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From the Rector’s Desk
Dear Friends,

Friday
December 24
10:30 pm
Caroling &
Special Music
11:00 pm
Holy Eucharist
Saturday
December 25
10:00 am
Christmas
Service
Sunday
December 26
10:00 am
Lessons &
Carols with
Communion

The craziness has begun-- we're in
the midst of non-stop events, parties,
planning, shopping and organizing,
all in preparation for the birth of our
Savior. I don't know about you but I
sometimes feel that Christmas has
run away with us. We enjoy all the
festivities but we end up exhausted
and inevitably disappointed because
no holiday, even Christmas, could live
up to the hype we give this one.
Perhaps the key to truly celebrating Christmas is to
manage our expectations. Our families will probably not
behave perfectly for the whole season and getting the
absolutely perfect gift is equally as unlikely. Letting go of
those unrealistic expectations is among the healthiest
things we can do in this holiday season. But admitting our
Christmas won't be perfect doesn't mean that it can't be
meaningful and deeply joyful. Deep meaning and joy will
come from celebrating the birth of our Lord and his gift of
salvation and sharing that celebration with those we love.
Perhaps in the midst of the craziness we can take a few
minutes each day to remember why we are celebrating.
Perhaps in the midst of the stress we can focus on the babe
born in Bethlehem, God come to earth to live among us.
Continued on page 4
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Community Thanksgiving Dinner

Thank you to
all who came to
help minister to
our community
through our
a n n u a l
Thanksgiving
meal. Your help
made this event a
s u c c e s s !
Together we
have truly made
a difference in
the Reidsville
community.
(More photos
on p. 11 and pics
and a video on our
facebook page.)
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St. Thomas Talks Together
In October, 6 small groups of
parishioners gathered at various
members’ homes to discuss our church,
our goals and our life together. Thank
you to those who hosted those meetings,
those who led those meetings and those
who attended those meetings. Input
from a variety of our members is
important to our budgeting, planning
and future together.
There was a clear consensus that a
primary virtue of our church is that we
are in many ways like a family; we care
for one another and each member feels
that they truly belong. This is the case
for those who are life-long members and
for those who have joined more
recently. The support and fellowship
we share is very important to us.
According to the conversations and
surveys, our most important ministry,
apart from worship, is outreach, with the
Thanksgiving Dinner taking first place
among our various activities. Because
outreach is so important to us, there is a
desire for us to do more and to do it
better. A desire to work toward a
homeless shelter for Reidsville was
especially mentioned. The vestry and
outreach committee will be considering
this.
There was a concern expressed that
the church should be charging the day
school rent to cover the cost of the
utilities they use. In March 2010 the
vestry decided both that the church
would not charge the day school rent
and that we would consider this issue

again in March of 2011.
Some members requested that the
vestry reconsider the church’s policy on
alcoholic beverages at church events.
The vestry will look at this issue in the
new year.
There was a shared concern that we
are an older congregation and must find
ways to recruit and retain new members.
Other interests and desires expressed
included raising the profile of our
church and working more extensively
with other churches in our area,
especially around Sunday School and
youth programming. There is a sense
that we are hiding our light under a
bushel and should make it clearer to the
community how great our church is.
Again thanks to all who attended
these groups, and special thanks to the
stewardship committee who planned
and led these conversations.

EYC
The EYC will meet to wrap presents
immediately after the 11:00 service on
Sunday December 12.
There will be an Acolyte Christmas
party - stay tuned for details.
Remember to meet at the church at
9:30 a.m. on Sunday December 26 for
the Soup Kitchen.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Rector’s Desk (continued)

Vicki’s Announcements

Perhaps we can take a few minutes with
our morning coffee to read a seasonal
meditation or a piece of Scripture and
allow it to rest in our hearts all day long.
Perhaps we can wrap our many tasks in
love-- love for others and love and
thanks to God for giving us the gift of
Jesus. Christmas carries so many
memories, so many demands, but
perhaps this year we can focus more on
the best gift of Christmas, our Lord
Jesus Christ, and a little less on all the
other pieces.

The December Vestry meeting has
been moved to December 13 to avoid
being too close to Christmas.
The Stewardship committee will
meet on Monday December 6 at 7pm.
Advent begins on November 28:
there are Advent calendars for the
children and booklets of Advent
readings for the congregation. Please
pick yours up in the back of the church.

Continued from page 1

Wishing you not necessarily a
perfect Christmas, but a wonderful, and
deeply joyful celebration of the birth of
Jesus.
Yours in Christ,
Vicki +
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Adult Christian Ed.
Come join us for a new adult
education program: Embracing an
Adult Faith: What It Means to be a
Christian. This is a video and
discussion series by Marcus Borg. Our
own Tom Balsley will lead our
discussion. Sunday mornings at 9:45 in
the vestry room.
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Episcopal Day School
Preschool moved right along in
November as we studied the letters Ff,
Gg, Hh, Ii, and Jj. We also focused on
the numbers, 1-30, the color brown and
our shape of the month, triangles. For
the letter F, we talked about fish and
frogs and even had a pet frog visit us for
the day. For the letter G, we talked about
giraffes and goats. We had “Hat Day”
during “H” week and all the children got
to wear their favorite hats for the day.
We enjoyed ice cream cones during “I”
week and jelly beans during “J” week.
We took a special field trip to the Fire
Station where we watched a video on
fire safety and got to sit in one of the fire
trucks. We were even named Jr. Fire
Marshals.
We celebrated Thanksgiving by
having a feast of our own. The children
brought in their favorite food and we

shared it with everyone. We also made
Thanksgiving crafts and played
Thanksgiving games. We were pleased
to provide the table decorations for the
Annual Community Thanksgiving
Dinner. The children made construction
paper turkeys for the tables.

December promises to be another
busy, but fun month at EDS. We hope
each and everyone at St. Thomas’ has a
great Christmas and a wonderful and
safe 2011.

Special Christmas Services
Friday December 24
10:30 pm: Caroling & Special Music
11:00 pm: Holy Eucharist
Saturday December 25
10:00 am
Christmas Service
Sunday December 26
10:00 am
Lessons & Carols with Communion
www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Poinsettia Orders
If you would like to place a poinsettia in the church for Christmas, please
complete the information below and place it in the offering plate or call the church
office (349-3511). The deadline to place an order is Wednesday, December
15th. The poinsettias will be placed in the church on Christmas Eve and may be
picked up after the Sunday service on December 26th.

Please Print
# Poinsettias ($10.00 each) _______________
Given for

(Please check one): In Memory _____

In Honor _____

Given by:
Phone number:
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Vestry Highlights

Stitches of Love

Highlights of the November Vestry
meeting are not available at press time.
We will hope to have a double report
(Nov. & Dec.) in next month’s Tidings.

Stitches will follow the usual
schedule except we will not meet on
Thursday, Dec. 23rd. We do plan to
meet at Turks on Tuesday night, Dec,
28th.

Caroling Trip
Again this year the
combined choirs of St.
Thomas’ and St. Paul’s
(Salisbury) will be
caroling for the
residents of the ACE
(Acute Care for the
Elderly) unit at the
Sticht Center at
Wake Forest
University Baptist Medical Center.
Those who would like to car pool can
plan to meet here at the church on
Saturday afternoon December 4 around
2:30p.m. We’ll be caroling for about an
hour (3:30-4:30) and then enjoy dinner
and fellowship at The Midtown Café
and Dessertery on Stratford Rd.
The trip is open to all who would like
to join us. - All Are Welcome!

Decking the Halls...

For anyone interested in helping, the
church will be decorated for Christmas
beginning at 9:30 am on Wednesday,
Dec. 22nd.

Fill the Tub
Please help us
reach out to others
in our community
by donating nonperishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for
December are:

carrots
potatoes
mac & cheese
boost or ensure
coffee
sugar
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!

2011 Flower Calendar
The 2011 Flower Calendar is now
available in the church office. Please be
sure to stop by the office to sign up for
the dates you would like to place
flowers on the altar.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Thoughts on Stewardship
Recently I purchased two memoirs
by Sara Miles at the bookstore at Holy
Trinity in Greensboro; Jesus Freak and
Take This Bread. Sara's conversion
story is much like the one that Anne
Lamott tells about in her best-seller,
Traveling Mercies.
Sara was raised by atheist parents
and never thought about any kind of
religion before she literally wandered
into St. Gregory's Episcopal Church in
San Francisco one Sunday. Attracted
mainly by the architecture of the
building itself, she had no idea what
occurs at a worship service. Sarah
admitted, “When I first walked into St.
Gregory’s early one winter morning, I’d
never been to church before — never
heard a Gospel reading, never read a
psalm, never said the Lord’s Prayer.”
She went on to say, “I loved the singing,
was uncomfortable in the silences, and
fled the coffee hour quickly, before
some weird Christian could try to chat
me up. But I was just blown away by the
Eucharist. I heard the deacon’s
announcement––Jesus welcomes
everyone to his table, so we offer
communion to everyone, and to
everyone by name –– and burst into
tears. I stood there crying, terrified at
what was happening, but I was so
hungry for that bread that I kept coming
back.”
However, the most transforming part
of her story is that after she was
confirmed – after she said “yes” to
God's calling – she asked, “What can I
as a new convert do next?”
Because the neighborhood of this
church and the area in which she lived
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had limited access to nutritious food,
Sara started a food pantry at St.
Gregory's. This was her calling and this
endeavor now feeds 700 to 900 people
each week. Surprisingly the food is
given out around the altar in the
sanctuary. This sacred place takes on the
atmosphere of a farmer's market. The
volunteers are people, mostly outside of
the church, who give of their time. The
needy who come to get food, lovingly
refer to St. Gregory's as “The Church of
the One True Sack of Groceries.”
We often laugh and kid each other
about the fact that at St. Thomas we have
really good church dinners. After
reading about Sara Miles' conversion
and having a hand in feeding so many
people, there is much significance in the
fact that sharing a meal can be a very
spiritual and communal experience.
If anything, I know that feeding is
important – Butch and Stephanie's and
our youth's involvement at the Soup
Kitchen; Tom and Carole's work at the
Outreach Center; Vicki's organizing the
“Back-Pack” program; and our
corporate sponsorship of the
Community Thanksgiving Dinner allow
us to connect with and see God in all of
his children.
For more information about Sara
Miles and St. Gregory's, please see the
following:
http://www.saintgregorys.org/
and http://saramiles.net/
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Attendance
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

8:30 a.m.
October 31
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

8
59

8:30 a.m.
November 7
24th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

13
47

10:00 a.m.
November 14
25th Sunday after Pentecost
Annual Meeting

75

8:30 a.m.
November 21
Last Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

11
63

In order to keep your
directory up-to-date,
please make note of an
email address change
for Chris Hicks:
christopher.m.hicks@gmail.com

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
October 2010 Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 21,268.16 $ 129,369.49
Total Revenue
When you’re ready to
Total Operations Expenses $ 15,548.68 $ 139,805.24
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
$ 5,719.48 - $ 10,435.75
Difference
listen.

Pledge Report

16
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Dr. Vicki L. Smith
349-3511, Ext. 102
Cell: 919-452-0543
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
John Pugh 656-4664
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Clark Turner
Senior Warden
Outreach & Community Involvement
349-7972
candsturner@yahoo.com

Alex Melchert
Worship & Parish Life
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Elizabeth Treadwell
Clerk
Worship & Parish Life
336-623-1057
bookar@earthlink.net

Tom Ham
Junior Warden
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

Starr McHugh
Worship & Parish Life
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com

Freda Watt
Worship & Parish Life
342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

Bill Horsley
Outreach & Community Involvement
342-2869
susyandbill@bellsouth.net

John Pugh
Treasurer
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
656-4664
jkfezz@yahoo.com

Melodie Watt
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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VESTRY
Community
Thanksgiving Dinner
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