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From the Rector’s Desk
Dear Friends,

Movie Night
Tuesday July 20
in the
Vestry Room
“My Big Fat
Greek Wedding”

July Sunday
Services
10:00 a.m.
Rite I

This month I want to share with you
some “Life Lessons” from the
summer issue of the Anglican
Digest:
1. Life isn’t fair but it’s still good.
2. When in doubt, just take the next
small step.
3. Life is too short to waste on hating
anyone.
4. You don’t have to win every argument.
Agree to disagree.
5. Cry with someone.
It’s more healing than
EYC
crying alone.
6. It’s OK to get angry
Volunteers
with God; He can take
at the
it.
7. When it comes to Reidsville Soup
chocolate, resistance is
Kitchen
futile.
8. Make peace with
your past so it won’t
screw up the present.
9. Don’t compare your
life to others. You have
no idea what their
Continued on page 4

More pics on page 15
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Kareen’s Three Years in Reidsville, NC
Photos courtesy of Kareen Johnson

My name is Kareen Johnson and I
am from the beautiful Island of Jamaica.
I came here in August 2007 and have
been teaching Teen Living and
Financial Education at the Reidsville
High School and have been living at 719
South Main Street with Mrs. Dorothy
Ferneyhough.
Living with Mrs. Ferneyhough has
been a joy. She has reaffirmed my belief
that there are angels living among us
because that is what she is to me ~an
angel~. She has opened her home and
heart to me (being a stranger at that
time) and now calls me her “little girl”.
While living with her, I had to undergo a
surgery on my right leg which kept me
from work for several weeks. She
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Three Years in Reidsville, NC
became “my legs”, she along with other
members of her church got me wherever
I needed to go, and she prepared my
meals (and still does). She is truly a
special lady, a treasure, a gem, one that I
will never forget and will miss her
immensely along with the so many
ladies/individuals who assisted me in
one way or another, you know
yourselves and I thank you all. I don't
want to get into naming names and
forget anyone.
During this time I
attended The Virginia
Commonwealth
University, where I
earned a Masters
Degree in Educational
leadership. I can recall
when I got accepted to
the university and did
not know how to get
t h e r e , M r s .
Ferneyhough, her son
Chris, his son Chris Jr
and Allison all rode
with me to Richmond
and when my classes
were finished that
summer, they all came back and got me.
It was like a family road trip. My
commencement service was held in
December 2009, my mom and dad
(Donald and Carmen Pryce), flew in
from Jamaica to attend the service,
which made the day so much more
special.
Teaching at the Reidsville High
School has been such a wonderful
experience. There I have met and have
worked with some exceptional

educators who care deeply for the
students that they have been entrusted
with. I have formed bonds with the
administrative staff, faculty and staff in
general and have gained a wealth of
knowledge and experience which will
always be a part of me, wherever I go.
God has been extremely good to me.
He has seen me through many ups and
downs, and has placed people in my life
that have supported and encouraged me.
Through it all I have trusted in him and
he has brought me out
alright and I am sure he
will continue to do so.
My church family in
Kernersville, headed
by Bishop Fidel Martin
has been a source of
strength and spiritual
guidance which has
kept me grounded and
focused- thank you
guys, I love you all.
I now move on to a
new teaching position
in Fayetteville NC at
the Cape Fear High
School. This again will
be a new experience with new people,
new rewards and new challenges. I can
only hope that I will meet people who
are as loving, caring, encouraging and
supportive as you all have been to me.
In closing, let me again say a big
THANK YOU to you all. Those who
have helped, encouraged, supported in
one way or another, I will be taking all
this along with your love with me, as I
move forward to fulfill whatever
purpose that God has planned for me.
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From the Rector’s Desk (continued)
journey is all about.
10. If a relationship has to be a secret,
you shouldn’t be in it.
11. Everything can change in the blink
of an eye. But don’t worry, God never
blinks.
12. Take a deep breath. It calms the
mind.
13. Get rid of anything that isn’t useful,
beautiful or joyful.
14. Whatever doesn’t kill you really
does make you stronger.
15. When it comes to going after what
you love in life, don’t take no for an
answer.
16. Burn the candles, use the nice sheets,
wear fancy lingerie. Don’t save it for a
special occasion: Today is special.
17. Over-prepare, then go with the flow.
18. Be eccentric now. Don’t wait for old
age to wear purple.
19. No one is in charge of your
happiness but you.
20. Always choose life.
21. What other people think of you is
none of your business.
22. Time heals almost everything. Give
time.
23. However good or bad a situation, it
will change.
24. Don’t take yourself so seriously. No
one else does.
25. Believe in miracles.
26. God loves you because of who God
is, not because of anything you did or
didn’t do.
27. Don’t audit life. Show up and make
the most of it now.
28. Growing old beats the alternativedying young.
29. All that truly matters in the end is
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that you loved.
30. Get outside every day. Miracles are
waiting everywhere.
31. If we all threw our problems in a pile
and saw everyone else’s, we’d grab ours
back.
32. Envy is a waste of time. You already
have all you need.
33. The best is yet to come.
34. No matter how you feel, get up,
dress up and show up.
35. Life isn’t tied with a bow, but it’s still
a gift.
I suspect that at least one of these is
applicable to your life at the moment- I
know it is to mine. Read these through,
take what you need, set aside what
doesn’t make sense. Most importantly,
read #26 every day and rejoice in its
truth: God loves you and always will.
Yours in Christ,
Vicki +

Tidings e-Newsletter
New Tidings e-Newsletter - the
response has been favorable so far to the
mid-week e-Newsletter. My goal is to
email those at about 10:00 am
Thursdays for "just-in-time" reminders
for Sundays. If there is any news or
special prayer concerns you would like
included, you can email those to me by
Thursday mornings at 9:00 am for
inclusion in the weekly e-News.
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- John

News From the Beach
by Don Gwarek

Ahhhhh, summer! It’s a great time
for going to the beaches. A lot of people
from out of state are coming to the
Carolinas for fun in the sun seeing the
ocean.
Jim Fiddler, an older man from the
Midwest, who had never been to the
ocean before, visited Carolina Beach
last weekend. He had heard from several
of his friends that soaking your feet in
salt water was good for you. So after
sitting on the sand and watching other
beach goers, he picked up a five-gallon
bucket and headed over to a life guard
stand. “Hey buddy,” he asked the
lifeguard, “How much for a bucket of
water?” The lifeguard jokingly said fifty
cents. The Midwesterner gave the
lifeguard the money and proceeded to
fill up his bucket from the ocean then
went back to his room at the hotel. He
came back to the beach about six hours
later, bucket in hand, only to find that
the tide was out. He slapped his head in
astonishment and said, “Boy! This is
some business they have here.”
And you know how they have
airplane rides at the beach, where the
pilot takes you up to see the all the
sights? Well folks, this guy named
Stumpy McGee and his wife, Martha,
had been coming to the beach for years
and every year Stumpy would say,
“Martha, I’d sure like to take an airplane
ride.” And every year Martha would
say,” I know Stumpy, but that there
airplane ride costs ten dollars, and ten
dollars is ten dollars.”

Well this year the pilot overheard
them and he said, “Folks, I’ll make you a
deal. I’ll take you both up for a ride and
if you can stay quiet for the entire ride
and not say one word, I won’t charge
you, but if you say one word it’s ten
dollars.” Stumpy and Martha agree and
up they went.
Well folks, the pilot does all kinds of
twists and turns and rolls and dives . . .
but not a word was heard. The pilot does
all of his tricks one more time . . . still not
a word.
When they landed, the pilot said to
Stumpy, “By golly, I did everything I
could think of to try to get you to yell
out, but you didn’t.”
“Well I was gonna say something
when Martha fell out,” Stumpy drawled,
“but ten dollars is ten dollars.”
Mrs. Morganstern from New Jersey
took her little grandson to the beach last
week. She was sitting high up on the
sand, under the shade of a beach
umbrella, glancing through a magazine,
while the toddler played at the waters
edge, filling buckets of sand and making
sand castles. Suddenly this huge wave
came in and washed the child out to sea.
Mrs. Morganstern was frantic. She got
down on her knees and lifting her head
to heaven cried out, “God, what have
you done? What will I tell my son, the
doctor?” Beating her body with her fists,
she wailed, “Please, God, I beg of you,
bring him back.” Suddenly a huge wave
come rushing into shore and when it
Continued on page 6
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News From the Beach (continued)
receded, there was the little boy, sitting
as before, filling up his bucket with sand
and making sand castles. The
grandmother looks at the child then lifts
her eyes to heaven once again and said,
“God . . . he was wearing a hat!”
Three old friends, a priest, a
Methodist minister and a Baptist
preacher, went to the beach to play a
little golf. After a nice round, they were
sitting around and enjoying each other’s
company when the phone rang. The
preacher picked up the phone and said,
“hello.” Immediately his face went
white, his jaw dropped, and he
stammered, “y..y..yes sir. Y..yes sir. I
understand sir.” He stared at the receiver
as he softly put it back on it’s cradle. The
other two clergymen were concerned.
“Who and what was that all about,” the
priest asked? The Baptist preacher said,
“that was Jesus.”

intermission they came back to see
some guy sprawled over their three
seats. “Hey mister, you’re in our seats,”
the father said. The stranger in the seats
said nothing . . . just continued to occupy
the Ohio visitors’ seats. Boy, were they
mad. They complained to the usher who
came back to their seats with them to
find the guy still there. The usher said
“okay buddy, where are you from?” The
guy pointed up to the ceiling and
gasped, “the balcony.”
Well that’s all of the news from the
beaches for this week. C’mon down,
heah.

There was a collective gasp and the
preacher continued. “I have good news
and some bad news.” Let’s have the
good news first,” the other two shouted.
“Okay,” the preacher whined. “Jesus
said he is here to stay. It’s the second
coming.” The Methodist minister fell to
his knees and raised his hands to heaven.
“Halleluiah,” he shouted. “Praise the
Lord.” “But wait,” asked the priest,
“what is the bad news?” The Baptist
preacher gave a deep sigh. “He’s calling
from Salt Lake City.”
This Ohio couple and their little boy
came to Myrtle Beach this week just to
see some of the shows. After the
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June Vestry Highlights

Vicki’s Announcements

Treasurer John Pugh reported a
brighter than expected financial
picture. Revenues exceeded expenses
by $86.00 with May’s contributions
excceding budget by approximately
$2800.Pugh also noted the Diocesan
Fair Share Report reflected a decrease
of $462.00.

M o v i e
Night!!!! July 20
in the vestry room.
In honor of the
summer wedding
season, we’ll be
watching My Big
F a t G r e e k
Wedding.
Come
join us for dinner
and discussion: 68:30 pm. Please sign up in the office so
that we are sure we have enough dinner
for everyone.

Fellowship and Parish Life - Freda
Watt reported on the success of
the Adult Supper with approximately 40
people in attendance. One Supper each
quarter is planned.
Outreach and Community
Involvement: Bill Horsley reported
the Committee made a $500 donation to
the Homeless Shelter project as well as a
$500 donation to Summer Camp which
was matched by the Reidsville Area
Friends.
Senior Warden Clark Turner
reported that an Every Member Canvass
meeting will take place in July to
establish the Pledge Drive.
The Vestry will next convene August
16, 2010.

Because we are having combined
services this summer, for the month of
July we will be using Rite 1 with its
more traditional language and style for
our Sunday services. While those who
attend our 8:30 service are very familiar
with this, those who regularly attend the
11am service have perhaps not heard
Rite 1 in awhile: come join us for this
chance to experience a somewhat
different style of worship.
Reminder: our vestry will not meet
in July.
Vicki will be on vacation Sunday
July 4 and Jim Mathieson will be our
guest preacher and celebrant. Come
enjoy the chance to see Jim.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

7

Christian Education
Children’s field trip and picnic!
As mentioned in last month’s
newsletter, St. Thomas’ Children’s CE
will host and pay for a field trip and
picnic to the NC State Zoo in
Asheboro, NC. It will be on Saturday,
July 31st. We will meet in the St.
Thomas parking lot at 7:15 am and leave
promptly at 7:30 am.
Please RSVP by July 10th or so, as
we need to know how many tickets to
purchase and how much food to prepare.
Please call me at 349-3354 (h) or 2401283 (cell) or the church office at 3493511 and let us know your plans.
The zoo opens at 9:00 am and we
want to be there early in the morning. It
will be hot, so wear comfortable, light
weight clothing and comfortable
walking shoes. I also recommend hats to
shield the sun, sunglasses and
sunscreen.

The spiritual theme is God’s creation
and how we are responsible to care for
all the animals and the land, the air and
the waters they need to survive. God has
richly blessed us with His creation. How
“good” or “bad” are we at preserving the
very gift (from God) we depend upon
for our own survival? You may wish to
talk with your children about the
exceptional things we do (like organic
farming and water conservation), as
well as the awful (like the Gulf oil
disaster). Two biblical references on this
subject I know of are Genesis 9:2-3 and
Psalm 8:6-9. Do you know of any
others?
Please come and be with us for a
really fun time with all your old friends
and maybe make some new ones, as
well.
Shalom,
Jim McCloskey,
Sunday School Superintendant

Stitches of Love
Photo courtesy of Elisabeth Pugh

We are now through with the quilt
but we still continue to meet on
Thursday mornings to knit, crochet, or
work on bazaar items. Please join us.
Knitting or crochet lessons are available
for anyone interested.
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Faith Followings
Elizabeth Treadwell

The thumbprint portraits of men and
women, through a diversity of vocation
from poet to missionary, celebrated and
venerated in the Church Year, in the
active recollection of significant
calendar days made holy, from
Michelmas to Candlemas, the spirit of
the natural world is reworked, cited and
freighted with the weight of time
reflective of an agricultural and
seasonal history with which we now
experience as a fleeting encounter
briefly renewed/remembered- literally
the days of our Christian and
Episcopalian lives - this look at the
Church Year over the past 10 months,
has at best been a skimming over,
comprising the briefest of introductions
and with this Tidings article this month
by month survey will conclude.
Let’s first consider the curious
history of Independence Day as
concerns its inclusion in the Book of
Common Prayer as we move to the
month of July.
In the proposed prayer book of 1786,
Proper Psalms, Lessons, and Prayers
were first appointed for the national
observance of Independence Day, July
4th.
In the General Convention of 1789
they were deleted as a result of one
William White, Bishop. While he had
supported the American Revolution, he
felt that the required observance was
inappropriate, since the majority of the
Church’s clergy had been loyal to the
British crown and those who had been

adverse to the American revolution
would be impelled to make an implied
acknowledgment of their error, in an
address to Almighty God.
It was not until the 1928 revision of
the Book of Common Prayer that
provision was again made for liturgical
observance of Independence Day.
On July 20, the lives of Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, Amelia Bloomer,
Sojourner Truth and Harriet Ross
Tubman are celebrated as “Liberators
and Prophets,” as concerns the
subordination of women by both church
and state as well as to issues of slavery.
As the founder of the modern
profession of nursing, the life of
Florence Nightingale is celebrated on
August 12th. In the life of Thomas
Gallaudet with his student, Henry
Winter Syle, the first ministry to the
deaf in the Episcopal Church was
begun. He has been called “The Apostle
to the Deaf.” Henry Winter Syle taught
by Gallaudet was the first person in the
Episcopal Church to receive Holy
Orders and he
also built the
first Episcopal
c h u r c h
especially for
deaf persons.
Let us go
forth in the
name of
C h r i s t ,
Jesus...

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Thoughts on Stewardship
I am sure that by now everyone who
is a baseball fan knows about Armando
Gallaraga’s near-perfect game on June
3, 2010.
Galaraga, a native of
Venezuela with a life-time 51-55 record
(counting his time in the minor leagues),
came within one out of hurling this
improbable gem. A perfect game is
defined as one with no walks, no errors,
no hit batsmen, and no runs through nine
innings of play. In short - 27 batters up
and 27 batters down. In over 135 years
of major league baseball history, there
have only been 20 “perfectos.” More
people have orbited the moon than have
accomplished this feat. According to
the game’s video replay, the last batter
was clearly out by a step. However, he
was erroneously called safe by Jim
Joyce, the first base umpire.
It is what happened at this moment,
though, that was incredible.
Gallaraga’s calm demeanor and Joyce’s
heartfelt apology superseded any
mistake that had been made on the field
of play. Gallaraga merely smiled and
walked back to the pitcher’s mound to
face the next batter (of course the
Tiger’s manager, fellow teammates, and
fans were livid as they lit into the ump).
After the game, Gallaraga said, “That’s
okay. Everyone makes mistakes. He
didn’t mean it.” Jim Joyce, on the other
hand, said to Gallaraga, “I’m sorry. I
feel horrible” and started to cry.
How often do we will see humility
and forgiveness displayed on a national
stage so openly? What is it that brought
about this young pitcher’s ability to
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“keep his head when all about him were
losing theirs” and the umpire’s
willingness to apologize when officials
never, ever agree to any admission of a
mistake?
There is certainly a lesson in this for
all of us. We all have been guilty of
jumping to conclusions and making
remarks we wish we later regretted.
There will be future opportunities for all
of us to show similar examples of grace
and kindness. Hopefully we can seize
these opportunities.
Tom Balsley

Prayer Lists
The Prayer list is prayed over daily
and is cared for with extreme love and
compassion. If you would like to add a
name to the list, please fill out a prayer
card located in the back of the pew
before you. Prayers will be offered for
one month during the worship services.
Our Military:
If you have a loved one serving in the
military and would like them on the
prayer list, please let us know. We want
to include all our loved ones who are
serving our country.
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Musical Notes from Ed - Freedom
by Ed Spencer

On the first Sunday in July, we
celebrate our country’s 234th birthday.
Happy birthday, USA! Our history
books are full of the wonderful things
that have happened in our country
through the years, and of those things
we can be rightfully pleased. Of course,
there are other things that have
happened in our country which bring us
shame, and those things should be a
cause for regret. Our freedom in this
country, I believe, comes from the
things we have done right, and is in spite
of the things we have done wrong. Our
future, I believe, will be determined by
the mix, that is, how much we will
choose responsibility, honesty, and
integrity, and how much we will choose
greed, deceitfulness, and arrogance.
We worship a God who is above all
else. Our lessons for July 4 give
examples. It is God’s prophet in Israel
who helps Naaman the Syrian army
commander to be healed of his leprosy,
after the king of Israel has torn his
clothes in fear and frustration. The
Psalmist gives praise to God for his
renewed health. Paul tells the Galatians
that living by God’s Spirit is the most
important thing. Jesus tells seventy of
his followers that their power is not as
important as that their names are written
in heaven. Throughout the Bible we are
pointed back to the notion that if
anything in life is to go well and be
worthwhile, things must be right with
God first.
Jesus said to “render unto Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s and unto God
the things that are God’s.” Our country
is not God. Our country is due many

things: faithful service by those who
offer themselves for service; grateful
obedience to the laws of our country
which have been shown to be true and
just; confrontation about the ills that still
exist. Our God is due nothing less than
our all. We give our country respect,
devotion, and pride for the many things
that are good. We give God the worship
of our hearts, minds, bodies, and souls.
Let us salute the flag this July 4, the flag
of our country “under God”, and then let
us offer up prayers from sincere hearts
to the God who holds all countries, all
worlds, all galaxies in the palm of His
hand.
Thank you for all you are to me.
Ed Spencer

ShrimpFest 2010
The Shrimp Fest will be Friday,
August 27th if the availability and cost
of the shrimp make it feasible. More
information will be forthcoming once
this has been determined.

Altar Flowers
There are three Sundays available
for flowers in August - the 8th, 15th, and
the 22nd. Please sign up on the flower
calendar in the office of call Jenny (3493511) if you would like to take
advantage of one of these opportunities.
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Fill the Tub

Stephen Ministry

A Stephen Minister can be there for someone
who's in the midst of a life challenge so
they don't have to walk through the valley alone.
Please help us reach out
to others in our
community by donating
non-perishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center. Items
needed for July are:

Who needs a Stephen Minister anyway, a man once
asked me. It got me to thinking about all of the life
challenges that we are sometimes confronted with.
Situations like the loss of a long held job, a divorce or a
death of a loved one, maybe just growing old and dealing
with some of the physical changes that age can bring.

Coffee
Sugar
Peanut Butter
Boost or Ensure

I could go on and on but I think you get the picture. If
there is anything weighing heavily on your mind, or
something you want to get off your chest, a Stephen
Minister might be right for you.

Give us a call. When you’re ready to talk, a Stephen
The blue tub is located
Minister
is ready to listen.
in the narthex of the
church. Thank you for
your help with this vital
ministry!

Lemonade on the Lawn

Summer
Schedule:
Sunday
Service
10:00 a.m.
16
12

Everyone is invited to join
us immediately after the 10:00
a.m. service for Lemonade
and fellowship on the lawn.
Thank you to all who have
volunteered to serve each
week.
There are still some Sundays
available in late August if you would
like to offer to help. Call Jenny at
349-3511 to choose a day.
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In Memory

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...

Please pray for the
repose of the soul of
The Rev. Kermit Bailey
d. May 28, 2010

DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE
10:00 a.m.

53

10:00 a.m.
June 6
2nd Sunday after Pentecost

56

10:00 a.m.
June 13
3rd Sunday after Pentecost

58

10:00 a.m.
June 20
4th Sunday after Pentecost

63

10:00 a.m.
June 27
5th Sunday after Pentecost

45

May 30
Trinity Sunday

Also, please be prayerful
for his family as
they mourn their loss.

Anniversaries
Happy 5th Anniversary
to
Ed Spencer
who joined us on
June 15, 2005

and to
Jenny Wilkins
whose first day
on the job was
July 5, 2005

Pledge Report
Total Revenue

May 2010

Year To Date

$ 14,767.97

$ 67,107.79

Our sincere thanks
to both of you for all
85.90 - $ 5,752.84 that you do for us!

Total Operations Expenses $ 14,682.07
Difference
16

$

$ 72,860.63
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Dr. Vicki L. Smith
349-3511, Ext. 102
Cell: 919-452-0543
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2009-2010)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
John Pugh 656-4664
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Clark Turner
Senior Warden
Outreach & Community Involvement
349-7972
candsturner@yahoo.com

Alex Melchert
Worship & Parish Life
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Elizabeth Treadwell
Clerk
Worship & Parish Life
336-623-1057
bookar@earthlink.net

Tom Ham
Junior Warden
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

Starr McHugh
Worship & Parish Life
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com

Freda Watt
Worship & Parish Life
342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

Bill Horsley
Outreach & Community Involvement
342-2869
susyandbill@bellsouth.net

John Pugh
Treasurer
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
656-4664
jkfezz@yahoo.com

Melody Watt
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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EYC at theVESTRY
Reidsville Soup Kitchen
Photos courtesy of Elisabeth Pugh
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