Tidings
St. Thomas
Episcopal Church

315 Lindsey Street

Reidsville, NC 27320

Planning
Ahead...

Friday
September 16
11th Annual
ShrimpFest
5:30 - 7:30 PM
All You Can Eat
Shrimp
Slaw
Pasta Salad
Coffee or Tea
Dessert

Chicken for those
who cannot eat
shrimp.

336-349-3511

September 2011

Happy New Year - Matthew 6:33
“New Years in September? The
Rector is really stretching for a
point this time!”
Now I realize that, if you’ve
looked askance at the title of this
message, that the greeting,
“Happy New Year!” does seem a
bit out of place as we enter the
month of September. After all,
we do tend to reserve that
greeting for January 1st; the
beginning of the calendar year. Yet,
if we think about it, there are several
“New Years” every year. There are those
that we usually note even if we don’t necessarily
celebrate; such as the Chinese New Year. Then there is the
Biblical new year, centered on the festival of Rosh
Hashanah, usually celebrated during the month of
October. The Church “New Year” officially begins with
the opening of the season of Advent when we focus our
attention on the approaching birth of Christ at Christmas.
We should not forget to mention the “New Year” of all
CPA’s, accountants and tax preparers either; that being
anytime after April 15th in any given year.
Yet, the truest “New Year: for most of us, that is, the
“emotional” one—the one that we “feel in our bones,” is
right now, in September. Vacations are winding-down.
The coming Labor Day weekend is, for many of us, the
“last hurrah” of summer. Children are being prepared for
school if they are not already there. Long range plans for
Continued on page 3
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Fr. Rick’s First Sunday - August 7, 2011
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Happy New Year! - Matthew 6:33
Continued from page 1

holidays and celebrations are being
called into focus. There is in most of us
just now a deep down sense that we are
at the beginning point. This is certainly
true here at St. Thomas as fall programs,
festivals, and planning are already
beginning to gear up.
With all this, at church and in our
home lives, it is no wonder that we feel
this time of year to be the real time of
“New Years.” It is all the more reason,
then, why we can really use the advice
of Jesus in Matthew 6:33 to keep our
lives in focus and our commitments in
perspective. “Seek first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness, and all these
things will be added to you.” Or as I like
to paraphrase it, “Put your relationship
with God and his priorities for your life
first, and everything else good you need
and plan for and hope for and long to see
come true will all fall into place for
you.”
This is a great promise of God. Jesus

is telling us that if we will just let the
center of our life’s focus be on what God
wants us to do and to be, then all of these
“New Years” hopes, which so easliy
become mid-year worries and end-year
non-accomplishments, will be sifted by
his will and the very best of it all and
more will simply be given to us. Our
life’s work is not the accomplishment of
“all these things.” Rather, our life’s
work is our relationship with Jesus
Christ as our sovereign, that he may
accomplish “all these things’ through
us.
Let this “New Year” be a time of
promise that does not disappoint; a time
of new beginning with a sure arrival.
Center everything around your
relationship with Jesus Christ.
Commitment to worship and fellowship
at St. Thomas will help you to get and to
keep “all these things” centered. May
this new beginning point be a “Happy
New Year!” for you.
Fr. Rick

Cursillo 102
Cursillo, in Spanish means “short
course in Christian living”. It is a path
which centers on the teachings of Christ.
Cursillo includes the Three-Day
Weekend that begins around 7:30 p.m.
on Thursday evening. The weekend is
an opportunity for you to meet clergy
and laity who are seeking to strengthen,
share and grow in their faith. It provides
you an opportunity through shared
prayer, worship, fellowship, study, and
song to experience the reality of the gift
of God’s love freely and

unconditionally given. The weekend
will be held October 13-16, 2011.
Laura Felts will be the weekend rector.
Other team members from St. Thomas
are Martha Balsley, Betty Melchert,
Tom and Mary Ham, and Chris Hicks.
The above persons would like to
extend an invitation to anyone at St.
Thomas who wishes to attend. Please
see Laura or a team member in order to
acquire an application and to find out
more details. Scholarship money is
available.
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Vestry Highlights
August 8, 2011

Other business:

With the exception of Alex
Melchert all vestry members were
present.
Sr. Warden T. Ham convened the
meeting and welcomed the Rev. Dr.
Richard Miles, the new ST Rector.

The Nets for Life project was in
place with donations being received.
Junior Warden P. Graham reported
the Rectory AC required maintenance.
Fellowship and Parish Life have an
Adult Dinner Party in the works.

Devotions were offered by Rick.
John Bullock addressed the vestry
concerning the history of the “Tidings”
and the present production guidelines as
it concerns color printing. He also spoke
about the ST website.
The June Vestry minutes were
accepted.
Treasurer John Pugh presented the
2010 Annual Audit Report. There were
no exceptions found and the motion
carried to accept the report. In further
business Pugh noted that Y to D
expenses held at $87,071.27, with
salary and administrative expenses
running below budget while utilities
remained higher. Noting the new roof
for the Parish House had been paid, he
made recommendations from where the
funds would be drawn. Pugh’s
recommendations were accepted by the
vestry. The Treasurer’s Report was also
accepted by the vestry.
The Rector’s Report:
Rick indicated the family was
settling in at the Rectory.
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Horsley reported Thanksgiving
Dinner plans were underway and
indicated it was time to consider the
2011 Pledge Drive.
It was determined to keep the present
vestry meeting schedule in place, the
2nd Monday of each month.
The next scheduled meeting is
September 12, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.
Elizabeth Treadwell, clerk

Fall Bazaar
Ladies, the Bazaar (Friday, October
28th) is just around the corner. Tickets
to the luncheon and assignments will be
given out or mailed the first of October.
Please let someone with Stitches know
if you have any crafts items to donate.

Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministry meetings are
moving to the third Monday at 3:30
beginning in September.
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Episcopal Day School
We’re back for another fun year at
Episcopal Day School! Our first day of
school will be Tuesday, September 6th.
Enrollment has gone well and both
classes are almost full. We’re looking
forward to getting back to learning and
having fun!
And, from what the parents tell us,
they’re ready to get the kids back in
school, too.
We’ll start off the first week getting
to know everyone. After a couple of
weeks, we’ll jump right in to learning
our letters, numbers, colors, shapes and
a lot of other cool things.

We are continuing our fund-raising
efforts with BoxTops for Education.
Cut off the pink boxtops from General
Mills items and leave them in the
classroom and we’ll send them off to
earn 10 cents for each one. We are
proud that we are able to raise
approximately $100 each year doing
this. Thanks for your help with this!
Our mum sale will begin
immediately so please see the following
information if you would like to order
mums. This information will also be
available in the church bulletin. Please
call any of the teachers if you have any
questions.

2011 Fall Mum Sale Fund Raiser
Episcopal Day School’s annual mum sale is underway.
We are selling the same beautiful eight (8) inch mums that we have sold
the past several years.
Profits will go toward supplies for the school.
Colors
Bronze (Gold) - Yellow - White - Red - Purple
$5 each or three (3) mums for $12.00
Orders and payment are due by September 22, 2011
Mums can be picked up Wednesday, September 28th after 11:30 a.m.
Return bottom portion to one of the teachers or to the church office.
Make checks payable to “Episcopal Day School”

Name:
Bronze
(Gold)

Yellow

White

Red

Purple
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ShrimpFest 2011

Tickets to the Shrimp Fest have been
handed out during church for the last
two Sundays. Those not picked up
should be mailed the first week of
September. If you did not receive tickets
or need more, please contact the church
office Monday – Thursday mornings.
Please remember to circle the amount
the ticket sold for - $15 or $45. Bring
your friends and your appetites. Also,
raffle tickets for the Quilt will be on sale
at this time.

EYC - ShrimpFest
All youth need to come to the church
as soon as possible after school on
September 16th for the shrimp fest. We
will be setting up, cleaning tables,
breaking down and doing whatever else
needs to be done. If you get there early,
you will be able to eat before we start
like last year. If you need a ride call
Elisabeth Pugh at 336-656-4664 to
a r r a n g e
transportation.
Watch for more
information on
upcoming
events for this
fall!!

Christian Education
Hi everybody,
I’d like to welcome all the returning
and new students to the fall session of
our Christian Ed. program. Our
curriculum will be “Living the Good
News” (LTGN) once again and the first
class is Sunday, September 4th at 9:45
am. Every child is precious and their
attendance is greatly appreciated.
While we use the LTGN program for
our lessons, our emphasis is always on
the Holy Spirit: God’s loving presence
living inside us for our day-to-day
living. I hope Father Rick, D’aun
and/or Caitlin will be able to visit with
us occasionally, so we can get to know
each other better. Maybe they would
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like to share their musical talents with
us. I’m not sure of the nature of heaven,
but I feel confident that God enjoys all
manner of our “joyful noises”.
Our “Koins for Kids” fall/winter
fund raising project will benefit Victory
Junction camp for children with chronic
medical conditions or serious illnesses.
Save your coins each week and look for
our adorable “Ten Thousand Villages”
piggy bank located in the Narthex to
donate as you are able. (Conveniently,
the coin slot is also suitable for valuable
green paper products.)
See you soon,
Jim McCloskey,
Sunday School Superintendent

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Stuart Verdery Kerr

In Loving Memory

St. Thomas recently learned of the
passing of Stuart Verdery Kerr,
mother of the Rev. William Verdery
Kerr. Verdery was a priest at St.
Thomas during the 1980's. Mrs. Kerr,
85, died at her residence in Fayetteville,
NC on August 5, 2011.
She was very active in community
affairs and was a board member of
numerous city and county non-profit
organizations. She was also involved in
numerous activities at St. John's
Episcopal Church in Fayetteville.
Some may remember her visits to St.
Thomas while Verdery was here.
Memorials may be made to the
Salvation Army at 433 Robeson Street,
Fayetteville, NC 28301 or to St. John's
Episcopal Church, 302 Green Street,
Fayetteville, NC 28301.
For cards of condolences, Verdery
and Mary Ann Kerr's address is:
3148 Champaign St
Charlotte, NC 28210-6456

Please pray for the
repose of the souls of

Muriel Strickland
d. August 10, 2011

Ann Fraysure Fulton
Mother of Fraysure Fulton
d. August 27, 2011
May light perpetual shine upon them.

ECW Meetings
ECW board meeting on Thursday
9/8 at Turks (11:45) and ECW General
Meeting Sunday 9/11.

Fill the Tub
Please help us
reach out to others
in our community
by donating nonperishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for

Morning Chapter
Reminder – Morning Chapter begins
again on Tuesday, September 13th. We
will meet in the Vestry Room at 10:30
am with Patricia Bobbitt hosting.
Since each program this year has looked
at the life of a different “Good Girl, Bad
Girl”, there is no catching up to do – so
come even if you haven’t been before.
If you have a suggestion for a new
topic/interest to start in January, please
see Martha Balsley or Suzanne
Howard. We would like to have several
ideas to offer at the November General
Meeting.

September are:

carrots
sweet peas
mixed vegetables
pork & beans
coffee, sugar
soap
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Thoughts on Stewardship
This past week I read “The Blue
Shoe” by Anne Lamont ( also author of
“Traveling Mercies”). In the book is a
somewhat humorous but touching story
about a child who was crying in the
night. When the mother came to comfort
her, the girl said she was too afraid of the
dark to sleep. “But God’s with you,
comforting and protecting you,” the
mother said.
“But I need someone with skin on,”
the little girl said.
I'm sure, at times, this sentiment
reflects our own thoughts: “God with
skin on,” someone who shows up and
helps out when you are in a bind. And to
many people we can be that very
presence. I don't mean to presume that
we are all-powerful, but as Christians,
our actions represent the face of God to a
suffering world. A television message
that catches my attention is the Liberty
Mutual commercial centered around
people doing the “right thing.” A lady
stops a man from walking in front of
traffic, another man sees this and later
catches a ladder that is about to fall with
a worker on top of it. As a result, people
start observing good deeds and begin
taking care of others and a “ripple
effect” is the result.
We don’t necessarily have to have a
grand vision. There are so many times
when our mindfulness and attention to
detail are far more important. For
instance, if our conversations are filled
with awareness, civility, consideration,
and compassion, there will be a different
outcome to our conversations. The
grace of forgiveness, a thank you, a
thoughtful word - these are the small
moments in which we have a chance to
8

offer the kindness many are seeking.
We are often encouraged to be bold in
our thinking. But, in our interaction
with others, maybe thinking smaller can
actually do more to effect change.
Each day we plant tiny seeds. Given
the right conditions, these seeds can
come together to produce powerful
results that can alter the way others feel.
Like the child who couldn’t sleep at
night, “God with skin on” is what those
around us need us to be.
Tom Balsley

Congratulations
Katie & Jim!
Katie Eastburn and Jim McHugh
were married on Sunday, August 7, at
5:00 PM at Giando on the Water in
Brooklyn, New York. Katie will be
beginning a selective, intensive 14
month nursing program at Hunter
College at the end of August. She has an
undergraduate degree from Brown
University and has been directing an
arts grant in the New York City Schools.
Jim is a graduate of UNC-G and is
employed by the Roebling Tea Room.
He plays guitar with several musical
groups in New York. They will reside in
Williamsburg, Brooklyn.
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“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

July 31
7th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

12
50

Dynamic Fitness

August 7
8th Sunday after Pentecost

11:00 a.m.

95

August 14
9th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

19
60

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive

8:30 a.m.
August 21
10th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

11
53

8:30 a.m.
August 28
11th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

25
58

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church Women’s
Fall Bazaar & Luncheon
Friday October 28

156 N. Scales St.

Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

CHEF SALAD BAR • SOUP • SANDWICH • DESSERT • DRINK
SERVING 11AM - 2PM

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
July 2011
Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 11,626.24 $ 95,637.17
Total Revenue
When you’re ready to
Total Operations Expenses $ 22,645.39 $ 128,156.35
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
- $ 11,019.15 - $ 32,519.18
Difference
listen.

Pledge Report

16
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Richard “Rick” Miles
349-3511, Ext. 102
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt
Diane Allen

349-3511
349-3511

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Freda Watt 342-2305
rlwattiii@gmail.com
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
John Pugh 656-4664
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 616-1029
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Tom Ham
Senior Warden
932-2212
tjhamiii@att.net

Bill Horsley
Outreach & Community Involvement
342-2869
susyandbill@bellsouth.net

Elisabeth Pugh
Fellowship & Parish Life
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Parker Graham
Junior Warden / Nuts & Bolts
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Alex Melchert
Worship & Parish Life
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Elizabeth Treadwell
Clerk
Worship & Parish Life
336-623-1057
bookar@earthlink.net

Chris Hicks
Outreach
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Starr McHugh
Worship & Parish Life
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com

Melodie Watt
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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VESTRY
Fr. Rick’s First
Sunday - August 7, 2011
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham
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Tickets - $15 each or $45 for 2 adults/2 children

5:30-7:30 PM

Friday September 16

SHRIMP - SLAW - PASTA SALAD
COFFEE OR TEA - DESSERT

All You Can Eat

September 2011

Return Service Requested

315 Lindsey Street
Reidsville, NC 27320
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