Tidings
St. Thomas
Episcopal Church

315 Lindsey Street

Reidsville, NC 27320

Planning
Ahead...

336-349-3511

October 2010

From the Rector’s Desk
Dear Friends,

Blessing of the
Animals
Sunday
October 3
4:00 PM
EYC Lunch &
Get-Together
Sunday
October 10
Bible Study
resumes
Wed. Oct. 20
Fall Bazaar &
Luncheon
Friday October 22
Annual Meeting
Sunday Nov. 14
Combined 10 AM
Service

On Sunday, October 3 we will be
celebrating St. Francis’ Day with a
Blessing of the Animals service.
This is our opportunity each year to
thank God for the companion
animals that enrich our lives but it is
also much more than that. When
God created the world and its
abundance, God gave it over to
humanity to care for, steward and use. I
am afraid that as a species we have grabbed
onto the “use” part of that and paid not nearly enough
attention to the “care
for” and “steward”
ECW
parts.
This earth is created
to be our home and to
provide us with all the
food and resources we
need. Notice that the
earth is to provide us
with what we NEED,
and it is to provide for
all humanity all over
the world and all
through time.
The
Continued on page 4

Fall Bazaar &
Luncheon

Friday
October 22
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Shrimp Fest - Friday August 27
Photo courtesy of Elisabeth Pugh

If no more bills come in, we will clear a little over $2000.00. Thank you to
everyone who helped make this such a fun and profitable event, and a special thanks
to Carson Dawson for providing the St. Thomas’ cake pictured here.
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Blessing of the Animals

Sunday
October 3
4:00 pm

Blessing
of the
Animals

In the Front Yard
www.StThomasReidsville.org
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From the Rector’s Desk (continued)

Continued from page 1

creation and we can do whatever we
want to with it. But with that gift, God
has also given us the responsibility to be
sure that all God’s children have what
they need, and that there are resources
like water, electricity and food for all the
generations to come. That means that
we recycle and conserve not for our own
sakes, but for the sake of all humanity
and in gratitude for God’s gift of
creation. That sounds a little grandiose,
I know, but when we conserve and
recycle we are being good stewards of
creation and doing our part to be sure
that God’s gift is not wasted, abused or
used up.

people of the United States routinely use
a much greater proportion of the world’s
resources than we are really entitled to.
We use a lot and we waste a lot, which
will ultimately mean that there may not
be enough for those in the rest of the
world, let alone our own descendants.

This St. Francis’ Day we’ll gather to
bless animals; let’s also, on that day,
commit to bless God’s creation by
recycling and conserving. That would
seem to be a most appropriate way to say
thank you to God for God’s wonderful
gift of creation.
Yours in Christ,
Vicki +

We all hear a great deal about
conserving water, recycling and the like
but I’m afraid that we don’t take it very
seriously. If there’s enough water at my
house, why should I turn off the faucet
when I brush my teeth? If there’s room
in the trash barrel for all those cans, why
should I bother to recycle them? If I can
pay the higher electric bill, why
shouldn’t I leave on every light in the
house?
God has given us control of his
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Episcopal Day School
Photo courtesy of Tom Ham

Happy fall to our friends at St.
Thomas! Preschool is moving right
along as we study several different
concepts. The first week of school we
talked about going to school and making
new friends. We played games to help us
remember the names of all our
classmates. The second week of school
we learned all about us, including body
parts and how we may have different
hair, eye and skin color but that’s how
God made us and that’s what makes us
special. The third week of school we
talked about the letter “A” and apples,
ants, acorns and the change of seasons to
autumn. The final week of September
we learned about the letter “B”. We

talked about bears, butterflies (and their
metamorphosis from caterpillars), and
beans. This month we also talked about
the color yellow and our shape of the
month, square.
At press time we are finishing up our
mum sale. Thank you to everyone who
bought mums from us. We’ll have more
information on the sale results in next
month’s article. We’ve had a great
response to our collection of BoxTops
from General Mills items. We will soon
be sending in a batch, so please send in
any BoxTops you have so we can
include them in our next submission.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Vestry Highlights
St. Thomas Vestry Meeting
September 20, 2010
Present: Vicki Smith, Bill Horsley,
Alex Melchert, Starr McHugh,
Elizabeth Treadwell, Freda Watt,
Melody Watt
Absent: Tom Ham, John Pugh
Vicki Smith convened the meeting
at 6:30 p.m. and read the devotionals.
The August 16, 2010 minutes were
accepted.
Treasurer’s Report - The ECW voted
the management of their finances be
assumed by the ST Treasurer. Pugh will
be notified and a start date will be
determined.

Intergenerational Sundays schedules
have been modified - watch for changes
in the Bulletin.
The Day School is full with a waiting
list.
McHugh and Watt noted the
success of the Ice Cream Social with
good attendance and quality fellowship.
An Adult Supper is being planned for
November 13th.
The meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.
The next Vestry Meeting is October
18, 2010.
Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth Treadwell

Freda Watt presented a check in the
amount of $17,395.50 to the vestry as
part of the Josephine Irwin ST Bequest.
The Stewardship Committee will
meet September 21, 2010.
The Rector noted that preparations
for the Stewardship Cottage Talks were
well underway.
The date of this year’s Annual
Meeting was set for November 14th.
The South End Elementary School
Back Pack program was up and running
with a good contingency of volunteers.
Adult Sunday School and the
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Vicki’s Announcements

Coffee Hour

Blessing of the Animals: Sunday
October 3 at 4pm in the front yard.
Bring animals of all sorts and share in
this celebration of God's creation.
Please be sure that animals are
appropriately restrained with leashes or
in crates.
We don't want any
unfortunate events.

Below is the schedule for this year’s
“Coffee in the Parlor”. Thanks to all for
your help with this ministry!

St. Thomas Annual Meeting will be
held on Sunday, November 14. We will
have one service at 10am followed by
our annual meeting and coffee hour.
Please join us.
Due to the annual clergy conference,
there will be no Wednesday Eucharist
and Healing Service on Oct. 13.
Adult Education Schedule for
Sundays in October:
October 3: Reading Mark
October 10: Reading Mark
October 17: Reading Mark – Final
Class
October 24: Coffee and Current
Events
October 31: Christians and
Halloween
Bible Study Resumes on
Wednesday October 20 at 2:00 p.m.
Come join us as we continue our study
of Luke's gospel (the source of our
Sunday readings this year). Each
week's lesson stands alone so please
come whenever you can-- don't worry if
you weren't part of the class in the
spring.

October
Jay Donecker & Bill Horsley
November
Tom Balsley & Larry Johnson
December
Kris Rogers & Ben Neal
January
Bob Lee Watt & Chuck Rhodes
February
Bill Horsley & Bill Sutton
March
Jay Donecker & Richard Piazza
April
John Pugh & Ken Avery

Prayer Lists
The Prayer list is prayed over daily
and is cared for with extreme love and
compassion. If you would like to add a
name to the list, please fill out a prayer
card located in the back of the pew
before you. Prayers will be offered for
one month during the worship services.
Our Military:
If you have a loved one serving in the
military and would like them on the
prayer list, please let us know. We want
to include all our loved ones who are
serving our country.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Stewardship Campaign
The 2011 Stewardship Campaign at
St. Thomas is underway. We began with
six gatherings where, in a small group,
parishioners could discuss the “state of
St. Thomas,” describe what they like
about St. Thomas, raise questions about
what St. Thomas could do better, and
discuss our financial condition.
Discussion at the group meetings
struck common themes of family
atmosphere, wonderful worship
experience, and Christian outreach.
Concerns were expressed about
membership and Christian education.
There was also discussion about the
need to eliminate, or sharply reduce, our
budget deficit in 2011.
If we are to maintain, and hopefully
improve, our programs and ministries,
we must recognize what it means to be a
member of our faith community,
especially when it comes to intentional
giving.
Pledge cards will be mailed to each
household in time to be completed and
returned by the annual meeting on
November 14. Pledge cards are also
available in the narthex.

Annual
Meeting
Sunday
November 14
One
Combined
Service
10:00 AM
Reminder:
Annual Reports
are due by
Thursday October 28
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ECW
This year the ECW Morning
Chapter is studying an interesting
book, GOOD GIRLS, BAD GIRLS:
The Enduring Lessons of Twelve
Women of the Old Testament by T.J.
Wray. Our first meeting was Sept. 14,
and Vicki gave us an introduction to the
book which whetted our interest.
ECW Morning Chapter meets the
second Tuesday in each month in the
Vestry Room. Refreshments are served.
All are welcome. Please come to hear
about Delilah, Jezebel, Miriam, and
others you may or may not be familiar
with.
Our next meeting is October 12.
Topic: The Witch of Endor.
See you there!
Martha Balsley

The Fall Bazaar and Luncheon is
just around the corner - Friday October
22nd. We will be mailing out reminders
of what the various assignments are,
along with tickets for the luncheon and
raffle to anyone who did not receive
theirs at church. Please let us know if
you are unable to help or need to change
your assignment.
We will be at the church on Thursday
October 21st from 5 to 7pm for you to
drop off your items. If this time does not
work let us know and we can make
arrangements for an alternate time.
If anyone would like to contribute
any goodies for the bake sale table it
would be greatly appreciated. We are
also trying to have more art and craft
items for the bazaar. If you have a
creative hobby that produces gift type
items and would like to donate some to
be sold at the bazaar please let us know.
If you have any questions regarding the
bazaar, luncheon, or assignments please
call Elisabeth Pugh at 656-4664,
Parker Graham at 349-1882 or
Suzanne Howard at 349-7046.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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EYC

Need a Ride?

EYC will have two projects in
October. The first is a beginning of the
year get together at the Pugh's house on
October 10th right after church. We will
have lunch, make bird feeders using the
roof tiles from the church and discuss
possible activities for this year.
Transportation from the church to the
meeting will be provided.

We would like to start a
transportation service for anyone who
needs a ride to church. Richard Piazza
has agreed to coordinate this effort, and
we need volunteers who can pick up
someone in your area, bring them to
church and return home after services.
If you think you can help out, please
contact Richard at 336-432-9272.

On October 24th EYC will meet in
the church parking lot at 9:30 to work at
the soup kitchen.

Adult Party
Save the date!
There will be an adult covered dish
gathering at Susan and Clark Turner's
home on Saturday, November 13. Mark
your calendars now!

Altar Flowers

Thanks to John & Sarah Hartpence

10

There are still some Sundays
available for flowers - October 3, 17 and
24 and November 14 are still available.
Please sign up on the flower calendar in
the office of call Jenny (349-3511) if
you would like to take advantage of one
of these opportunities.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Thoughts on Stewardship
Over the past several months I have
been busy planning for our upcoming
Cursillo – the 101st Cursillo given in
our diocese. Many of you in our parish
have attended Cursillo, so you are
familiar with the format of the weekend.
Basically it is lay-led, although we do
have a couple of clergy on staff. The
participants are provided with ways by
which they can live out the rest of their
lives in Christ. During the weekend,
talks are given by team members about
study, action, being a leader in Christian
community, living a life of grace, and
being a witness in whatever
environment in which we might find
ourselves.
I have always been drawn to the
different talks because in each one, the
person will tell how certain events or
people or God has helped shape their
lives. I used to believe that I did not
necessarily have a story to tell about
God's work in my life, but I now think
that everyone, whether or not they are
necessarily close to God, has
a message they can share
with others.

be at St. Thomas. All I could think about
was how this person influenced so many
of our lives for the better. But the point I
am trying to make is that much of what
we do or say might not be noticed or
even thought of by us at the moment.
We never know how our actions impact
those around us. How we respond to
those we meet – be it the waitress at the
restaurant, the clerk at the grocery store
or whatever – we make a lasting
impression. If our brief exchanges were
all that people knew about us, could they
tell if we were trying to model Jesus'
life? In most instances it is what we say,
how we say it, how we act toward
others, whether we smile, or display a
kind gesture – that others will know that
we are indeed different. To put it
simply, “They will know we are
Christians by our love.” No matter what
we profess to believe, it is our actions
that speak so loudly.
Tom Balsley

At a recent team meeting,
a former parishioner of St.
Thomas
(who has now
moved to another town) told
about how the people of our
parish had such a positive
effect on his life. I was
listening as this team
member went on and on
about what a life-changing
experience it was for him to

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Fill the Tub

Noah’s Ark - Working Replica

Please help us reach out
to others in our
community by donating
non-perishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center. Items
Working Replica of Noah's Ark opened In
needed for October are: SCHAGEN, Netherlands. Man Builds Noah's Ark to the
exact scale given in the Bible.

Canned Vegetables
(except corn)
Coffee
Sugar
Boost or Ensure

The massive central door in the side of Noah's Ark was
opened and the first crowd of curious townsfolk beheld
the wonder. This replica of the biblical Ark was built by
Dutch Creationist Johan Huibers as a testament to his faith
in the literal truth of the Bible.

The blue tub is located
in the narthex of the
church. Thank you for
your help with this vital
ministry!

Stitches
We would love to
have you join us every
Thursday morning.

16
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facebook
Be sure to visit our
new St. Thomas
Episcopal Church Reidsville, NC page on
facebook. You don’t
have to be a facebook
member to visit the page
DATE
SERVICE ATTENDANCE but if you are, we hope
that you will “LIKE”
us. So far there are
10:00 a.m.
65
August 29
pictures from the NC
14th Sunday after Pentecost
Zoo trip, Shrimp Fest
and even a short video
10:00 a.m.
46
September 5
of some of the Shrimp
15th Sunday after Pentecost
Fest preparations.

Attendance

8:30 a.m.
September 12
11:00
a.m.
16th Sunday after Pentecost

13
49

8:30 a.m.
September 19
17th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

14
45

8:30 a.m.
September 26
18th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

14
58

Pledge Report
August 2010
$ 11,564.21

Total Revenue

Total Operations Expenses $ 8,462.31
Difference
16

$

3,101.90 -

We now have 35
“fans” on facebook and
our weekly e-Tidings
newsletter now has 82
subscribers.

A Stephen Minister can
be there for someone
who's in the midst of a
life challenge so
they don't have to walk
Year To Date
through the valley
alone.
$ 98,486.21
When you’re ready to
$ 111,374.22
talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to
$ 12,888.01
listen.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Dr. Vicki L. Smith
349-3511, Ext. 102
Cell: 919-452-0543
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2010-2011)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
John Pugh 656-4664
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Clark Turner
Senior Warden
Outreach & Community Involvement
349-7972
candsturner@yahoo.com

Alex Melchert
Worship & Parish Life
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Elizabeth Treadwell
Clerk
Worship & Parish Life
336-623-1057
bookar@earthlink.net

Tom Ham
Junior Warden
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

Starr McHugh
Worship & Parish Life
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com

Freda Watt
Worship & Parish Life
342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

Bill Horsley
Outreach & Community Involvement
342-2869
susyandbill@bellsouth.net

John Pugh
Treasurer
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
656-4664
jkfezz@yahoo.com

Melody Watt
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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VESTRY
St. Thomas’
- On the road

Some very familiar St. Thomas’
faces but in a different place...
On Sunday September 12 Tom &
Mary Ham very graciously traveled to
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Salisbury, NC to share their musical
talents with the congregation there for
the annual homecoming service.

They also helped boost the numbers
in the St. Paul’s choir for the offertory
anthem, “River in Judea”, and then
played their dulcimers again for the
communion hymns.

For the prelude, Mary played the
organ for an organ and piano duet with
John Bullock (“For the Beauty of the
Earth”) and then Tom and Mary played a
selection (“Holy Manna”) on their
dulcimers.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Friday, October 26, 2007
Friday,
22,112010
Luncheon
TicketOctober
– Serving
AM – 2 PM
Serving
11
AM
–
2 PM
At St. Thomas’ Parish
House
At St. Thomas’ Parish House

CHEF SALAD BAR • SOUP • SANDWICH • DESSERT • DRINK

Fall Bazaar Luncheon

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church Women’s

October 2010
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