Tidings
St. Thomas
Episcopal Church

315 Lindsey Street

Reidsville, NC 27320

Planning
Ahead...
Palm Sunday
Holy Week &
Easter
Holy Week
4/1 Palm Sunday
(No Sunday School)
4/2 12 Noon Community Service
St. Thomas co-hosting lunch at
First Presbyterian
4/3 12 Noon Community Service
at Jerusalem United Holy Church
4/4 12 Noon Community Service
at Baptist Temple (No chapel)
4/5 12 Noon Community Service
at Elm Grove Baptist Church
7:00 PM Maundy Thursday Service
4/6 11:00 AM Good Friday Liturgy
12:00 PM Stations of the Cross
Parish House & Downtown
4/8 Easter
8:30 Holy Eucharist
9:30 Easter Breakfast
(No Sunday School)
11:00 Holy Eucharist with
flowering of the cross
12:15 Coffee in the Pipkin Parlor

April 2012

336-349-3511

Transformation
It is amazing how many of us it
really takes to do Holy Week and
Easter. So many people are
putting in uncounted hours to
ensure that we have meaningful
and uplifting liturgies and
services, and a beautiful space in
which to hold them. Each
person’s work is incredibly
important to all of us. Yet, so
much is going on that it is possible
to get lost in the activity and
preparation, if we let ourselves forget
why we are doing it.
The “Why?” of it all was brought back to me just this
week by an article in The Anglican Digest. Let me share
some of it with you: “Easter cannot [just] be measured by
programs, liturgy, the numbers in attendance, music or
fellowship. Easter [must be] be measured by the extent to
which we will allow ourselves to be transformed by our
encounter with the Risen Christ. Jesus did not die on a
cross so that we would worship him. He died that we may
be freed from our sin and, in being freed, that we may
come to know and reflect his grace and glory.”

“And in reflecting His grace and glory, we become a
people of transformation: loving, forgiving, seeking
justice, extending mercy and living a holy life…yes, there
“All Are Welcome” are many people in churches who help make Easter very
Continued on page 3
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Transformation

ECW Meetings

Continued from page 1

meaningful, but the most important
person is you, as you seek to encounter
the Risen Lord.”

ECW general meeting:
Sunday April 15th
after the 11:00 service

The author of the article is right.
Easter and the resurrection of Jesus is
about transformation – death being
transformed into a totally different and
new life. Easter is about our own
transformation. Our lives can and will
be transformed if we will but open our
hearts to him. Just as the Risen Christ
transformed a band of despairing
disciples into a group of daring
missionaries 2,000 years ago, so the
Risen Christ can transform our lives:
despair and helplessness gives way to
hope, darkness gives way to light,
hatred gives way to love. Easter is the
good news that the Risen Jesus is with
us, inviting us to a new life of faith, hope
and love.

ECW board meeting:
Thursday, April 12
12:00 at Turks

May we all be transformed by the
Risen Christ!

Morning Chapter will meet in the
Vestry Room on Tuesday, April 10th at
10:30 am. We will discuss Chapters 6-8
of the book Take This Bread.

Fill the Tub
Please help us
reach out to others
in our community
by donating nonperishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for

Fr. Rick

April are:

peanut butter, potatoes,
pork & beans, cereal, Boost,
coffee, sugar and soap
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!
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Vestry Highlights
Meeting Date: March 12, 2012
Vestry Members absent: Alex
Melchert
The Rector convened the meeting at
7:00PM with an opening prayer.
The minutes from the February
Vestry meeting were presented for
approval. A motion was made by Laura
Felts and seconded by Elisabeth Pugh to
adopt the minutes. The motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: M. Watt
presented a detailed summary of
revenue and expenses for February.
Revenues were down in February and
two operational expenses continue to
exceed budget. Watt reported that she
can now monitor utility usage at the
Church and Parrish Hall via internet
access with PNG and Duke Energy. A
motion was made by Laura Felts and
seconded by Chris Hicks to adopt
treasurer’s report. Motion carried.
Rectors Report: Rick reported on a
seminar being held in Greensboro April
12-15th and encouraged anyone
interested to participate. He also
reported an increase in attendance and
noted that the number of bulletins being
printed has increased. Rick also
suggested that with the increase in new
members, name tags should be worn on
specific Sundays to insure everyone
gets to meet the new members.
Senior Warden Report: Parker
reported that effective April 1 the office
hours at the church will be Tuesday thru
Thursday 8:30am to 11:30am. She also
reported the Parochial Report has been
submitted as of March 1. The Parish
Hall use policy is still being revised to
include guidelines for use by members
and non-members and charges
4

associated with the use. Finally she
reported on the proposed Audio System.
After much discussion, the Vestry
approved the bid from Dominion
Group. Their proposal includes
components needed to meet the current
needs of the church.
Junior Wardens Report: Jim
reported he is working on the phone
system but there was still work to be
done. He also reported areas of need in
the parking lot of the church.
Ministry Area Reports:
Fellowship and Parish Life: E.
Pugh reported that sign up for
Lemonade on the Lawn will begin in
April. Lemonade on the Lawn will start
the first of May. She also reported that
all the Lenten Dinners have been taken.
Outreach: Laura reported she had
requested Tom Balsley to inform the
outreach committee of the next meeting
regarding the Homeless Shelter for
Rockingham County so that the
committee members could attend.
Christian Formation/Education:
Jim reported last class will be June 3rd,
attendance varies and planning is
continuing for mission trip.
Stewardship: No Report
Marketing: M. Watt reported a bid
has been requested for paving the
parking lot. The marketing firm has
suggested St. Thomas consider a logo as
one way to market St. Thomas in the
community.
With no further announcements or
business meeting was adjourned at
9:00pm. Next Vestry Meeting has been
moved to Monday,April 16th.
Respectfully submitted
Todd Walker, Clerk
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2012 Diocesan Eastertide Online Book Study
Christianity After Religion: The End of Church and
the Birth of a New Spiritual Awakening
As a part of the Beyond Our Doors initiative, the
Swindell Committee encourages participating parishes
and individuals to join in a six-week online Eastertide
book study April 8-May 20 of Diana Butler Bass' new
book, Christianity After Religion: The End of Church and
the Birth of a New Spiritual Awakening. Bass will also visit
the Diocese May 17-20. Check the Diocesan website for
event details.
Bass offers a fresh interpretation on the “spiritual but
not religious” trend. She argues that conventional
Christianity has focused top down: tell practitioners what
to believe and how to behave. Spirituality works bottomup: people who experience a connection to the divine and through community are
moved to change and serve others. Christianity After Religion demonstrates why
this bottom-up approach represents the real message of Jesus. Bass’ book shows
how to approach faith with a new-found freedom that is both life giving and service
driven.
Online Book Study Event Details
The book study will start April 11, 2012, and run for the next six weeks. Each
week a short video clip of Diana Butler Bass will be made available on this website,
along with chapter summaries and related questions for discussion and reflection.
On the Wednesday evening of the week, from 7:30 to 9:15pm, Diana Butler Bass
will be available to respond to written comments submitted in an online forum.
Participants in the forum can reflect, comment, ask questions and provide feedback
to each other as well.
Dates for online discussions include:
Wednesday, April 11, 7:30-9:15pm, Introduction video (may be longer than
subsequent clips) and book preface
Wednesday, April 18, 7:30-9:15pm, Chapters 1 & 2
Wednesday, April 25, 7:30-9:15pm, Chapters 2 & 4
Wednesday, May 2, 7:30-9:15pm, Chapters 5 & 6
Wednesday, May 9, 7:30-9:15pm, Chapters 7 & 8
Wednesday, May 16, 7:30-9:15pm, Chapter 9 & What's next
Bass is the author of eight books, including Christianity for the Rest of Us and A

Continued on page 7
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11:00 AM Family Service Live Streamed
Watch us Live!
Sundays at 11:00 AM
Family Service
Streamed Live each week
on our Ustream channel:
ustream.tv/channel/JohnSTR

Or Watch us Later!
Recording available
the next day or any time
on our YouTube Channel:
youtube.com/user/StThomasReidsville

Episcopal Day School
2012 Spring Plant Sale Fund Raiser
Episcopal Day School’s annual geranium sale is underway.
We are selling the same beautiful geraniums that we have sold the past several years.
Profits will go toward supplies for the school.
Colors
Red - Pink - Salmon - Violet (Fuschia) - White
$6 each
Orders and payment are due by April 25th, 2012
Geraniums can be picked up Wednesday, May 2nd
Return bottom portion to one of the teachers or to the church office.
Make checks payable to “Episcopal Day School”

Name:
Red
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Pink

Salmon

Violet
(Fuschia)

White
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Total

2012 Diocesan Eastertide Online Book Study
Continued from page 5

People’s History of Christianity. She
earned her Ph.D. in church history from
Duke University and has taught at the
University of California at Santa
Barbara, Rhodes College and Virginia
Theological Seminary. She lives in
Alexandria, VA.
Order books individually from
Amazon or contact Sacred Garden
Bookstore for supplies:
Sacred Garden Bookstore
215 West Fisher Avenue, Greensboro,
NC 27401
bookstore@holy-trinity.com,
336.544.1225
www.sacredgardenbookstore.com

Ebooks for Nook:
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/christia
nity-after-religion-diana-butlerbass/1104239991?ean=9780062003737

Ebooks for Kindle: http://www.amazon.com/Christianity-After-Religion-Spiritualebook/dp/B005O078OM/ref=kinw_dp_ke?ie=UTF8&m=AG56TWVU5XWC2

Community Noon Holy Week Services

Monday April 2
at First Presbyterian, St. Thomas’ cohosting; Speaker: Dr. Clarence Johnson
Tuesday April 3
at Jerusalem United Holy Church; Speaker: The Rev. Walt Cooper
Wednesday April 4
at Baptist Temple; Speaker: Elder Bernard Florence
Thursday April 5
at Elm Grove Baptist; Speaker: The Rev. Stephen Blair
Friday April 6
Stations of the Cross Downtown & St. Thomas’ Parish Hall

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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A Journey to Nazareth
Wow! This time machine is great
isn’t it. I’m glad you could come along
because today we’re going into the First
century A.D. to visit the village of
Nazareth to see what the lives of men
might have been like.
Did you see the movie Fiddler on the
Roof? Well the people of Nazareth are
about the same as those in the movie.
You won’t find any Sadducees here.
You won’t find any Pharisees Or Zealots
here either. Those guys are all in the big
cities. No, here in Nazareth there are
just plain folk, living out their daily lives
by working hard, loving their God and
keeping the laws of the Torah.
Let’s go mosey around.
Seems like all the guys are either in
the fields or in small shops. Have you
noticed that the men are not very tall and
their skin is light but it looks like it’s
been darkened by the sun? And every
man has long brown or black hair and
they are all wearing beards. Looks like
everyone has the same tailor as well
because most are wearing a long outer
garment with blue fringes and a four
inch wide leather belt, called a girdle.
Now here’s something interesting.
The men wear an undergarment called a
tunic, but if that is all they are wearing
they’re considered naked. If they pull
that tunic between their legs and tuck it
into that leather belt they say they are
“girding their loins.”
Have you noticed that there are no

kids running around? That’s because
the little girls are at home helping mama
and the little boys are in school. Jewish
men are all educated because Rabbinic
law requires the fathers to teach the sons
Torah and also to teach them a trade.
Their education is strictly religious,
the teacher a Rabbi, and the
schoolhouse, the synagogue. A young
boy’s primary education begins at age
five and lasts until he is twelve or
thirteen. At five, boys learn to read and
write the alphabet. The Rabbi will put a
little honey on the children’s tablets as
they learn the alphabet and begin their
study of the Torah to teach them the
sweetness of the holy word.
The child will learn how to approach
ritual purity and how to approach God
from the book of Leviticus then later he
will learn of the nature of God from the
book of Psalms. At the age of ten he will
study oral law and be quizzed of this
later when at thirteen his family will
take him to the temple in Jerusalem. He
is now considered to be a man and
expected to keep the commandments.
Okay, so now a young man has
finished his primary education. What’s
next?
Study is considered the highest form
of worship. It is not uncommon for a
man to study the Torah and the law all
his life. So if a young man showed
promise as a scholar and his family
could afford it, he could further his
education by attending a “Bet Midrash”
or House of Study, where he would
Continued on page 11
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American Cancer Society Relay for Life
BARBECUE CHICKEN
DINNER–ON–THE GO
Saturday, April 28 5:00-7:00pm
Tickets available for purchase April
1-21 from any team member or St.
Thomas office.

The American Cancer Society is
saving lives. The majority of Americans
are now covered by a smoke-free law,
thanks in part to efforts of the Society
and the American Cancer Society
Cancer Action Network. ACS has
helped the uninsured, underinsured and
low-income women get breast and
cervical cancer screening tests and
follow-up treatment since 1991. ACS
CAN has successfully fought for
legislation protecting this care.
Through the sponsorship of clinical
trials and cancer research, cancer
patients are having better outcomes and
living longer.
For those interested in making a
donation to the St. Thomas Relay team
SOLES FOR HOPE, the team has
established three giving levels: GOLD
$100.00, SILVER $50.00, and
BRONZE $25.00. Anyone making a
GOLD, SILVER, OR BRONZE
donation will be recognized at the relay
campsite and in the St. Thomas
newsletter.
Our St. Thomas Relay for Life Team
is sponsoring a fundraising event thanks
to the generosity of “Barbecue Master”
Butch Trent.

Relay Team Members are Jeanne
Horsley, Captain; Tom Balsley;
Parker Graham; Deborah
Heinecker; Jim McCloskey; Betty
Melchert; D’aun Miles; Rick Miles;
Ben Neal; Hazel Post; Elizabeth
Treadwell; Athena Varounis and
Daniel Yount.
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In Loving Memory

Church Office Hours

Please pray for the repose of the souls of

Someone will be in the church office
between 8:30 am & 11:30 am Tuesday
thru Thursday. If you specifically need
Jenny, her office hours are posted on the
office door at the beginning of the
month. In case of an emergency outside
office hours, please call the Rectory at
336-349-5090.

Frances Woodson Graham
d. 3/17/2012
Mother of Susan Turner

Knox Kent Lively III
d. 3/10/2012
Brother of Laura Felts
Please also keep their families
in your prayers
as they mourn their loss.
May light perpetual shine upon them.

Parish Register

Coming Soon... Name Tags
We are growing and that is
wonderful. There are new faces at both
services but can you put a name with
every face? As soon as they are ready,
we will have a name tag for you to keep
and wear every Sunday. This will help
us get to know each other and help
visitors know who we are.
We are hoping to have St. Thomas
lanyards that can be used with your
name tag available for purchase in May.

April Vestry Meeting

We decided to have a land line added
back. The new number is 336-3498633. Please use our cell phone numbers
if we are away from the home phone,
unless you are calling from an AT&T
cell phone. The mobile-to-mobile will
apply for free minutes.
Joanne’s cell – (336) 210-4079
Richard’s cell – (336) 432-9272
Thanks,
Joanne and Richard Piazza
10

Reminder – Vestry Meeting for April
has been moved to Monday, April
16th.
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A Journey to Nazareth
Continued from page 8

study the law.
The Bet Midrash is a special room or
building attached to the synagogue and
is considered a very holy place. In fact it
is considered more sacred than the
synagogue itself. Before entering, the
student will say a special prayer that he
may be saved from the errors of
understanding or interpreting the Torah.
When he leaves the Bet Midrash the
student gives thanks for being in the
house of study. At about age eighteen
our young scholar’s formal education is
complete. He is now qualified to be a
teacher, a scribe, or a lawyer.
But just like in today’s society, not
everyone wants to continue their
education. For many, they prefer to
work in the same type occupation the
father is engaged in.
Jewish men here and throughout the
Diaspora are very industrious and work
as traders, merchants, stone cutters and
masons. Weavers make cloth and robes
from flax or wool and other craftsmen
make dyes to brighten the garments.
There were sculptors and metal
workers. And yes there are carpenters.
Was Jesus a carpenter? Christians
know him to be one, but some scholars
think He and Joseph were more than just
carpenters. They think that the correct
translation of the Greek word that has
been interpreted as “Carpenter” could
also be interpreted as “Builder.”
So maybe Jesus and Joseph built

houses. Wood was scarce in that area of
the world and would have been
considered pretty expensive. Could be
their talents were used for something
other than making tables and benches or
doors.
When a man, scholar or tradesman,
reaches the age of eighteen he is ready
for marriage and at twenty he can now
choose a vocation. You’d think it would
be the other way around. You know, get
a job and then get married. Of course
there is that marriage tax thing. The
Roman government imposed a tax on all
males, eighteen and over, that were not
married. I wonder how the IRS has
missed that one.
Well it’s time to jump into our time
machine and leave Nazareth. Things
don’t really change much, do they. The
men then were pretty much like the men
of today, industrious, hardworking, and
religious. In a way their lives were just
like the lives of those of us living in
Reidsville today.
Don Gwarek

2012 Flower Calendar
The 2012 Flower
Calendar is now
posted in the hall just
outside the music
director’s office.
Please sign up for your
preferred dates to place
flowers on the altar for Sunday services.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Thoughts on Stewardship
When I say grace at mealtime, I tell
God that I am thankful for the food I am
about to eat, my home, my loved ones
and my health. I am sure that everyone
who prays before a meal has a similar
litany of thanksgiving.
Lately,
however, when I mention the word
“home,” I think very seriously about
those who are without one.
In February, the Greensboro News &
Record ran a front page article stating
alarming statistics as to the growing
number of children who are homeless.
The number is indeed shocking – 1,895
children in Guilford County without a
place to call home. The reasons are
many. There are those who share
housing with another family or live in
motels, hotels, or in emergency or
transitional shelter. And there are those
who have been abandoned by a parent or
legal guardian. The article says that
most are between pre-kindergarden and
the fifth grade. Beyond that there is also
an increase in older students who can be
defined as homeless. These are young
people who sleep in maybe a car or at the
home of a friend. A local high school
teacher told me that this practice is not
an uncommon one. Last winter at our
county shelter, there were three young
men who at 18 had aged out of their
foster homes. Regrettably, this
accommodation is only open three
months of the year. However, there
were resources that enabled our
Rockingham County Help for Homeless
organization to assist them in obtaining
a GED and gaining admission to a
branch of the Armed Services.
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Recently in our Sunday School class,
we got an overview regarding the
development of Emergence
Christianity. In our final session we
found that there were a number of
believers called “the new monastics.”
This is a non-traditional group of
Christians who take Christ's message
quite seriously. Many are involved in
running soup kitchens, medical clinics,
homeless shelters, and food pantries.
Some, in more traditional religious
orders, have taken a vow of poverty.
This means giving up bank accounts,
cars, computers, cell phones, and the
like. For most, it would be difficult to
give them up for one day. If this seems
daunting, and it really is, then all of us
can resolve to do whatever we can, even
if we pale in comparison to dedicated
monks and nuns. It might mean a
workday at a Habitat house,
volunteering at the soup kitchen, the
Outreach Center, or the free dental
clinic that is coming to Reidsville.
Later this year our faith-based
community will plan how we can
partner with homeless families to assist
them in becoming self-reliant and
successful homeowners. There is some
“hard stuff” that comes with being a
Christian. But I don't remember Jesus
saying that this way of life would be
especially easy. To those on the margins
of society, every little bit we do will
help.
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Tom Balsley

“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

February 26
1st Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

18
70

March 4
2nd Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

22
71

March 11
3rd Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

8
65

March 18
4th Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

17
70

March 25
5th Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

?
54

Decals of the Episcopal Shield
are available in the Pipkin Parlor and
in the church office. (Both adhesive
and static cling types are available.)
You can pick one up in the parlor and
drop $1.00 into the offering with a
note that it's for a decal or see Jenny
to purchase one during office hours.

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Dynamic Fitness
156 N. Scales St.

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive
Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
February 2012 Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 9,573.65
$ 24,770.39
Total Revenue
When you’re ready to
$ 30,693.69
Total Operations Expenses $ 15,042.51
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
- $ 5,468.86 - $ 5,923.30
Difference
listen.

Pledge Report

16
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Dr. Richard “Rick” Miles
349-3511, Ext. 102
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt
Diane Allen

349-3511
349-3511

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@att.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Dot Shelton 342-2433
irishbr@aol.com
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
Melodie Watt 394-4247
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 616-1029
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Parker Graham
Senior Warden
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Chris Hicks
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Elisabeth Pugh
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Jim McCloskey
Junior Warden
349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com

Alex Melchert
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Todd Walker
342-9632
ToddJon5@triad.rr.com

Laura Felts
349-4554
minnielaura@bellsouth.net

Starr McHugh
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com
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Melodie Watt
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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VESTRY

Planning your legacy

Support St. Thomas’ with a planned gift
Create a lasting legacy for St. Thomas’ with a planned gift. Your gift will
support the missions and ministries of St. Thomas’ such as our endowment,
the Nancy Watt Outreach Fund, the Martha Eula Scholarship fund, Christian
formation and education, and our outreach into the community. Your gift will
help our church change the community and the world.
Learn more about supporting St. Thomas’ in a tax-effective way. Visit our
website at
www.StThomasReidsville.org/stewardship

Make a difference!
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Good Friday
11:00 AM
Good Friday Liturgy
12:00 PM
Stations of the Cross

Maundy Thursday
7:00 PM
Maundy Thursday Liturgy
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