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The Rector’s Desk - Vicki L. Smith
Dear Friends,
Our leaders have been telling us that
the economic recovery has begun. I’m
sure that they are right but I can’t say
that I’ve seen much evidence of it
yet. It seems to me that things are
still tough all over and we at St.
Thomas are certainly still feeling the
effects of the recent slump.
It is important that I let you know that
we are facing a difficult budget this
year, with a fairly substantial deficit of
approximately $26,000. This is after paring
the budget as much as the vestry felt was possible without
damaging programs
and parish life. While
Easter Breakfast
we are in hopes that
9:30 a.m.
contributions will
increase over the
course of the year, we
also know that utility
expenses will continue
to be high—we were
hit pretty hard by the
cold winter and the
summer promises to
require lots of air
conditioning.
I tell you all this not
Continued on page 13
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Bishop Gregg’s Visit - Sunday March 7
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

Congratulations to Vance Bost, Ian Fraser, and Grayson Wood on their
confirmation and Daniel Applegate who reaffirmed his confirmation
during the Bishop's visit on March 7th.

2

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Vicki’s Announcements

Holy Week

Worship committee will meet on
Sunday, April 18, immediately
following the 11am service.
Anyone interested in Adult
Education at St. Thomas—one of our
parish goals for this year is to revamp
and revitalize our adult education
programs. If you are interested in
participating, leading or suggesting
programs (this includes all our
programs, Sundays and weekdays),
grab your coffee and a cookie and bring
your ideas to the vestry room for a
stakeholders meeting on Sunday, April
25, immediately following the 11am
service.
On TUESDAY, April 13, join the
ECW Morning Chapter for an
interesting program on “The Last
Things.” Since in Easter we celebrate
our eternal life in Christ, it seems
appropriate to pay attention to what we
must do to prepare to move from this life
into that one. To do such planning
ahead of time (funeral, advance
directives, powers of attorney etc) is a
tremendous gift to those who must
oversee those arrangements at the time
of death. Please join us for this
discussion and give a special Easter gift
to your family.
On Ash Wednesday, we were all
invited to take home a Hope Chest for
Episcopal Relief and Development. I
invite you to return your Hope Chest
(hopefully full of coins) on any of the
first 3 Sundays of Easter. There will be
a basket available at the front of the
church. Please be generous—all
contribution go to ERD for relief in
Haiti.

We are fast approaching Holy Week
and I encourage you this year especially
to walk the resurrection road with our
Lord Jesus Christ. You will find that
Easter is much more meaningful if
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday
have been part of your preparation.
Please join us at 7:30pm in the
church on April 1 for our Maundy
Thursday service.
We w i l l
commemorate the gift of the Lord’s
Supper and then strip the altar to
sorrowfully watch with our Lord in the
Garden of Gethsemane.
On Good Friday, April 2, we will
offer the Liturgy of the Day at 11am in
the church and then participate in the
community Stations of The Cross
beginning at noon at Main Street
Methodist. We will also offer the
Stations of the Cross in our fellowship
hall for those who prefer not to walk
through downtown.
On Easter Day, we will gather at
8:30 am and 11am to celebrate our
Lord’s resurrection. We will also rejoice
in our community by sharing an Easter
breakfast at 9:30, generously provided
by our youth.
I invite you to participate fully in this
most important week of the church year.
It is a tremendous opportunity for us to
newly appreciate Christ’s sacrifice for
us and to rejoice again in his glorious
resurrection. See you in church!
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Holy Week Services
“Let Us Praise the Lord In One Voice”
Community Holy Week Services - 12:05 p.m. each day
Monday - March 29
First Presbyterian Church, 318 S. Main St.
Tuesday - March 30
First Baptist Church, 401 Hubbard St.
Wednesday - March 31
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 1004 W. Harrison St.
Thursday (Maundy Thursday) - April 1
Reidsville Christian Church, 2020 S. Park Dr.
Friday (Good Friday) - April 2
Community Downtown Stations of the Cross
Starts at Main St. United Methodist Church, 221 S. Main St.
Finishes at First Baptist Church, 409 S. Main St.
Offerings will go to Haiti Relief ~ Lunch will be served each day

St. Thomas’ Holy Week & Easter Services
Maundy Thursday - April 1
Maundy Thursday Service
7:30 p.m.
Good Friday - April 2
Good Friday Liturgy
11:00 a.m.
Stations of the Cross (Parish House)
12:00 p.m.
Easter - Sunday April 4
Holy Eucharist - 8:30 a.m.
Easter Breakfast - 9:30 a.m.
Family Service / Holy Eucharist - 11:00 a.m.
4
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Simon’s Tale
by Don Gwarek

The road was crowded with weary
pilgrims, their steps on the dusty road
much slower now than when they began
their journey. Simon was tired as well
for he had traveled a long distance from
his home in Cyrenica. It had taken him
almost a month to walk the dusty 785
miles but now he was here, standing
outside Jerusalem’s Damascus Gate.
He had planned this trip for a long time,
for a journey like this was not something
to be taken lightly. Now he was here
and deep in his heart he was overjoyed
because tomorrow he would celebrate
the Passover in the sacred temple.
As he entered the city, he saw a large
crowd of onlookers, both men and
women, lining the street, craning their
necks to get a better view of something
happening down the road. There were
people on the rooftops of houses,
pointing, shading their eyes from the
morning sun. Some of the people were
laughing, jeering, while others were
weeping uncontrollably. He pushed his
way into the front row of onlookers,
having no trouble gaining a place to
stand. Larger than most of the men
gathered near the Via Dolorosa, people
gave him wide berth when they saw the
bulging muscles on his dark body.
“What’s going on,” Simon asked the
person next to him.
“Why haven’t you heard?”
exclaimed the man. “There’s going to
be a crucifixion. Couple of thieves and
a crazy man named Jesus. Claims he’s
the king of the Jews. Can you imagine!

Anyway he’s going to get what’s
coming to him today.”
“No, you’re wrong,” wailed a
woman standing close by. “He’s a good
man. Haven’t you heard about the
people he cured. He cured a blind man,
a mute and even a leper. His only
message was about loving one another.
He doesn’t deserve to die.” Others
joined in the debate, shouting both the
good and supposed bad virtues of the
man called Jesus.
Suddenly a hush came over the
crowd. In the distance could be heard
the slow cadence of a drum. Boom . . .
Boom . . . Boom . . . the sound, soft at
first, but gradually getting louder.
People were standing on their toes,
waiting with held breath to get a glimpse
of the condemned. Then the murmurs,
voices raised, fingers pointing. “Look,
there they are.”
A Roman centurion, on horseback,
led a small platoon of soldiers who
formed a square around the prisoners,
their spears ready to prevent an unlikely
escape. Behind them marched the
drummer, beating a mournful beat on
his instrument. In the center of the
square, three men carried large beams of
wood on their shoulders.
Simon shuddered at the sight of the
beams because he could imagine the
agony of the prisoners being tied to
those beams and then hoisted on poles
where they would slowly suffocate until
they died. But it was the sight of the
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Simon’s Tale (continued)
man in the middle that made his
stomach turn. He was covered in blood.
A crown of sorts had been fashioned
from thorns and shoved into his head
causing blood to stream down his face.
His clothes had been torn and his back
showed ugly open wounds caused by a
Roman lash. It was agonizing just to
watch the horrible spectacle. Simon
watched in horror as the procession
inched slowly closer.
“My God,” Simon exclaimed in
hushed tones. “That poor man is half
dead already. Who is he?”
The man next to him sneered.
“That’s Jesus. He’s a blasphemer.
Serves him right.”
But others in the crowd were crying,
throwing up their hands, imploring God
to intervene and set their beloved Jesus
free.
Then it happened. Just as Jesus was
alongside Simon, he fell. A hush came
over the crowd. The Roman soldier
raised his whip, hesitated, then lowered
it again realizing that it would do no
good to beat Jesus anymore. He looked
around at the crowd of onlookers and
spotted Simon. The scowling soldier
pointed his finger at Simon and yelled,
“Hey you. C’mere.”
Simon knew it would be futile to
disobey a command by a Roman soldier
and so he did as instructed. “This guy is
just about done for,” he snarled. “I want
you to carry his beam for him.” Simon
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was aghast. He didn’t want to get
involved but how could he get out of it
now. He looked down and the eyes of
Jesus met his. It was only for a second
but yet it seemed like eternity. Jesus
nodded slightly and then closed his
eyes. As Simon reached down for the
wooden beam, a voice from the crowd
shouted, “No you fool. Don’t do it. If
you touch that beam you will be defiled,
unclean and you won’t be able to
worship in the temple for Passover.”
But there was no hesitation on his
part. Simon hoisted the heavy beam
onto his shoulders and the terrible
procession made it’s way a few hundred
feet outside the city gate to the place of
execution. There he dropped the wood
and watched in horror as the a soldier
stretched out the arms of Jesus and
drove heavy nails through his wrists and
hoisted him unceremoniously on an
upright to die. Apparently not satisfied
with the agony Jesus was experiencing,
the soldier then crossed the feet of Jesus
and drove another large nail through his
feet.
It was impossible for Simon to stay
longer and watch the agony of the man
called Jesus. But deep in is heart he
knew that his life would be changed
forever because of that chance meeting.
Many lives since have been changed
because of Jesus. But it only happens
when we are ready to bear His cross.
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February Vestry Report-Elizabeth Treadwell
Recap St. Thomas’Vestry Meeting,
February 22, 2010
Vestry Members Present: Tom Ham,
Bill Horsley, Alex Melchert, Starr
McHugh, John Pugh, Elizabeth
Treadwell, Freda Watt.
Absent: Melody Watt
The meeting was called to order by
Rev. Vicki Smith. Clark Turner read
devotions, a letter which appeared in the
Episcopal New Monthly which
highlighted the message the Episcopal
Church as a church of radical inclusion.
Alex Melchert was welcomed to the
Vestry.
The January 2010 Minutes were
presented. The motion carried to accept
same.
Treasurer’s Report: John Pugh
Pugh reported total revenues
through January 2010 were decreased.
He cited the quarterly payments of both
the pension fund and property taxes
having come due, but noted all
categories were over. Vicki proposed a
cash based budget be considered. Pugh
assented to the possibility, but did
acknowledge 2010 FY could be
problematic for the church.
The motion carried to accept the
Treasurer’s Report.
Parochial Report - John Pugh and
Vicki Smith
The report which provides St.
Thomas’ membership / attendance /

financial statistics to the Diocese was
presented. Pugh noted there were 60
pledge cards.
The report was certified by Pugh and
Treadwell and will be sent
electronically to meet the March 1
deadline.
The motion carried to accept the
Parochial Report.
Rector’s Report: The Rev. Vicki
Smith
Vestry received their copies of
RADICAL WELCOME with their first
reading assignment. Discussion will
begin with the March Meeting. Vestry
calendar 2010 was distributed. Vicki
noted she was in preparation and
communication with Bishop Gregg for
his February visit to ST.
Senior Warden Report - Clark
Turner
There was no formal report.
Junior Warden’s Report - Tom Ham
Ham reported on various repairs to
be addressed by Steve McCollum.
Ministry Area Reports : Education Vicki Smith
Vicki indicated she will begin
recruiting members to form a new
Stewardship Committee. She proposed
holding two separate stakeholder
meetings to discuss the Adult Education
program and the Child/Youth program.
Worship Committee - Freda Watt,
Liason
Continued on page 8
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Library News

EYC

New donations to the
library have increased our
selection of fiction. We now
have 2 sets of the Father
Tim, Mitford series by Jan
Karon and all of the Miss
Julia books by Ann B. Ross.
James Patterson’s Womens Murder Club
and Alexander McCall Smith’s Ladie’s
Detective Agency series have been
added. Leaving Home, A Collection of
Lake Wobegon Stories by Garrison
Keillor, and The Choice by Nicholas
Sparks are just a few of the other new
books found in the fiction section.

The EYC will meet at the church at
9:30 a.m. on Sunday April 25 for the
Soup Kitchen.
The youth group will also meet in the
Parish House kitchen on Saturday
afternoon April 3rd at 4:00 p.m. to
make breakfast casseroles for the Easter
Breakfast. Ches will also be there with
movies.

Thanks to Beth Adkins who donated
books from the library of her mother,
Willie Mae Adkins. The Willie Mae
Adkins Library is an appropriate place
for her books. These books can be found
in the Inspirational section.
Please sign out any books that you
borrow and come back often to see what
new additions have been made.

ER-D

During Lent I had the opportunity to
meet Reid Joyner, the NC Diocesan
volunteer coordinator for ER-D. I
volunteered to be his contact person at
St. Thomas’ for passing along news
from ER-D. Did you know that ER-D
has a 92% efficiency rate? Only 8% of
monies donated are spent on
administrative costs.
- John

February Vestry Report (continued)
Watt provided a detailed schedule
for Holy Week services.
Outreach and Community
Involvement - Bill Horsley reported he
and Turner will form a new committee.
Other Business:
Pugh noted he had received a request
that a loose offering be created for the
county Homeless Shelter. The topic is
under ongoing discussion. Vicki
reported the new Pictorial Directories
8

would be available as soon as February
28th.
The motion carried to end the
meeting.
The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
The next Vestry meeting will be March
15, 2010.
Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth Treadwell
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March Vestry Report - Elizabeth Treadwell
Recap Vestry Minutes March 15,
2010
Vestry Members Present: Tom Ham,
Bill Horsely, Starr McHugh, John Pugh,
Elizabeth Treadwell, Clark Turner,
Freda Watt
Absent: Alex Melchert, Melody
Watt
The meeting opened with
Devotions, 1 Corinithians, Chapter 13
read by Freda Watt followed by a prayer
for the vestry.
Vicki lead the vestry in an initial
discussion from the book, RADICAL
WELCOME,which focused on
definitions of “welcome” and “radical.”
A survey of the composition of the ST
parish family was begun, with an
emphasis on those individuals and
groups with dominant voices and those
more marginalized. Vicki thanked the
vestry for its willingness to participate
in the dialogue which will continue over
the course of the coming weeks.
February 2010 minutes were
presented. The motion carried for
approval.
Treasurer’s Report - John Pugh
While Pugh advised February’s
financial outlook was more positive, he
noted that overall expenses were
running over and advised a problematic
financial picture for FY 2010. General
discussion followed about possible
reinvestment options other than CD’s perhaps short term bonds and consulting

a financial advisor to determine other
investing avenues. Horsely noted the
need to establish Stewardship as a
standing effort.
The motion carried to accept the
Treasurer’s Report.
Rector’s Report - The Rev. Vicki
Smith.
Vicki reported a new set of criteria
established by Main Street Methodist
Church and shared at the Clergy
Association meeting were in place for
discretionary fund use in assisting those
non church members seeking
assistance. The rise in those seeking
assistance, as well as those “gaming”
the system make the criteria especially
needed.
Senior Warden’s Report - Clark
Turner
Turner advised he had attended a
Warden’s Conference, held at All Saints
Greensboro. Beth Ely, the presenter and
regional priest for the southern region
based the program upon the book of
Acts 2:42-47 - with emphasis on church
growth. Turner advocated more social
events be created to foster fellowship
and recommended Beth Ely be invited
to speak at ST.
Junior Warden’s Report - Tom
Ham
Ham reported on the presence of the
Cursillo trailer in the parking lot and
requested that it remain in place into
mid April. He thanked Grace Moffitt
for volunteering to take care of the
Columbarium.
Continued on page 10
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Episcopal Day School
Happy Easter to
all our friends at St.
Thomas’ Episcopal
Church!

St. Patrick’s Day story. We learned a
lot about leprechauns and I’m sure some
children are still listening around for the
sound of them making shoes.

March has been a
busy month. We have been working
hard practicing our “Three Piggy
Opera” that will be presented to parents
and guests on March 25th (before press
time). We will follow our play with a
BBQ dinner. We are looking forward to
a fun night!

During April, we are inviting anyone
who would like to read a book to the
class to call us at 349-3511 x 106 and set
up a time to read. We have enjoyed
having guests in our class and the
children love to see the new faces, too.

Thanks to all who purchased raffle
tickets. We will use the proceeds for
school supplies. Our annual geranium
sale will begin in April. An order form is
available in this issue or in the weekly
th
order of service beginning April 11 .
A special thanks to Starr McHugh
for coming to our class and presenting a

We will soon begin registration for
our summer program, Kids Morning
Out. This is a less structured version of
our school day during the months of
June and July. We meet on Wednesday
and Thursday mornings from 8:30 noon. Please see a teacher if you need a
registration form. Space is limited so
register early.

March Vestry Report (continued)
Fellowship and Parish Life - Starr
McHugh and Freda Watt
Reported the Lenten Suppers were
well attended and the Prayer program
was well received. Vicki reminded
vestry there would also be an Easter
breakfast this year as well. She also
reported the Adult Sunday School Old
Testament CD series continued to be
well attended

Community Garden. Vicki reported that
1st Presbyterian would make plots
available. Turner indicated he would
investigate the possibility of ST
participating in that project.
The meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m.
The next scheduled Vestry meeting will
be April 19, 2010.
Respectfully submitted,

Outreach - Bill Horsley
There was no formal report ,
however, discussion turned on the
possibility of ST beginning a

10

Elizabeth Treadwell
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Episcopal Church Women - ECW
Morning Chapter will meet in the
Vestry Room on the 2nd Tuesdays for
the months of April and May. Please
make a note of the change from
Wednesdays to Tuesdays.
On TUESDAY, April 13, join the
ECW Morning Chapter for an
interesting program on “The Last
Things.” Since in Easter we celebrate
our eternal life in Christ, it seems
appropriate to pay attention to what we
must do to prepare to move from this life
into that one. To do such planning ahead
of time (funeral, advance directives,
powers of attorney etc) is a tremendous
gift to those who must oversee those
arrangements at the time of death.
Please join us for this discussion and
give a special Easter gift to your family.

General Meeting will be Sunday
the 11th following the 11:00 o'clock
service and the board meeting will be
on Thursday, April 8th at Turks for
lunch at 11:30 am.

Stitches of Love

The quilt for the raffle is ready to be
quilted. Back when quilts were made
out of necessity, quilt frames were
designed to hold a twin or full size quilt.
Since our quilt is a queen/king, the
frame we used last year isn't long
enough. After trying to find a larger
frame online that wouldn't break the
bank ( no such luck), Elisabeth Pugh
found directions for making one. So off

to Lowe's she went, and thanks to her
and her brother and a garage full of
power tools, we now have a frame.
Because of the size, the guilt is now in
the Pipkin Parlor. Please stop by and
check out our progress throughout the
spring and summer. The quilt can be
moved temporarily if the Pipkin Parlor
is needed for a special occasion.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Christian Education

Congratulations Tom!

April is the month typically
associated with the glory of spring:
flowers peeking out of the ground,
seemingly eager to enjoy the warmer
weather and longer days, their gentle
blooms, from tiny blues that carpet the
greening lawns, to yellows, pinks and
fragrant reds, all a reflection and a
reminder of their and our Creator.
So, let’s plant some more flowers!
In celebration of Earth Day, our
annual children’s garden workday is
Saturday April 24th, at 10:00 am. The
st
alternate date is Saturday May 1 , also at
10:00 am. We’ll have cold drinks for
everyone and a pizza lunch immediately
after. (We do have a need for a thin,
narrow shovel if anyone will bring it or
loan it.)
As I’ve grown to be an older child of
God, the yearly seasons seem to rush by
so fast. Nevertheless, of all the church
seasons, now is the time for me to
consciously slow down. Jesus’ time
with us is nearly over. Palm Sunday is
lesson 6 of 14 in Year C of our Living the
Good News classes. We sent home a
flyer specifically referencing the last
week of Jesus’ life. This is a wonderful
opportunity to share Jesus’ time with
your child and I encourage you to read
aloud to each other the core of God’s
amazing grace. Two easy to read
versions are the Good News Bible (this
is the one we use in Sunday School) and
the New Living Translation (NLT).
I hope your family will share
together each special day of Holy Week,
the Great Vigil and Easter Day.
Jim McCloskey, Sunday School
Superintendant

Tom Ham was presented the Silver
Beaver Award at the Old North State
Council Silver Beaver and Eagle Scout
recognition banquet held on March 25,
2010 at the Koury Convention Center in
Greensboro.
The Silver Beaver is the highest
honor that can be awarded an adult
volunteer scouter on the council level.
The presentation took place at a called
session of the Boy Scouts of America
National Court of Honor.
The Silver Beaver is awarded for
distinguished service to youth and
service to the community.
Tom is currently active in Scouting
as the Chartered Organizational
Representative and Committee
Chairman for Troop 738 chartered to St.
Thomas Episcopal Church in
Reidsville. He also serves as a Unit
Commissioner for the Cherokee
District. Tom was a Cub Scout, Boy
Scout, and Explorer as a youth.
Tom has served in many different
roles in Scouting, on the unit, district,
and council level. He served as
Cubmaster and Scoutmaster at St.
Thomas Church. He has served on the
troop committee for twenty one years
and has been chair for ten years. He has
served as District Advancement Chair,
District Award of Merit Committee,
district and council camporee staffs,
council campmaster corps, district
banquet committee, district Eagle
board, and FOS Chair for Troop.
Congratulations Tom!
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Thoughts on Stewardship
Our Adult Sunday School Class has
been observing a series of lectures on
the Old Testament over the past month
or so. The lecturer (over the magic of
DVD) is Dr. Amy-Jill Levine, Old
Testament scholar and professor at
Vanderbilt University. Dr. Levine brings
us a unique and thoughtful perspective
on the stories of creation, the Garden of
Eden, Noah and the flood, Moses,
Abraham and Sarah, Issac, and, now,
Jacob. It has been fascinating to see
these narratives brought to life and to
examine our faith as it has developed
through the ages.
One point which is emphasized is
that these Biblical writings were
inscribed and passed on for the people
of that particular era. However, at the
end of our discussion last Sunday, our
facilitator, Ches Kennedy said it would
be fascinating if someone would write
The Creation Story and The Gospels in
today's setting, knowing what we now
know. I then began to consider how we
would write about the beginning of life
and the universe with the scientific
knowledge we possess. The Gospels,
too, would be a challenge as we look at

our present lifestyle and political
climate.
Regarding the gospels, I can imagine
what Jesus would say about healthcare
and immigration reform, wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan, our homeless and
hungry population, and greed on Wall
Street. We know what his reaction
would be. His ministry was one of social
justice and compassion. He was
concerned about societal order,
especially as it impacted women,
children, the sick, the poor, and the
outcast. We talk in our Sunday School
Class about how little people have
changed over the past six thousand
years. Today there are still too many
tragic situations. As I remarked
previously in this column, the
“abundant life” that Jesus frequently
mentions is when all of God's people
have enough to eat, a dwelling in which
to live, and all people are valued
regardless of their station in life. This is
what the Old Testament prophets
preached about and the problems Jesus
asked us to resolve.
Tom Balsley

The Rector’s Desk (continued)

Continued from page 1

to sound a panic alarm but to let you
know that we are facing serious
financial struggles in our parish and we
need everyone to help as much as they
can. The vestry and I know that we’re all
facing financial woes but if our church
is important to us, we need to make sure

that it has the funds it needs to function.
We hope we don’t have to cut anymore.
Please keep this situation in your
prayers and consider how you can help.
Yours in Christ,
Vicki

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Musical Notes from Ed: Maundy Thursday
Holy Week is upon us. We’ve
enjoyed (yes, enjoyed) Lent thus far.
Oh, I know, some of us have given up
things and some of us are struggling
with serious issues. But we have
emerged from our “arctic wilderness”
scenario, and people are beginning to
find gainful employment once again,
and we are learning about prayer on
Wednesday evenings, and the news
from the Bible on Sundays is really
pretty positive. During Holy Week,
however, we encounter the really
grueling parts of Jesus’ time walking
this earth. Maundy Thursday is a part of
Holy Week, full of meaning, and I
offered in our last Worship Committee
meeting to write about it, so here we go.
The word “Maundy” comes from the
Latin “mandatum”, or “command”. It
has to do with Jesus’ “new
commandment” to his disciples that
they love one another. The
commandment is immersed in a deluge
of last-minute teachings we read about
in the account of Jesus’ Last Supper with
his disciples. (I read aloud the account in
the Gospel of John, chapters 13 through
17, and it took me almost 20 minutes.)
The first Maundy Thursday service
reading takes us back to the book of
Exodus and the story of the first
Passover, when God is quoted as
instructing his people to kill and cook a
lamb or goat for each family and spread
some of the blood on the doorposts so
their lives would be spared when God
passed over the house on the way to
slaying the firstborn in each Egyptian
family. The Israelites are to eat quickly,
dressed for travel. They will be leaving

very soon, within the day. The Gospel
and Epistle readings for Maundy
Thursday include small parts of the
account of the Last Supper, which is
held during the week of the Passover.
Music helps us to gain a few more pieces
of the evening, and then the altar area is
stripped to represent the bleakness of
Jesus’ last hours. We leave in silence as
we remember the night and day which
were Jesus’ last before his death.
Let us take a few moments to be with
Jesus and his disciples on that last
evening before his death. Jesus is patient
with his followers throughout the
evening. They misunderstand his
service to them in washing their feet.
They still do not understand what Jesus
is about to suffer, but we do. They think
they can remain faithful through
whatever happens, but we know better.
As the evening progresses, the mood
continues to darken until at the end we,
with Jesus and his disciples, are staring
death in the face. This is not death at
home in bed at the end of a long and
happy life. This is a violent death, a
crucifixion of a young man whose own
people handed him over to the
authorities and demanded his
condemnation to the cross. This is an
assassination, effectively, set up by
church leaders in co-operation with the
occupying government they hated. The
one who was to be killed was not a
murderer or a thief. No, the crowds
clamored for the release of one of the
most notorious murderers of his time, at
the same time they cried out for Jesus to
be put to death. The one to be put to
death went about healing people and
Continued on page 15
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Music (continued)
teaching people and loving people. The
one to be put to death confronted people
with the truth. To those who accepted
the truth, he was and is a Savior. To those
who did not accept the truth, he was a
threat who had to be destroyed.
Disbelief overwhelms us as we hear the
words read and sung. Surely Jesus,
gentle Jesus, cannot be the one to be put
to death. But yes, he is, betrayed by a
friend, forsaken by his own people,
suffering through the mockery of a trial,
paraded through the streets of Jerusalem
with a beaten and bloody body, forced to
carry a heavy wooden cross, then hung
on that cross between two common
criminals until he suffocates to death.
Do you hear the voices? “Hosanna to
the son of David! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord! Crucify
him! Crucify him! CRUCIFY HIM!!”
Of course, Maundy Thursday and
Good Friday were not the end of the
story, and after facing death, Easter is so
sweet.
Thank you for all you are to me.
Ed Spencer

Stephen Ministry

A Stephen Minister can be there for
someone who's in the midst of a life
challenge so they don't have to walk
through the valley alone.
I think some folks might have the
wrong idea about what a Stephen
Minister is and what exactly do they do.
I believe the word “Minister” throws
them off, imagining that if someone
requested a Stephen Minister, a man or
woman would come to their house, bible
in hand and start preaching.
Nothing could be further from the
truth. A Stephen Minister is a friend
that’s waiting to be met. Of course we
all know that friendships just don’t
happen overnight. It takes time.
So let’s say that something has
happened to you recently and you want
to talk to someone about it. Maybe you
consider a Stephen Minister. What
happens next?
When a Stephen Minister is
requested, the requester and the SM will
get together at the requester’s house or
at a coffee shop and just talk. Talk about
anything that comes to mind. Soon
you’ll find that conversation becomes
easier and you’ll start talking about
whatever is bothering you. You’ll
quickly realize that getting a problem
out in the open is the solution for many
problems.
Give us a call. When you’re ready
to talk, a Stephen Minister is ready to
listen.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Fill the Tub

Please help us reach out
to others in our
community by donating
non-perishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center. Items
needed for April are:

Coffee
Sugar
Boost or Ensure
The blue tub is located
in the narthex of the
church. Thank you for
your help with this vital
ministry!

Bible Study
Our Bible Study,
begun in Lent,
continues through May.
We meet in the vestry
room from 2-3pm on
Wednesday afternoons
to study Luke’s gospel
together. Your insights
will enrich our study, so
please join us.
16

Lenten Programs on Prayer
Many thanks to Dee Irwin,
the co-director of Healing
Ground, for leading our Lenten
Programs this year on the
subject of Prayer. During the
third session, Don Gwarek was
called on to describe the “FiveFinger” prayer.(See the picture
on page 19.) Coincidentally,
Dot Shelton had emailed a
copy of it for inclusion in
Tidings just a few days earlier.
Five Finger Prayer
1. Your thumb is nearest you. So begin your prayers
by praying for those closest to you. They are the easiest to
remember. To pray for our loved ones is, as C.. S. Lewis
once said, a ‘sweet duty.’
2. The next finger is the pointing finger. Pray for
those who teach, instruct and heal. This includes teachers,
doctors, and ministers. They need support and wisdom in
pointing others in the right direction.. Keep them in your
prayers.
3. The next finger is the tallest finger. It reminds us of
our leaders. Pray for the president, leaders in business and
industry, and administrators. These people shape our
nation and guide public opinion. They need God's
guidance.
4. The fourth finger is our ring finger. Surprising to
many is the fact that this is our weakest finger, as any
piano teacher will testify. It should remind us to pray for
those who are weak, in trouble or in pain. They need your
prayers day and night. You cannot pray too much for them.
5. And lastly comes our little finger - the smallest
finger of all, which is where we should place ourselves in
relation to God and others. As the Bible says, ‘The least
shall be the greatest among you.’ Your pinkie should
remind you to pray for yourself. By the time you have
prayed for the other four groups, your own needs will be
put into proper perspective and you will be able to pray for
yourself more effectively.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

In Memory

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...

Please pray for the
repose of the souls of
Esther Bean,
sister of Gracie Roberson

DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

February 28
Second Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

14
65
Louise Martin Heffner
d. 3/11/2010

March 7
Third Sunday in Lent
Bishop Gregg’s visit

Combined.
10:00 a.m.

81

March 14
Fourth Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

11
57

March 21
Fifth Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

7
56

March 28
Sunday of the Passion:
Palm Sunday

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

15
63

Pledge Report
February 2010 Year To Date
$ 20,175.05

$ 28,960.39

Total Operations Expenses $ 15,187.76

$ 33,554.57

Total Revenue

Difference
16

Betty Hepp,
sister of Lape Smith

Also, please be prayerful
for the families as
they mourn their loss.

We would like to
recognize our
graduates sometime
in May. If you know
of someone who is
graduating from
High School or
College this year,
please send Jenny
their name and the
name of the school so
we can add them to
our list.

$ 4,987.29 - $ 4,594.18

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Dr. Vicki L. Smith
349-3511, Ext. 102
Cell: 919-452-0543
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2009-2010)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
susanhbullock@gmail.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
John Pugh 656-4664
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Clark Turner
Senior Warden
Outreach & Community Involvement
349-7972
candsturner@yahoo.com

Alex Melchert
Worship & Parish Life
634-0912
amelchert1@aol.com

Elizabeth Treadwell
Clerk
Worship & Parish Life
336-623-1057
bookar@earthlink.net

Tom Ham
Junior Warden
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

Starr McHugh
Worship & Parish Life
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com

Freda Watt
Worship & Parish Life
342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

Bill Horsley
Outreach & Community Involvement
342-2869
susyandbill@bellsouth.net

John Pugh
Treasurer
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
656-4664
jkfezz@yahoo.com

Melody Watt
Nuts, Bolts & Finances
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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VESTRY
ECW Retreat
& Lenten Program

Don Gwarek demonstrates the “Five Finger Prayer” during a Lenten
Supper Program. See the story and this prayer technique on page 16.
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