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From the Rector’s Desk
Dear Friends,
It is not news to any of us that
financial times continue to be
difficult. While the economists may
say that the recession ended a year
ago, I'm afraid that looking around
any town in America we don't see
many signs of that. Economic
difficulties are the new normal.
We, as a church, must learn to live
in this new normal. We are in the midst
of our 2011 pledge campaign. You should
have already received a pledge card and some important
financial information in the mail. Please read that
information carefully and prayerfully make your pledge
for 2011.
This is, as they say, time to put our money where our
mouth is. If we care about the life and ministry of St.
Thomas Church, we have to support it with our dollars. If
you look at the information you received, you will see that
we have operated on a bare bones budget for at least a
couple of years now. We actually have a deficit budget for
this year, though we are hoping to come out ok. Not only
does this mean that money is a worry, it also means that our
ministries and programs are stunted. We worry that our
Sunday School is so small, but the reality is that we support
it very minimally and don't right now have the funds to do
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ECW Fall Bazaar & Luncheon
Photo courtesy of Tom Ham

Many thanks to all who made our
bazaar such a success. We should clear
over $3800.00.
All those crafts,
delicious cakes and pies, Dot
Ferneyhough’s 100’s of jars of pickles,
jams and jellies again helped to keep
people coming back. Dot Shelton and
her committee once again had people
raving about the soup. For those who
were unable to attend, there is some
Vegetable Soup for sale at $5.00 a quart.
The raffle ticket winners:
The quilt – Johns Martin
$100 gas from Rentz Oil – Jeanne
Stanley
The camellia – Hank Strader who
donated it to our children’s Sunday
School Class to plant.

A huge thank you goes out to Mavis
Simon, Dottie Worth, Betty Melchert,
Dot Trent and Susan Dalton for their
help in making the soups for the Fall
Bazaar.
Laura Felts, Suzanne
Howard and Parker Graham cooked
the meat to be put in the soup, Beth
Adkins contributed vegetables from her
garden and Donna Van Ness supplied
the fresh basil. What a team effort!
Everyone seemed to enjoy the results on
bazaar day! Again, thank you for all the
slicing, chopping, pureeing and stirring.
Rest up….the countdown begins now.
We’ll do it all again in less than 365
days!
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Dot Shelton
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Rector’s Desk (continued)

Vicki’s Announcements

extra programs to build up that ministry.
Youth ministry likewise functions with
minimal funding. This year, several
items which should be budgeted items
have come out various discretionary
funds rather than the operating budget.
I do not write this to scare anyone- St
Thomas is not in any worse shape than
many churches; we are however,
struggling with our finances in these
tough times. There are two things that
need to happen as we learn to live into
this new normal. The first is that each
one of us re-evaluate our financial
commitment to this parish and do as
much as we can to strengthen our
financial position. The second is that
each one of us re-evaluate our time and
talent commitments to this parish and do
as much as we can to strengthen our
ministries and our life together. Several
of our ministries function with the same
“bare bones” level of people as they
have finances. In the new normal, “No”
cannot be our automatic answer to
requests to serve.
The church is not a building; the
church is the people of God gathered in
God's name for worship and service. By
giving of our money, giving of our time
and giving of our abilities, skills and
interests we can all help our church love
and serve God and God's people in 2011
and beyond.
Please prayerfully consider your
financial pledge and your commitments
of time and talent for 2011.

Our fall pledge campaign is now
underway. Please prayerfully consider
your financial commitment to St
Thomas for 2011. You should have
received a pledge card along with
pledge information in the mail. If you
did not, please contact the office (3493511) and we'll get a card out to you.
Please turn your pledge in by All Saints
Sunday, November 7. Thank you.

Continued from page 1

Our Annual Meeting will be held on
November 14 following a combined
10am service. We will elect members to
the vestry, hear an update on our
financial situation and what we hope for
2011 and share our thanksgivings,
questions and concerns as members of
St. Thomas Church.
St Thomas Church extends special
thanks to Freda Watt, John Pugh and
Clark Turner who are completing 3
year terms on the vestry. They will
serve until January but we will be
electing their successors on November
14. Freda, John and Clark have all
served this church well, Freda on the
fellowship committee, John as treasurer
and Clark as senior warden. They have
been strong leaders and we are grateful
for their willingness to serve. (PS. John
has agreed to continue as treasurer even
though he will no longer be a member of
the vestry! Thank you John!)

Yours in Christ,
Vicki +
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Episcopal Day School
Photo courtesy of Edie Stadler

Hello, Friends! Fall has been a busy
time for our preschool classes. We
talked about Caterpillars during “C”
week and Dinosaurs and Ducks during
“D” week. We even had two Mallard
ducks join us one day at school. The
children enjoyed feeding and petting
them. We continue to work on our
numbers, shapes and colors each week,
also.
During October we continued our
monthly trip to story time at the library
with Ms. Jacky. We also had our annual
fall pictures with Tim Talley. We had a
blast at Oakhaven Pumpkin Patch
where the children got to ride a barrel
train, took a hay ride, wound our way
through the corn maze, shot a corn
cannon and got to pet lots of farm
animals. At the end of the day, the
children got to pick out a pumpkin and
take it home with them. It was a great
field trip! We also held our Halloween

party and the children got to wear their
costumes to school, have snacks, do a
Halloween craft, play games, and do
some “in house” trick or treating.
Thanks again for everyone who
supported the annual mum sale. We
sold just over 520 mums and made
approximately $870 to use toward
supplies for the two preschool classes.
We were also able to mail in over 1,300
General Mills Box Tops which will give
us $130 to help with costs of the school.
We’ve had great response with the Box
Tops. Please keep sending them in all
year so they can be included in the next
shipment.
We want to wish all the St. Thomas’
members and friends a wonderful
Thanksgiving! It’s so easy to look
around at the beautiful, colorful, fall
leaves and be thankful for the wonderful
world God made for us. Happy
Thanksgiving!
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Vestry Highlights
St. Thomas’ Vestry Minutes October
18, 2010
Present: Tom Ham, Bill Horsley,
Starr McHugh, John Pugh, Elizabeth
Treadwell, Freda Watt, Melodie Watt
Absent: Alex Melchert, Vicki Smith,
Clark Turner
In both the Rector’s and Senior
Warden’s absence, Junior Warden Tom
Ham convened the meeting at 6:35 p.m.
Starr McHugh read the devotions.
The minutes of the previous ST
vestry meeting were presented for
acceptance. Horsley made the motion
which was seconded by McHugh to
accept the minutes. The motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Pugh reported
on September 2010 and presented a first
budget draft for FY 2011. ST is
approximately $3,000.00 ahead of last
year’s budget, however, Pugh expressed
the hope that the months of November
and December would see significant
improvement from pledge income.
M. Watt made a motion which was
seconded by Horsley to accept the
treasurer’s report. The motion carried.
Pugh presented a draft budget and
recommended the Finance Committee
meet to go over the 2011 proposed
budget. The ongoing general operating
fund deficit is becoming problematic.
The longer the situation continues Pugh
advised, it will become necessary to
move funds from other ST investment
accounts into the general operating
fund.
Discussion followed about the
necessity of ST to increase church
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membership and create a higher profile
through various marketing strategies.
The Stewardship Campaign and the
Annual Meeting slated for Nov. 14th
were the highlights of the Rector’s
Report as cited by Ham.
There was no Senior Warden’s
Report.
Junior Warden’s Report: Ham
reported he had had to replace a rear
window in the Parish Hall. The whys
and wherefores of its being broken were
not known. Plumbing repairs had also
been done at the Rectory. The Rector
had also requested a new light be placed
in the basement stairwell and this work
was scheduled to be done this fall.
A price for the new parish house roof
is still being negotiated.
Discussion further centered upon
new signage for ST. C. Turner would be
reporting back to vestry members about
the city’s possible new ordinance
regarding public signage. Upgraded
signage would replace the portable
message board in present use.
Further discussion featured the
nominating committee for 3 new
candidates to replace those ending their
vestry term. F. Watt agreed to organize
the members and finalize the names
which had been put forth by the end of
the month.
Ministry Area Reports:
Parish Life: McHugh and Watt
indicated the Adult Party date was
changed to Saturday, Nov 13th and
would be hosted by Clark and Susan
Turner.
Continued on page 7

www.StThomasReidsville.org

ECW

Stitches of Love

The ECW Morning Chapter will
meet Tuesday, Nov. 9th at 10:30 in the
Vestry Room. Rahab will be our Good
Girl, Bad Girl this month.

Our Tuesday Night Stitches will
meet on the 4th Tuesday, Nov. 23rd. As
usual we will meet for dinner at Turks at
6:00 pm then go to church. Please join
us on Thursday mornings (except
Thanksgiving) and remember knitting
and crochet lessons are available.
Please be thinking of items we might
want to add to the “Shut-in” bags at
Christmas.

Care Packages
It's time to collect goodies for our
college student care packages! There
will be a box in the narthex. Exams are
right after Thanksgiving, and we want
our kids to know we are thinking about
them. Next time you're in the grocery
store, please pick up packages of
individually wrapped crackers, cookies,
candy, nuts, cocoa, instant coffee, or tea
bags. All contributions will be
appreciated.
If you placed a name on the military
prayer list and you know the person's
address, please call Starr McHugh
(342-3210), Freda Watt (342-2305), or
the church office (349-3511).

Adult Party
An adult party will be held on
Saturday November 13, at 6:30P.M. at
Clark and Susan Turner's house, 705
S. Main Street. Bring your favorite
covered dish and whatever beverage
you enjoy sipping during the social
hour. We promise there will be plenty of
good food and lots of great
conversation!

EYC

Vestry (continued)

On November 28th EYC will meet in
the church parking lot at 9:30 to work at
the soup kitchen.

Outreach: Horsely reported that the
Thanksgiving Dinner was on track. ST
had received 39 turkeys from Equity.
There being no further business
Horsley made a motion and M. Watt
seconded that the meeting be adjourned.
The motion carried.
The meeting closed at 7:25 p.m.
The next Vestry meeting will be
November 15, 2010.
Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth Treadwell

Need a Ride?
We would like to start a
transportation service for anyone who
needs a ride to church. Richard Piazza
has agreed to coordinate this effort, and
we need volunteers who can pick up
someone in your area, bring them to
church and return home after services.
If you think you can help out, please
contact Richard at 336-432-9272.
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Thoughts on Stewardship
October is Domestic Violence
Awareness Month.
When I was
growing up, the term domestic violence
was not yet coined. However, I knew
abuse was common, having witnessed it
in two of my friends’ homes. But, sadly,
this subject was never talked about then
and is still pretty much taboo today.
Recently two athletes from two highprofile southern universities made
headlines – one for inflicting serious,
traumatic injuries on a coed and the
mother of his child; the other for
assaulting a fellow female student to the
point that she finally died. A moment of
insanity can forever change lives.
How could anyone become so angry
that they would behave this way to
anyone? Thich Nhat Hanh, a Buddhist
monk from Viet Nam and writer of the
book Creating True Peace, says, “When
the seeds of anger, violence, and fear are
watered in us several times a day, they
will grow stronger. Then we are unable
to be happy, unable to accept ourselves;
we suffer and we make those around us
suffer.” Conversely, the author states,
“If we cultivate the seeds of
compassion, we nourish peace within us
and around us. With this understanding,
we are already on the path of creating
peace.”
Thich Nhat Hanh suggests that his
reader practice mindfulness. That is to
be aware of our thoughts, our actions,
and the consequences of our actions.
He then advises, “When we are mindful
and cultivate compassion in our daily
lives, we diminish violence each day.
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We have a positive effect on our family,
friends, and society.”
Our commitment to compassion and
calm has to begin with us and in us. We
can only control our own behavior.
However, if our conduct is one of peace,
it can effect all of our environments and
ultimately the world in which we live.
Tom Balsley

Fill the Tub
Please help us
reach out to others
in our community
by donating nonperishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center.
Items needed for
November are:

Canned Vegetables
(except corn)
Coffee
Sugar
Boost or Ensure
The blue tub is located in the narthex
of the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!

Altar Flowers
There is still one Sunday available
this year for flowers - November 14.
Please sign up on the flower calendar in
the office or call Jenny (349-3511) if
you would like to take advantage of this
opportunity.
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In Memory
Please pray for the
repose of the soul of

Attendance

Louise Hinson
who passed away
October 3rd.

DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

8:30 a.m.
15
October 3
52
19th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.
Blessing of the Animals 18 people, 20 animals
8:30 a.m.
October 10
20th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

15
43

8:30 a.m.
October 17
11:00
a.m.
21st Sunday after Pentecost

16
50

8:30 a.m.
October 24
22nd Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

14
41

Also, please be
prayerful for the
friends and family as
they mourn their loss.

Time Change
Remember to
“Fall Back”
one hour on
Saturday night November 6 A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
September 2010 Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 9,671.12 $ 108,101.33
Total Revenue
When you’re ready to
Total Operations Expenses $ 12,888.34 $ 124,256.56
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
- $ 3,217.22 - $ 16,155.23
Difference
listen.

Pledge Report

16
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Dr. Vicki L. Smith
349-3511, Ext. 102
Cell: 919-452-0543
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
John Pugh 656-4664
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Clark Turner
Senior Warden
Outreach & Community Involvement
349-7972
candsturner@yahoo.com

Alex Melchert
Worship & Parish Life
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Elizabeth Treadwell
Clerk
Worship & Parish Life
336-623-1057
bookar@earthlink.net

Tom Ham
Junior Warden
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

Starr McHugh
Worship & Parish Life
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com

Freda Watt
Worship & Parish Life
342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

Bill Horsley
Outreach & Community Involvement
342-2869
susyandbill@bellsouth.net

John Pugh
Treasurer
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
656-4664
jkfezz@yahoo.com

Melody Watt
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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VESTRY
ECW Fall
Bazaar & Luncheon
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Sunday
November 14
One
Combined Service
10:00 AM

Annual Meeting

November 2010
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