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Panic or Blessing: Psalm 46:10
November? Already!?! It’s
definitely time to panic! Just look at
what for which there is to prepare.
First, there’s All Saints Day and
All Saints Sunday. Let’s see:
special hymns, special readings,
themed sermons. Oh, and isn’t
the UTO offering supposed to
get collected before that? Then
there’s the Bishop’s visit for the
Celebration of New Ministry. And
Thanksgiving Day too? Wait!
Advent starts this month on top of all
that! Family is already calling about when
they’ll be dropping in! Yes, this could be a good time to
panic.
On the other hand, this could also be just the right time
to start receiving blessings. After all, all these special
events, and the change in the seasons promise good times
of celebration and joy just ahead for us. Sure, there’s all
the preparation to do so as to arrive at these important
moments ready to enjoy them. Yet, the point is that we
enjoy them! That joy can get lost if we are panicked over
just getting there.
Psalm 46 can help us here. It opens and moves amidst
tumult and furry. Nations rage and the earth shakes. Yet
the call is to become still and remember that this is God’s
world, and that we are not to panic. Verse 10 is my
Continued on page 3

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Christian Education
Photos courtesy of Jim McCloskey

Watching YouTube video on iPad, 10-23-11

How many kids can you name?
2

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Panic or Blessing: Psalm 46:10
Continued from page 1

favorite, “Be still, and know that I am
God!” In other words, calm down and
remember that God is with us in every
moment and event of life. God is “Our
refuge and strength, a very present help
in trouble (or panic!).”
November is really a time for
blessing. Given that Thanksgiving is the
big theme of the month, let this point us
to how we can “Become still, and know
God.” Do you remember the words of
that old Gospel tune, Count Your
Blessings?

“If upon life’s billows you are
tempest tossed…thinking all is
lost….count your blessings, name them
one by one…and it will surprise you
what the Lord has done.”
Start today, before panic sets in, and
count your blessings. This is the best
preparation for this month. If you will
find time each day to count at least one
blessing, (some are worth counting
several times), you will gain a stillness
within that will stifle the panic, and let
you traverse this November ahead in
Joy.
Fr. Rick

The Wardens, Vestry and Parishioners of
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Cordially invite you to attend
The Celebration of a New Ministry
and Institution of
The Reverend Doctor Richard A. K. Miles
as the 20th Rector of
St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Reidsville
on Wednesday, November 16, 2011
seven o'clock in the evening

Mark Your Calendar!
Wednesday
November 16
7:00 pm

The Right Reverend Michael Curry
Bishop of North Carolina, presiding
Your prayers and presence are requested.
Reception following
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Vestry Highlights
Meeting Date: October 10, 2011
Members Present: A. Melchert, M.
Watt, B. Horsley, T. Ham, E. Pugh, S.
Mchugh, C. Hicks, E. Treadwell
Absent: P. Graham
The meeting was convened at 7:00
p.m. by Fr. Rick Miles who read the
devotions and recalled the life of Vita
Dutton Scudder.
The September minutes were
presented for approval. Melchert made
a motion, seconded by Pugh. The
motion carried.
In the J. Pugh, Treasurer’s absence
the Report was delivered by M. Watt. As
noted by Watt, YTD contributions were
down by $4,000.00, however, the
Stewardship/Pledge drive was still
underway. Watt noted that overall there
was little change in the fiscal picture,
however, she did call attention to the
rising Rectory utilities cost. Horsley
made a motion, seconded by Treadwell
the report be accepted. The motion
carried.
Day School Report: Cindy Teague
advised that the school was operating in
the red by $6,000.00. She advised there
were two openings in the two year old
group. As a result of the deficit
operations the school would not be
required to pay rent.
Rector’s Report:
Fr. Rick reported on the Worship
Committee meeting which had

proposed a service of Morning Prayer
for the ST Annual Meeting on
November 13th. It was also proposed
there be only one service called. He
went on to note the November 16th
service of New Ministry which would
include both Bishops Curry and Marble.
The service would be followed by a
reception.
He also noted the December 18th
service of the ST annual Bishop’s visit,
wherein Bishop Marble would be the
celebrant. A luncheon would follow the
service. Again, one service would be
called for the day.
Fr. Rick went on to detail the
schedule of services through Epiphany,
January 8, 2012.
Senior Warden Report: T. Ham
provided the copies of the email
messages/votes as they pertained to the
electronic forum for the vote on the
Rectory maintenance issues, i.e. the
new air conditioning, the new deck and
the forthcoming replacement windows.
Parish Alcohol and Parish Hall
Use Policy Review/Proposals: B.
Horsley led the discussion and
presented drafts of two legal documents
with guidelines for both the ST Alcohol
policy and the Parish Hall use. He also
supplied the vestry with supporting
documents from other Episcopal
churches-both within the diocese and
without. Horsley indicated extensive
research and verbal communication
with various churches and with Trawin
Malone of our Diocese as it related to an
alcohol use policy [of which there is
Continued on page 7
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Community Thanksgiving Dinner

The annual community
Thanksgiving Dinner for the homebound, lonely and needy of Reidsville is
rapidly approaching. Volunteers are
needed to make desserts, deliver meals,
carve turkeys, serve meals, clean up, or
make financial contributions to assist
with the purchase of food and supplies.
If you would like to volunteer please
contact the church office at 349-3511 or
by e-mail at office@
stthomasreidsville.org

Fill the Tub
Please help us
reach out to others
in our community
by donating nonperishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for
November are:

carrots - sweet peas - tomatoes
pork & beans
coffee, sugar
soap
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!

Thanksgiving Turkeys
St. Thomas is once again having the
community Thanksgiving dinner. Last
year, we served nearly 500 meals to
about 350 people. We expect to serve at
least that many again this year.
We will have 35 to 40 turkeys that
must be cooked for this dinner. These
turkeys will be delivered to St. Thomas
and we are asking everyone to cook at
least one turkey (remember to remove
the package of giblets – I’ve made that
mistake and it does make a difference).
If you are able, it is very helpful to carve
the turkey before bringing it to the
church. Volunteers are needed, by the
w a y , f o r We d n e s d a y b e f o r e
Thanksgiving to carve turkeys at the
church.
Cooking a turkey is not a huge
inconvenience.
Please don’t just
assume that someone else will do it. We
need YOU to cook at least one turkey
this year.
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Bill Horsley
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All Saints’ Sunday (November 6th)
Prayers Requested
In Memory Of:

I request prayer in Memory of:________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Requested by:_______________________________________________
Phone Number: ___________________________________________
Deadline: Wednesday November 2

Vestry Nominations
Nominations for the vestry are now being received. Nominations may be given
to Bill Horsley, Tom Ham, or Elizabeth Treadwell or by completing the
information below and placing it in the offering plate. There are three vacancies that
need to be filled, each for a three year term.
There are three main qualifications for serving on the vestry. They are part of the
definition of being a member in good standing.
1. The person should attend church on a regular basis.
2. They contribute financially to the glory of God and to the working of the
church.
3. They take an active part by involvement in at least one ministry of the church.
Please be sure to talk to the person you might nominate before you give their
name to the committee.
Name of Nominee: _________________________________________
My Name Is: _______________________________________________
___ I have contacted this person and they are willing to serve as a nominee.
6
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Vestry Highlights (continued)

Continued from page 4

none] had been conducted.
On each separate topic serious
discussion ensued. It was agreed that
further discussion and deliberation was
required for each consideration and to
support finalized versions of the
necessary documentation. A
preliminary motion to vote on the
Alcohol Use Policy was made by C.
Hicks, seconded by E. Pugh. The
motion carried with the provision that
further details would be identified and
discussed.
Ham called for Vestry nominations
to be presented to Fr. Rick in time for the
ST annual meeting, November 13,
2011.
He further reminded members that
Annual Reports were due by November
2nd.
Junior Warden’s Report: T. Ham
presented the report in P. Graham’s
absence. Ham reported on the mulch
spread at both the Day School and the
Rectory. He noted the deck had come in
under the $2,000.00 limit.
The replacement windows would be
in place by the end of October.
The light in the Narthex would be
changed to a CFL.

Outreach: Horsley reported there
were no funds specifically dedicated to
outreach. The funding of the
Community Thanksgiving Dinner
would have to be funded through the
earned income balance. He did indicate
Equity would again donate Turkeys.
Horsley indicated that Adult Ed this
season was enjoying an excellent
attendance.
Following discussion with members
of the Stewardship Committee and Fr.
Rick it was agreed that the Stewardship
Committee be reformed as an annual,
Standing Committee. Horsley made a
motion, seconded by Hicks to create an
annual committee. The motion carried.
Marketing Report: M. Watt
indicated a final report was being
prepared and would be presented to both
the Marketing Committee and the
vestry.
Announcements:
E. Pugh called for Soup Kitchen
volunteers for Christmas Day.

There being no further business a
motion was called for the meeting to
Ministry Area Reports:
adjourn. B. Horsley made a motion,
Fellowship and Parish Life: A Pig seconded by C. Hicks. The motion
Picking is planned for the parish on carried and the meeting was adjourned
November 19th. The event is in the early at 9:10 p.m.
planning stages, more details to follow.
[Update: The Pig Picking has been
Respectfully submitted,
tabled for now due to a scheduling
Elizabeth Treadwell, clerk
conflict.]
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Adult Christian Formation

Lessons
& Legacies
Nov. 6

“Episcopalianism 101
- Walk like an
Episcopalian”
TBA

About the things Episcopalians do in church making the sign of the cross, bowing, kneeling,
genuflecting and other signature “Episcopalian
moves.” A primer on when it is appropriate to do
those things, what is behind those gestures in
theology and tradition, and how different
Episcopalians react to them. Location:Parish Hall

Nov. 27 Nov. 20

Nov. 13 “Annual Parish Meeting” No class.
“Episcopal Liturgy:
The tie that binds”

How Anglican/Episcopal liturgy defines,
inspires, and makes us one people.

Fr. Rick Miles
Rector

“Advent: Prepare Ye
the way of the Lord”

Traveling the path this season, without this
season trampling you.

Fr. Rick Miles
Rector

Dec. 4

“History of the Book
of Common Prayer”

Dec. 18 Dec. 11

The Rev. Dr. John N. Wall
Professor of English, NC State

The Rev. Dr. John N. Wall, Professor of English at
NC State University and an expert on Elizabethan
era prayer books, will teach the course on the
History of the Book of Common Prayer.

“Christmas Carols and Our own organist and choir director examines the
theology of some of our favorite Christmas
the Theology of
carols. Join Ed to listen to the carols and hear
Incarnation”
their stories.
Location: Choir Room
Ed Spencer, Organist
“Christmas Carols and Our own organist and choir director examines the
theology of some of our favorite Christmas
the Theology of
carols. Join Ed to listen to the carols and hear
Incarnation”
their stories.
Location: Choir Room
Ed Spencer, Organist
8
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Help! - Photos Needed

Care Packages

We are looking for old photographs
of St. Thomas and early St. Thomas
families. If anyone has any photos of
any of the following, please let Bill
Horsley know: the original church
building on Southeast Market Street, the
first frame church building on Lindsey
Street, early photos of the current
church building, people such as Robert
Hairston/family, A. J. Ellington/family,
Horace Whitsett/family, any of the early
Galloways, Dr. A. M. Whitsett, William
Giles, J. W. Bethel, any of the early
Watts.

We are collecting goodies for college
student care packages. If you would
like to contribute there is a box in the
narthex for individually wrapped
crackers, cookies, candy, nuts, cocoa,
instant coffee or tea bags. The packages
will be mailed the week after
Thanksgiving.

Planning Ahead...

Stewardship

What is the filing deadline for filing
1040 returns for tax year 2011?
The filing deadline for all tax forms
and payments is April 15th. However,
when April 15th falls on the weekend as
it appears for next year 2012 the filing
deadline moves to the next business day.
Emancipation Day, April 16 is a legal
holiday recognized in the District of
Columbia.
For 2012, April 16th is Monday
which is the observed holiday.
Therefore, the filing deadline for tax
year 2011 will be Tuesday, April 17,
2012.
Thanks to Richard Piazza

?

What
if...
Thanks to everyone who has sent in a
pledge card.
If you haven't filled out and sent in
your pledge card, please give it your
prayerful attention.
We would like to have our canvass
ended by the annual meeting on Nov. 13.
Bill Horsley

16

www.StThomasReidsville.org

9

NetsForLife - Campaign Update
I bid a good Friday to Episcopal
Relief & Development's friends,

understand that our reports are based
on ERD's receipts.

The nets campaign steering
committee has September's numbers,
and I want to share them as well as some
campaign reminders through this email. We've expected our greatest
numbers to come in the final months of
the year, and we have a good foundation
for our final push.

! The 40,000 goal was established at

! We stand at 42% of our goal, having
purchased 16,716 life-saving nets.
Think of that in terms of over 50,000
brothers and sisters whose lives will
be saved because our diocese cares
about them.

! We have reports of nets purchases
from 52% of our congregations, with
more that are participating but have
not yet sent checks to ERD.

the diocesan level based on the
number of communicants in good
standing reported in 2009 parochial
reports, and goals were given to
congregations accordingly.

! We will soon publicize the portion of
our monthly report showing the
progress of participating parishes in
the campaign with updates to follow
as we receive ERD's monthly
reports.

! All Saints' Day is just weeks away,
so now is a good time to suggest to
your congregations that they
memorialize deceased loved ones by
purchasing nets through
NetsforLife.

an online survey that will help us
understand better where the
campaign stands and will tell us how
we can help congregations that are
just starting their campaigns or ones
that may expect to fall short of their
goal. Please encourage your NRs to
complete the surveys promptly.

Our nets campaign was taken on in
part to renew and raise awareness of the
Millennium Development Goals, and
we're meeting that objective. Thank
you for leading your congregations to
fulfilling your campaign goals, which
will help realize the MDGs.
Peace and blessings,
Reid Joyner

! Nets purchases are not reported until

Episcopal Relief & Development Coordinator
Diocese of North Carolina
erd-nc@hotmail.com; 704/554-6359

! Nets Representatives have been sent

we hear from ERD each month that
they have received and recorded
donations. We encourage you to
share campaign stories and numbers
with the steering committee, but

10
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NetsForLife

ECW Annual Meeting

The 129th Episcopal Church
Women's Annual Meeting will be
November 11 & 12 in Durham. If
anyone is interested in attending the
meeting, please contact Anne
Montaigne.

ECW Meetings
ECW board meeting: Turks 11:30
Thursday, November 17th
ECW general meeting: Sunday
November 20th following the 11:00
Service

Annual Parish
Meeting
Sunday
November 13
Combined 10:00
Service

Morning Chapter
Morning Chapter – please join us
for another “Good Girl, Bad Girl” story
on Tuesday, November 8 at 10:30 am in
the Vestry Room.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Thoughts on Stewardship
During St. Thomas' Stewardship
season we have been treated to
wonderful stories about what our parish
is doing in individual lives and the lives
of people in our community and the
world. We have come away with a
sense of gratitude for having been a part
of our church's mission.
All of us have a story about giving.
It may be that we gave money to a
certain person to pay a bill, or to help
someone with school expenses, or to
assist a non-profit that needed funds to
serve others. Some have given an
extraordinary amounts of time – maybe
to an organization that feeds people, or
supplies housing to people, or have
served on the board of a charitable
organization that is in the business of
making life better for others. Hopefully,
we can always remember how fulfilled
we felt as we contributed our time and
money to better someone else's
situation.
Stories teach certain truths or help us
to see life in a different way. One

notable example is O. Henry's short
story, “The Gift of the Magi.” I am sure
most are familiar with the story of the
newly weds, poor as church mice, and
their first Christmas together. The
husband, James, sells his grandfather's
gold watch to buy his wife, Della, silver
combs for her beautiful auburn hair.
Della cuts and sells her hair to buy
James a gold watch chain.
On
Christmas eve they stare at their totally
useless gifts – a bald woman and a
watchless man. Useless gifts – that is –
unless it is realized that love itself is the
greatest gift.
This unrestrained generosity, this
single act of extravagant giving mirrors
what God is like and what love is like.
This illustration is in sharp contrast to
the rich young man in Mark's gospel
who is bound by his material
possessions.
Hopefully we can
remember that we are stewards of God's
riches, not hoarders of our own.
Tom Balsley

Cursillo: Fourth Day Seminar & Grand Ultreya
Celebrating 35 years NC Episcopal
Cursillo
Fourth Day Seminar: 10-12
Lunch: 12 - 1
Grand Ultreya: 1-3
Meet new Cursillistas, Greet old
friends, Photos & Memories, Great
Music, Covered Dish, Eucharist,
Celebration!
Saturday November 12 at All
Saints’ Episcopal Church, Greensboro

12
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“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

October 2
16th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

23
58

October 9
17th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

18
54

October 16
18th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

12
64

October 23
19th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

14
56

Time Change

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Dynamic Fitness
156 N. Scales St.

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive
Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

Remember to
“Fall Back”
one hour on
Saturday night November 5

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
September 2011 Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 8,619.00 $ 104,569.52
Total Revenue
When you’re ready to
Total Operations Expenses $ 15,669.69 $ 114,317.86
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
- $ 7,050.69 - $ 9,748.34
Difference
listen.

Pledge Report

16
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Richard “Rick” Miles
349-3511, Ext. 102
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt
Diane Allen

349-3511
349-3511

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Freda Watt 342-2305
rlwattiii@gmail.com
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
John Pugh 656-4664
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 616-1029
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Tom Ham
Senior Warden
932-2212
tjhamiii@att.net

Bill Horsley
Outreach & Community Involvement
342-2869
susyandbill@bellsouth.net

Elisabeth Pugh
Fellowship & Parish Life
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Parker Graham
Junior Warden / Nuts & Bolts
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Alex Melchert
Worship & Parish Life
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Elizabeth Treadwell
Clerk
Worship & Parish Life
336-623-1057
bookar@earthlink.net

Chris Hicks
Outreach
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Starr McHugh
Worship & Parish Life
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com

Melodie Watt
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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VESTRY
Blessing
of the Animals
Watch the complete video on our Facebook page or our YouTube channel!
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Mark Your Calendar!

Wednesday November 16
7:00 pm
The Rt. Rev. Michael B. Curry,
Bishop of the Diocese of NC
Presiding

Celebration of New Ministry

November 2011
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