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Planning
Ahead...

Cross-Bearing

Wednesdays
in Lent at 6PM
Lenten Suppers
& Programs
“The Gospel
According to
The Simpsons”

“If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.”
What does it look like to “take up your cross” this
Lent? Most of us don’t have big, heavy, wooden beams
lying around our houses, apartments, dorm rooms, or
barracks. We do, however, carry burdens. Life makes sure
of that. We have the burdens of aging, and often, ailing
loved-ones, of debt, of not-so-smart choices, of difficult
relationships, of disease, stress, addiction, transition, and
uncertainty. These burdens can keep us from living into
the stature of Christ, the image of God in which we were

Holy Week
4/1 Palm Sunday
(No Sunday School)

Mark 8:34

4/2 12 Noon Community Service
St. Thomas co-hosting lunch at
First Presbyterian
4/3 12 Noon Community Service
Location TBA
4/4 12 Noon Community Service
Location TBA (No chapel)
4/5 12 Noon Community Service
Location TBA
7:00 PM Maundy Thursday Service
4/6 11:00 AM Good Friday Liturgy
12:00 PM Stations of the Cross
Parish House & Downtown
4/8 Easter
8:30 Holy Eucharist
9:30 Easter Breakfast
(No Sunday School)
11:00 Holy Eucharist with
flowering of the cross
12:15 Coffee in the Pipkin Parlor

“All Are Welcome”
Continued on page 3
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Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 2012
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Cross-Bearing

Morning Chapter

Continued from page 1

created. This Lent you are invited to
both lay down those burdens and to take
them up, to face them and walk through
them with Christ.
Lent began as a time of preparation
for baptism among early Christians. It
was a time for learning new ways of life
and leaving old ways behind. It was a
time of building community and
preparing oneself for right relationship
with God. This Lent, join with
Christians and other seekers around the
world in a season of self-examination,
prayer, and learning. Let us join and
support each other as we walk this path
together.
May all the blessings of this most
holy season be yours.
Fr. Rick

The Morning Chapter will meet at
10:30 am on Tuesday the 13th in the
Vestry room. We have been charged
with reading chapters 3-5 of Bread of
Life and finding at least 2 places that
spoke to you - either positive or
negative.

Parish Register
In order to keep your directory up-todate, please make note of these two
email address changes:
Elizabeth Treadwell
deodar@centurylink.net
Suzanne Howard
s.howard@triad.rr.com

Fill the Tub
Please help us
reach out to others
in our community
by donating nonperishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for
March are:

peanut butter, potatoes,
pork & beans, cereal, Boost,
coffee, sugar and soap
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!
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Vestry Highlights
Meeting Date: February 13, 2012
All vestry members were present for
meeting.
The Rector convened the meeting at
7:00PM with an opening prayer.
The Minutes from the Vestry retreat
with Canon Malone and the January
Vestry meeting were presented for
approval. A motion was made by Starr
McHugh to adopt minutes seconded by
Laura Felts. The motion carried.
A proposal for a new audio system
was presented by Doug and Christine
Williams of Dominiongroup PR and
Marketing. The proposal outlined the
specific components of the system with
cost breakdown for each piece. The
proposal addressed current needs and
future needs with regard to the tape
ministry.
Treasurer’s Report: M. Watt
presented a detailed summary of the
revenue and expenses for January.
Revenues were up in Jan., however,
several areas of concern were increases
in expenses over budgeted amounts.
Melody indicated going forward a
review of bills will take place to track
expenses on a month to month basis. A
policy change was adopted regarding
personal reimbursed expenses, the
change is as follows:
All expenses must be approved by
the treasurer.
All reimbursable expenses over
$250.00 must be PRE approved by the
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vestry.
All reimbursable expenses over
$100.00 and up to $250.00 must be PRE
approved by the treasurer.
Rectors Report: Rick reported
average attendance was up in January to
83 versus 72 in 2011. Rick also
discussed pastoral concerns of various
members in the congregation.
Senior Warden’s Report: Parker
reported the need to study feasibility of
capital campaign to address current and
future issues with the church.
Jr. Warden’s Report:
Jim
McCloskey reported pot holes in
driveway have been repaired, and new
lighting has been installed in Rick’s
office and is scheduled to be installed in
secretary’s office as well.
Ministry Area Reports: Vestry
Members were assigned to each
committee.
Announcements: Rick reminded
everyone of the pancake supper on
February 21 and also of Ash Wednesday
Services at 12:00 pm and 7:00pm. With
no further announcements the meeting
was adjourned at 9:15pm
Respectfully submitted
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Todd Walker,
Clerk

Christian Education - 2012 Winter Jam
This month's news is about our outing to the 2012 Winter Jam, a contemporary
Christian music concert held on February 4th at the Greensboro Coliseum.
Sam Thorn, Daniel Yount, John Reynolds and I met In the parking lot at St.
Thomas and off we went. We made good time and although we were standing in line
at 4:20 pm (for a 6 pm show), the line was already depressingly long (see photo). It
took us over an hour to get inside!

As a result, all the good seats were gone. We finally found 4 seats together behind
the stage. All in all, not too bad, since we were essentially "back stage" and could
watch, right below us, the musicians getting ready to go onstage.
Then it began! There were about 7 or 8 bands in all. Contemporary Christian
music is essentially rock and roll music for Jesus. So, it was understandably loud, as
are most live concerts. I don' t remember all the groups' names, but the 3 headliners
were "Building 429", "Sanctus Real" and everyone' s favorite, "Skillet". Although
you can't actually see them, the photo below [top of page 7] was taken during their
performance, showing the stage and just how packed it was.
While each band gave their own testimony as a part of their performance, there
were 2 intermissions for positive and encouraging bible talk for teens and pre-teens,
focused on the all the issues they face in life at this age.

Continued on page 7
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“The Simpsons” join St. Thomas for supper in Lent!

Photo courtesy of Twentieth Century Fox and http://entertainment.howstuffworks.com/simpsons.htm

You read that right! “The Simpsons,”
known as America’s “most animated
and dysfunctional family,” will be
joining us for our Lenten supper/study
program this year. Starting Wednesday,
February 29th at 6:00 p.m., our Lenten
supper/studies, will engage in a fun and
serious look at the Church and our
personal practice of faith for five
consecutive Wednesday evenings, as we
consider “The Gospel According to The
Simpsons”. This is a chance to grow in
our faith, and have a good time while
doing it. Spread the word! This event is

open to all, and all ages!
If anyone can help provide a dinner
they should contact Elisabeth Pugh.

Episcopal Day School
It’s hard to believe March is already
here. It seems like we were just
celebrating Christmas! Time flies when
you’re having fun and we’ve been
having fun in preschool. February was
a fun month because one week we
studied the letter Pp and we got to wear
our Pajamas to school and eat Pancakes
for snack! When we studied the letter
Qq (and his best friend Uu), we made a
list of animals and decided if they are
Quick or Quiet or both. For Rr week,
we made beautiful glitter rainbows. We
found glitter on us for days! For Ss
week we talked about snow which
worked out perfectly since it snowed
that week.
Valentine’s Day was full of
excitement as we made our monthly trip
to story time at the Public Library. Once
we got back to school, we had our
Valentine’s Day party and exchanged
Valentine cards, read a Valentine book
and played Valentine games.
6

We have also started working on our
annual spring program. We will present
The Three Nanny Goats Gruff on April
19th at 6:00 p.m. Everyone is invited to
attend! Our friends at St. Thomas’ are
invited to join us. The program is free.
A meal will be served for a small fee
afterwards so if you would like to stay
and eat, please see a teacher for a meal
ticket by April 5th.
Registration for next fall is ongoing.
We are having great response and hope
to be full for 2012-2013. So, if you know
anyone interested, please have them
pick up a registration packet soon.
We will soon be selling RAFFLE
TICKETS for our annual fund-raiser.
They should be ready by the middle of
March. Please see a teacher or Jenny in
the church office to make a purchase.
They are only $1 each. Keep an eye on
the Sunday bulletin for more
information on raffle tickets.
Happy spring!

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Christian Education - 2012 Winter Jam
Continued from page 5

The last photo shows Sam, Daniel and John, during a rare "still" moment.

We all enjoyed the show, the music and the messages, all in support of Holt
International's adoption work of finding homes for abandoned, crippled and
homeless children around the world.
Peace, ,Jim McCloskey, Sunday School Superintendent
PS. If you have the opportunity, ask them about the pyrotechnics!

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Adara
Have you ever wondered what life
might have been like for people living in
Jerusalem or the surrounding villages
during the first century? For most
people life would have been hard but for
women it was really tough. But I’d like
you to see for yourself so just for fun,
let’s get into my imaginary time
machine and visit one of the little
villages and see how the women fared.
Ready? WHOOOOSH.
Okay, here we are in the village of
Nazareth (yeah, that Nazarath) in the
house of Adara, a twelve year old
Hebrew girl. Let’s snoop.
Adara is listening as her father,
Abihayil, is bartering with Benayahu,
the goat herder. She wrinkles up her
nose. Ewww, he smells like the goats
that he tends. Occasionally Benayahu
would cast a glance her way, nodding
his head and pursing his lips. “Agreed”
she heard him say. Her father smiled
and hugged Benayahu to seal the
agreement. The goat herder would pay
her father seven goats in exchange for
his daughter’s hand in marriage.
Adara, a twelve year old girl, was
now officially engaged to Benayahu
who was twenty five years her senior.
She didn’t even think of arguing with
her father, after all she was his property
and though there was no doubt that he
loved her it was his decision to make.
Besides, she had been trained by her
mother all of her young life for this.
That was the way things were done.
According to the teaching of the Torah,
Israel’s sacred book, the father must
teach his sons a trade and send them to a
school where they would learn to read

and write so that they too could read and
cherish the Torah. A mother’s task was
to insure that her daughters would be
prepared to be a homemaker and
mother. During the next year, with her
mother, Abiya, as her guide and teacher,
Adara would hone all of her skills of
being a woman.
At the age of thirteen, Adara was
married to Benayahu under a tent. She
is now the property of the goat herder
and for the rest of her life she will clean
his house, cook his meals, wash his
clothes and bear his children.
Adara wrinkled up her nose when
she came into her new home.
“Hmmmm,” she thought, “it smells like
goats now but I’ll soon change that.”
Actually she is rather pleased with her
new home. It is one of many grouped
around a central courtyard and like all of
the other families in her village her two
room house is made out of straw and
mud with a beaten clay floor. Outside
there is a set of stairs leading to the roof
where she and her family can escape the
heat of the day and on hot nights they
will sleep there. The rooms are sparsely
furnished with some straw mats on the
floor for sleeping and a small brazier for
heat. All of the cooking and washing of
clothes will be done outside in the
courtyard.
There is a small garden but it is not
big enough to supply all of the food
needed for Adara and Benayahu so
tomorrow she will go to the
marketplace, outside the walls of the
village, to buy food for the family. Later
she will go to the communal well for
water. This is probably the most
Continued on page 11
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American Cancer Society Relay for Life
ACS publishes a variety of early
detection guidelines to help the public
and health care professionals make
informed decisions about cancer
screenings.
ACS Support Services in
Rockingham County

The name for St. Thomas' Relay for
Life team, chosen by team members, is
St. Thomas Soles for Hope. We would
like to know who submitted this name.
Team members are in the process of
registering for the event which will take
place May18-19 at Lake Reidsville.
Donations collected by team members
are used to fund the work of the
American Cancer Society.
How does the American Cancer
Society help us?
ACS is a resource for specific cancer
topics and finding information about
specific types of cancer, its risk factors,
early detection, diagnosis, treatment
and more. ACS offers free brochures on
preventing, diagnosing, and treating
different kinds of cancer. To order free
brochures call 1-800-227-2345.
The most important way to reduce
cancer risk is to live a healthy lifestyle.
ACS provides tips for living a healthier
lifestyle: maintain a healthy weight, be
physically active on a regular basis and
eat mostly a plant-based diet that limits
saturated fats.
The best defense against cancer is
finding it early when it is easiest to treat.

Look Good Feel Better is a program to
assist cancer patients with hair and skin
issues that come as a result of cancer
treatments. Female cancer patients are
invited to a free beauty makeover taught
by volunteer cosmetologist, Beth
Hodges. Each cancer patient receives a
makeup kit worth $200. Classes are
offered the first Wednesday of each
month from 10:00am to noon. To
register call 951-4584 at Annie Penn
Hospital.
Reach to Recovery is a program for
breast cancer patients. Volunteers are
trained by ACS to help individuals
following surgery on a one to one basis.
Road to Recovery is a program for
cancer patients who require
transportation assistance for trips to
cancer treatments or doctor visits.
Volunteer drivers receive training from
ACS coordinators.
The Road to
Recovery Volunteer Coordinator is
Mary Jane Barrow 336-548-1974.
Women's Cancer Support Group meets
the fourth Thursday of every month
from January through October at First
Baptist Church, 409 S. Main St. For
information contact Alice Smith 336342-1931.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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In Loving Memory

Congratulations Geoffrey!

Please pray for the repose of the soul of

Donnie Layne Walker
d. February 25, 2012
Brother of Todd Walker
Please also keep Todd, John
and their family in your prayers
as they mourn their loss.
May light perpetual shine upon him.

2012 Flower Calendar
The 2012 Flower
Calendar is now
posted in the hall just
outside the music
director’s office.
Please sign up for your
preferred dates to place
flowers on the altar for Sunday services.

Soup Kitchen
“Thank You” - The Reidsville Soup
Kitchen, Inc. would like to take this
opportunity to express their sincere
appreciation for your recent expression
of goodwill.
($77.00)
Support such as yours ensures the
continuation of this much needed
community project.
Your continued support is very much
appreciated!
Stephanie
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Geoffrey Haigler will receive his
Eagle Scout Award at St. Thomas on
Sunday, March 25 at 3:00 p.m. in the
sanctuary.
A reception will
immediately follow in the Parish Hall.
All church members are invited to
attend.

Jenny’s Schedule
For those who might need Jenny
during the week, please note that her
schedule is being posted on the front of
the office door.
The office will continue to be open
Monday thru Thursday in the mornings.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Adara
Continued from page 8

pleasant time of day for her because she
will meet with her friends and neighbors
and for a short time enjoy each others
company. Then she must hurry home
because she will have to milk the goats
and make cheese before supper and oh
yes, mend Beneyahu’s robe.
Whew! I know this girl will be
exhausted by the time she gets to bed.
Bread will be served at every meal so
another of Adara’s daily chores will be
to grind barley between two rocks to
make flour. She will kneed the dough,
shape it into a round loaf and then bake it
on open coals. Tonight, she will prepare
a special meal for her new husband.
They will have locusts boiled in salt
water, beans, cheese and maybe some
beans and cucumbers.
Both Adara and Benayaju hope that
they will soon have children. He was
married before but his wife died in
childbirth and he desperately wants a
son. Either a girl or a boy would be
loved equally but sons stay a part of the
family whereas girls move away when
married. She would have a big family
with many sons she told Benayahu; after
all we don’t want the neighbors feeling
sorry for us because we don’t have any.
Suddenly she turned pale. What if I am
barren, she thought. I don’t have a
maid-servant to give him to take my
place. Will he divorce me?
Divorce was easy for a man but
impossible for a woman. A man could
simply write his wife a note saying he
divorces her and the marriage was
dissolved. This usually happened when
a wife was childless. The unfortunate
woman would no longer be a virgin,

which meant that she would never
marry again. She would have no way of
supporting herself so she would either
have to beg or hope that her family
would take pity on her and let her live
with them again.
In addition to the exhausting tasks
that Adara needed to perform every day
there were many restrictions on her such
as she could not touch her husband
during her menstrual cycle and never
touch the Torah because she was forever
considered unclean.
It’s time to get back into our time
machine again. Now that we’re back we
can be glad that times have changed. I
know women are glad. As for us guys,
how about those boiled locusts for
dinner? Yuck. Hey honey, how about
dinner out tonight?
Don Gwarek

On March 3 the Friends of the
Reidsville Public Library will
present "An evening with an
author, featuring Mary L.
Moore". The event will take place at
the Pennrose Park Country Club.
There will be a "Meet & Greet" at
6:00 PM and dinner will be at 6:30.
Tickets, available from any "Friend
of the Library" are $20.00.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Thoughts on Stewardship
Several weeks ago, a friend emailed
me a web link to a conversation with Bill
Moyers and Karen Armstrong that
highlighted Armstrong's thoughts on
compassion. This segment had
previously been aired on PBS.
Armstrong is a British author who has
written extensively on comparative
religion. Before her writing and
speaking career took off, she was a
Roman Catholic nun. Since leaving her
cloistered life, she has written 20 books
on faith and the major religions –
particularly the similarities that Islam,
Judaism, and Christianity share in
regards to their beliefs. Several years
ago I read The Spiral Staircase, her
autobiography describing her time in a
monastery and her quest to find God.
Armstrong states, “One basic
principle that is foremost in all religions
is that of compassion.” A common
thread that runs through the three
Abrahamic religions is The Golden
Rule: “Do not do to others what you
would not like them to do to you.”
Armstrong explains, “Compassion is
not the notion of good will or pity. It
doesn't mean feeling sorry for people. It
requires putting yourself in the position
of the other and finding out about the
other. It demands that we discover what
motivates that person and learn about
his or her grievances.” It is not about
one-up-man-ship, winning the
argument, or beating down your
opponent.
Too many wars have been fought in
the name of religion. Too much violence
and blood have been shed for certain
belief systems. Too much hatred has
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come as a result of our own opinions and
ideas. How do we put an end to this
cycle? Even if we do not agree, can we
still affirm the other person's choice?
We do have the option of living our lives
through either cruelty or compassion. I
think God is calling us into a new way of
thinking. The intentional choosing of
compassion is what I believe Jesus
meant by rebirth or conversion. The
good news of the Gospel is that we can
obtain this inner transformation.
A Native American story illustrates
this point. A Cherokee chieftain told his
grandson about the battle that goes on in
every human being. He said, “My son,
the battle is between two wolves. One is
called Evil. It is anger, envy, greed,
arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment,
inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority,
and ego. The other wolf is called Good.
It is joy, peace, love, hope, truth,
serenity, humility, kindness, empathy
generosity, compassion, and faith.” The
young boy thought for a bit, and then
asked, “Grandfather, which wolf wins
the battle?” The chieftain replied, “The
one you feed.”
Tom Balsley
You can watch the interview with
Bill Moyers and Karen Armstrong by
accessing this link:
http://www.pbs.org/moyers/journal/
03132009/watch.html

Pancake Supper
Thanks to everyone for helping with
and taking part in the pancake supper.
We fed approximately 170.
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“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

8:30 a.m.
February 5
5th Sunday after The Epiphany 11:00 a.m.

14
75

8:30 a.m.
February 12
6th Sunday after The Epiphany 11:00 a.m.

19
52

February 19
Last Sunday after Epiphany

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

15
65

February 22
Ash Wednesday

12:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

22
29

Decals of the Episcopal Shield
are available in the Pipkin Parlor and
in the church office. (Both adhesive
and static cling types are available.)
You can pick one up in the parlor and
drop $1.00 into the offering with a
note that it's for a decal or see Jenny
to purchase one during office hours.

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Dynamic Fitness
156 N. Scales St.

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive
Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
January 2012 Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 15,195.48
$ 15,195.48
Total Revenue
When you’re ready to
$ 15,651.18
Total Operations Expenses $ 15,651.18
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
- $ 455.70 - $ 455.70
Difference
listen.

Pledge Report

16
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Dr. Richard “Rick” Miles
349-3511, Ext. 102
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt
Diane Allen

349-3511
349-3511

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@att.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Dot Shelton 342-2433
irishbr@aol.com
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
Melodie Watt 394-4247
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 616-1029
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Parker Graham
Senior Warden
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Chris Hicks
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Elisabeth Pugh
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Jim McCloskey
Junior Warden
349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com

Alex Melchert
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Todd Walker
342-9632
ToddJon5@triad.rr.com

Laura Felts
349-4554
minnielaura@bellsouth.net

Starr McHugh
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com
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Melodie Watt
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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VESTRY
2012
Winter Jam
Photo courtesy of Jim McCloskey

We all hope to leave our legacy through
family, friends, and loved ones.
Ultimately, we hope to leave behind our
precious gained lifetime assets to those
who are most important to us. St.
Thomas' always encourages people to
take care of themselves and their families
first, but if there are other assets
remaining after satisfying those goals,
please think of leaving your perpetual
legacy at St. Thomas'.

When making your estate plans,
place St. Thomas’ among your
loved ones.

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church

A bequest provision in your will is among
the simplest yet most effective ways to
make a long-lasting impact at St.
Thomas'. By naming our endowment, the
Nancy Watt Outreach Fund, the Martha
Eula scholarship fund or the building
fund as beneficiary of a percentage or a
specific dollar amount from your estate,
your are investing in the future of St.
Thomas' for generations to come.
For more information about bequest
provisions or any planned giving
instruments, visit our website.

Tomorrow Starts Here

www.StThomasReidsville.org/stewardship

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Recording available
the next day or any time
on our YouTube Channel:
youtube.com/user/StThomasReidsville

Or Watch us Later!

Sundays at 11:00 AM
Family Service
Streamed Live each week
on our Ustream channel:
ustream.tv/channel/JohnSTR

Watch us Live!

March 2012

Return Service Requested

315 Lindsey Street
Reidsville, NC 27320
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