Corinthian columns on the
inside. The roofs of these porches were
cedar adorned with engravings. It is
here that men come to argue business
and vendors sell doves and sheep to be
sacrificed. There is also a basilica-style
building which is 600 feet long and 100
feet high and has 160 columns arranged
in 4 rows. It is called the Royal Stoa and
is used as a business center. Here you
will find places for ritual baths and the
huge Court of the Gentiles where Jews
and non-Jews could enter. There is a
separate, smaller area where only Jews
can enter and non-Jews are warned that
they will be put to death if they cross that
line. There is the Court of Israel, for men
only and the Court of the Women. The
Chamber of Hewn Stone is where the
Sanhedrin meet. It is in this room that
Jesus will be questioned by Caiaphas
before being handed over to Pilate.
But all this is not the actual temple,
the place that houses the Holy of Holies.
A number of steps lead to a small
building where inside hangs a priceless
curtain embroidered with a map of the
known world which conceals what lays
beyond. This room contains only a
golden altar and a small table. In another
room, behind another curtain is the Holy
of Holies. Only the High Priest can enter
here and then only on the day of
Atonement. The Holy of Holies is just a
rock where the Ark of the Covenant
once stood.
I think we have seen enough so let’s
go home. Ready? Whoooosh.
Continued on page 11
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American Cancer Society Relay for Life
Photo courtesy of Athena Varounis

Our "Soles for Hope" team: Elizabeth Treadwell, Athena Varounis, Carol Johnson, Jeanne Horsley, D’aun Miles
Tom Balsley, Ben Neal, Jim McCloskey, Hazel Post and Fr. Rick Miles
Team members not pictured are: Deborah Heinecker, Betty Melchert, Daniel Yount, Brooke Melchert and Parker Graham.

For more information on Relay for Life, you can go to this web site:
www.relayforlife.org/rockinghamnc.
* * *
Please print:
In memory of
________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
In honor of
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
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9

ECW Morning Chapter ECW General Meeting
Please join us Tuesday, May 8th at
10:30am in the Vestry room for
Morning Chapter. We will continue to
discuss chapters 6-8 of the book Take
This Bread.

Yard Sale
The ECW decided to have a yard sale
Saturday, August 13th. We would like
participation from the entire
congregation. Start cleaning out your
closets, basements and attics. We
haven't had a yard sale in quite awhile,
so we're hoping you have lots of items
you would like to donate. For any
questions contact Anne Montaigne;
amontaigne@yahoo.com.

ShrimpFest
We need two volunteers to co-chair
the Shrimp Fest in September. The two
ladies who have coordinated it for
several years are unable to do so this
year. They do have detailed notes
related to the Fest. Please consider
responding to this plea. The shrimp fest
usually nets about $1800 for the church
and it's also well received and enjoyed
by the community. If you have questions
related to what your responsibilities
would be, please contact Elisabeth
Pugh.
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Highlights from the ECW General
Meeting:
The ECW General Meeting was held
on Sunday, April 15th. Committee
reports included: treasurer, Suzanne
Howard reported there is $11,306 in the
treasury. The Special Events Committee
has expanded with the addition of
Martha Balsley.
The Bazaar
Committee wanted members to begin to
solicit large ticket items for the silent
auction. Dot Shelton suggested her
shrub donation be part of the silent
auction rather than a raffle item.
Devotional Life discussed the Retreat in
Winston Salem. Those attending the
event felt like it was very worthwhile
and well organized. With our small
membership it was decided that
attending a larger retreat was the “way
to go”.
During Old Business the group
voted to donate $100.00 to the Relay for
Life.
New Business included a discussion
about a possible yard sale in August.
The group decided it was a good idea
since we hadn't had one for a few years.
Laura Felts suggested a committee be
formed to prioritize ways to spend any
extra money in the treasury. Dot
Shelton, Anne Montaigne, and Dale
Fulton volunteered to serve on this
committee. Two co-chairs are needed to
co-ordinate the Shrimp Fest in
September. It is hoped that two
volunteers can be found so that the
Shrimp Fest can continue.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Parish Social - May 5 - Derby Party!
Laura Felts has very kindly offered
her home (716 S. Main St.) for a parish
social on May 5. Since that is the day of
the Kentucky Derby, we're planning a
derby-themed party for adults.
Festivities will begin at five o'clock.
Phillip Dalton will be organizing pre-race
games. We'll watch the run for the roses
at six o'clock-- does anyone know “My
Old Kentucky Home”? After that we'll
enjoy a pick-up derby dinner.
The parish life committee will arrange
for the food, but monetary donations will
be gladly accepted. Iced tea will be provided. If you would prefer a stronger
beverage, just bring it along. Mark you calendars! We'll have a great evening with
our parish family.

Graduates?

Passion Gospel Reader Thank You

Please contact the church office if
This Easter season, we were all
there are any high school or college graced by the reading skills of our
graduates. We would also like to know Passion Gospel readers. Here are their
the name of the school.
names so that we all can seek them out
and thank them for adding so much to
the meaningfulness of our worship
experience on Palm Sunday.
Continued from page 8
Narrator: Caitlin Miles
Jerusalem was probably like any Judas: Ed Spencer
small city here in the USA, like Witness: Suzanne Howard
Reidsville for example. The people High Priest: Tom Balsley
there ate like the people here, rich… Servant Girl: Scottie Reeder
poor… industrious. Like them we have Peter: Chuck Rhodes
shops and theaters and most of all we Bystanders: Todd and Devon Sitterson
have the Holy of Holies. The difference Pilate: Bill Horsley
is that here God, the Holy of Holies Soldiers: Mel and Heather Peterson
resides in our hearts not in a building. Priests: Tom and Martha Balsley
Let others see Him through the love you Centurion: Mel Peterson
show for your fellow man.
With deepest gratitude from the
Don Gwarek whole congregation, we say “Thank
You!”
Fr. Rick

Jerusalem

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Thoughts on Stewardship
My granddaughter has a rather
humorous expression when she feels
she is missing out on something. When
I told her some months ago that it was
snowing where her uncle Burton lives,
she blurted out, “No fair.” When I told
her that the movie we thought we were
going to see at the theater was no longer
playing, she said with disappointment,
“No fair!”
Last month when our friend Bob Lee
Watt died, I think all of us said a
collective, “THAT'S NOT FAIR.” The
longer we live and the more we
experience, we realize that so much in
life is not fair or just or impartial or even
reasonable. Illnesses occur, but it does
not mean that anyone does anything to
deserve the hand they have been dealt.

need other people in our lives to
encourage us, to advise us, to befriend
us and to believe in us as we travel our
journey. These were just some of the
ways in which Bob Lee served us all.
Also the values we learn in church,
we carry out into the world wherever we
go – values that affect how we live the
rest of our lives. Many times Bob Lee
would say, “We gather to scatter.”
Taking his faith into his surroundings
and beyond was his way of making God
a part of his everyday life.
All things are not fair, but
remembering Bob Lee's kind and
gracious spirit makes us truly thankful
for this life that was so well lived.
Tom Balsley

Bob Lee was as good as they come.
He was a leader at St. Thomas and in our
community. And when I think of the
trait he most personified, the word
“selflessness” comes to mind. In my
opinion, selflessness is the basis of true
leadership – putting other people ahead
of yourself and really caring about them.
This was true of his relationships with
his family, friends, church community,
co-workers, and clients.
I can not think of anyone who was a
more devoted member of our church.
Bob Lee was in attendance nearly every
Sunday (and on numerous other
occasions) and this practice helped all of
us to be more faithful. One of the first
things we are taught at confirmation is
that we do not worship God alone. We

12
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“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

20
78

Dynamic Fitness

7:00 p.m.

17

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive

April 6
Good Friday Liturgy
Stations of the Cross

11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

19
22

April 8
Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

32
96

April 15
2nd Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

12
47

April 22
3rd Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

24
64

April 1
Palm Sunday
April 5
Maundy Thursday

156 N. Scales St.

Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 35,642.50
When you’re ready to
$ 43,679.05
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
- $ 8,036.55
listen.

Pledge Report
March 2012
$ 10,871.00

Total Revenue

Total Operations Expenses $ 12,985.36
Difference
16

-$

2,114.36

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Dr. Richard “Rick” Miles
349-3511, Ext. 102
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt
Diane Allen

349-3511
349-3511

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@att.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Dot Shelton 342-2433
irishbr@aol.com
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
Melodie Watt 394-4247
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 616-1029
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Parker Graham
Senior Warden
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Chris Hicks
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Elisabeth Pugh
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Jim McCloskey
Junior Warden
349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com

Alex Melchert
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Todd Walker
342-9632
ToddJon5@triad.rr.com

Laura Felts
349-4554
minnielaura@bellsouth.net

Starr McHugh
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com
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Melodie Watt
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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VESTRY

Bequests
While planning your will, help provide for St. Thomas’ future
A bequest (a gift transferred through your estate) is a strategy everyone
can consider.
After planning for family needs, many individuals choose to include a
bequest to their church. Your bequest, invested in St. Thomas’ endowment,
can provide for the continuation of St. Thomas’ ministry in the community –
literally for years, if not generations. In doing God’s work in Reidsville,
your legacy will be fulfilled. There are currently these funds which were
established or perpetuated by bequests:
! The St. Thomas’Endowment Fund: Established in 1993, the earnings
from the endowment may be accumulated or used for the work of the
church. In the latter case, no more than 50% may be used for church
operations, while 25% can be used for outreach and 25% for meeting capital
and building needs.
! The Nancy Price Watt Outreach Fund: Established to honor the late
Nancy Price Watt, the income from this endowed fund can be used annually
to fund outreach and Christian social ministry efforts of St. Thomas’. It can
be used for no other purpose.
! The Martha Eula Scholarship Fund:
Established in memory
of the late Martha Jacobs Eula, this fund is used to assist members of the
parish with such things as special ministries training (such as Stephen
Ministry), assisting youth with expenses for mission trips and/or choir or
church camp, and assisting adults defray the cost of missionary work.
Of course, bequests to St. Thomas’ may also be unrestricted, or, if
appropriate, used as you direct. No gift is considered too small.
Gifts to St. Thomas’ from your estate can be tax effective and can even
help your other heirs. To learn more about bequests and planned giving to
St. Thomas’ visit our web site at www.stthomasreidsville.com/stewardship.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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