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An Encouraging Word - Stewardship!
The story is told of a special-order
offering plate that you can buy:
For sale: Hallelujah
Offering Plates
If you put in $20, it plays the
“Hallelujah Chorus.”
If you put in $5, it rings a bell.
If you don’t put in anything, it
takes your picture!
It’s funny, and we can just
picture it going off in our mind’s eyes
during a worship service. Unfortunately,
though, it reveals the sort of carrot/ stick mentality that
many have when we approach the whole notion of
stewardship. For way too many, stewardship is seen as
fund-raising, well-intentioned manipulation, dues
paying, or charity. For some it is just another itemized
deduction on Schedule A of Form 1040. For others, it has
become legalism.
But true stewardship is none of these. True
stewardship is a positive response to the grace and the
prompting of God. It is giving our lives and our physical
resources in response to a growing awareness of God in
our lives. It is fundamentally an act of discipleship; a bold
and clear declaration in response to God’s call and claim
upon our lives.
I believe that all we are, all we have, and all we do
begins with God. We are called to be “servants of Christ
Continued on page 3
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ShrimpFest & Rectory Deck Construction
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham
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An Encouraging Word - Stewardship!
Continued from page 1

and stewards of God’s mysteries.” That
brief passage from I Corinthians 4:1
probably tells more about me, my
perspective on stewardship, and my
teaching than anything else I can say. I
begin with God and the Scriptures. My
relationship with God is primary in my
life as a steward. My thoughts, attitudes,
actions, and relationships reflect my
spiritual condition; sometimes faithful,
sometimes not. That idea often comes as
a surprise to those who consider
stewardship synonymous with fundraising!
We are called to be willing to change
and grow, and move toward God’s final
victory in our personal lives, and in the
life of the world around us. Our process
for accomplishing this goal is found in
honestly examining our relationship
with God each day and discovering how
the Scriptures intersect with our
personal experience.
Stewardship is a relationship issue;
with giving and money as symbols of
the quality of that relationship. The way
I feel about giving, and the purposes for
which I use money reflect my spiritual
condition, my relationship with God.
Do I persist in trying to control money?
Do I think I need more and more? Do I
live in fear; protecting what I have or
thinking I’ll not have enough?
When I fall into any of these traps, I
am not putting God first in my life, not
being grateful for God’s gifts, not
trusting that God will provide for all my
needs. Those attitudes do not make
room for generosity! And generosity is
key to a truly fulfilled life.
Giving to live is, in fact, the only way

to live fully. When each of us shares
what has been given to us, we gain a new
life. If each of us hangs on to what we
have, it will never seem enough. Even
the richest people in the world think
they have to have more if they do not
have the habit of sharing what they
already have. They are letting what they
have determine who they are.
Giving a portion of your time, talent,
and treasure back to God is an act of
faith and an expression of gratitude.
Through stewardship we acknowledge
that our life, work, abilities and skill,
and the people and places we love are all
gifts from God.
Christian stewardship is about
growing in generosity. It is about a
growing realization that all we have is a
gift from God. Over these next few
weeks you are encouraged to
prayerfully consider what proportion of
your resources you will give to God’s
work on earth this year. Then decide
how your support of St. Thomas fits into
that plan. The amount you give reflects
our congregation’s role in your spiritual
journey.
Fr. Rick

Calling all
Crafters!
If you have
any craft items
that you would
like to contribute for the
Fall Bazaar, please see
Elisabeth Pugh or Suzanne Howard.
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Vestry Highlights
Meeting Date: September 12, 2011
Present were Fr. Rick Miles; Sr.
Warden Tom Ham and Jr. Warden
Parker Graham; Members Christopher
Hicks, Bill Horsley, Starr McHugh,
Alex Melchert, Elisabeth Pugh, and
Melodie Watt; Treasurer John Pugh;
Guest Bob Watt.
Fr. Miles gave the opening
invocation and meditation on a text
from First Thessalonians.
Minutes from the previous meeting
and Treasurer’s Report were approved.
The Vestry discussed the allocation
of the funds from the Josephine Irvin
Bequest Fund. Guest Bob Watt was
present to discuss with the vestry any
wishes of the Watt family that had been
communicated to them by Mrs. Irvin.
The Finance Committee had previously
met, and prepared for the Vestry a
proposed distribution of the funds,
allocating them among the music
ministry, the endowment fund,
outreach, and the building fund.
Following discussion, the Vestry
approved the proposed distribution.
Fr. Miles gave the Rector’s report,
discussing the number of visits he has
made and intends to make with shut-ins
of the parish, a possible upcoming
Bishop’s visit, and reported to the Vestry
the possibility of a future need or
request from the Day School.
Sr. Warden’s report: Tom Ham
presented the email responses from each
vestry member regarding the repair of
the air conditioning and installation of a
deck at the Rectory. The use of email for
small or urgent business was approved.
Ham reports that the Rector’s

discretionary fund has now been set up
with an opening balance of
approximately $1300.00.
Ham received an invoice from the
Education Fund requesting funds to
help provide for the education of
seminarians. The motion carried with no
opposition.
Junior Warden’s report: Graham
reported that the air conditioning at the
rectory was repaired at the cost of
$3,850.00. She reported that a burner on
the rectory stove had broken, and that it
had been repaired. She then discussed
the possibility of replacing the windows
in the Rectory due to their age,
condition, and better energy efficiency.
She solicited bids on the windows from
three different people, all of which
varied widely–from $11,100.00 to
$3,200.00. Chris Rogers has offered to
assist in the replacement of the windows
at no charge, and his bid of $3,200
reflected only the cost of the windows. A
motion was made and approved to
accept this offer.
The Vestry approved the use of the
yard and parking lot during Reidsville’s
Downtown Festival. The youth would
charge a nominal fee for parking in St.
Thomas’ lot, and use the proceeds of
that as a fund raiser and non-profits and
charities may set-up along the edges of
St. Thomas’ yard.
Ministry and Parish Life is exploring
a parish wide pig-picking sometime in
October. Our extra computer is to be
cleaned up, reset and placed in the
library for internet use by parishioners.
Outreach Committee: Bill Horsley
gave an update on the annual
Continued on page 7
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Episcopal Day School
Our first few weeks of preschool
have gotten off to a good start! The
children and teachers have gotten
acquainted with each other and we’re in
a good routine for the school year. After
spending a couple of weeks getting to
know each other and remember the
names of all our new friends, we jumped
right into our letters, numbers, shapes
and colors. We also talked about the
change in seasons and the new weather
we should expect.
Father Rick has been doing our
children’s chapel this month and the
kids LOVE it! They especially enjoy
singing the songs with Father Rick as he
plays his guitar! Each day, the kids ask
who is doing the chapel service. When
we answer “Father Rick”, the kids can’t
get to the chapel quick enough. Thanks,
Father Rick!
Thanks to everyone that supported
our fund-raiser by purchasing mums.

e “Bi
h
T
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ies

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church
“Bizaar” Ladies T-shirts are
available for $10. If you would like to
order one, please contact Elisabeth
Pugh or call the church office by
Friday, Oct. 15th. If you are not sure
about the size, there is a M and L you
can try on.

We sold almost 650 plants and made
about $1,000. This will be a big boost in
helping the school meet expenses.
Thank you to Dot Shelton who has been
our organizer for this event every year.
We appreciate her faithfulness in
helping our program in this important
way.
October will be packed full of things
for the kids. On October 12, we will
have our school pictures made. On
October 18, we will take the older class
to the pumpkin patch. This is a great
field trip with a corn shooter, bouncing
pillow, petting animals, hay ride and
other great adventures! We’ll also have
our Halloween party at the end of the
month.
We still have openings in the two
year old class. If you know of anyone
that might be interested, please see any
of the teachers for more information (or
call 349-3511 ext. 106).
Happy fall!

ShrimpFest 2011
The Shrimp Fest was a success!
Thanks to Carson Dawson for getting
the shrimp, the crew who deheaded and
froze the shrimp, and Kris Rogers,
Bernie and Alex Melchert for cooking
the shrimp.
We appreciated Sam
Thorn and Brook Melchert for bussing
tables. Once all the bills are paid, we
should realize $1500 +. Thanks for all
who came – ate, cooked, served, and
cleaned up. We couldn’t have done it
without everyone’s help!

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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2012 Stewardship Campaign
Autumn is upon us. The air is cooler,
the leaves are about to change color,
school has started, it’s football season,
and, as inevitable as all that, it’s time for
our annual Stewardship Campaign.
We are in an unusual position in that
we have experienced (or suffered
through) two search processes in the last
three years. During that time we learned
a lot about what people at St. Thomas
would like for the future to hold, but not
so much about how we should get there.

?

What
if...

Almost everyone wants St. Thomas to grow. Not to become some large,
corporate parish, but to add families, young people and children and the excitement
and entertainment that comes with that. But growth doesn’t “just happen.” If we
want to grow, we have to work and we have to foot the bill.
We have undertaken a marketing study and there are a couple of things we’re
beginning to discover. First, we are a welcoming church. The marketing group sent
in “ringers” as visitors and then had them fill out reports. Looking at our church
from the outside, they all reported that they expected a cold, stand-offish
congregation. They were not prepared for the “love bomb” that hit, particularly
during the passing of the peace. I recall the words of the old Sam Cooke song: “If I
could meet ‘em I could get ‘em, but so far I haven’t met ‘em, that’s why I’m in the
shape I’m in.” Wouldn’t it be nice to rework our parking lot, with designated visitor
parking, to make it look like we want to “get ‘em?”
The second thing we’ve learned is that we aren’t all that well known in
Reidsville. One thing we’ve done very well is “hide our light under a bushel!” We
need to raise our visibility in the community.
Above all, we need to dream. We need to work. We need to give. When I say
give, I mean time (we need Sunday School teachers, both for children and adults; we
need people to volunteer to serve on committees, we need people to volunteer to
help with the Day School, we need people to help in the office), talent (we need
someone to make sure what we do gets reported in local media) and we need treasure
(you know what that means).
Our theme this year is “What if . . .?” We not only want to hear your dreams for
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2012 Stewardship Campaign
St. Thomas, we also want to hear what you are willing to do to make those dreams a
reality. Every pledge brings us closer to making those dreams happen. Dreaming
big dreams and seeing them come true can only happen when each and every one of
us contributes, in the words of Dr. Seuss, “. . . no matter how small.” There is a good
feeling associated with contributing financially to support the parish.
For the last couple of years, we’ve had to use reserves to make ends meet. We
haven’t been the “outreach church” we’ve been in the past. We haven’t instituted
new programs or undertaken new ministries. We need to increase our resources in
order to make the What ifs happen.
What would our community, our lives, be like if there was no St. Thomas? A
central concept of the spiritual life in our Christian faith is generosity. Please be
generous this year with your time, your talent, and your money. That is what is
needed to insure our future growth and success.
Bill Horsley
Stewardship Chair

Vestry Highlights (Continued)
Continued from page 4

Thanksgiving Meal, and discussed the
possibility of providing t-shirts for
volunteers.
The Stewardship Committee will be
launching their Fall Campaign with a
theme of “What if…” to run from 10/2
to 11/6, and had a goal of $175,000.00
dollars in pledges. They will need
assistance with writing thank you notes
to pledgers.
Horsley discussed the possibility of
presenting “Ministry Minutes” during
the services to describe various church
ministries. He stated that two weeks of
Christian Education will be dedicated to
the topic of Stewardship. He closed by
stating that Stewardship was a topic that

needed emphasis throughout the year,
not just in the autumn.
Horsley reported that the Christian
Education committee had created a
brochure and reported 27 in attendance
on the first Sunday. Thanks were given
by the Vestry to those who helped create
the wonderful brochure.
Marketing Committee: No report at
this time. Fr. Miles stated that Kaneasha
and the team had done an amazing job of
compiling and reporting the data they
had obtained.
The meeting was adjourned
following a closing prayer by Fr. Miles.
Christopher Hicks

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Adult Christian Ed: Scheduling/Speaker Change
about is defined and discussed
somewhere, from ambulatory to
narthex. Even the most grizzled
Episcopalian veteran might have
difficulty telling you the difference
between a rochet and a chimere, but it’s
spelled out plainly in this book. If it’s
not in this dictionary, it probably doesn’t
have a name!
Fr Rick’s class on the liturgy,
previously scheduled for December 4,
will be taught instead on Sunday,
November 20, again in the Parish Hall.
The Rev. Dr. John N. Wall

We are happy to announce that the
Rev. Dr. John N. Wall, Professor of
English at N.C. State University and an
expert on Elizabethan era prayer books,
will teach the Adult Christian Ed course
on the History of the Book of Common
Prayer. We are very fortunate to have
Dr. Wall, who also has taught Anglican
history for the Diocese and at Duke
University. Dr. Wall’s class on the
history of the Book of Common Prayer
will be Sunday, December 4 in the
Parish Hall.
He is the author of A Dictionary for
Episcopalians and will bring several
copies of that book in the event anyone
is interested in obtaining a copy. The
dictionary provides a thorough
explanation of the liturgy, the
vestments, the church architecture, the
beliefs, and even the polity.
Alphabetized by item, almost
everything you might think of to ask
8

Adult Christian Formation

Lessons
& Legacies
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Christian Education

First day of Sunday School - September 2011

We began our fall lessons of Living
the Good News ©, on September 4th!
We welcomed back Sam and Helen
Thorn, John and Johnsie Reynolds,
Daniel Yount and Adam and Rachel
Craddock, with balloons (see photo),
streamers and a special cake for our
snack.
Since our kids (almost young
adults!) have grown up quite a bit, we’re
also using the youth group side of the
classroom, with its table, matching
chairs and comfortable sofa. It’s
definitely a step up for them.
We also have 3 new kids who have
joined our group. I hope you seek out
and greet Makayla Linville and her
brother Jacob and sister Shyann. They
are a welcome addition to our program
and we’re so glad to have them!
Remember “Koins for Kids”, our

Christian Ed. fundraising effort? Well,
we want to collect your pocket change
during the months of October,
November and December. We have our
adorable piggy bank, created by artisans
from Chile, that is perfect for our
purpose. We haven’t decided just yet,
which worthy organization to support. I
plan to let the kids vote on it by the
middle of December, in time for
Christmas. I’m excited about this and I
hope you can bring your week’s pocket
change to help our effort. Thanks for all
you do to help spread the Good News of
Jesus, the Christ.
Lastly, I’d like to share the key lyrics
from a contemporary Christian song for
you to ponder. The artist is J.J. Heller
and her song is titled What Love Really
Means from the album When I’m With
You:
Continued on page 10
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NetsForLife - Diocesan Update
Greetings, Episcopal Relief &
Development friends,
Having passed the mid-way point of
the diocese's nets campaign, we are
making good progress and have
opportunities to perform even better.
You will remember we accepted a goal
of 40,000 mosquito nets to be purchased
by the time of January's convention.
Through August we've sent 14,903 nets
to sub-Saharan Africa (39% of our goal)
saving the lives of almost 45,000
pregnant women and children under age
5. Only half of our congregations are
participating at this point, so we have a
significant opportunity to improve our
numbers here. Eight congregations have
exceeded their goal already, and we
thank them for their leadership.
We’ve understood from the
beginning that fall programs and the
Advent season will provide the largest
volume of nets sales, so we are
encouraged that 40,000 nets is within
our reach. The campaign steering
committee thanks participating
congregations for your life-saving
generosity and urges the remainder
congregations to join the campaign
soon. God bless you and our African
sisters and brothers.
Reid Joyner
Episcopal Relief & Development
Coordinator
Diocese of North Carolina
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Christian Ed. (cont.)

Continued from page 9

“Who will love me for me?
Not for what I have done or what I
will become
Who will love me for me?”
Her beautiful song and powerful
lyrics is quite a tear jerker and you can
hear it for free on YouTube.
Have a great month!
Jim McCloskey,
Sunday School Superintendent
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ECW Annual Meeting

In Loving Memory

The 129th Episcopal Church
Women's Annual Meeting will be
November 11 & 12 in Durham. If
anyone is interested in attending the
meeting, please contact Anne
Montaigne.

Please pray for the
repose of the souls of

Lillian Smothers Shelton
Mother of James Shelton
d. August 23, 2011

Louise Dalton Haigler
Mother of Tab Haigler
d. August 25, 2011

Juanita Davis
Mother of Stephanie Trent
d. August 31, 2011

Morning Chapter
Morning Chapter – please join us for
another “Good Girl, Bad Girl” story on
Tuesday, Oct. 11th at 10:30 am in the
Vestry Room.

May light perpetual shine upon them.

Fill the Tub

Fall Bazaar & Lunch
Please mark your calendars for
Friday, Oct. 28th for ECW’s annual
luncheon and bazaar. For those who
didn’t pick up their letters with tickets
for the luncheon and raffle at church,
they will be mailed in early October. All
items for the luncheon may be brought
to church on Thursday, Oct. 27th from
5-7 pm or between 8:30 - 9:00 am on the
28th. If you have any craft items to
donate, please let someone with Stitches
know. We are also planning to have a
table of silent auction items so if you
have something you feel might be
appropriate, please see Elisabeth Pugh
or Suzanne Howard.

Please help us
reach out to others
in our community
by donating nonperishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for
October are:

carrots
sweet peas
tomatoes
pork & beans
coffee, sugar
soap
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Thoughts on Stewardship
Several weeks ago we observed the
10th anniversary of the terrorist attack
that took place on September 11, 2001.
These horrific acts have affected all of
us. Some have had to make minor
adjustments. Those who frequently
travel by air or live in a metropolitan
area have experienced even more
change. But for the people who actually
worked in and around the World Trade
Center and who lost close friends and
loved ones, the grief and the trauma are
still a huge part of their lives.
Understandably, many are quite
angry at anyone who is Muslim or of
mid-eastern descent. In a discussion,
one friend said to me, “I'm not
concerned about extending any of our
rights to Muslims.” Another replied, “I
equate anything evil with anyone who is
Muslim.” This sounds similar to
comments that were probably made
about Japanese-Americans during
World War II.
What would Jesus say to all of this?
My first thought is the parable of the

Good Samaritan. Actually, we have
sanitized this particular teaching in that
we tend to forget that in Jesus’ day,
Samaritans were the despised, the
pariahs, the hated ones of his society.
What if we were to substitute a Muslim
in place of the Samaritan and an
American, in place of the Jew? What
are our thoughts concerning this
predicament? I believe Jesus is asking
us, “Do you really know as much as you
think you know about what is good and
what is bad?” As you can see, this is
much more than a story about a nice
person doing nice things. In Jesus'
system we are all connected. We are all
brothers and sisters. There is no “us”
against “them”; no “in” versus “out”; no
“haves” as opposed to “have-nots”.
Jesus further notes in John's gospel, “I
am the vine and you are the branches.
Abide in me, and I will abide in you.
Love one another the way I have loved
you.”
Tom Balsley

Cursillo 102: October 13-16
Cursillo 102 will be held October 1316, 2011. Laura Felts will be the
weekend rector. Other team members
from St. Thomas are Martha Balsley,
Betty Melchert, Tom and Mary Ham,
and Chris Hicks.
The above persons would like to
extend an invitation to anyone at St.
Thomas who wishes to attend. Please
see Laura or a team member in order to
acquire an application and to find out
more details. Scholarship money is
available.
12
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“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

September 4
12th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

15
51

September 11
13th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

15
60

8:30 a.m.
September 18
14th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

23
65

8:30 a.m.
September 25
15th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

26
49

Mark Your Calendar!
Celebration of New Ministry

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Dynamic Fitness
156 N. Scales St.

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive
Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

Wednesday November 16
7:00 pm
The Rt. Rev. Michael B. Curry,
Bishop of the Diocese of NC
Presiding

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 95,950.52
When you’re ready to
$ 98,648.17
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
- $ 2,697.65
listen.

Pledge Report
August 2011
Total Revenue

$ 8,879.25

Total Operations Expenses- $ 15,697.35
Difference
16

$ 24,576.60
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Richard “Rick” Miles
349-3511, Ext. 102
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt
Diane Allen

349-3511
349-3511

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Freda Watt 342-2305
rlwattiii@gmail.com
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
John Pugh 656-4664
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 616-1029
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Tom Ham
Senior Warden
932-2212
tjhamiii@att.net

Bill Horsley
Outreach & Community Involvement
342-2869
susyandbill@bellsouth.net

Elisabeth Pugh
Fellowship & Parish Life
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Parker Graham
Junior Warden / Nuts & Bolts
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Alex Melchert
Worship & Parish Life
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Elizabeth Treadwell
Clerk
Worship & Parish Life
336-623-1057
bookar@earthlink.net

Chris Hicks
Outreach
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Starr McHugh
Worship & Parish Life
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com

Melodie Watt
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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VESTRY
Christian
Education
Photos courtesy of Jim McCloskey

First day of Sunday School - September 2011

L. to R.: Shyanne Linville, Johnsie Reynolds, Makayla Linville & Jacob Linville
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Friday
October 28
11 AM - 2PM
Salad Bar - Soup - Sandwich - Dessert
Bake Sale - Crafts Sale
Raffle

Fall Bazaar & Luncheon

October 2011
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