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An Anxious Future?
Isaiah 42:1-9

“The future ain’t what it used to
be.” - Arthur C. Clark, author of
2,001-A Space Odyssey.

Sunday
January 1
10:00 AM
Combined
Service
Sunday
January 8
“Thinking
Forward”
New
Adult Christian
Formation
Classes Begin
9:45 AM

Humorist, Robert Benchely,
once divided the world into two
groups: those who divide the
world into two groups, and those
who do not. When
contemplating the future, though,
the world can be divided into two
groups: those who welcome the
future with anticipation and hope, and
those who look into the future with eyes
fixed only on the ever-receding securities of yesterday.

Jan. 20 & 21
196th Annual
Diocesan
Convention
(Winston-Salem)

“All Are Welcome”
www.StThomasReidsville.org

Continued on page 3

Christmas Eve 2011
Photos courtesy of Elisabeth Pugh
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An Anxious Future?

Episcopal Day School

Continued from page 1

Christianity has both groups: the
sectarians who see only an apocalyptic
future of total destruction and futility,
and the progressive people of faith who
view the future as an opportunity to
participate with God in building Christ’s
present and coming kingdom. The
vision of the prophet Isaiah is in the
latter camp.
The two-thousand-teens ahead of us,
like any other decade, will provide
plenty of fodder for those cynical about
the future. Wars will be fought. The
environment’s integrity will continue to
be attacked. Economic insecurities will
still challenge us. It’s a future imperfect.
We are all being pushed into such a
future like infants from the womb.
As people of faith, however, we can
see beyond these bleak predictions.
Faith is a futuristic word. By faith we are
aware that we make the future in the
present, first by shaking off the doom
and gloom mentality of the fearful, and
then by embracing the ideology of
Isaiah; “Behold, the former things have
come to pass, and new things I now
declare; before they spring forth I tell
you of them.” V. 9
Many of us are anxious about the
future. But by faith we can all, instead,
be anxious to meet the future.
Happy New Year!
Fr. Rick

We hope everyone had a great
Christmas and is looking forward to
2012! December was a short month for
our students with time off for the
Christmas and New Year Holidays.
But, we’ll be back in gear in January
continuing our alphabet, numbers,
shapes and colors.
We will begin registration for fall
2012 beginning towards the end of
January. We will have a few spots
available in the 3/4 class and have
already had some interest in the 2 year
old class. We’d like to fill all our spots,
so please spread the word that
registration begins soon. Registration
packets will be available in the church
office and from the teachers in late
January.
Happy New Year to all the members
and friends of St. Thomas!

Soup Kitchen
“Thank You” - The Reidsville Soup
Kitchen, Inc. would like to take this
opportunity to express their sincere
appreciation for your recent expression
of goodwill.
($216.25)
Support such as yours ensures the
continuation of this much needed
community project.
Thanks so much!
Stephanie

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Vestry Highlights
Meeting Date: December 12, 2011
All vestry members were present for
the meeting.
The rector convened the meeting at
7:00 p.m. and read the devotions.
The Minutes were presented for
approval. A motion was made by B.
Horsley, seconded by S. McHugh to
adopt the amended minutes. The motion
carried.
T re a s u r e r ’ s R e p o r t : P u g h
presented a detailed overview of the ST
budget. He noted that general
contributions were well below the
projected annual budget, but was
hopeful that increased giving levels in
December would improve the present
financial picture. The proposed 2012
budget will be reviewed and finalized
after the 1st of the year.
Rector's Report: Rick reminded
Vestry of Bishop Marble’s visit. He
noted he was having difficulty in
locating a new Treasurer. M. Watt
volunteered to serve. E. Pugh made a
motion, seconded by C. Hicks to
appoint Watt. The motion
carried.
Rick noted the dates for the vestry
retreat would be Jan 27-28. He
requested members provide him with
suggestions for suitable locations and
reported that Trawin Malone would be
facilitating and participating in the
retreat.
Printing costs of the new service
bulletin was reported to the Rector. It
was suggested the format be reduced in
scale. The topic would be brought
before the next meeting of the Worship
Committee.
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Senior Warden’s Report: Ham
thanked Fr. Rick for hosting the
Christmas party. He raised the painting
of the ST front doors. B. Horsley made a
motion, seconded by P. Graham that the
ST doors be painted Gum Ball Red. The
motion carried with one
abstention. Funds for the project were
allocated from the Repair and
Maintenance account at a cost of
$150.00.
Junior Warden’s Report: P.
Graham advised the leak in the Music
Director’s office had been repaired. She
further observed that Duke Energy had
removed the dead tree and the wood
given away.
Ministry Area Reports:
Stewardship: B. Horsley noted that
incoming pledges received totaled,
$143,932. 60.
Adult Ed Formation: Horsley noted
the tentative spring semester schedule
had changed and welcomed Bob Cook’s
request to teach.
Marketing: M. Watt noted the results
of the committee would be fully
presented after the first of the year.
New Business: B. Horsley noted the
need for ST to have a designated
archivist.
Announcements: A. Melchert
noted the “Peace” as passed at the 11:00
a.m. service was unduly long. It was
also observed that the new service
bulletins were found to be awkward.
ST would be manning the Soup
Kitchen on Christmas Day.
With no further business the meeting
was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth Treadwell, clerk

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Stephen Ministry? What the heck is it?

Father Rick has mentioned the
Stephen Ministry several times during
our worship service, and you’ve
probably seen a few things about it in the
bulletin and monthly tidings. During
the announcements at the eleven
o’clock service, you might even have
heard me jump up and say something
like "the Stephen Ministry is alive and
well and we are here for whoever would
like to talk to us, or the Stephen Ministry
is having a meeting tomorrow and
everyone is welcome.” To some folks,
it may sound like the Stephen Ministry
are some church members honoring
Saint Stephen, the first Christian martyr.
To others we might be church reporters
gathering news for our monthly Tidings
newsletter.
Wrong!
Let’s pretend that a member of our
church is curious about the Stephen
Ministry and is asking me some
questions.
Here’s the way the
conversation might go.
“Hey, Don. What is this Stephens
Ministry you keep talking about.”
“Well,” I reply, “the Stephen
Ministry is made up of trained, caring
people who provide support to those in
need. Here at Saint Thomas, there are
five lay persons who have chosen this
ministry and have had at least fifty hours
of special training in caring ministry and
concepts to help people who are
experiencing difficult times.”

“What kind of difficult times?” My
friend asked.
“Well sometimes people experience
loss, grief, or threatening changes in
their life. They might have a long term
debilitating illness or have just lost a
loved one. They may be lonely and
have a bad case of the blues. It may be
that they have lost their job or are
unhappy with a recent retirement and
need to talk.”
“So how can you help? Are Stephen
Ministers
psychologists or
something?” he asked.
“Gosh no.” I replied. “We’re not
clergy, professional counselors,
psychologists or social workers. What
we are is just caring persons whose
ministry is to help people by being an
empathetic listener.”
“A listener? What good does that
do?”
“It does a lot of good. You see,
sometimes people try to hide their hurt.
They may not want others to know
about their problems or they might think
it unmanly or not lady like to have those
kinds of feelings so they keep them to
themselves. Unfortunately, keeping
those kinds of feelings bottled up can
have some serious consequences. By
bottling up your hurt a person might
become more and more despondent and
be angry with long time friends or loved
ones. It could even affect their health.
Did you know that hiding your feelings
could contribute to ulcers and high
blood pressure? It could even make it
more difficult to recover from an illness
or injuries. Have you ever had a
problem that you bottled up?”
Continued on page 6
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Stephen Ministry? What the heck is it?
Continued from page 5

“Yeah. I was mad about my job one
time and didn’t want to talk about it. My
stomach started acting up and I was
popping Rolaids by the handfuls. My
wife said I was really grouchy but then I
told her about it and I felt better.”
“Good for you. But you know,
sometimes a caring spouse is not always
available or maybe you just don’t want
to worry them and would like a third
party to talk to … someone who cares
and most important someone you can
trust.”
“Wow!” My friend said. “That
sounds like Father Rick. If I have
troubles shouldn’t I see him?”
“Of course I replied. And chances
are he might even suggest that you meet
with a Stephen Minister.”
“Oh yeah. Why would he do that?”
“Well you know a Priest is a pretty
busy guy and they always can find the
time to help someone in need. But ….
He also has a Parish to run, meetings to
attend, visits to make and sermons to
write. You may not be able to get rid of
your problem in one sitting or you may
be too sick to even come to the office.
That’s where a Stephen Minister can
help. When you agree to meet with a
Stephen Minister, he or she will come to
your house or an agreed on location for
at least an hour each week until you feel
that you no longer need their help.”
“Yeah,” my friend said sarcastically,
“and I’ll bet as soon as I tell you any of
my problems you’ll go blabbing it to
everyone at church or your golfing
buddies.”
“That’ll never happen, my friend.” I
replied. “One of the most important
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things about the Stephen Ministry is
confidentiality. It’s kind of like that
Vegas commercial you see on TV where
they say that “anything that happens in
Vegas, stays in Vegas,” well that applies
especially to a Stephen Minister.
Anything that a person might say to a
Stephen Minister in confidence is never
repeated to anyone.”
“You know,” my friend said, “the
Stephen Ministry seems like a nice thing
to have in a congregation. Does any
other church have Stephen Ministers or
is this just something we have here at
Saint Thomas?”
“As a matter of fact, there are many
churches,” I said. “To date, there have
been 50,000 people from 150 different
denominations trained as Stephen
Ministers. Just the other day, the
11,000th congregation signed up for
Stephen Minister training and today you
can find a Stephen Minister in all 50
states, 10 Canadian provinces, and 23
other countries.”
And so now you know what the
Stephen Ministry is and what we do. If
anytime you feel that you would like to
talk to a Stephen Minister or find out
more about the Ministry, call me, Don
Gwarek at 349-5074.
Whenever you are ready to talk, we
are ready to listen.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Altar Guild

ECW General Meeting

If you need to change your month for
Altar Guild assignments, please let
Patricia Bobbitt or Suzanne Howard
know immediately so that they can
update the schedules for the 2012 ECW
book.

Holy Folders
We are very much in need of some
new volunteers for the Holy Folders. We
usually meet mid-morning during one
of the last days of each month for about
an hour to prepare the newsletters for
mailing. If you would be willing to help
with this ministry, please let John
Bullock or the office know. In the
meantime, many thanks to the Stitches
of Love for doing this work the last few
months.

Fill the Tub
Please help us
reach out to others
in our community
by donating nonperishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for
January are:

carrots - sweet peas - tomatoes
pork & beans
coffee, sugar
soap
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!

The ECW General Meeting will be
on Sunday January 22 following the
11:00 service. The Executive Board
Meeting will be held on Thursday
January 19 at noon at Turk’s.

Morning Chapter
Morning Chapter – We will be
meeting at 10:30 am on Tuesday,
January 10 in the Vestry Room. Come
and bring any ideas you might have for
this year’s programs and discussions.

Stitches of Love
Stitches is again planning on a quilt
for the ECW Bazaar raffle next fall. At
this time we are considering another
“scrap” quilt a lot like the one raffled
last year, but a different pattern. If you
have any scraps of 100% cotton fabric
that could be used in the quilt, you can
leave them in the office or give them to
Elisabeth Pugh or Susan Dalton. The
scraps do not have to be large – each
square will be 3 ½ inches.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Thoughts on Stewardship
This fall semester I have been taking
a course at the Servant Leadership
School in Greensboro on Cynthia
Bourgeault's book The Wisdom Jesus.
Bourgeault, an Episcopal Priest,
Christian contemplative and author,
bases much of her text on the gnostic or
non-canonical Gospel of Thomas. The
Gospel of Thomas was not included in
the New Testament as it was only
discovered in 1944 in a cave near the
upper Nile in Egypt.

know what we believe as we recite the
Nicene or Apostle's creed but often do
not really know what Jesus taught. The
Gospel of Thomas emphasizes that
Jesus came first and foremost as a
teacher of the inner path of
transformation. This idea does not do
away with the Jesus we are more
familiar with but it does add renewed
importance on paying attention to Jesus'
teachings and learning how to envelope
them into our whole being.

It was most interesting to me, after
this 12 week study, that Bishop Curry
preached about Thomas in his recent
visit here. In addition, I found out that
both he and Bishop Marble have been
reading Bourgeault's book.

Secondly, the Christian community
is often so split over dogma, social
issues, and who to include and who to
exclude that we often do not heed God's
call to love our neighbor and help the
marginalized peoples of the world.
How do we respond to all of this?
Bourgeault stresses that “It is not about
right belief; it is more about right
practice.” And too, Bishop Curry says,
“Worship is the easy part. Doing God's
work in the world is what is most
difficult.”

This work is too intense and complex
to talk about in detail but there are some
insights I wish to share. One is that
Thomas is the only apostle who went
outside of the Roman Empire. He took
the Jesus teachings to the eastern part of
the known world – to (then) Persia and
India and the word spread even to parts
of Asia. Remember Bishop Curry
telling us about meeting the Bishop
from India whose church was founded
by Thomas? Thomas' take on Jesus was
somewhat different than that of Paul,
who took Jesus' message to the Western
part of the world. Paul, because of his
conversion experience, gave us more of
a slant on the “rescue Jesus” or as some
put it, the “salvation Jesus.” Thomas,
on the other hand, was more interested
in the “enlightened Jesus” or the
“wisdom of Jesus.” In other words, we
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Thirdly, Jesus repeatedly uses the
words “The Kingdom of Heaven.” He
says, “The Kingdom of Heaven is like
this,” or “The Kingdom of Heaven is
like that.” But in Thomas' gospel, Jesus
says, “You have the Kingdom of
Heaven within you.” To paraphrase the
author, you don't die into it, you awaken
into it. This is not a place you go to, but
a place you come from. And too, in this
kingdom, there is no separation between
God and us. I am in God, God is in you,
you are in God, and we are in each other.
Tom Balsley

www.StThomasReidsville.org

“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

December 4
2nd Sunday of Advent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

18
75

December 11
3rd Sunday of Advent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

20
73

December 18
10:00 a.m.
95
4th Sunday of Advent
(Combined service - Bishop Marble’s Visit)
December 24
Christmas Eve

11:00 p.m.

128

December 25
Christmas Day

10:00 a.m.

17

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Dynamic Fitness
156 N. Scales St.

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive
Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
November 2011 Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 12,293.71 $ 130,531.30
Total Revenue
When you’re ready to
Total Operations Expenses $ 11,406.22 $ 143,345.74
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
$ 887.49 - $ 12,814.44
Difference
listen.

Pledge Report

16
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Dr. Richard “Rick” Miles
349-3511, Ext. 102
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt
Diane Allen

349-3511
349-3511

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jim_mccloskey@me.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Dot Shelton 342-2433
irishbr@aol.com
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
John Pugh 656-4664
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 616-1029
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Tom Ham
Senior Warden
932-2212
tjhamiii@att.net

Bill Horsley
Outreach & Community Involvement
342-2869
susyandbill@bellsouth.net

Elisabeth Pugh
Fellowship & Parish Life
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Parker Graham
Junior Warden / Nuts & Bolts
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Alex Melchert
Worship & Parish Life
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Elizabeth Treadwell
Clerk
Worship & Parish Life
336-623-1057
bookar@earthlink.net

Chris Hicks
Outreach
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Starr McHugh
Worship & Parish Life
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com

Melodie Watt
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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VESTRY
Advent
& Christmas 2011
Photo courtesy of Dale Fulton

Q: How many Stitchers does it take to change a bow?
A: 6 if you count the photographer!
Photo courtesy of Steve & Dottie Worth

Morning Chapter at Steve & Dottie Worth’s home

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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