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Response to Canon Hunn
What is it about your congregation that makes it
special, unique and different from other Episcopal
Churches?
Our congregation has a strong passion for the
community work in which we are involved. St. Thomas
was instrumental in the formation of many outreach
programs in our community, including the soup kitchen
and food distribution center. We remain involved through
our youth serving at the soup kitchen, and we continue to
collect canned food items for the food center. We continue
to host an annual Thanksgiving lunch in our parish hall.
Approximately 500 meals are served, some at the church
and some delivered to shut ins. Our church members
organize the meal, coordinating with other churches in the
area. We take pride in these areas of service to our
community.
Another aspect of our congregation that makes us
unique and special is our ability
to persevere. Our community
is primarily rural. We have felt
the impact of lost industry in
both manufacturing and
agriculture. Even in these hard
economic times, we continue
our missions with heart and
without fail.
We have learned in times of
transition how to “agree to
disagree.” We have learned to
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Continued on page 4

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
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Vestry Highlights - March 2011
Vestry Highlights from March 7,
2011 ST. meeting.
All members were present with the
exception of Melodie Watt.

ST Annual Fair Share to the Diocese
amount had been adjusted from 12% to
11.5% for an adjustment of $822.00,
due to the excellent giving rate of
diocesan churches.

Senior Warden Tom Ham convened
the meeting at 7:00 p.m. and read the
devotions.

Ham reported The Rev. Bob Cook
will serve as supply priest to ST for the
months of April and May.

Sunday School Superintendent Jim
McCloskey presented an overview of
the children’s Sunday school activities.
He advised the full support of the vestry
was crucial to the success of the Sunday
School program. He indicated the
sponsorship of a child for a year through
the Holt International Program was a
priority goal for the coming year.

Bishop Marble will be visiting May
15th.

The February minutes were
presented and accepted.
Treasurer’s Report: John Pugh
indicated February had been a good
month with all expenses coming in well
under budget. He reported a line item
account would be created for all ST
fundraising activities which would
more easily reflect any resulting profits.

Parker Graham, Junior Warden,
reported all telephones now ring,
including the kitchen phone.
Noting conflicts with budgeting and
accounts receivables Ham
recommended date of the vestry
meeting be changed to the second
Monday of each month. Members
agreed to the change.
The next meeting will be held April
11, 2011, at 7:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth Treadwell

Bill Horsley observed that $500.00
from the Men’s Club be used to fund a
new plat survey of the ST campus. This
is to comply with new city ordinance
and in support of new ST signage
project. Chris Hicks will make the
arrangements for the survey to be
conducted by Obie Chambers.
Senior Warden Ham indicated the
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Response to Canon Hunn
Continued from page 1

be more open with each other and to
respect all opinions. This has made us
more unified and helped us to
understand that the work we do is not for
our own gain.
We have many characteristics that
make us special and unique. We take
pride in our strengths and recognize our
weaknesses.
What is God calling you to do in
the next 3 years? Be specific.
God is calling us to focus on
increasing attendance and membership.
We have recently organized a
membership/marketing committee to
address this issue. We want our Priest
to focus on spiritual ministry, and guide
us as we work toward increasing our
congregation. We truly feel this to be a
partnership effort.
God is calling us to focus on our
youth. By expanding existing Christian
Education programs for our youth,
collaborating youth activities with other
churches, and working closer with our
Day School, we can work to increase
our youth interest and numbers.
God is calling us to continue our
outreach ministry and consider new
outreach projects. We have discussed a
homeless shelter in the city, but that will
require extensive study as to
sustainability. We find renewed energy
and purpose when we have the
opportunity to come together as a
congregation. We feel that our job is to
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deliver God’s work by being his hands
and feet. The members of St. Thomas
excel in being God’s hands and feet.
What sort of priestly leadership do
you need to help you BE the specific
wonderful unique congregation you
are and DO the things God is calling
you to do?
We need an energetic priest who is
confident and willing to accept
challenges. Our priest will have the
ability to be our spiritual leader and will
nurture us as individuals and as a
congregation. We need a partner and
leader in the work we hope to achieve as
described above.

Easter Breakfast
9:30 a.m.
in the
Parish House

“All Are Welcome!”
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Episcopal Day School
On April 1st, the preschoolers will
hold their Annual Spring
Program/Fund-raiser. The two year
old class will sing and do hand motions
to the songs “I’m a Little Teapot” and
“The Wheels on the Bus”. Both classes
will perform “Jesus Loves Me” in sign
language. The three/four year old class
will also present the musical, “The Little
Red Hen.” Parents and friends will have
a catered meal following the
production. Some very nice door prizes
have been donated by local merchants.
Thank you to everyone that has
supported our fund-raiser by purchasing
raffle tickets.
Please see the information in this
newsletter and the Sunday bulletin for
information about our Annual

Geranium Sale. Call the school at
349-3511 x106 if you need additional
information.
Registration for the summer Kids’
Morning Out program continues as
well as registration for the 2011-2012
school year. If interested, please contact
us soon as spaces are filling up.
Please sign up to read a story to
our children!
We would LOVE to have guests
come and read our class a book. We are
flexible with our schedule and the
children love the new faces that come in
to share with them. A sign up sheet will
be posted at the entrance of the
sanctuary. You can bring your own book
or we will have some available.

2011 Spring Plant Sale Fund Raiser
Episcopal Day School’s annual geranium sale is underway.
We are selling the same beautiful geraniums that we have sold the past several years.
Profits will go toward supplies for the school.
Colors
Red - Pink - Salmon - Violet (Fuschia) - White
$6 each
Orders and payment are due by April 28th, 2011
Geraniums can be picked up Wednesday, May 4th
Return bottom portion to one of the teachers or to the church office.
Make checks payable to “Episcopal Day School”

Name:
Red

Pink

Salmon

Violet
(Fuschia)

White
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Holy Week Services

Free Book Swap

Community Holy Week Services
12:05 - 1:00 p.m. Daily

Calling all readers - would you be
interested in a free book swap? There
are quite a few of us who like to read and
are not sure what to do with books that
we have finished reading while waiting
to donate them to the ECW bazaar or the
book sale at the library. There is a book
case in the youth room of the parish
house that was not being used so we are
putting the books there and borrowing
whatever we want to read off of the
shelves. If you would like to borrow a
book or add to the collection feel free to
do so.

Monday April 18
Jerusalem United Holy Church
Tuesday April 19
Woodmont United Methodist Church
Wednesday April 20
Baptist Temple Church
Thursday April 21
Elm Grove Baptist Church
Friday April 22
Stations of the Cross
Beginning at
Main Street United Methodist Church
St. Thomas’ will ALSO host a
“STATIONS OF THE CROSS”
in their Parish Hall for
those who cannot walk the full route.

Stitches of Love
Please join us every Thursday
morning or the 4th Tuesday night.

EYC - Bird Feeders
While you are planning your spring
garden remember that EYC still has
several bird feeders that are made with
the metal roof shingles from the church
for sale for $20.00 each. Contact
Elisabeth Pugh if you would like to
purchase one.
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Directory Update
To keep your directory up-to-date,
please make note of a new phone
number for Kathy Gentle:

336-344-4033

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Jeanne & Bill
Horsley on the birth of their grandson,
Patrick Ryan Mailly who was born
March 23rd.

Meals on Wheels
St. Thomas delivers Meals on
Wheels one Friday a month. We need
people to help with this ministry. If you
are willing to help, please contact
Jeanne Horsley (342-2869) or Dot
Ferneyhough (349-3630).
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ECW Morning Chapter

In Loving Memory

We will meet on Tuesday, April 12th
at 10:30 in the Vestry Room. We are
learning about a different “Good Girl,
Bad Girl” of the Old Testament each
month. So, if you have not been able to
join us in a while, come hear about this
month’s selection and decide for
yourself was she “Good” or “Bad”.

Please pray for the
repose of the souls of

ECW Retreat
Our annual ECW
Retreat is scheduled
for Saturday, April 16
from 9:30-2:30. We
will meet at St.
Thomas at 9:00 for
carpooling.

Samuel Gordon Davis, Sr.,
father of Stephanie Trent
d. March 21, 2011

Henry Foeller
brother of Bob Foeller
d. March 22, 2011
May light perpetual shine upon them.

Fill the Tub

The retreat will be
held at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
in Greensboro and will be led by The
Reverend Virginia Herring, Assistant
to the Rector at Holy Trinity. We will
look at Exodus 33:14 and “Claiming
God's Promise of Rest.” Cost for the
lunch is $7.00 and reservations need to
be made by April 10.
Contact Jenny Wilkins in the
church office or Jeanne Horsley to
make a reservation.

ECW Meetings
ECW board meeting Thursday, April
7th at 11:45 at the Vault; General
meeting Sunday, April 10th following
the 11:00 service.

Please help us
reach out to others
in our community
by donating nonperishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for
April are:

corn
pork & beans
mac & cheese
coffee
sugar
Boost or Ensure
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Thoughts on Stewardship

ER-D: NetsForLife

As Ash Wednesday has just passed,
I am thinking about what I need to do to
make this Lenten season more
meaningful. We are fortunate that the
Episcopal Church emphasizes this time
of year, along with the other liturgical
seasons. Whereas this is a period of
preparation for Easter, it also gives us
time to rededicate our lives to following
more closely the example of Jesus.

Bishop Curry said in an open letter to
the Episcopal Church Women, "the
diocese could save the lives of 100,000
people." He went onto write, "If you
believed that it was possible I suspect
you might say something like, 'if we can
do it, why don't we?' Well, it is possible,
we can do it, and we are by God's grace
going to. We are about to launch a
NetsforLife campaign throughout the
Diocese of North Carolina in
partnership with Episcopal Relief &
Development. Our goal is a bold one
and daring one. It is to purchase and
deliver 40,000 nets. One net
representing each confirmed
communicant in the Diocese of North
Carolina. One net can provide
protection for three people from
mosquitoes during the night. One net
costs only $12. It is possible. We can do
it. And by God's grace, we will."
The campaign is running from
Convention 2011 through Convention
2012. Keep watching for info from our
St. Thomas NetsForLife representative.

How are some of the ways we can do
this? One suggestion is to develop a
devotional practice such as a meditation
(our Forward Day by Day), reading the
Daily Office from the Book of Common
Prayer, or incorporating Centering
Prayer into our spiritual practice. These
are ways of being more focused and
grounded.
In our church we often talk about an
outward sign of an inward grace.
Outward signs are how we are able to
show others that our beliefs are
meaningful. Lent is that time in which
we can make a conscientious effort on
our part to live out a life of thanksgiving,
forgiveness, generosity, tolerance and
kindness. And I like to think of Lent as
God's gift of a “mulligan” in life or a doover – a chance to get things right.
Henri Nouwen says it best when he
writes, “This is the mystery of the
Christian life: to receive a new life, a
new identity, which depends not on
what we can achieve, but on what we are
willing to receive from God as God's
beloved.”
Tom Balsley
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“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

Beauty Works
Hair - Nails - Tanning
2040C Rankin Mill Rd

8:30 a.m.
February 27
8th Sunday after the Epiphany 11:00 a.m.

16
51

8:30 a.m.
March 6
Last Sunday after the Epiphany11:00 a.m.

17
57

7:00 p.m.

30

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive

March 13
1st Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

7
48

Dean Brown
Shear Performance

March 20
2nd Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

15
61

March 27
3rd Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

9
42

Ash Wednesday

Dynamic Fitness
156 N. Scales St.

If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
February 2011 Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 12,296.84 $ 20,355.21
Total Revenue
When you’re ready to
Total Operations Expenses $ 7,502.43 $ 20,080.50
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
$ 274.71
$ 4,794.41
Difference
listen.

Pledge Report

16
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector

• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Freda Watt 342-2305
rlwattiii@gmail.com
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
John Pugh 656-4664
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Tom Ham
Senior Warden
932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

Bill Horsley
Outreach & Community Involvement
342-2869
susyandbill@bellsouth.net

Elisabeth Pugh
Fellowship & Parish Life
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Parker Graham
Junior Warden / Nuts & Bolts
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Alex Melchert
Worship & Parish Life
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Elizabeth Treadwell
Clerk
Worship & Parish Life
336-623-1057
bookar@earthlink.net

Chris Hicks
Outreach
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Starr McHugh
Worship & Parish Life
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com

Melodie Watt
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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VESTRY
Easter
Lily Order

Easter Lily Order
Deadline to order - Sunday, April 17
If you are interested in placing a Lily in the sanctuary for Easter, please
contact the church office at 349-3511 or fill in the information below and
place in the offering plate. The cost is $10.00 each and they may be
placed in memory or honor of someone.

# Lilies ($10.00 each)

________

Given for______________________________________________
(please check one)

Memory _____ Honor _____

Given By ______________________________________________
Phone Number __________________________________
VESTRY
Episcopal Day
School - Upcoming Events

*Raffle ticket sales continue until March 31st. Each ticket is $1 and prizes are
$100 cash, $100 gas allowance (compliments of Rentz Oil) $50 Savings Bond
(compliments of Home Savings). See Elisabeth Pugh or any of the teachers to
purchase.
*Geranium sale begins in April. Information is on page 5 of this newsletter and
in the Sunday bulletins. Call 349-3511 x106 for more information. Orders and
money need to be in by April 28th.
*Readers are invited to come and share a book with the preschoolers! A sign up
sheet will be available near the doors of the sanctuary beginning in April. Bring
your own book or use one of ours.
*Registration for the summer and fall classes are underway. Registration forms
are available from the teachers or in the church office.
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