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Welcome the Miles Family to the St. Thomas’ Family!

Photo courtesy of D’aun Miles

The Miles family will be arriving in late July to settle into the rectory. Father
Rick will begin his duties as rector of Saint Thomas the first of August. We all look
forward to becoming acquainted with our new priest and his family.
Father Rick or Rick, whichever you prefer, is a native Californian, his family
having settled there in the 1890’s. His family does have Southern roots prior to that
near Old Williamsport, Louisiana. A graduate of the music school at Fresno Pacific
University, he went on to graduate with his M.Div. from Princeton in 1977, and with
Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 1 Photos courtesy of Fr. Rick’s facebook page and YouTube

his Doctorate from San Francisco
Theological Seminary in 1997. He
served the Presbyterian Church (USA)
for twenty years as a pastor, before
becoming a middle school instrumental
and vocal music teacher in Torrance. In
2005 he finished Episcopal coursework
(Anglican indoctrination classes) at
Episcopal Theological School in
Claremont, and in 2006 he was ordained
into the Episcopal priesthood.
Rick is a very good folk guitarist and
enjoys cycling and tent camping. Rick
and his wife D’aun, (pronounced DeeAWN…think Dion, as in “Dion
Warwick”), have been married for 35
years. She is an alumna of California
Lutheran University, and University of
Southern California. She is a soprano
and will be joining the Saint Thomas
choir (we hope she likes to do solos).
She enjoys cooking, music and family
activities.
Their three children are all graduates
of USC, (as in the Trojans, not the
Gamecocks …Fight On!): Meghen, the
oldest, is about to defend her PhD in
Neuroscience at USC this summer,
Christopher, the middle, is coming
here with Father Rick and D’aun, and
Caitlin, the youngest, is pursuing her
masters in Occupational Therapy. They
will also be bringing their 17 year old
cat, Shortbread (aka Shorty), the
grumpy member of the family.

The Reverend Dr. Richard A.K. Miles
“Fr. Rick”

Richard? Rick? Fr. Rick?
“...Frankly though, I'll answer to
just about anything,
(even ‘Hey You!’)”

Just a fun fact: if Father Rick looks
familiar, you may have seen him
recently on “Are You Smarter Than a
5th Grader?”
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3

Vestry Highlights
Meeting: June 13, 2011
All Vestry Members were present.
The meeting was convened by P.
Graham, Junior Warden, at 7:00 p.m. at
the request of Ham, Senior Warden.
Devotions read by Treadwell.
Treasurer’s Report: Pugh reported
a positive revenue front, with programs
Year to Date running well under budget.
Income is presently $6,000.00 better
than budget, however, both building and
Search Committee expenses are running
over.
Pugh advised a Finance Committee
meeting would be called to discuss a
salary range for the new Rector and to
determine from which funded accounts
payment for the new parish hall roof
would derive. In determining
alternative ST investments the
committee had determined to remain
with CD’s noting the low risk factor.
The regular vestry minutes [April
2011] as well as two called meetings,
(May 19 and June 7, 2011) minutes were
read, presented and accepted.
Senior Warden’s Report: Ham
noted the present Sunday Service
schedule would be kept in place until the
arrival of a new Rector. The Rev. Dr.
Bob Cook would also continue as
supply priest for as long as is needed.
Ham reported the Mission Trip, with
the exception of two participants had
been canceled for this summer.
Discussion for the formation of a ST
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mission trip for 2012 summer is in
process.
Ham noted the personalized Bibles
given to ST graduates and their
appreciation.
The ST participation in the Diocesan
Nets for Life was summarized.
Ham reported he had received the
2012 Diocesan Assessment - no action
required.
Junior Warden: Graham reported
the cost of new roof for the Parish Hall:
$30,747.50.
She further advised a work day to be
scheduled at the Rectory. Graham
reported that Danny Rivardo of
Stafford Lawn Care would assume lawn
maintenance and in the resignation of
Joanne Piazza, Sexton had hired Diane
Allen.
It was decided to defer a regular
Vestry meeting in July, due to the
ongoing Rector Search, which would in
all likelihood necessitate a called
meeting. Two new candidate names had
been received, while a third was in
process.
The next regular meeting will be
held in August.
Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth Treadwell, clerk

Marketing Survey
Sunday July 10
See full story on page 11
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Christian Education
Photo courtesy of Jim McCloskey

One major development is that our
Sunday School lessons are now digital!
I recently purchased an Apple iPad 2
and I love it and they love it. I purchased
and downloaded our favorite Bible, the
Good News Bible. The children still
read each week’s lesson out loud, but
they read it on the iPad. It’s quite an
experience for them. The app also
contains no less that 20 menu items,
such as the miracles of Jesus, a Bible
timeline, Bible quizzes, the parables of
Jesus, maps of the holy lands, a Bible
dictionary, well you get the picture.
Please ask me to show you this truly
wonderful Bible app. It’s easy to use and
so much fun.

We use it in other ways, as well. One
of the Easter lessons used the image of a
butterfly emerging from its cocoon, to
highlight the wonder of the
Resurrection. The task was to draw a
large outline of a butterfly and color it as
beautifully as they wished. I asked Sam
Thorn to go online to find suitable
images that we could use as a pattern.
He found many to choose from. Each
child selected their favorite one and
spent 1/2 an hour or so pondering the
gift of eternal life. Since the iPad multitasks, we also played their favorite
music at the same time they were
drawing their butterflies!
Another task was for me to play the

Sam and Helen Thorn, with Daniel and John
using the iPad to explore Haiti.
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Continued from page 5

Christian Education

role of a news reporter, interviewing as
each child, who played the role of
various people watching Jesus’
triumphant entry into Jerusalem on
Palm Sunday. As an added touch of
realism, I recorded their comments on
my iPhone, using it instead of a
traditional microphone. While I only
recorded the audio of their comments, I
could just as easily do it as a video and
post it on our webpage. There are many
possibilities for this wonderful tool.
I’m also proud to announce that the
Vestry approved something that I’ve
wanted to do for some time now:
financially sponsor a child in need. We
selected Holt International as the
organization to contact. Quoting from
their website: “Orphaned, abandoned
and vulnerable children around the
world need love; they need belonging
and security. At Holt International
Children's Services, we believe that
families meet these needs better than
any alternative. Holt International, a
Christian organization founded over 50
years ago, continues to be a world leader
in international adoption and child
welfare programs that enable children to
have families of their own. Holt
International is dedicated to carrying
out God's plan for every child to have a
permanent, loving family.”
So how does St. Thomas fit into this
picture? We provide only $30 per month
to sponsor such a child in need, for a
temporary period of time, usually 6
months to 2 years, until that child is
adopted into their “permanent, loving
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family”. Our children have asked Holt
to find a 9 to 12 year old girl from Haiti.
It wasn’t a hard choice: 9 to 12 is about
the age of our children; girls (and
women) historically are treated poorly
and often abused; and Haiti because
thousands of children were orphaned by
the devastating earthquake of 2010 that
killed over 200,000 people. Holt will be
sending us our packet in a couple of
weeks. So, by the time you’re reading
this, we hope to have the picture and the
story of a specific child.
Each week, before we begin our
lesson, we hold hands around our tables
and pray about and for different things.
But one thing we always ask God is for
all the children of the world: that they all
might have sufficient food to eat, clean
water to drink, suitable clothes to wear,
a home or safe haven (free from war and
abuse), schools to attend, someone to
hug and love them, medical care for
their healing and God’s presence and
comfort when they’re dying. Yet, I
submit to you that now it’s different, it’s
more. Our children can now lay their
hands directly on that photo or on that
child’s handwritten signature and
somehow be transported into her very
presence, a sort of Holy Spirit
wormhole. We’ll keep you posted.
Jim McCloskey
Sunday School Superintendent
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NetsForLife

Photo courtesy of Tom Balsley

St. Thomas’ official participation in
the Nets for Life Inspiration Fund got
off to a flying and buzzing start at the
11:00 a.m. service on Trinity Sunday,
June 19, 2011 when the congregation
was introduced to a small winged
delegation representing the anopheles,
or the deadly female mosquito malarial
carrier.

to distribute 7 million nets over the next
3 years. The global goal is to eradicate
Malaria.
This is where St. Thomas, working
with Episcopal Relief & Development
comes in. Over the course of the next 11
months we will be helping to contribute
to this net distribution promise through
the raising of funds to purchase the nets.
The participation of all St. Thomas
parishioners will be sought as we
develop the
project
over the
course of
the year.

Complete with silver faces, scary
stingers, and gauzy wings the Saint
Thomas
Sunday
School
children
playfully
portrayed,
what in
The St.
reality is an
Thomas
indiscrimi
representat
nate and
i v e s
lethal killer
responsibl
across Sube for this
Saharan
g l o b a l
Africa outreach
w h e r e Martha Balsley, Representative for "Nets for Life," and project are
every 60 the mosquitoes from the Youth Sunday School Class M a r t h a
seconds a
Balsley
child dies
and Elizabeth Treadwell. News about
from malaria and where each year 90% the project will be found monthly in the
of all malaria deaths occur.
Tidings, and as well, congregational
activities are being planned.
Essentially Nets for Life delivers
insecticide treated nets to communities
So thank you Martha, Jim and
across 17 countries in Africa through children for this intro to our new
partnering with churches and faith- outreach effort.
based groups in remote communities.
Over the next three years and working at
the grassroots level within the Episcopal
community the program has promised

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Happy Anniversary Ed!
At the end of their
weekly rehearsal on
Wednesday evening
June 15, the choir
celebrated Ed
Spencer’s 6th
anniversary with us at
St. Thomas. It’s hard to
believe that he began
his ministry as organist
/ choir director here
exactly six years ago
on June 15, 2005.
Many thanks Ed for all
of your faithful service
and your devotion to
assuring that the music
fits the theme of the
lessons each Sunday!

Welcome Diane!
A warm St.
Thomas’ welcome to
Diane Allen, our new
custodian for the
sanctuary through the
Pipkin Parlor. At the
present time she is
doing the cleaning on
Thursday afternoons.
Many thanks also to
Joanne Piazza for her
faithful service to us in
keeping these areas
clean the last few
years.
8
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Notes of Thanks
Dear St. Thomas,
I realize that I have attended St.
Thomas for only 3 years but in that short
period of time, you have become like a
family to me. When I first arrived,
Father Howard and the congregation
were so welcoming to me any my mom.
And I cannot thank you all enough for
that. I will miss all the times I have
served and all the youth group meetings
and activities. I will be sure to come
back to church when I come home to
visit. I want to thank you for the
beautiful Bible you have given me and I
really appreciate it.
Love,
Amanda Stone

Members of St. Thomas,
I want to thank you for the Bible I
received for graduation. It was a
beautiful gift and was greatly
appreciated. Thank you for your
continued support throughout the years.
Your thoughts and prayers have meant a
lot.
Love,
Matt Trent

Thank you for adding me to your
church prayer list. I truly do appreciate
the prayers, I need them.
I am better, just slow to recover. My
oxygen level remains low and I need it
high.
Thank each of you for all your
prayers and kind thoughts.
Sincerely,
Wanda B. Phibbs

The Reidsville Soup Kitchen, Inc.
would like to take this opportunity to
express their sincere appreciation for
your recent expression of goodwill.
($95.75)
Support such as yours ensures the
continuation of this much needed
community project.

Many thanks to the Rev. Bob Cook,
Sandy, Rob and Sunny Grace for all of
their help and service to St. Thomas over
the last months. Be sure to be here on
Sunday July 31 for their last “official”
Sunday with us. We do hope, however,
that we will see them again in the near
future.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Mission Trip
Please be in prayer for this summer’s
mission trip that will be July 8th thru the
16th.
If you would like to make a monetary
donation towards the mission trip to
Greenwood, Mississippi, please see
Richard Piazza.

Meals on Wheels
St. Thomas delivers Meals on
Wheels one Friday a month. We need
people to help with this ministry. If you
are willing to help, please contact
Jeanne Horsley (342-2869) or Dot
Ferneyhough (349-3630).

Lemonade

Lemonade
on the
Lawn
‘Tis once again the season for
Lemonade on the Lawn following the
11:00 service. We hope that you will
enjoy the lemonade, cookies and
fellowship, and if you would be willing
to help, just stop by the office and sign
up for one of the summer Sundays.

Altar Flowers & Altar Guild
If you would like to place flowers on
the altar in memory or in honor of
someone, please contact the church
office to schedule a date.
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Our Altar Guild at work! Suzanne
Howard and Elisabeth Pugh cutting
Queen Anne's Lace on the side of the
road.
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ShrimpFest 2011

In Loving Memory
Please pray for the
repose of the souls of

Gerald Montaigne Jr.
father of Gerald Montaigne III
d. May 24, 2011
Please let Parker Graham or
Elisabeth Pugh know if you would be
available to help those poor shrimp lose
their heads. At this time we are looking
at Thursday morning July 14. If
you’re available to help, please let one
of them know ahead of time. Also, if you
have any empty 5-quart ice cream
containers for storing the shrimp, please
bring them to the kitchen.
Meanwhile, be sure to mark your
calendar for ShrimpFest 2011 on
Friday September 16!

Jim Masten
brother of Sandy Cook

Eva Spencer
mother of Ed Spencer
d. June 27, 2011
May light perpetual shine upon them.

Fill the Tub

Marketing Survey
N e x t S u n d a y , J u l y 1 0 t h,
representatives from the marketing
group Blumark Outreach will be
attending both the 8:30 and 11:00 am
services to conduct a congregational
survey. The services of Blumark
Outreach were approved by the Vestry
in order to study the members’ and our
surrounding community’s ideas and
knowledge of church and of St. Thomas.
The results of this work will provide
target areas to attract visitors/new
members as well as re-connect with
existing members. Please know that
your participation in this approximate
65-question survey is vital to
determining our future. Thank you for
your help!

Please help us
reach out to others
in our community
by donating nonperishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for
July are:

dry beans
tomatoes
potatoes
mixed vegetables
mac & cheese
coffee
soap
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Thoughts on Stewardship
Last month the novel selected for the
book club to which Martha and I belong
was The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak.
It has been a best-seller on the NY Times
list for some time and has been widely
acclaimed in literary circles.
The story begins in the late 1930's in
Hitler-dominated Germany and is told
through the eyes of a young girl named
Liesel Meminger. This was a period
marked by cruelty and fear but was also
a time remembered for remarkable acts
of bravery and kindness. Many of us in
America had a preconceived viewpoint
that practically all German people
emulated the attributes of their Nazi
leaders. However, a closer look revealed
the desperate poverty and starvation in
the lives of the average citizenry. Even
in the midst of the reign of terror that
engulfed the land, we witness
courageous deeds such as Liesel's
parents hiding a Jewish man in their
basement. Such an act meant death to
anyone caught resisting the
government's efforts to eradicate the
Jewish religious sect.
Liesel lived in a town called
Molching, which was close enough to
Munich to see Jews being marched to
the Dachau Camp nearby. One of the
most touching moments in this story
takes place as a procession of Jews went
through the town. Liesel's father, in a
moment of compassion, offers a piece of
bread to an emaciated man. Because of
this, her father and the Jewish prisoner
were brutally whipped and Liesel's
family lived in fear for some time after
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the incident. Later on, when another
group was paraded in route to Dachau,
Liesel recognizes a Jewish man and
begins waking along with the captives.
She too was beaten. I could not help but
wonder if I would have had the courage
to have been so Christ-like in the face of
such danger.
Lastly, Liesel was obsessed with
learning to read. She concluded that
words are the most powerful of all
weapons. She knew that this war was
fought because of the message of Adolf
Hitler – a man whose proclamations
caused so many to die. We are reminded
that the power of words has and always
will remain a force for evil or for good.
Tom Balsley

ROCKINGHAM COUNTY
FREE ADULT
DENTAL CLINIC
Friday & SATURDAY JULY 8 & 9
DOORS OPEN AT 6AM
Reidsville Christian Church
2020 South
. Park Dr
Volunteers Wanted!
Equipment set-up and tear down
Greeters, Translators, Registration
Food Service, Runners, Patient Escorts
Nurses & Health Care Professionals
All Dental Professionals
Register at www.ncdental.org
For volunteer info, contact:
Dental: Scott Vines (336.342.1581)
Community: Janet Rakestraw (janet@rockcomom.org)
This is a free service sponsored by
NCDS Missions of Mercy, Local Dentists
Local Businesses and Churches
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“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Beauty Works
May 29
6th Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

10
44

Hair - Nails - Tanning
2040C Rankin Mill Rd

June 5
7th Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

12
60

Dynamic Fitness

June 12
Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

13
54

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive

June 19
1st Sunday after Pentecost
Trinity Sunday

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

12
48

June 26
2nd Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

12
46

156 N. Scales St.

Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 66,524.16
When you’re ready to
$ 48,495.44
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
$ 18,028.72
listen.

Pledge Report
May 2011
Total Revenue

$ 11,968.40

Total Operations Expenses $ 12,192.10
Difference
16

- $ 223.70

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector

• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt
Diane Allen

349-3511
349-3511

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Freda Watt 342-2305
rlwattiii@gmail.com
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
John Pugh 656-4664
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 616-1029
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Tom Ham
Senior Warden
932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

Bill Horsley
Outreach & Community Involvement
342-2869
susyandbill@bellsouth.net

Elisabeth Pugh
Fellowship & Parish Life
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Parker Graham
Junior Warden / Nuts & Bolts
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Alex Melchert
Worship & Parish Life
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Elizabeth Treadwell
Clerk
Worship & Parish Life
336-623-1057
bookar@earthlink.net

Chris Hicks
Outreach
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Starr McHugh
Worship & Parish Life
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com

Melodie Watt
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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VESTRY
Graduate Sunday
- Lemonade on the Lawn
Photos courtesy of Elisabeth Pugh

Photo courtesy of Jim McCloskey
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Welcoming the Miles family to our St. Thomas’ family

July 2011
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