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Planning
Ahead...

Sunday
May 16
Graduate Recognition
End of Christian Ed.
Year &
Ches’ farewell
Luncheon
after the 11:00 service
Tuesday May 18
6:00 p.m.
Dinner & a Movie
at the Rectory
The Apostle
Sunday May 30
10:00 a.m.
Summer worship
schedule begins
One service only
at 10:00

336-349-3511

May 2010

Vicki to Attend CREDO Conference
The Rev. Dr. Vicki L. Smith has
accepted an invitation to attend a
CREDO conference from June 2128, 2010 at the Bishop's Ranch
Conference Center located in
Healdsburg, California.
The eight-day conference provides
participants with the means to find
direction and clarity in four
component areas: spiritual, physical,
vocational, and financial. CREDO
provides a foundation for participants to
embrace wellness and to prayerfully discern the
direction of their
Luncheon
vocation.

Sunday May 16
CREDO was founded
in 1997 as a pilot
program funded by
The Church Pension
Group. Episcopal
clergy, deacons and
bishops from virtually
every diocese in the
country have taken
advantage of the
CREDO benefit.
Continued on page 3

End of Christian Ed. Year
Farewell to Ches

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Easter 2009
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham
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Vicki to Attend CREDO Conference
Participants are selected at random
from all active clergy with more than
one year in the Pension Fund. The
Church Pension Fund pays all but
$500 of the conference costs.
The Rev. Dr. Vicki L. Smith will join
approximately 30 other clergy in the
CREDO conference. Over the course
of the conference, participants will
meet in plenary sessions, small groups
and private consultations with faculty
members. Participants also have
ample quiet time to reflect on their
personal and professional lives.
Each participant commits to extensive
reflection through pre-conference
instruments and surveys that focus on
personal and professional wellness.
The work of CREDO is organized
around four major areas in each
person’s personal and professional
life. Each of these components is
explored as an integral part of the
whole.
!

Spiritual – offers a sacred space
where each participant can
reflect on his or her interior
life and relationship with
God in Christ.

!

Vocational – provides
opportunities for reflection,
discernment, and planning in
the professional areas of
vocation, career, and work.

!

Health – encourages reflection
on physical and emotional
health and well-being,
stewardship of the body, and
development of a plan to
address the individual’s
health needs.

!

Financial – explores all aspects
of personal financial
management and encourages
reflection on God-given
resources and how best to
use them in response to
God’s call.

Through this discernment and
visioning process, and with the help of
a faculty team of professionals, each
participant builds a CREDO Plan – a
personal covenant based on his or her
CREDO work and a formal
expression of the CREDO
experience. The CREDO Plan
provides a personal baseline and
strategy for effective implementation.

Summer Services
Beginning Sunday May 30
Memorial Day thru Labor Day
One Service @ 10:00 AM
www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Vicki’s Announcements

Luncheon - May 16

Summer Schedule: Memorial Day
through Labor Day: one service 10 am.

We'll be celebrating the end of the
church school year on May 16 with a
luncheon after the eleven o'clock
service. This is an important date
because it's Ches Kennedy's last
Sunday at St. Thomas'. We'll be
honoring him and saying farewell on
this occasion. Please make plans to
attend.

Please join us for Dinner and a
Movie at the Rectory (634 Parkway
Blvd) on Tuesday, May 18 at 6pm. We’ll
have a light dinner and watch Robert
Duvall in The Apostle.
New ministry opportunity!!!
Would you like to read the lessons on
Sunday mornings in worship? Consider
joining St. Thomas Lectors Guild!!! The
plan is to have readers come up from the
congregation to read the lessons and
then return to their seats for the
remainder of the service. Vicki will set a
schedule and we’ll use two lectors each
week at the principle service. If you’d
like to participate in this ministry, please
come to an initial meeting on Sunday,
May 23 immediately after the 11am
service in the Sanctuary. Any questions
please call Vicki (349-3511).

Photo courtesy of Elisabeth Pugh

The entree will be catered, but
vegetables, salads and desserts will be
cover dish. Try to think of your favorite
recipe and prepare it for Ches.

St. Thomas is in the process of
recruiting a newly revised Stewardship
Committee. If you would like to share
in this ministry please let Vicki know.
On Sunday, May 16 St. Thomas will
bid farewell to our intern, Ches
Kennedy. Ches has been a wonderful
addition to our parish life and we have
greatly enjoyed having him with us.
Please join us in saying farewell and
wishing Ches godspeed.
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Attention adults: There will be a
cover dish “adults only party” on
Saturday June 5 at 6:30 PM at the
Watt’s home. Look for updates in future
Sunday bulletins.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Things Are Different Now
by Don Gwarek

Anyone looking for a place to
worship today can find any number of
denominations or offshoots of
denominations to satisfy their religious
desires. If they choose to go to church on
the Sabbath or stay home and watch TV
that’s okay. And, if they wish to support
a church with donations that is their
choice as well.
It wasn’t always that way.
Back in the middle ages, for
instance, there was only one church . . .
the Roman Catholic Church, and it
dominated the lives of noblemen, serfs
and towns people alike, from the cradle
to the grave. People were very religious
then and they believed that there should
be just one religion. So the church
became very powerful. Church leaders,
such as bishops and cardinals, were
involved in politics. The Archbishop of
Canterbury was also the Chancellor of
England. There was no separation of
church and state. In 1302, Pope
Boniface issued a Papal Bull, or law
stating that the Pope was not only the
head of the church but also of all the
kings and rulers in the world and anyone
who disagreed with this would go
straight to hell. If you disagreed with the
church’s teaching you would be burned
at the stake.
People were very religious then and
the thoughts of going to hell terrified
them. Every week they were reminded
of the many horrors that awaited the
sinful if they did not follow the accepted
rules of the church. People believed that
if a person were not baptized they would
be doomed to eternal damnation. This
was a big money maker for the church

because no one wanted to go to hell.
Another big money maker for the
church was marriage. People did not
live together unless they were married
because that kind of situation was sinful
and sinful of course meant . . . you
guessed it . . . hell. And even if you led a
really good life there was always the
fear that when you died your soul would
end up, for a thousand years, in a kind of
holding area called Purgatory. Hoping
that they would get out of there quickly,
wealthy people paid for extra masses in
their names. When a person died, their
body had to be buried on holy ground or
else they would not go to heaven. Guess
who owned the holy ground? The
church also imposed a yearly tax of
10%, called a tithe, on the people. This
could be paid in money or goods. The
church itself did not have to pay taxes.
As an institution, because of all this
wealth, the church became very wealthy
and powerful.
So what did the church as an
institution do with all this money? For
one thing, they built churches. In the
larger cities, these were magnificent
buildings, but even in the smallest
villages, where every house was made
of wattle, a combination of mud, dung
and straw, the church was impressive.
These buildings were an object of pride
to each community. The townsfolk and
villagers were expected to contribute
the labor to build these structures . . . at
no cost to the church of course. The
churches were adorned with paintings,
statues, and stained glass windows.
Since most people could not read, the
decorations in the church were used as a
Continued on page 6
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Episcopal Day School
Time goes by way too fast when
you’re having fun! And fun is what
we’ve had at preschool this year. It’s
hard to believe that we are now in our
last month for the school year. We are
going to miss our graduating students.
They are:
Sam Day
RJ Ferrell
Shawn Huffman
Kennedy Kolessar
Lawson McMichael
Riley Purgason
Katelyn Sarwi
We had a wonderful spring program
and dinner in March. The children did a
great job performing “The Three Piggy
Opera”! We had over 100 adults
attending the play and dinner. It was a
wonderful evening!
By the time you receive this
newsletter, we should have our new
bucket swings installed on the
playground for the 2 year olds. We want

to thank Ricky Loye for installing them
for us!
Thanks to everyone that ordered
geraniums during our annual spring
flower sale. Final figures of our sales are
not available at press time. Thanks, also,
to everyone who took time to come and
read to our preschool class during April.
The teachers and children love to have
our special guests come visit us and read
a favorite story.
We will finish school on May 27th
this year. We’ll have our End of Year
Party that night and recognize all our
graduating and returning students.
Thank you all for your support this
school year. We couldn’t do it without
our friends at St. Thomas!
Registration for Fall 2010 is now
underway and going well. If anyone is
interested, please hurry, very few spots are
available. We start our Kids Morning Out
program in June and we still have spots
available for this 2 day/week program.
Please see a teacher for more information.

Things Are Different Now (continued)
teaching tool to help the faithful to
remember the teachings of the bible.
Of course there were other benefits
besides just church services the
communities received for all of their
hard work and money. The church
provided education, medicine and even
food when thing got tough. For
enjoyment, there were also many
religious festivals.
The religious monopoly of the early
Catholic Church in Europe began to
crumble when the Protestant
Reformation took place. It disintegrated
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further when Henry VIII formed the
Church of England. Disillusioned and
inspired church leaders continued the
breakaway process until today there are
many denominations all professing a
love of Christ.
Today, we have a choice on how to
worship . . . or even not to worship if we
so desire. The choice is entirely ours.
Is there a right or a wrong way?
That’s not for me to say. I’ll just take the
easy path and love my God with all my
heart and my neighbor as myself. That is
the right way for me.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

April Vestry Report-Elizabeth Treadwell
ST. THOMAS VESTRY APRIL 19,
2010 MEETING
Vestry Members Present: Tom Ham,
Bill Horsley, Alex Melchert, Starr
McHugh, John Pugh, Elizabeth
Treadwell, Clark Turner, Freda Watt
Absent: Melody Watt
Vicki Smith, Rector, opened the
meeting at 6:35 p.m.
Devotions were read by Elizabeth
Treadwell, A Prayer in Spring, poem by
Robert Frost.
Discussion continued from the book,
Radical Welcome, The Dream of God - a
chapter written by Bishop Michael
Curry, further investigating the nature of
responsive welcome within the church.
The conversation is ongoing.
The March 2010 minutes were found
to be in need of amendment.
A motion was made by Horsley and
seconded by Pugh to accept the
amended minutes. The motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report - John Pugh
Pugh reported that Parish expenses were
approximately $5,500.00 ahead or
better than projected, but allowed that
careful monitoring needed to remain in
place. The question of EDS rent arose.
In the absence of consensus, it was
determined to both maintain the current
rent suspension decision until 2011, a
period of two years from the original
June 2009 vestry decision and to
manage the issue with documentation.

A motion was made by Ham and
seconded by McHugh to formally
document and revisit the issue in 2011.
The motion carried. Pugh did note both
building maintenance and utilities were
running higher. Postage increases are
being mitigated with email assignments
being sent to Lay Readers and Acolytes.
A motion was made by Turner and
seconded by Ham to accept the
Treasurer’s Report.
Rector’s Report - Vicki Smith
Vicki reported several changes to the
service will be implemented; Chalice
Bearers will read the Prayers of the
People while volunteers from the
congregation will read the lessons and
appointed Psalm.
A review of the Supply Clergy fund
indicated an insufficient amount to
provide for such in the Rector’s
absence. It was proposed to take
$700.00 from the Men’s Club and
allocate it to the Supply fund.
A motion was made by Horsley and
seconded by Pugh to make the proposed
allocation. The motion carried.
A parish picnic is in the works for
May 16th, to celebrate both Ches
Kennedy’s time with ST and the ending
of the Christian Ed. year.
The summer worship schedule was
considered. A motion was made by Ham
and seconded by F. Watt to have one
10:00 a.m. service. The motion carried.
Senior Warden - Clark Turner
There was no report.
Junior Warden - Tom Ham
Repairs to both the Sanctuary and the
Continued on page 8
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EYC

Many thanks to our St. Thomas’ EYC acolytes for taking part in the LGBT
Eucharist held on Saturday April 17 at St. Andrews in Greensboro. (More pictures
on page 19.)
The EYC will be meeting at the church at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday May 23 for the
Soup Kitchen.

April Vestry Report (continued)
Music Director’s office will be
scheduled.
There has been no increase in church
or rectory lawn care maintenance. Ham
noted however, that the Parish Hall
requires a new roof and was expecting a
bid for a tar and gravel roof from Steve
Wilson. Ham was also charged to
investigate the cost of a rubber roof.
Ham also reported the Columbarium
area was being used a public urinal fencing may be required to deter the
activity.
Fellowship and Parish Life - Starr
McHugh

An adults only party is in the
planning stages for June 5th.
Outreach - Bill Horsley
Horsley received a thank you letter from
the Episcopal Relief &Development for
ST contribution to the Haitian
Earthquake Response. Counting of the
Eastertide Hope Chests was still
ongoing, but proceeds were expected to
reach over $300.00
There being no further business, the
meeting was adjourned at 8:04 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth Treadwell

8

www.StThomasReidsville.org

A Forever Thank You to My Temporary Home
by Carlos Valencia

Three years ago by this time, I was
working on phone interviews and an
enormous amount of paper work with
the VIF program and the Rockingham
County School System. I was a few
steps from being accepted…
My wife, Gladys, kept encouraging
me to continue with my plan to teach
public school in the U.S., even though it
meant she was staying at our home
facing the solitude that comes with the
absence of
the loved
one. My
b a b y
daughter,
Daniela,
k e p t
climbing
all over me
and did not
leave me
alone for
o n e
minute, as
if she knew
that her
daddy was
leaving her
and those were the last hugs and kisses
she would get from me. At that time she
was one year old. David, my stepson
who is a son to me in every sense of the
word, kept saying that I had to go and
follow my dreams; moreover, he was
willing to become the man of the house
and be responsible for his mom and
sister. He told me that I was his
reference, his example, the kind of man
he wanted to be… He knew how much I

wanted to obtain my master’s degree,
learn somewhat “proper” English and
acquaint myself with the American
culture, the American people, the people
to whom I already owed so much…
Only God knows all the fears and
feelings I encountered once the decision
to leave my family to further my
education was made. I felt guilty leaving
my family whom I held so dear;
furthermore, I knew that I was making a
choice that
w o u l d
prevent me
f r o m
watching
my infant
daughter
grow from
a baby to a
little girl
who would
be walking
and talking
upon my
return.
Was it the
r i g h t
decision? Was the sacrifice worth it?
Because my family comes first and
foremost in my life, the answer is “yes”.
It would be necessary for me to be
educated in the United States to provide
a better life for my family, returning as a
better prepared educator.
In addition, my decision was
predicated on my childhood dream of
becoming a school teacher by
profession. I wanted to come to the U.S.
Continued on page 10
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A Forever Thank You to My Temporary Home
and meet, in person, the Cheuvront
family from Westfield Center, Ohio,
who ten years ago believed in me and,
even though they did not know me,
decided to sponsor my college
education. They were convinced that
they were helping me become what I
wanted since I was a little boy: a school
teacher. How did I know them? I met
them on the internet, when their
daughter Amy was in high school trying
to learn some Spanish, and I was
working as a mailman and wanted to
learn some English. For four years they
paid my university tuition and helped
me with some extra expenses that I
would not have been able to cover.
They saw my university diploma
when I received it in 2003. I scanned it
and sent it to them along with my
transcripts. They seemed to be proud,
and I was the happiest man in the world,
even though on my graduation day, my
wife and I did not have money even to
pay for the graduation pictures…the
money that was in our pockets was only
enough to pay for the bus that would
take us back home after the
commencement.
I also needed to meet Mr. Richard
Austin, a gentleman from Tennessee
whom I had met (on the internet, again)
some months before my departure from
Bogota. He encouraged me, helped me
fill out applications, translate
documents from Spanish into English
and even helped me with some expenses
attached to the departure. He was just
another angel that God had put in my

way, one of many angels that have come
to my life in the weirdest ways and have
helped me in many different ways… He
was the person who brought me to Mrs.
Ferneyhough’s home after contacting
St. Thomas. He did all the public
relations for me… I think that God
guided him all the way. His perfect plan
was on the go…
Many wonderful people were
involved in my trip and I didn’t even
know them: Mrs. Donna Van Ness,
Mrs. Laura Felts, Mrs. Jeanne
Horsley and the people in St. Thomas
Episcopal church that supported me
even before I landed in Raleigh, on
August 14, 2007.
On August 16, 2007, after three days
of intensive orientation and transition to
the American culture and school
system, I arrived at Mrs. Ferneyhough’s
home. I was scared, depressed,
disoriented, and quite vulnerable. She
was ready and waiting for me and, with
her, was Mr. Austin and his wife. Yes,
they came all the way from Tennessee to
see me and bring me what they thought I
would need for my first days here, and
they thought of everything. Mrs.
Ferneyhough had an envelope with
some money donated by the people in
St. Thomas for whatever I needed to
settle down.
Now I can tell you that that money
was like a blessing because all that I
could bring from Colombia with me was
200 dollars which was almost entirely
gone by the time I arrived in Miami. I
Continued on page 11
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A Forever Thank You to My Temporary Home
spent it in Miami on August 13, the day
of my arrival to the U.S: My name had
appeared on the list of the “America’s
Most Wanted” and the immigration
authorities held me in their offices for
four hours until they searched my
background to be sure that my name was
not the one they were looking for…
Well, thankfully it wasn’t and I lost my
connecting flight to Raleigh. As a result,
I had to stay at the nearest hotel to the
Miami International Airport and my
flight was
rescheduled
for the next
day at ten in
t
h
e
morning…
During
these three
years in
Reidsville, I
have been
able to
know the
Cheuvronts
in person,
hug them
and tell them how grateful I am to them;
I have been able to improve my English,
which is not what I would like it to be,
but is way better than what it was back in
2007; I have been able to earn my
master’s degree in Educational
Leadership at Virginia Commonwealth
University, which I will finish in the
summer; I have been able to meet great
teachers, parents, and my dear students
at Reidsville High School; I have been
able to meet the people in St. Thomas

(even though I don’t go to church every
Sunday); and I have been able to share
my life with a person that is beyond a
mother, beyond a real Christian, a real
daughter of God, an angel: Mrs.
Dorothy Ferneyhough.
God knows that I hate to leave. He
knows that I would like to be part of
Reidsville, St. Thomas and Reidsville
High School for much more time, but
my wife must be where her husband is
and vice versa, and since my family has
a visa to
visit me
here, but not
to stay with
me, I need
to go to
where they
are and be,
again, the
father that
Daniela and
David need,
and the
husband
that my wife
misses.
I had the fortune to meet in person
the American people to whom I owe so
much and I became more attached to
America than before, because these
good people of this country, of this
town, of my beloved Reidsville High,
have shown me how wonderful they are
and have taught me kindness and
openness to others.
My son came to visit me and
experienced America; my wife and baby
Continued on page 12
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A Forever Thank You to My Temporary Home
came and, although Gladys cried a lot
for stress when she didn’t understand a
word of what Mrs. Ferneyhough said to
her, she left loving her and convinced
that I came to the best place, that God
put me exactly where I had to be,
surrounded by the best people.
Many people here have become very
important in my life and, as Mrs.
Ferneyhough, the Austins, the
Cheuvronts and St. Thomas, they will
always be remembered and will always
be part of my life, my story. A story that I
will never stop telling, because the man,
husband, father, son, brother and
professional that I am now is the sum of
the teachings and experiences I have
lived in Colombia and the United States.
I am a proud Colombian, proud of my
people, my race, and my culture; and
now I am a bit American too, because I
feel identified, linked and attached to
this country, to these people.
Now that the time for good-byes
approaches, I want to thank you, Mrs.
Dorothy Ferneyhough, for your support,
your patience, your teachings, your
unconditional love. Thanks, Mr.
Richard and Mrs. Mary Anne Austin, for
your support. Thank you, Mr. James and
Mary Cheuvront, for giving me the
opportunity to become a teacher, for
believing in me, no matter that others
advised against it. Thank you, Mrs. Van
Ness and Mrs. Laura Felts, for
supporting me. Thank you, St. Thomas,
for opening your heart to me, for
offering me a well needed family. Thank
you, Reidsville, for allowing me to be
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one of your temporary citizens and walk
your streets. Thanks a million to
Rockingham County Schools and
Reidsville High School, its
administrators, teachers, parents, and
especially the students, for allowing me
to be part of a wonderful educative
community full of talented kids who
want to be truly productive citizens and
lifelong learners with a great desire to
succeed.
This dreamer is leaving with a bag
full of good memories, with the
certainty of having succeeded in what
he wanted and with the responsibility of
doing for others what others have done
for me. That is the desire of all these
angels that have passed through my life:
that I become an angel for somebody
else. That’s a promise!

ER-D

With Mother's Day approaching,
please consider honoring mothers by
fighting poverty and promoting gender
equality through a donation to
Episcopal Relief & Development's
Gifts for Life catalog or a purchase from
Bishop's Blend fair trade and organic
coffee and tea program. The ideas and
opportunities are abundant and they
support Episcopal Relief &
Development's work to heal a hurting
world.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Episcopal Church Women - ECW
th

Notes from the April 11 General
Meeting
! To date, the stew profit is a little over
$900 with about 30 quarts left to sell.
! Beginning in September the
Morning Chapter meetings will move to
the 2nd TUESDAY of each month so as
not to conflict with Children’s Chapel
and the Healing Service.
! Bob Lee Watt will be available at
the May Morning Chapter Meeting to
answer questions concerning Living
Wills and Powers of Attorney. Tom
Ham will have information concerning
the Columbarium.
! ECW has agreed to insure that the
Shrimp Fest will continue for at least
one more year. Parker Graham and
Elisabeth Pugh will co-chair.
Don’t forget Morning Chapter
th
Meeting on Tuesday, May 11 at 10:30
in the Vestry Room. We will continue to
explore the tremendous gift we leave by
planning for those who must oversee
arrangements at the time of death. If you

were unable to attend April’s meeting,
there are extra forms if you would like
them. Also, Bob Lee Watt will be
present to answer questions about
Living Wills and Powers of Attorney.
Tom Ham will have forms for those
interested in the Columbarium.
Calling all shrimp lovers - there will
be an organizational meeting for the
th
Shrimp Fest on Sunday, May 16 ,
following the luncheon. If you are
willing to help but unable to attend,
please contact either Parker Graham or
Elisabeth Pugh.

Stitches of Love
We are a little more than one third of
the way through quilting. Raffle tickets
should be available in late summer.
Please join us on Thursday mornings or
Tuesday the 24th at 7:00 pm. If you
would like to learn how to knit or
crochet, please see Parker Graham.
There are many very simple patterns
that make lovely prayer shawls and the
more the merrier.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Christian Education
Photo courtesy of Jim McCloskey

This past Saturday, April 24th,
dawned mostly overcast and pleasantly
warm. It was a perfect day for our
annual Children’s Garden workday.
We began by talking about the 40th
Earth Day anniversary and celebration
(April 22nd). I told the kids that our
work and planting is a part of “Earth
Day”. I had Daniel and Austin each
read aloud a collect from the Prayer
Book related to God’s beautiful creation
and our responsibility to care for it.
Next,
we cleaned
up all the
f a l l e n
winter
leaves and
branches
a n d
removed
last year’s
o
l
d
growth.
We filled 4
h u g e
plastic
bags. We
soon found
out that if
you pack the bags tightly, they become
very heavy. Luckily, we had a
wheelbarrow to move them to the street.
Things were looking better already.
We took each pot and arranged them on
the ground. After moving them around a
bit, we agreed on the layout and began
digging holes. Lots of holes. Here’s
what we planted this year:
18 Easter lilies (a gift from St.
Thomas, the “leftover” ones from inside
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the church). I do so hope that they will
bloom next year!
4 azaleas, one purple and 3
variations of red;
2 calla lilies, soft pastel yellows
2 fuchsias, in baskets hanging from
tall wrought iron supports.
(Personal note: It has always been a
source of consternation, that, when I
stand back and look at what’s been done,
all the plants seem so small in relation to
the effort expended in planting them. I
dunno.
T h e
reward
must be in
t
h
e
watching
of them
grow, year
after year,
larger and
stronger,
w i t h
blooms
that so
inspire us.
It seems
just like
Christians. We generally don’t just “pop
up” overnight. There’s a nurturing
process for us as we spiritually bloom, if
we have patience and embrace what the
Lord provides.)
In last month’s newsletter, I asked if
anyone had a small, narrow shovel that
we could borrow. One night not long
after that, I received a call from a former
parishioner, Lucius Pullen. As it turns
out, we still mail him a copy of our
newsletter each month. While he and his

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Christian Education
Photos courtesy of Jim McCloskey

wife are residents of
Greensboro and attend
church there, he saw an
opportunity to help St.
Thomas, a church he
still loves. He no longer
needed his many garden
tools (including the
aforementioned
wheelbarrow) and
delivered them to us as a
gift! It was quite a
surprise, one of those
out of the blue
moments! And it just
goes to show you that
providing our newsletter to our extended church family not only allows them to stay
in touch, but provides the kind of opportunities I think God just loves. Thank you,
Lucius, for thinking about us.
Sincerely,
Jim McCloskey,
Sunday School Superintendant

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Tidings e-Newsletter

If we have your email address you have begun receiving our new mid-week eNewsletter. So far they have been very well received. People say they feel more
closely in touch with the church and our church family this way and it’s a good way
to remind everyone of the events for the coming weekend. My goal is to send these
out at 10:00 a.m. each Thursday morning. If you have any late-breaking news that
you would like to have included, just email it to our regular newsletter email box news@stthomasreidsville.org by 9:00 a.m. on Thursdays. Likewise, if you have any
urgent news or prayer requests let me know and I will try my best to get out a special
issue.
To “give credit where credit is due”, we are taking advantage of an offer from
iContact.com, based in Durham, who is providing a one year free subscription to this
email service for any NC-based 501(c)(3).
We encourage you to take advantage of the “Forward this email” link in each
issue to spread the news about St. Thomas’ with your friends and neighbors. -John
16
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Thoughts on Stewardship
Recently I read a book by Lisa Miller
entitled Heaven. Heaven is something
we all imagine, all wonder about, but
none of us have an idea of what it is
really like. There are some religious
sects that use the notion of heaven for
manipulation, power over their
congregations, and evil – as a
justification of murder. We read in
Revelations about gates of pearl and
streets paved with gold but, as of yet, no
one has ever returned from the world of
the dead to tell us what heaven or the
afterlife is really like. We get an idea of
hell from the Bible and from Dante's
Inferno. Actually, in a poll taken in
America, 80% of the people say they
believe in heaven. The idea of heaven
offers us comfort and hope. But truly, it
is such a complex subject and we are
such complex beings, it is difficult to
come to any one conclusion as to what
we believe about heaven and why.
One thing that I do think is that we
can create our own heaven and hell here
in our earthly lives. When we think of
the trysts of politicians and sports
figures or crimes of embezzlement and
ponzi schemes, we can rightfully say
that these people live in a hell much like
Dante's description of the afterlife.
Personally I feel we have to
recognize heaven as it comes to us in
small doses during our life in the here
and now. Lisa Miller says that a bit of
heaven for her is when her 6 year old
daughter gets in bed with her just before
she starts her day. During the past
several weeks I was allowed brief
glimpses of heaven. One was after the
Stations of the Cross was observed in

our downtown area. The large group
from various churches that participated,
broke bread together in the parish hall of
the 1st Baptist Church. I thought to
myself, “Why can't we have this sense
of community all the time?” Another
moment was two weeks ago at Cursillo.
When we gather in the chapel for
Eucharist, it is impossible not to notice
the quiet, calm spirit where love
abounds and the striving for a better way
to live our lives exists..
Being a bit more liberal in my
thinking, I don't like to think of heaven
as a place that excludes – if indeed God
is a gracious God. I think God's heaven
is for everyone – for those of all
religions or no religions. We all are
God's children after all, aren't we? Until
that time, I have to be content with
heaven as a hope, as Emily Dickinson
described it: “Heaven—is what I cannot
reach, an apple on a tree. . . that heaven
is to me.
Tom Balsley

Dinner
and
a Movie
at the Rectory

Tuesday May 18
6:00 p.m.

The Apostle
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Faith Followings
by Elizabeth Treadwell

“In an organization that has
structured and arranged its ways of
being in and out of weeks and months
and years in a succession that passes
through decades and crawls through
centuries, old ways are covered by new
ways, then rediscovered, then forgotten
again in tides and waves of memories.
Sometimes practices and ways and
observances slowly drift to the bottom of
the sea of memory and are silted over to
be fossilized; at other times they are
unexpectedly discovered and brought to
the surface, admired for their
anachronistic oddity then discarded yet
again as obsolete. But sometimes these
obscure treasures of time resonate when
brought beneath the light of a new sun,
revealing a vibrancy to once again be
admired and treasured.”
Derek Olsen Daily Episcopalian
And so we come to May 2010, where
a brimful of heavenly and earthly events
converge, where the humble are exalted,
where we are offered the opportunity to
pray for the Church and the earth, where
we can relive the tangible promise of the
gift of the Holy Spirit - May is a time of
wonder and fulfillment, characterized
by “shewings,” tongues of fire and
heavenly conversions and
conversations.
The reclusive anchoress, Dame
Julian of Norwich whose book, The
Revelations of Divine Love, recounts
the divine, fifteen visions “shewings”
she experienced after her recovery from
a grave illness. She was revered in her
lifetime as a spiritual counselor and the
mystic, Margery Kempe who visited
often with her said of her, “This

18

anchoress was expert in knowledge of
our Lord and could give good counsel. I
spent much time with her talking of the
love of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Dame
Julian’s dates remain hazy, but she was
probably born in 1342. We celebrate her
life on May 8th.
Sunday May 9, the sixth following
Easter is also known as Rogation
Sunday, albeit this is downplayed in the
modern prayer book. In fact, May 10
through May 12, are designated as
Rogation Days. These designated days
are an ancient custom which has been
observed since the 5th century.
Rogation - to ask, as in “interrogate” we ask God’s blessing of the harvest, of
the earth and sea. It was originally an
agricultural observance, however, they
are privileged times to celebrate
stewardship, to remind ourselves of our
roles, not as masters or owners but as
stewards. These days always precede
Ascension Day, which this year falls on
May 13.
With Rogation Sunday, Easter 6, the
season ends, but The Day of Pentecost,
Sunday May 23, confirms the Lord’s
promise that a Comforter will be sent to
the faithful. The empowering gift of the
Holy Spirit, literally descends and
alights upon all those present in tongues
of flame.
We move ahead to May 26, the first
of the three Springtide Ember Days and
also the day we celebrate the life of
Augustine of Canterbury.
The spring Ember Days were
probably added in the third century as a
balance, or anchor in the church’s year
when its calendar was yet in its infancy.
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Faith Followings
Originally tied to the earth, to the birth
and growth of crops, a new meaning was
given to them by the fifth century: the
Ember Saturdays became the quarterly
dates for the ordination of deacons and
priests. The Wednesdays, (May 26),
Fridays, (May 28) and Saturdays (May
29) became days of fasting and
supplication not just for the earth, but
for the Church, for its ministers and
ministry. They became a day to pray for
the Church.
Augustine was called in 596 to head
a mission to be sent to the pagan AngloSaxons. They arrived in Kent in 597.
Their presence was tolerated by King
Ethelbert and the church they were
allowed to occupy, now St. Martin is the
earliest place of Christian worship in
England still in use. Ethelbert was
converted, perhaps in 601 and became
the first Christian king in England.
About the same time Augustine was
ordained Archbishop of Canterbury, the
first to be so. He died on May 26,
probably in 605.
May 31, is designated as the Feast of
the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary to Elizabeth, her cousin who was
carrying John the Baptist, while she was
carrying the unborn Jesus. Mary’s
gracious response of praise and
thanksgiving at Elizabeth’s greeting is
recorded in the Gospel of Luke and
which we know as the Magnificat.
The continuing gracious presence of
“our courteous Lord” lives on as given
in His words to Dame Julian and upon
which we may ever make our own,
“I can make all things well; I will make
all things well; and thou canst see for

Stephen Ministry

A Stephen Minister can be there for
someone who's in the midst of a life
challenge so they don't have to walk
through the valley alone.
Free your heart from hatred. It’s one
of the six rules to happiness and
sometimes it is easier said than done.
We have all been hurt sometime or
another by a cruel word or deed. For
some, memories of the hurtful things
linger for a short time and then they are
forgotten. But for others the memory
lingers on and on then after a time begin
to fill all of your thoughts with the
affront. What was once a small thing
escalates into a giant offence in your
mind.
You need to free your heart from
hatred by talking about it. A caring
friend is just a phone call away.
Give us a call. When you’re ready to
talk, a Stephen Minister is ready to
listen.

thyself that all manner of things
shall be well.”
Thanks also go to Don Palmer of St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, Magnolia
Springs, Alabama for the Rogation
Days information.
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Fill the Tub

Cursillo 101 - October 14-17

Please help us reach out
to others in our
community by donating
non-perishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center. Items
needed for May are:

Coffee
Sugar
Boost or Ensure

As you can see, this is an advertisement for candidates
and team members to put in an application for Cursillo
which will be held October 14 -17. If it's been awhile since
you have attended Cursillo, let me tell you about our new
The blue tub is located location. I served on the last Cursillo team and it was held
in the narthex of the at Camp Walter Johnson, located near Lexington, NC
church. Thank you for http://campwj.com
your help with this vital
ministry!
This is a truly beautiful facility, approximately 71

Bible Study
Our Bible Study,
begun in Lent,
continues through May.
We meet in the vestry
room from 2-3pm on
Wednesday afternoons
to study Luke’s gospel
together. Your insights
will enrich our study, so
please join us.
16
20

miles from Reidsville. The facilities and food are
wonderful. For those of us that stayed in youth facilities at
The Summit and The Betsy Jeff Penn 4-H Camp, this is a
huge up-grade. The rooms are like motel rooms and I felt
that I was staying at the Camp Walter Johnson Hilton.
I attended in 1995 and have served on 7 teams since
that time. You don't think I would continue to do this if I
didn't think this was a good thing, do you? Seriously
though, I would certainly welcome the opportunity to talk
to you about Cursillo and the whole 3-day experience.
Here's hoping that somehow you will be motivated to
attend. Cursillo is not the only way to experience God but
it is a good way to begin that “God-relationship” that you
have always sought after or desired.
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In Memory

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...

Please pray for the
repose of the soul of
Lionel Cooke
d. April 25, 2010

DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

April 1
Maundy Thursday

7:30 p.m.

30

April 2
Good Friday liturgy

11:00 a.m.

10

April 4
Easter Day

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

35
105

April 11
Second Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

8
45

April 18
Third Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

17
50

April 25
Fourth Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

13
44

Pledge Report
March 2010

Year To Date

$ 12,440.00

$ 41,399.74

Total Operations Expenses $ 12,708.46

$ 46,263.03

Total Revenue

Difference
16

-$

268.46 - $ 4,863.29

Also, please be prayerful
for his family as
they mourn their loss.

We will recognize
our graduates on
Sunday May 16.
Stephanie Ann
Strader
Graduating from
University of North
Carolina Greensboro
Heather Gentle
Graduating from
North Carolina State
University
If you know of
anyone else who is
graduating from
High School or
College this year,
please send Jenny
their name and the
name of the school so
we can add them to
our list.
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Dr. Vicki L. Smith
349-3511, Ext. 102
Cell: 919-452-0543
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2009-2010)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
John Pugh 656-4664
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Clark Turner
Senior Warden
Outreach & Community Involvement
349-7972
candsturner@yahoo.com

Alex Melchert
Worship & Parish Life
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Elizabeth Treadwell
Clerk
Worship & Parish Life
336-623-1057
bookar@earthlink.net

Tom Ham
Junior Warden
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

Starr McHugh
Worship & Parish Life
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com

Freda Watt
Worship & Parish Life
342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

Bill Horsley
Outreach & Community Involvement
342-2869
susyandbill@bellsouth.net

John Pugh
Treasurer
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
656-4664
jkfezz@yahoo.com

Melody Watt
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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VESTRY
LGBT Eucharist
at St. Andrews
Photos courtesy of Elisabeth Pugh
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One Service
10:00 a.m.

Sunday
May 30

Summer Worship
Schedule
begins

May 2010

Return Service Requested
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