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From the Rector’s Desk
Dear Friends,

In light of the recent primary
elections, the tea party movement
and our African American president,
I’ve been thinking a lot about how
we interact as a society. It seems to
me
that we have become really quite
Adult Covered-Dish
angry
and vicious with one another.
Supper
We seem to think that someone who
and
disagrees with us, or is of another race,
Get-Together
religion or nationality, is automatically
at the Watt’s home
our enemy, no longer deserving of our
respect. In the last months especially, our national
conversation seems to
have reverted to hateful
Sunday June 27 n a m e - c a l l i n g a n d
accusations from all
10:00 a.m.
sides.

Saturday
June 5
6:30 p.m.

The Rev. Jim
Mathieson
Guest Preacher

That is not how our
Lord Jesus calls us to
interact with one
another. In Ephesians
4:1-3, the Apostle Paul
writes: I, therefore, a
prisoner in the Lord,
beg you to lead a life
worthy of the calling to

Summer
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10:00 a.m.

Continued on page 3
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South End Elementary - Backpack Program
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

Pictures from the official opening of
St Thomas' Backpack Program at South
End Elementary School. Every Friday
during the school year, up to 50 children
receive backpacks full of food to get
them through the weekend.
The
program has been a great help to the
students and the teachers report far
fewer children arriving hungry on
Monday mornings.
Pictured here along with Vicki is
Elizabeth Lynch, principal of the
school.
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From the Rector’s Desk (continued)
which you have been called, with all
humility and gentleness, with patience,
bearing with one another in love,
making every effort to maintain the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
We are called to lead a life worthy of
Christ’s calling. A life worthy of
Christ’s calling is not rooted in certainty,
self-righteousness, anger or aggression.
It is rooted most deeply in humility, the
humility of Christ. In the meditation for
May 19, Forward Day by Day published
the following:

his truth, and to learn from it. If we
believe that every person, made in the
image of God, bears some part of the
truth the whole community needs, then
humility before others can be the key to
truth.

“Humility, true humility, is the deep
knowledge that God is to be sought, and
found and served in every person.
Humility bows its heart to all, in
acknowledgment of the presence of the
Holy there.

Yours in Christ,

Think of someone with whom you
disagree on an important issue. Let the
truth of this urgent passage work its way
with you.”
Enough said.

Vicki +

Humility can be silent in the vestry
meeting, awaiting the truth that may
emerge from another’s perspective.
Humility is the teacher who gladly
learns from the student. Humility
subverts pride and self-righteousnessespecially when one is right.
The gift of humility comes from the
heart of Jesus Christ to you. Jesus
knows that humility will help you see
others as he sees them, to hear in them

Summer Services
Memorial Day thru Labor Day
One Service @ 10:00 AM
www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Vicki’s Announcements

Adult Party - June 5

We are updating our military
prayer list. Since the list hasn’t been
updated in a long time, on June 6 we will
begin the list anew. If you have a loved
one serving in the military and would
like them on the prayer list, please let us
know. We want to include all our loved
ones who are serving our country.

We hope every adult member of St.
Thomas' Church will attend the adults
only social on Saturday June 5, at the
home of Bob Lee and Freda Watt, 815
South Main Street. This covered-dish
supper will be purely for fun, just a time
to get to know one another better.

Vicki will be away June 21 through
July 5 for Credo and vacation. The Rev.
Jim Mathieson will be our guest
preacher on both June 27 and July 4. If
there is a pastoral emergency during this
time, please contact Jenny in the church
office (349-3511), senior warden
Clark Turner (349-7972) or junior
warden Tom Ham (349-7261), they
can reach a priest for you.

The party begins at 6:30 PM with a
social hour. There will be soda, tea, and
coffee, but if you would like an aperitif,
feel free to bring what you'd like.
Years ago we did this four or five
times a year. It's really fun and beats
television by a mile. Put it on your
calendar now!

Remember our summer schedule:
Memorial Day through Labor Day,
one service at 10am.
As we end another school year, we
give great thanks to those who work
with our young people: Jim
McCloskey, Alex Melchert and
Elisabeth Pugh. They have done a
great job and we are very grateful for
their willingness to serve in this
ministry. Please thank them personally
for all that they do for our church.

Tidings e-Newsletter
New Tidings e-Newsletter - the
response has been favorable so far to the
mid-week e-Newsletter. My goal is to
email those at about 10:00 am
Thursdays for "just-in-time" reminders
for Sundays. If there is any news or
special prayer concerns you would like
included, you can email those to me by
Thursday mornings at 9:00 am for
inclusion in the weekly e-News.
- John
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Another St. Thomas
by Don Gwarek

In eastern North Carolina, just a
short drive from Washington, is the
Village of Bath, our state’s first town. It
is also the home of the oldest house of
worship in North Carolina . . . St.
Thomas Episcopal Church. The interior
like the exterior of the church is
remarkable but even more remarkable is
the history of the church and the area
surrounding it.
Let me tell you a little about the town
and its people first.
In 1672 a Quaker meeting house was
established and soon many Quaker
families populated the Albemarle
region. For many years the Quaker
church was the sole representative of
organized religion in the area. French
Protestants from Virginia came next and
by 1705 the little town called Bath
boasted 12 houses and 50 people. As the
town grew in size Quakers held the
majority of political appointments.
Anglicans, who were in the minority,
felt that they were being discriminated
against and did not like this at all. But
things were about to change.
Governor Henderson Walker, a
zealous Anglican, persuaded the
General Assembly to pass a law called
the Vestry Act. This act divided North
Carolina into Anglican parishes and
required all citizens, including nonAnglicans, to pay taxes in support of
Anglican priests. The act also required
that all members of the General
Assembly be members of the Church of
England and to take an oath of

allegiance to Queen Anne. Of course the
“dissenters,” or non-Anglicans objected
to the tax and the Quakers objected to
the taking of an oath, which was
forbidden by their beliefs. They offered
to “affirm” their allegiance but the
Anglican minority would not hear of it.
The Quakers were barred from all
political positions and the Anglicans
could now take over all of the seats of
government. The Quakers were upset to
say the least. Tempers flared. Governor
Thomas Cary, once an Anglican
supporter but now a Quaker, refused to
yield his office to a new governor. His
supporters gathered up arms but the
rebellion was short lived when they
refused to fire on English troops for fear
of being branded traitors. A drought,
yellow fever epidemic, and an Indian
war followed leaving many families and
the little town ruined financially. But
their fortunes were about to change.
Edward Teach, the man we know of
as “Blackbeard” the pirate, decided to
make Bath his home-port. He sold his
pirated gains cheaply and soon the little
village was bustling with buyers from
all over the area. Unfortunately their
good fortune was short lived.
Now let’s talk a little about the
church I mentioned before.
A group of people started meeting in
the home of a “Major Gale” where a
young lawyer said prayers and gave a
sermon. But these people wanted a
church and a minister of their own so
they petitioned England for several
Continued on page 6
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Another St. Thomas (continued)
years for a clergyman. Their prayers
were finally answered when in 1734, the
Reverend John Garzia, a Spanish
clergyman who spoke little English,
agreed to be the first rector of St.
Thomas Anglican Church. Work on the
new church building started
immediately. During his first year
Reverend Garzia baptized 635 persons.
Worshipers at the new church were not
as numerous as he had hoped for
perhaps because, he said, “the last
subject the congregation wanted to hear
about from the pulpit was sin, inasmuch
as many of them
practiced sin
more devoutly
t
h
a
n
churchmanship.”
H e
a l s o
complained of
the “twelve
vestrymen whose
only endeavor
was to hinder.” If
the Reverend
G a r z i a
complained
about not getting paid a salary for four
years it is not recorded. In 1744, while
visiting a sick member of his
congregation, the Reverend Garzia fell
from his horse and was killed.
While Garzia was there, work
proceeded on the new church building.
The two foot thick walls were made of
brick imported from England. The floor
was made of square red paving tiles,
embellished with designs of flowers and
dragons. When the church was
6

consecrated in 1740, it received a gift of
a silver chalice from King Charles II and
a bell purchased with funds from Queen
Anne’s Bounty, a special fund for
augmenting the income of poorer
parishes.
St. Thomas Church has weathered
much adversity in the way of the
Revolution and Civil wars as well as
hurricanes. One hurricane caused the
water to rise 12 feet above the
previously recorded high water mark
and ripped every ship in the harbor from
its moorings and
threw them into
the town or the
surrounding
woods. The
pastor of St.
Thomas at this
time ran to secure
his livestock and
was severely
injured by flying
debris. He never
fully recovered
and later died
from complications of his injury.
If you happen to visit Bath some day,
make it a point to see this beautiful old
church. Don’t expect a grand edifice.
Instead you will see a beautiful,
restored, Episcopal Church that has
seen continual services since 1734 and
is still a blessing to all who attend there.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

May Vestry Highlights
Treasurer John Pugh stated that
finances seem fairly stable at this time,
reminding the vestry that we are
working with a deficit budget this year.
The finance committee will be
forming an audit committee to complete
an audit of the 2009 finances by the
diocesan deadline of Sept. 1.
Rector Vicki Smith reminded
vestry members of the new Lector’s
Guild and the opportunity to share in
this new ministry.
Junior Warden Tom Ham is
exploring replacing the church tape
recorder with a device that will burn
CDs instead. This is becoming urgent
as the tape recorder works less and less
well.
Freda Watt announced that there
will be a parish party (for adults only) at
the Watts on June 5 at 6:30pm. Please
bring a covered dish to share and a
beverage of your choice.

Thank You!
Dear brothers and sisters;
THANK YOU! I am writing to
thank you, your vestry and congregation
for the prayerful and financial support
of the work we do together in the name
of Jesus as the Episcopal Diocese of
North Carolina. I wish that you and all
of the people of our diocese could see
the vast expanse and depth of that work
as I am able to see it as your Bishop.
What we are doing as congregations,
campus ministries and institutions of
service and education is a wondrous
thing to behold. I give God thanks, and I
thank you.
Enclosed with this letter I have
included a “Thank you” to the diocese.
This offering shares just a small part of
the story of what we do together for
Jesus as the Episcopal Diocese of North
Carolina. It is not an exhaustive list.
Keep the faith,
+Michael B. Curry

[Editor’s note]: To read the complete
“Thank you” list, use this link:
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/507/
ThankyouDioceseSupport.pdf

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Christian Education
Photo courtesy of Jim McCloskey

Sunday School 2009-2010 is now
officially over.
Thank you, children, for your
presence, love, enthusiasm, and
wisdom. Here are the names of kids who
participated this year: Daniel Yount,
Sam and Helen Thorn, Brooke
Melchert, Hunter and Hannah
Dawson, John and Johnsie Reynolds,
Henook Befekadu, Taylor Corcoran,
Adam and Rachel Craddock, Caleb
Dawson and Shiann Clayton.

Children’s field trip and picnic!
Children’s CE will host and pay for a
field trip and picnic to the NC State Zoo
in Asheboro, NC. It will be on a
Saturday sometime after July 4th.
Please come and be with us for a really
fun time with all your old friends and
maybe make some new ones, as well.
We don’t have a whole lot of kids so it is
important for all to participate if you are
able. Stay tuned!
Ches’ Prayer chain.

I would like to especially thank Alex
Melchert for adding so much to our
classes. His artwork, input and special
snacks add so much to our program!

I hope all of you were able to attend
the luncheon in honor of Ches Kennedy.
Our church is blessed to have had him
and he was special mentor to the
“rookie” children just learning to
Acolyte.
As it turns out, the lesson for that
particular day was “Unity in Christ”.
One craft we did was to make a prayer
chain from paper strips. Each loop
began as a flat piece of construction
paper 2” x 8”. And on each strip they
wrote the name of a person or pet to be
prayed for. One of the names each child
had to include was Ches’. As each piece
was completed, it was looped together
with the previous link, forming a rather
long chain. They presented it to him
during the lunch and we all hope, years
from now, he will still have it and
remember his time at St. Thomas.
Shalom,
Jim McCloskey,
Sunday School Superintendant
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Christian Education
Photos courtesy of Elisabeth Pugh
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Thoughts on Stewardship
Photo courtesy of Elisabeth Pugh

Approximately one year ago, St.
Thomas was introduced to Ches
Kennedy, a young man who was to
serve as an intern in our parish. The
definition of an intern is “someone who
works in a temporary position with an
emphasis on on-the-job training rather
than merely employment, making it
similar to an apprenticeship.” Interns
are usually college or university
students seeking skills for a new career.
This is a good idea from the standpoint
that an interested individual can obtain
an idea as to what a certain career might
be like, but also the organization is able
to tell if the person would be a good fit.
My idea of such a position was
someone who would shadow our rector
to see what she does as far as the “ins
and outs” of managing a congregation.
I jokingly told him that if we did not
dissuade him from being a priest, then
he could face any challenge that may
confront him in the future.
I could not have been more mistaken
as far as Ches' role was concerned.
Ches entered wholeheartedly into the
life of St. Thomas. I witnessed his
donning an apron at church functions
such as the shrimp fest, soup kitchen,
and Thanksgiving Day Dinner. He
showed up when we made a stew. He
was on hand when our community did
the Stations of the Cross in downtown
Reidsville. He wrapped Christmas
presents for families in need and was
present at all of our Lenten Dinners. In
addition, he taught Adult Sunday
School and mentored and monitored the
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acolytes. There were even three
occasions when he gave the Sunday
sermon. (And there are many other
tasks he undertook or events in which he
was present that I knew nothing about).
The reason I mention all of this is
because I did not expect him to involve
himself to the extent in which he did.
However, we were the beneficiaries
of Ches' desire to find his life's calling.
He brought a lot of energy, a smile, kind
words, a love of others, and a true
servant’s heart to our church. We will
certainly miss him but understand that
his journey needs to be completed.
Ches, we give you our best wishes and
prayers. Please don't forget us and
return when you can to visit. We are a
better group of people for your having
been here.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Tom Balsley

Musical Notes from Ed - Pentecost
by Ed Spencer

We have entered into the longest
season of the church year, the season of
Pentecost. Yes, “pente” suggests five
something; in fact it suggests fifty days
after the Jewish Passover, when Jews
celebrated the Feast of Weeks. The Feast
of Weeks was connected with the grain
harvest. (An interesting side fact is that
the harvesters were commanded not to
go back to the fields to “tidy up” after
the first harvest; they were to leave the
second harvest for the poor and the
stranger in their land. I suspect that is
where the name for our present-day
Second Harvest Food Bank comes
from.) The account of the Day of
Pentecost in Acts 2 says that about 3,000
souls were added to the believers in
Jesus, so the day was quite a harvest in a
new way. And the account also says that
Jews from all over the world heard the
Gospel of Jesus in their own languages,
even though Jesus’ humble followers
were doing the speaking! This event
seems like a reversal of the Tower of
Babel incident, in which, as the story
goes, the one language of the earth was
separated into many languages. Now
somehow many languages became as
one.

for music to center around ways in
which God gives us new life, and enjoy
singing those songs with me.

The focus of Pentecost, at least in the
early weeks, is the Holy Spirit and the
acts of the Holy Spirit. The Sunday after
Pentecost is Trinity Sunday, when we
celebrate the revelation of God to us in
three persons: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. We will read about the early
church during these weeks and we will
see how God’s Spirit has been at work
for ages and is still at work today. Listen

Stitches of Love

Thank you for all you are to me.
Ed Spencer

Outreach Commission
There will be a meeting of the
Outreach Commission on Tuesday, June
8, at 7:00 p.m. in the Vestry Room.
Anyone wishing to attend and
participate in the work of the Outreach
Commission will be welcome.
Thanks,
Bill Horsley

ShrimpFest 2010
The Shrimp Fest will be Friday,
August 27th if the availability and cost
of the shrimp make it feasible. More
information will be forthcoming once
this has been determined.

We are almost through with the quilt.
Once the quilt is finished we will still
continue to meet on Thursday mornings
to knit, crochet, or work on bazaar
items. Please join us. Knitting or
crochet lessons are available for anyone
interested.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Fill the Tub

Stephen Ministry

A Stephen Minister can be there for someone
who's in the midst of a life challenge so
they don't have to walk through the valley alone.
Please help us reach out
to others in our
It’s summertime once again. Some people are going
community by donating on vacations, fishing, having picnics or barbeque parties
non-perishable items with friends.
for the Reidsville
But some people aren’t.
Outreach Center. Items
There are some folks that are stuck in the house
needed for June are:
because of illness or disability. Maybe they are alone. It
can be a terrible feeling. Talking helps especially to
Coffee
someone who truly cares.
Give us a call. When you’re ready to talk, a Stephen
Sugar
Minister is ready to listen.
Peanut Butter

Boost or Ensure

Endowment Committee

The blue tub is located
in the narthex of the
church. Thank you for
The Endowment Committee would like to remind
your help with this vital
everyone
that a memorial placed into the Endowment
ministry!
Fund is a permanent memorial that will always provide
money to St. Thomas Church and to the community of
Reidsville. The Fund created a total of $4882.39 for
distribution in 2009. It is a great way to remember loved
ones forever.

Prayer List

Reminder... Our
We would also like to thank the following persons:
military prayer list
will be updated on
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Howard
June 6.
The
Hon. & Mrs. Peter McHugh
Please let Jenny
Mr.
& Mrs. S. G. Worth Jr.
know of anyone
serving who you
All were contributors in the year of 2009 and brought
would like to have the Fund total to $61,305.36. Thanks to you for
included.
remembering the Fund!!!
16
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In Memory

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...

Please pray for the
repose of the souls of
John J. Donnecker
d. April 30, 2010

DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

May 2
Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 9
Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 16
Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 23
The Day of Pentecost

Chad Williford
d. April 30, 2010

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

14
47

David J. Gullickson
d. May 20, 2010

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

15
62

Also, please be prayerful
for the families as
they mourn their loss.

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

11
63

Wedding

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

13
62

Congratulations to
John Colin Ferguson
and
Blythe Marshall Ashcraft
who were wed on
May 15th in Aiken, SC.

Baptisms
Congratulations to:

Pledge Report

Jacob Thomas Kimbro

April 2010

Year To Date

and

$ 10,940.08

$ 52,339.82

Graceanne Elizabeth
Kimbro

Total Operations Expenses $ 11,915.53

$ 58,178.56

Total Revenue

Difference
16

-$

975.45 - $

5,838.74

who were baptized
on May 23, 2010.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Dr. Vicki L. Smith
349-3511, Ext. 102
Cell: 919-452-0543
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2009-2010)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
John Pugh 656-4664
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Clark Turner
Senior Warden
Outreach & Community Involvement
349-7972
candsturner@yahoo.com

Alex Melchert
Worship & Parish Life
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Elizabeth Treadwell
Clerk
Worship & Parish Life
336-623-1057
bookar@earthlink.net

Tom Ham
Junior Warden
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

Starr McHugh
Worship & Parish Life
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com

Freda Watt
Worship & Parish Life
342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

Bill Horsley
Outreach & Community Involvement
342-2869
susyandbill@bellsouth.net

John Pugh
Treasurer
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
656-4664
jkfezz@yahoo.com

Melody Watt
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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VESTRY
Farewell
to Ches Luncheon
Photos courtesy of Elisabeth Pugh
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