Tidings
St. Thomas
Episcopal Church

315 Lindsey Street

Reidsville, NC 27320

Planning
Ahead...

Sunday
February 6
Pancake Supper
Organizational
Meeting
following the
11:00 service

336-349-3511

February 2011

195th Annual Convention
Held in Winston-Salem at Benton Convention Center –
Bob Lee and Freda and I (Martha Balsley).
Theme: REFLECTING THE RADICAL WELCOME
OF JESUS BY BEING A CHURCH FOR OTHERS
We saw a video on the formation of the Episcopal
church in NC from colonial days onward. This video will
be sent to each parish. I thought it would make an excellent
Lenten dinner program.
Bishop Curry's address was the highlight of the
morning. His Biblical text was Matthew 28 which tells
about the risen Jesus when he tells his followers to meet
him in Galilee. Galilee at the time of Jesus was a place of
Continued on page 6

Saturday
February 12
6:30 PM
Dinner Party
at the
McHugh’s
home
“All Are Welcome”
www.StThomasReidsville.org

Farewell Reception for Vicki and Kevin
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham
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Vestry Highlights - January 2011
JANUARY 16, 2011 VESTRY
MEETING WITH VISITING
REGIONAL PRIEST, TRAWIN
MALONE
The Vestry met with Trawin Malone,
following the 11:00 a.m. service and
over lunch a general discussion was
held which focused on the search
process as ST prepares to seek new
clergy.
Rev. Malone advised on the
mechanics of the search and the role he
will play. Following the Vestry meeting
with Cannon Hunn, scheduled for Jan.
25, 2011, Rev. Malone offered to not
only serve as supply clergy as his
schedule allowed, but offered to assist in
the active search process.
The regular monthly vestry meeting
took place following Rev. Malone’s
departure. All Vestry members were
present.
Senior Warden, Tom Ham presided
over the meeting.

A newly created Marketing
Campaign with dedicated funding was
high-lighted in response to growing
concerns about ST membership. Vestry
voted to allow M. Watt to begin the
necessary groundwork for the
campaign, which will be composed into
a small committee whose members will
be drawn from the congregation.
Proposed Outreach expenses was
increased from $1,000 to $2,500 which
will also reduce ST Diocesan
Assessment. Separate Motions carried
to accept both the 2010 and Amended
2011 Proposed Budget as presented by
the Treasurer, John Pugh.
Senior Warden, Ham reported the ST
Parochial Report would be presented at
February’s meeting to meet the March
1st deadline.
The motion carried to change the
Vestry meeting time. The Vestry will
now meet the 1st Monday of each month
at 7:00 p.m.

The motion carried to accept the
December 2010 minutes.

Fellowship and Parish Life reported
a proposed Parish dinner party was in
the planning stages for February.

Treasurer’s Report: Pugh reported
total pledge income at year’s end was
$137,686.00, which reflected a
$5,686.00 increase. An overall budget
deficit of 9.3% was closed utilizing
various interest accumulated accounts.

Ham reported Tom Balsley had
requested to facilitate a 12 week Adult
Sunday Series. The Vestry voted to
endorse the request.
There being no further business the
meeting was adjourned at 2:50 p.m.

The treasurer presented the 2011
proposed ST Budget.

Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth Treadwell

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Dinner Party
SAVE THE DATE:
FEBRUARY 12, 2011
TIME: 6:30 P.M.
PLACE:
Starr & Peter McHugh’s home
915 Country Club Drive
Reidsville, NC
The St. Thomas’ Fellowship and
Parish Life Committee is hosting a
dinner party to ward off the winter time
blues, February 12, 2011.
Why not come in from the cold with
a delectable entre, side, or dessert to
share and or a sparkling bottle of your
own preference to partake of some
dazzling conversation and fellowship?

Supply Priests
Supply Priests
Scheduled for February
February 6
The Rev. Rod Reinecke
February 13
The Rev. Rod Reinecke
February 20
The Rev. Nelson Hodgkins
February 27
The Rev. Rod Reinecke

Come with a significant other, a
friend or even just your shadow - we’d
just love to see you there.
Directions and transportation can be
provided - just let Jenny Wilkins, the
St. Thomas’ secretary know at 336-3493511, and remember to save the date:
FEBRUARY 12, 2011.

The Rev. Rod Reinecke
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Episcopal Day School
The month of January brought lots of
snow and ice and so we missed a full
week of school. Safety is our main
concern for the children and for the
parents so we won’t take risks on bad
weather days. We got back into the
groove of school after the snow and ice
melted and the teachers and kids were
glad to be back into their routine. We
continue to move along with our letters
while reinforcing the numbers, colors
and shapes we have already learned.
We want to welcome Elisabeth
Pugh and Parker Graham to the
Episcopal Day School board. We
appreciate them agreeing to serve as
church representatives to the school
board.
Registration for the 2011-2012
school year will begin mid-February.
We will accept a total of 6 children in the
two year old class and 15 children in the
three/four year old class. If you or

someone you know would like a
registration/information packet, please
see one of the teachers or pick one up in
the church office. We expect openings
in both classes but there have already
been several calls so early registration is
best.
If you like to live green, we have a
good way for you to recycle some
unwanted items. Our school uses
several items for crafts that you may
have around your home that you no
longer need. We would love to have
your extra, unwanted buttons, ribbons,
lace, material, foam, bubble wrap,
posterboard, etc. We also use empty
plastic containers for paint such as the
individual serving applesauce or fruit
cup containers. If you have an item or
items that you think we might can use,
just give us a call 349-3511 x106.
Happy Valentine’s Day!

Adult Sunday School: New Testament Series
Starting Sunday, January 30th, our
adult Sunday School Class will begin a
series on The New Testament. This will
be a DVD presentation taught by Dr.
Bart Ehrman, head of the Religion
Department at UNC-Chapel Hill. The
first four lectures will deal with the
historical context in which the New
Testament was written. The second four
lectures will examine the gospels of
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The
final four lectures will examine the

historical Jesus and
what he said and
did. This will be a
format similar to
that of our Amy-Jill
Levine series of
studies on the Old
Testament. Please
join us for a
learning and
sharing experience.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Dr. Bart Ehrman
Photo courtesy of
www.bartdehrman.com
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195th Annual Convention of the Diocese of NC
many different races and cultures. The
Bishop used Galilee as a metaphor for
our time and place also. He gave a
wonderful tribute to Kermit Bailey as
an example of someone who “brought
the love of Christ to all people.” [See
excerpt from the Bishop’s address on
page 10]
He told us about Nets For Life, a
program supported by our diocese to
provide mosquito nets for people in subSahara Africa.
He informed us that proceeds from
the sale of The Summit will go to fund a
mission and ministry program and to
fund a council of advice to reach young
adults with the Gospel called the Galilee
Initiative.
Good news: our diocesan asking
will drop from 12% to 11.5% due to
money being left over from the 2010
budget.
Our diocese is encouraging parishes
to become environmental stewards. As
an example, coffee and juice at our
hospitality table were served in real
glasses and ceramic coffee cups—and
this was for 650 people. Many churches
are making a NO STYROFOAM
pledge.
I want to tell you a little bit about
Nets for Life. Every minute a child in
sub-Sahara Africa dies from malaria.
The national Episcopal church is
contributing seven-tenths of its annual
budget to Nets for Life. Something as
simple as one mosquito net can save up
to three lives. The goal of our diocese is
to provide 40,000 mosquito nets. We
will have some opportunities to
participate in this program. We
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collected canned food (goal of 5000
cans) and we made felt Bible figures for
children in the Diocese of Costa Rica for
telling stories of the Bible. On Thursday
night [at the Convention Eucharist]
there was a liturgy of Repentance and
Reconciliation for the legacy of slavery.
Since we were not spending the night,
we didn’t attend this but I heard that it
was very moving.
The keynote speaker on Friday was
the Rev. Stephanie Spellars, [author of
Radical Welcome] a grad of Wake Forest
and a very dynamic young woman. She
is a priest in Boston. She challenged us:
What happens when mainline churches
move beyond diversity and inclusion,
swing the doors open and fully embrace
the transforming gifts, voices, and
power of marginalized cultures and
groups? Radical welcome!
Besides the vote on lowering the
asking from 12% to 11.5%, there really
were no controversial resolutions.
Next year the keynote speaker will be
Presiding Bishop Katherine JeffertsSchori.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

195th Annual Convention of the Diocese of NC
Part of the Exhibit area at Convention

Convention volunteers cutting out felt Bible characters for Sunday School kits for children in our
Companion Diocese of Costa Rica and in Hispanic and Latino Episcopal churches here.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

7

Thank You!!!
“Thank you for this
book bag
for home.
Thank you for
the food you gave us.”

“Thank you for all your
HELP!
Thank you for the
FOOD you give us!”

“Dear St. Thomas church,
I love the food
I share it with my brother
and uncle
Love Michael”

“Dear St. Thomas church,
Thank you for the mac and cheese
and the milk
Love Tristan”

“Dear St. Thomas church,
Thank you so much for donating the back packs of food you give
South End Students.”
8
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Thank You!!!
“To: Thomas Church
From Kai
Thank You Thomas church
Thank you for giveing (sp) us food
my family rile needed this food.
Have a Happy Holiday”

“Thank you from your South End Friends”

“Thank you for back pack bags
from your
South End friends”
“Dear St. Thomas church,
I thank you for the food.
My sister eats the
apple sauce and I drink
the juice.”

“Thank you for giveing (sp)
me the food for my family.
And I wish you a Merry Christmas.”

“Dear St. Thomas Church,
I love the food.
My favorite food is the fruit.
Love George”

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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The Bishop’s Address: A Tribute to Kermit Bailey
Excerpt from The Pastoral Address of
the Right Reverend Michael B. Curry,
“Come, Let Us Go To Galilee”, delivered on
Friday, January 21, 2011 at the 195th
Annual Convention of the Diocese of North
Carolina.

...Two of our deacons who died last
year, Kermit Bailey and Carter Lofton,
left this Diocese and the churches they
served, Ascension Church, Fork, and
Holy Comforter, Charlotte, with
incredible legacies of service and
witness. Largely because of Kermit’s
leadership, the Episcopal Church of the
Ascension in Fork -- a congregation of
72 baptized members -- makes sure that
over a hundred schoolchildren who
might not have meals on weekends get
backpacks of food to take home each
Friday. They also provide meals for over
a thousand people every month through

their food pantry. That’s what we need
deacons to lead us in doing.
...That’s what we need deacons to
lead us in doing -- to take us out beyond
the doors of the church into God’s
mission field, the sanctuary of the
streets.
Imagine what our Diocese could
accomplish with forty or fifty deacons
like Kermit Bailey and Carter Lofton
helping us become a Church for others.
They and many others like them have
inspired us to ask you, the members of
this Convention, to help make felt Bible
characters for Sunday School kits for
children in our Companion Diocese of
Costa Rica and in Hispanic and Latino
Episcopal churches here...

Total of Plate Offerings & Other Gifts: 2010
Soup Kitchen
Pennies for Habitat
Rector’s Discretionary Fund
Episcopal Relief & Development
Outreach Fd/Vestry
Fund Raiser - Youth
Bishop’s Fund
Maundy Thursday - Rector’s Discretionary Fund
Penick Village
Mission Fund
Thompson’s Children’s Home
Thanksgiving Dinner Fund
Christmas - Rector’s Discretionary Fund
Total Giving

Collectively We Make a Difference!
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$ 900.00
813.39
1,833.48
364.68
2,054.89
300.00
130.28
34.00
30.00
994.96
20.00
20.00
263.06
7,978.74

ECW Morning Chapter

In Loving Memory

Please join us on Tuesday, February
8th at 10:30 am in the Vestry Room.

Please pray for the
repose of the soul of

Stitches of Love

Tina Duncan Mercado

Stitches will again make a quilt to be
raffled at the Fall Bazaar. The quilt will
be made in the tradition of quilts of long
ago using multiple scraps of 100%
cotton material. If you have any fabric
or see any you would like to donate
towards the quilt, please have it at the
church by Feb. 15th. The quilt will be
made up of thousands of 2 inch squares
of fabric, so even if you have just a small
piece of fabric that you would like to see
in the quilt, send it in.

Pancake Supper
Please help us save the Pancake
Supper!
Many people have mentioned they
missed St. Thomas’ sponsoring the
Pancake Supper. There will be an
organizational meeting on Sunday Feb.
6th following the 11 o’clock service in
the kitchen. If enough people are
willing to help revive this long standing
tradition, St Thomas will again sponsor
a Pancake Supper. If you are willing to
be a part of this but unable to attend the
meeting please let one of us know or call
the church office.
Parker Graham
Chris Hicks
Alex Melchert
Elisabeth Pugh

previous member of St. Thomas

Fill the Tub
Please help us
reach out to others
in our community
by donating nonperishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for
February are:

carrots
potatoes
mac & cheese
boost or ensure
coffee
sugar
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!

2011 Flower Calendar
The 2011 Flower Calendar is now
available in the church office. Please be
sure to stop by the office to sign up for
the dates you would like to place
flowers on the altar. February 6, 20 and
27 and March 6 are still available.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Thoughts on Stewardship
Photo courtesy of Tom Ham

Four years ago I asked Anne
Montaigne about the possibility of
working with students at Lawsonville
Avenue School. Anne told me when to
report and then took me to a second
grade classroom to meet John
Reynolds. It was then that she put John
in charge of mentoring me. Yes, you
read that correctly. John has been my
teacher for the past four years.
The process developed slowly with
us, but during our first summer together,
John and his sister Johnsie began
attending Vacation Bible School, then
Sunday School, and gradually became a
part of our church family. And I credit
St. Thomas for being so nurturing and so
supportive of them and all they have
done in the life in our community.
Sunday, January 2nd was one of the
most memorable moments I have
experienced in any religious setting
when I witnessed John being baptized
into our church and
“marked as one of Christ's
own forever.” As a matter
of fact, John never
mentioned baptism to me
or to Martha. Instead, he
sought out our rector,
Vicki, and in a very
grown-up way asked her if
she could do this. When I
asked John how he came to
this decision, he simply
said that he had been
thinking about it for
awhile. Then he said
unexpectedly, “God has
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been talking to me.” Surprised, I
inquired, “Really?” John said, “Yes, he's
been talking to me right here,” and
pointed to his heart.
This was a moment when I realized,
more than ever before, what Jesus meant
when he talked about seeing the
Kingdom of God through the eyes and
the mind of a child – no filters,
preconceived notions, no fear of
rejection. What I was able to witness
was pure, unquestioning trust in God.
There are times when we all need to
see God through our children's eyes.
But there are other reasons, I believe, for
Jesus’ choice of a child as a model.
Maybe it is not only the humility and
trustfulness of our childhood we need to
return to, but also our childhood sense of
wonder and unconditional love.
Tom Balsley

www.StThomasReidsville.org

“Tidings”
While-U-Wait
Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE
.
11:00 p.m.

December 24
Christmas Eve

.
122

December 25
Christmas Day

10:00 a.m.

December 26
1st Sunday after Christmas

10:00 a.m. Snow

January 2
2nd Sunday after Christmas

10:00 a.m.

71

8:30 a.m.
January 9
1st Sunday after the Epiphany 11:00 a.m.

8
51

8:30 a.m.
January 16
2nd Sunday after the Epiphany11:00 a.m.

13
67

8:30 a.m.
January 23
3rd Sunday after the Epiphany11:00 a.m.

14
63
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Many thanks to the
following businesses
that have agreed to
make our newsletter
available in their
waiting rooms:

Chris Trent
Freeway Automotive
Dean Brown
Shear Performance
If you would like to
participate, please
contact the church office
349-3511
or our newsletter email:
news@stthomasreidsville.org

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
December 2010 Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 25,964.14 $ 167,744.94
Total Revenue
When you’re ready to
Total Operations Expenses $ 15,367.62 $ 167,744.94
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
$ 10,596.52
$ 0
Difference
listen.

Pledge Report
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector

• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
John Pugh 656-4664
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Tom Ham
Senior Warden
932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

Bill Horsley
Outreach & Community Involvement
342-2869
susyandbill@bellsouth.net

Elisabeth Pugh
Fellowship & Parish Life
656-4664
framepros@aol.com

Parker Graham
Junior Warden / Nuts & Bolts
349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com

Alex Melchert
Worship & Parish Life
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Elizabeth Treadwell
Clerk
Worship & Parish Life
336-623-1057
bookar@earthlink.net

Chris Hicks
Outreach
634-0314
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

Starr McHugh
Worship & Parish Life
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com

Melodie Watt
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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VESTRY
Farewell Reception
for Vicki and Kevin
Remember to check our facebook page frequently for the latest pictures and videos!

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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