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Getting to know Fr. Rick
Let me introduce myself to you by
sharing with you my faith story. My
faith can best be described as a
life-long spiritual journey.

Sunday
August 7
Combined
11:00
Service
12:15
Covered dish
luncheon
to welcome the
Miles Family

My father was the pastor of
the Presbyterian Church in
Lemon Cove, California; a tiny
Sierra foothill town. Our family
life, and the town’s social life,
revolved around the church. Here I
was nurtured in the faith, taught the
stories of the Bible, and came to love
Jesus as I experienced the traditions of my
church in worship and Sunday School. This practically
idyllic life was abruptly ended for me at the age of ten
when my father suddenly died. The loss was more than
physical and emotional for me. It was also spiritual. My
father had always been the symbol for me of God’s
presence, providence, and firm yet gentle love. Though I
went through a confirmation class, professed my faith in
Christ and joined the church after that, I felt no personal
connection with God.
In the summer of 1962, my family, through our church,
became involved in the Billy Graham Crusade centered in
Fresno. One night, at the moment of the altar call, I was
certain that I could almost hear the audible call of God to
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come forward and give my life to Christ.
I did, and with that call came a strong
sense of connection with God and an
identity as God’s child that strengthened
me through the normal identity
difficulties of adolescence in Junior
High and High School.
College brought about another stage
in my faith journey. The school was
Mennonite, and deeply immersed in
Anabaptist tradition and theology. The
students and faculty were much more
demonstrative about their faith,
speaking regularly about what the Lord
was teaching them or sharing with them,
than I was used to from my
Calvinist/Puritan background. Through
them, I came to expect to see the results
of God’s presence in my life on a daily
basis, and to believe that God cared
about the smallest detail of my life, not
just the big events and decisions. At the
same time, I was also heavily involved
in a Presbyterian college-age fellowship
across town. This group coupled a
strong theological understanding of the
Trinity with an equally strong emphasis
upon the development of personal
relationships. As a result, I came to see
that God’s relational nature of mutuality
and love as expressed within the Trinity
is to be reflected in how we develop and
conduct our personal relationships.
Toward the end of my college years, I
worshiped for a short time with a
charismatic fellowship and became
convinced of the spiritual giftedness for
ministry and mission of every member
of the church.

It was while training for a career in
teaching that I began to hear the call of
God upon my life for pastoral ministry.
At first, I tried to ignore this call. I had
planned out my future, and though I had
committed it to a deep involvement in
lay ministry in the church, (I was
already serving as an Elder on the
Session of my home congregation,) I
had not desired to make any provision
for pastoral ministry.
Simply put, I didn’t want to do it. An
awareness of the difficulties of pastoral
life was certainly part of my reasoning,
but I was also afraid of it. Perhaps
because of my father’s influence, I held
pastoral ministry in the highest possible
regard. I wasn’t sure that I could
measure up to the emotional, physical
and intellectual demands of pastoral
ministry. After a protracted period of
prayerful debate with God, (which
lasted over six months), I finally came to
see that ministry is not so much having
all the where-with-all to do it yourself,
as much as it is God supplying the
where-with-all to do it through us. With
that understanding and faith, I stopped
debating and accepted the call.
Through seminary and on
throughout my twenty years of pastoral
ministry in the Presbyterian Church, my
spiritual walk continued to deepen and
broaden as I was drawn into an
integration of theological,
psychological, and mystical traditions
through the writings of mystics such as
Thomas Merton, Julian of Norwich, and
Brother Lawrence, Jungian analysts and
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priests such as John Sanford, and
M o r t o n K e l s e y , a n d
theologian/novelists such as Charles
Williams, and C.S. Lewis.
After twenty years, despite this
continuing deepening of my faith, I
found that as a pastor I was burned-out.
This was due in large part to the fact that
I had only taken one or two real
vacations during this time, and had not
observed many of my days off. I was
exhausted physically, and as a result,
spiritually. I resigned my position.
My family and I joined the Episcopal
Church about a year later. This rather
radical change came about because of
an intensifying love for Anglican
Liturgy and the Prayer Book that had
begun for both my wife and I many
years earlier. My theology had changed
as well. I had come to firmly believe in
the real presence of Christ in the
Eucharist. I went into teaching, and
became a middle school band and
chorus director. My spiritual journey
continued as I came to appreciate Celtic
spirituality for its focus on community,
and its emphasis on the stewardship of
God’s creation. More recently I have
found that the spiritual discipline of
observing the hours each day, including
compline, has enriched my prayers,
increased my sense of God’s active
presence in my life, and strengthened
my awareness of my own participation
in God’s work in the world.
Eight years ago I began to hear the
call of God to return to pastoral ministry.
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This time though, I knew better than to
debate with God about it. Through the
discernment process and a return to
seminary my call was affirmed, and I
was ordained to serve in the Episcopal
Church. I served the Diocese of Los
Angeles as priest supply to several
congregations with many differing
customs and traditions, and as priest in
charge to St. Thomas of Canterbury in
Long Beach. I am thrilled now to share
the joy of worship, the work of Christ’s
mission in the world, and the celebration
of life with you in the community of
faith at St. Thomas.
Fr. Rick

On Sunday, August 7th we will
have one service at 11:00 followed
by a covered dish luncheon to
welcome and get to know our new
priest, Rick, his wife D'aun,
daughter Caitlin and son Chris.
The church is supplying the meat
(fried chicken and spiral sliced ham)
so plan to bring your best side dish or
dessert to complete the meal. Drinks
will be provided.
Parish Life Committee
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ShrimpFest
2011
Friday
September 16
5:30 - 7:30

All you can eat
Shrimp
Slaw
Pasta salad
Coffee or Tea
Dessert
Chicken for those who cannot eat shrimp.
Tickets - $15 each or $45 for 2 adults/2 children

Meals on Wheels
St. Thomas delivers Meals on
Wheels one Friday a month. We need
people to help with this ministry. If you
are willing to help, please contact
Jeanne Horsley (342-2869) or Dot
Ferneyhough (349-3630).

Altar Flowers
If you would like to place flowers on
the altar in memory or in honor of
someone, please contact the church
office to schedule a date.

Lemonade

Lemonade
on the
Lawn
‘Tis once again the season for
Lemonade on the Lawn following the
11:00 service. We hope that you will
enjoy the lemonade, cookies and
fellowship, and if you would be willing
to help, just stop by the office and sign
up for one of the summer Sundays.

All Youth - EYC - Acolytes - Sunday School
On Saturday, August 6th we will
meet at the church at 3:00. We need to
set up the tables and chairs in the parish
house for the luncheon on Sunday
welcoming the new priest. After we set
everything up we will cook out and
discuss what we want to do this year for
EYC, who will move up to the different
Acolyte positions and to wish good luck
to our graduates who will be heading off
to college in the next week or so.
Elisabeth Pugh
Jim McCloskey
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Carson Dawson delivered again!
He brought us 5 coolers of shrimp and
Martha & Tom Balsley, Elisabeth &
Michael Pugh, Suzanne Howard,
Dale Fulton, Pat Foeller, Bill Horsley,
Anne Montaigne, and Carol Johnson
helped 300 lbs of shrimp lose their
heads. Now come out on Friday,
September 16th 5:30 – 7:30 pm for all
you can eat shrimp, slaw, pasta salad,
coffee or tea, and dessert. Again, we
will have chicken for those who cannot
eat shrimp. Tickets will be $15 each or
$45 for 2 adults/2 children. If you
would be willing to donate either lemon
squares or brownies please see Parker
Graham or Elisabeth Pugh.

Stitches of Love
Raffle tickets for the quilt will be on
sale at the Shrimp Fest. Just a reminder,
it will soon be time to start collecting
craft items for the bazaar.

Mentors - South End
Mrs. Lynch, principal at South End
Elementary School has voiced a need
for mentors for some South End
students. If you have a few hours a week
you could donate to be a mentor, please
contact Anne Montaigne (349-9441).
This would involve spending some time
with a student, perhaps having lunch
with them. Some of the students at
South End just need a friendly face to
show an interest in them. The rewards
will be twofold; you will feel a great
sense of satisfaction and the students
will benefit from a positive role model.
The mentoring would be done during
the school day at South End.
Anne Montaigne

Fill the Tub
Please help us
reach out to others
in our community
by donating nonperishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for
August are:

carrots
sweet peas
mixed vegetables
pork & beans
coffee, sugar
soap
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!
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Thoughts on Stewardship
Remember the Sabbath day and keep
it holy. Six days you shall labor and do
all your work, but the seventh day is a
Sabbath of the Lord your God: you shall
not do any work . . .Exodus 20: 8-9

contests were not available. That left
going to church on Sunday morning and
later on Sunday evening as well. Those
who remember those times, remember
some pretty boring days.

We have one more summer month
remaining. Many of us have been on
family vacations or taken a minivacation with friends or spouses. We
have enjoyed this time, even though
some of us find it difficult to leave our
jobs behind. We worry about upcoming meetings, deadlines, how an
important contract will be handled and
the list goes on. In our increasingly
competitive world, what happened to
the American weekend also happened to
the American week. By 2010, the
average worker was putting in 175 extra
hours of paid labor each year – the
equivalent of an extra month of work.
Since the recession in 2006, some are
working two full-time jobs to make up
for their one job that went away with the
economic downturn. I am told that in
China, the polite answer to “How are
you?” is “I am very busy.” If you are
busy, you must be fine. If you have
more to do than you can do, then you
must be fine not only in China but right
here at home. We think of very busy
people as being very successful people
and we it gives us a certain sense of
pride if we are in demand.

Because we all have various
constraints in our daily schedules,
Sabbath can take on a different
meaning. A suggestion is to start
wherever you can. Maybe decide that
you will get up an hour before anyone
else in the house and go for a walk or
dedicate that time to doing nothing but
being in the divine presence. Or decide
to turn the television off one hour before
you go to bed and spend that time
outside looking at the sky.
The Sabbath of our childhood was
often a full day underscored with rules
and regulations. It is not possible for all
of us to share the same practices. But
however we manage our lives, we ought
to include some Sabbath. We all need to
bracket some period in our week and
devote it to healthy joy, to spiritual
growth, or to a favorite activity while we
reflect on the fact that we are made in
our creator's image and our worth has
already been established by God – even
when we are not working.

So how do we honor the fourth
commandment? When I was in high
school in the 1960's, Sabbath activities
were restricted as most stores, movies,
restaurants, and competitive athletic
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Tom Balsley

“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

July 3
3rd Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

12
44

July 10
4th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

15
47

July 17
5th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

11
52

July 24
6th Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

14
?

New Email
ish
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Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Dynamic Fitness
156 N. Scales St.

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive
Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

In order to keep your
directory up-to-date, please
make note of an email address
change for Tom & Mary Ham:

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
June 2011
Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 9,150.58 $ 76,233.25
Total Revenue
When you’re ready to
Total Operations Expenses $ 42,737.24 $ 93,185.04
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
- $ 33,586.66 - $ 16,951.79
Difference
listen.

tjhamiii@att.net

Pledge Report
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Richard “Rick” Miles
349-3511, Ext. 102
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt
Diane Allen

349-3511
349-3511

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Freda Watt 342-2305
rlwattiii@gmail.com
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
John Pugh 656-4664
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 616-1029
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Tom Ham
Senior Warden
932-2212
tjhamiii@att.net

Bill Horsley
Outreach & Community Involvement
342-2869
susyandbill@bellsouth.net

Elisabeth Pugh
Fellowship & Parish Life
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Parker Graham
Junior Warden / Nuts & Bolts
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Alex Melchert
Worship & Parish Life
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Elizabeth Treadwell
Clerk
Worship & Parish Life
336-623-1057
bookar@earthlink.net

Chris Hicks
Outreach
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Starr McHugh
Worship & Parish Life
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com

Melodie Watt
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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2011 Preparations
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Many thanks to the Rev.
Bob Cook, Sandy, Rob and
Sunny Grace for all of their
help and service to St. Thomas
over the last months. Be sure to
be here on Sunday July 31 for
their last “official” Sunday
with us. We do hope, however,
that we will see them again in
the near future.
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“The Miles family...
across the miles”
Follow their trip east
on our facebook page:

“Shorty riding along peacefully”

and

“Rick happily driving along”

http://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Thomas-Episcopal-Church-Reidsville-NC/143537279020193
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