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Sometime in February, St. Thomas
and Southend Elementary School
will begin our Backpack program.
This program, sponsored by the
Second Harvest Food bank,
provides a backpack full of food to
go home for the weekend with
children who will otherwise go
hungry. We are working with Second
Harvest and Southend’s staff to provide
this much needed resource to some of the
neediest in our community. It will be our responsibility to
pack and deliver the backpacks each week that school is in
s e s s i o n . Va r i o u s
groups have offered to
help including ECW
morning chapter,
choir, holy folders and
Stitches. If you would
like to help with this
program—either by
helping me organize or
by packing or
delivering backpacks,
please talk to me. This
program is one small
Wednesday February 17
way that we can
12:00 Noon & 7:30 p.m.

Ash Wednesday Services

Holy Eucharist with
Imposition of Ashes

Continued on page 3

in the church
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194th Annual Diocesan Convention
Photos courtesy of Brad & Sally Bradley, Salisbury, NC

See page 6 for more on this year’s Convention
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Adult Christian Ed.

Notes & Reminders

Sunday School begins February 7 at
9:45!

Bishop Gregg will be making a
visitation to us on Sunday, March 7. If
you would like to be confirmed or
renew your confirmation vows on
that day, please speak to Vicki as soon
as possible. We’ll want to organize a
class in February.
Ash Wednesday Services —
February 17: Holy Eucharist with the
imposition of ashes 12noon in the
church; Holy Eucharist with the
imposition of ashes, choir participating
at 7:30pm in the church.
Scout Sunday, February 7: come
help us celebrate our troop and 100
years of Scouting!
Altar Guild meeting on Sunday,
Feb. 7 right after the 11am service.
Please come and join us as we review
our work and ministry.
Because of Bishop Gregg’s
visitation on March 7, we will have one
service at 10am rather than our usual
schedule. Come join us and welcome
Bishop Gregg!
Our Lenten Program will begin
during the week of February 22nd. Please
watch the Sunday Bulletin for further
information.
Congratulations to our intern, Ches
Kennedy, who received postulancy on
January 11 (that’s the first official step
on the road to ordination). Ches will also
be working with us through the end of
the school year—we’re very glad to
have him for this extra time.
Worship Committee meeting on
Sunday, Feb. 21 immediately following
the 11am service. Please be there to help
plan Holy Week and Easter.

We encourage adults and high school
students to experience a new DVD
series taught by Amy-Jill Levine. Dr.
Levine is a New Testament Studies
professor at Vanderbilt University
Divinity School. She earned her M.A.
and Ph.D in Religion from Duke
University. Each class will begin with a
30-minute video, followed by a guided
discussion.
Choir members and High School
acolytes will still be able to enjoy this
engaging study!
Please join us!
February 7- In the Beginning
February 14- Adam & Eve
February 21- Murder, Flood, Dispersion
February 28- Abraham, Sarah, and
Hagar

Rector’s Desk

Continued from page 1

embrace Christ’s mission to proclaim
good news to the poor. I invite and
encourage you to be a part of it.
In Jesus’ Name,
Vicki

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Senior Warden’s Report
We will hold our annual Vestry
Retreat on January 29-30 this year.
Because of the retreat, we will also hold
our January Vestry Meeting on the
afternoon of Saturday, the 30th. This
will be the first meeting for the newly
elected vestry members, Alex
Melchert, Starr McHugh, and Melody
Watt. During the retreat, we hope to
analyze each of the various parish
committees and find a proper fit for each
vestry member, according to their
talents and interests, to chair each of
these important committees. We will

also establish goals for the new year as
would best benefit our parish.
Please keep the vestry in your
prayers for a successful meeting.
Clark Turner,
Senior Warden

Deacon Paul Valdes

Deacon Paul!
Deacon Paul Valdes has completed
his assignment with St. Thomas. We
give him heartfelt thanks for his
ministry among us and wish him
godspeed in all his future endeavors.
4
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Christian Symbols
by Don Gwarek

Symbols are an important part of our
Christian heritage. We see them in the
form of carvings on monuments,
paintings, stained-glass windows, and
books. Most times we see them but
don’t really pay attention to them or
think of the meaning behind them.
It was different for the early
Christians, especially those living in
Rome.
Jesus’ message spread rapidly after
His death and resurrection because of
the evangelism of Paul and other
disciples and because this new religion
worked for everyone. In Rome, this new
religion was tolerated for a time because
the authorities thought that it was just
another sect of Judaism. But then the
Emperor and his advisors became
worried. The Emperor considered
himself a god and these so called
“Christians” were not paying him the
required homage. Rumors flew about
this new religious group. Some said that
they practiced cannibalism and wild sex
at their gatherings. Soon their churches
were razed and individuals were
tortured or killed. They buried their
dead in underground cemeteries called
the catacombs. It was here that Paul’s
teaching was preserved through the use
of symbols painted and carved near the
burial places of their loved ones.
An important symbol was the fish. It
represented both the feeding of the
loaves and fishes to the multitude and
the first five letters of the word for fish
was “Ichthys” was thought to describe

the character of Jesus, Jesus Christ, Son
of God, Saviour.
Another popular theme was
depicting Jesus as the good shepherd,
sometimes painted, sometimes in basrelief. Sometimes Jesus was depicted
seated between several saints. A biblical
story message often used was the ChiRho, which are the first two letters of the
Greek alphabet superimposed upon
each other. The symbols for Alpha and
Omega were also used.
The early Christians believed that
the flesh of the peacock did not decay
after death and so it became a symbol of
the resurrection. Other symbols used
were palms, the dove, which reminded
the faithful of the Holy Spirit, and the
sacrificial lamb. Paintings of a vine
depicted the connectedness between
Christians and Christ. Ribbons, stars,
garlands, all had special meaning to
those early Christians.
About now you’re probably
wondering why I haven’t mentioned
any images of the cross. While it is one
of the most recognized symbols in the
world today, depiction of the cross was
not used until the 4th century. The
earliest known image of an undisguised
cross was found on the tomb of a Greek
man, named Sextus Petronius Probis
and, and his wife, Rome, in 390 AD.
Prior to this time, the cross was
always disguised. Sometimes it was
shown as an anchor, sometimes as the
mast of a ship. The Greek cross of

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Christian Symbols (continued)
equilateral arms and a cross in the form
of an X, called Saint Andrews cross was
also used.
Today Christian symbols can be seen
in many places but the most important

symbol of all can be seen everywhere.
That symbol is YOU! People see
Christ’s love in you, for you are the
symbol of the last great commandment
of Jesus, “TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER
AS I HAVE LOVED YOU.”

194th Annual Convention

Many thanks to Bob
Lee Watt, Bill Sutton
and Vicki for so ably
representing us again
this year at the
Convention. The 194th
Annual Diocesan
Convention was held at
W i n s t o n - S a l e m ’s
Benton Convention
Center on Friday and
Saturday January 22
and 23. This year’s
theme was “100,000
Ways to Say Welcome”.
A m o n g
t h e
convention’s goals was
to package 100,000 meals for Stop Hunger Now. Thanks to the youth, clergy,
delegates and guests who participated, they exceeded the goal and packaged
100,500 meals!
6
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Episcopal Day School
Cold weather has
not slowed us down
at Episcopal Day
School! (Though it
has kept us off the
playground a few
times.) We continue to move along with
our letters of the alphabet, numbers,
colors and shapes. The kids really
impress us with how quickly they learn
and retain. We’ve had a lot of fun, too.
The kids are looking forward to our
Valentine party we’ll have on the 12th.
We will soon be busy practicing songs
for our spring program.
During January we welcomed a
special guest, David’s mom, Beatriz.
She was kind enough to join us in class
and tell us about growing up in
Medellin, Colombia in South America.
She was so interesting and the kids
loved seeing the ponchos, books,
purses, currency and other items she
brought in. We learned about some
customs that the people of Colombia
enjoy such as the many, many lights that
are put up during Christmas (even more
than Tanglewood!). We also learned
about the festivals and celebrations they
have using the many flowers they grow
in Colombia. She told us about what
they typically eat for breakfast, lunch
and dinner. Beatriz also talked about
their major export which is, of course,
coffee. She even brought everyone a
sample of chocolate from her last trip to
Colombia, over the Christmas break.
The children decided that we should
take a field trip to Colombia!

Thank you to everyone who is
sending in BoxTops from General Mills
products! We have received $85 this
year from this fund-raiser. Keep sending
them in! Also, we continue to receive
donations from Food Lion from the
Shop and Share program they have.
Thanks for registering your Food Lion
cards to benefit EDS! If you have any
questions about these programs, please
call the teachers.
“Spotlight on Former EDS Students”
Julie Teague Petry: Is now 25 years
old and graduated from Carlisle School
and The University of Georgia. She is
married to Dustin Petry, another
Georgia grad, and they live in Atlanta.
Julie works for Godwin Wright, a
Northwestern Mutual Life agency, as
client relations coordinator.
Ginny Teague, age 20, graduated
from Carlisle School where she was
student body president her senior year.
She is a junior at UNC-Chapel Hill
majoring in journalism with a minor in
sociology.
Both of them fondly recall their
years at EDS. Julie was in what was the
first preschool class when it was
MerRay at Holy Infant and the first
kindergarten class taught by Susan
Moore at what is now Congregational
Christian. Ginny went to two years of
preschool and kindergarten at St.
Thomas' where she spent several operas
clinging to Mary Rawley.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Episcopal Church Women - ECW
The annual ECW retreat will be
held on March 6th at the Penn House.
The quest speaker will be Sarah
Woodard, deacon at St. Titus in
Durham. She will speak on healing. An
interesting and fun day is promised at
the Penn House. If you plan to attend
please RSVP to the church office or
Laura Felts. This is needed for a lunch
count.
ECW Handbooks are in the
Narthex. Please take yours and any that
you can deliver. This will help reduce
the number we have to mail.

Altar Guild Workshop
Help! Calling everyone. Come join
the Altar Guild. There will be a short
Altar Guild workshop on Sunday,
February 7th following the 11:00
o’clock service for all current and
perspective members. If you are
interested, this meeting will give you a
chance to ask questions and learn about
this ministry.

ECW Stew - If you have not signed
up yet to help with the stew, the sign up
sheet is in the Narthex. There will be
Subway Sandwiches to help you
maintain your strength as you stir, stir,
stir.

Stitches of Love
We will continue to meet on
Thursday mornings, weather
permitting.
On Tuesday February 23rd, we will
meet at Turks for dinner at 6:00 pm
before going to church. Please join us.
8
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Christian Education
WinterJam 2010 is coming!
WinterJam is a Contemporary
Christian music concert, being held
Saturday, February 6, 2010, at 6:00pm
at the Greensboro Coliseum. This year’s
headline group is NOT to be missed: it's
Grammy Award winning Third Day!
Appearing with Third Day are the
Newsboys, Tenth Avenue North and
Fireflight. Also appearing are the
groups Sidewalk Prophets, Robert
Pierre and Revive. This year’s
inspirational speaker is Tony Nolan.
Winter Jam is hosted by the legendary
Christian group NewSong. WinterJam
has 44 tour dates, January thru March,
and is one of the largest musical tour
events in the recording industry.
This trip is a joint effort by the CE
program and the Youth Group. We will
meet in the St. Thomas parking lot at
2:30 pm and leave for Greensboro
promptly at 2:45 pm. First stop is the
K&W cafeteria at Friendly Center for a
pre-show meal. Then on to the Coliseum

to be with 20,000 other Christian music
lovers and turn your Jesus Freak loose!
This is an event to glorify our Savior,
Jesus Christ. Many, many area churches
will bring their children, youth groups,
Youth Ministers, teachers and pastors.
The cost for the kids/youth? Zero!
This event and the pre-show meal is a
special treat paid for from our church
program budgets. However, if you wish
to buy souvenirs, CD’s, tee shirts,
posters, drum sticks, etc., please bring
your own spending money. Tee shirts
typically will run $20 and up, although
they always have some nicknacks for $2
to $4.
RSVP please! We need to know how
much cash to have to get us in. Call me,
Jim McCloskey at 349-3354 (h); 2401283 (cell) or Elisabeth Pugh, Youth
Group, at 656-4664 (h).
Jim McCloskey
Sunday School Superintendent

CHRISTIAN MUSIC’S LARGEST ANNUAL TOUR!
www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Thoughts on Stewardship
I feel certain that everyone in our
congregation has been shocked and
distraught over the devastation and loss
of life resulting from the major
earthquake that struck Haiti. In Adult
Sunday School we shared our thoughts
as to where God is in all of this. In a
nation as poor as Haiti, this seemed like
an unusually cruel blow to people who
have very little and are just struggling to
get by in life.
There are many speculations as to why
something like this happens. We have
tried to shape God into an image that we
can understand. Some people assume to
know exactly who he is and what he
thinks. However, we cannot trivialize
God to the extent that we can say,
“Okay, today God is going to push the
earthquake button.”

Forces of nature are blind to the good
or bad persons who may be in its path.
Nevertheless, in spite of this enormous
tragedy, God is present. God is in the
giving of monetary gifts to purchase
food, water, and medicine. God is
present in all who collect essential
goods to be sent to those suffering and in
need. God is there with all the rescue
teams, medical personnel, and
humanitarian workers who are laboring
side by side with the victims of this
disaster. When individuals give money
and volunteer their services, this is the
answer to prayers. This is God working
in us and through us.

ECW Stew
February 12
Pre-order by
Sunday February 7

$5.00 a Quart
10

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Tom Balsley

Faith Followings
by Elizabeth Treadwell

The notable women and men, the
saints whose lives the Episcopal Church
chooses to commemorate in the
Communion of Saints presents a rich
diversity of endeavor, from missionary
to poet and quite literally spans the
centuries. For each day of this short
month we have the opportunity to give
thanks and remembrance for a life lived
in dynamic faith and grace to our Lord
Jesus Christ, often in brutal and
antagonistic circumstances; the fruits of
whose labors were never realized in
their own lifetimes; a not inconsiderable
number served at the loss of their lives.
Therefore, to choose to highlight one
individual is to do so at the expense of
leaving others for other occasions. I’d
like to offer you more transparency in
this subjective process by offering two
points of departure as inspiration for this
month’s choices.
To begin however, we pause on
February 2nd to remember “The
Presentation of Our Lord,” the day
which the young Jesus was presented at
the temple in accordance with Jewish
law. This day shares a rich history across
the course of Christianity for its
symbolic significance as the end of
burnt offerings and sacrifice as
prescribed by the Old Testament. In
their place - the person of Jesus Christ
himself, the perfect lamb of God, given
by God. The day is also known as
Candlemas.
The writer in January’s “Forward Day
by Day,” serves as a missionary in
Sudan. Early into reading his

meditations it struck me that the
Christianity he was writing about,
practicing and living in Sudan was quite
different from what I experience here not better necessarily, but sharper, an
older form perhaps, and even very much
closer to the first generations of
practicing Christians. In subsequent
meditations, the author specifically
addresses this issue of difference.
Collectively, we have recently
celebrated the life of Martin Luther
King Jr. While the country still struggles
with racial and religious bias, economic
justice for all people, the causes for
which Dr. King gave his life, our
Episcopal tradition honors those who
came before and those who continue the
work.
Absalom Jones taught himself to read
from the New Testament. He had been
born a house slave in 1746 in Delaware.
At the age of sixteen he was sold to a
storeowner in Philadelphia. While there
he was educated by the Quakers. At
twenty, he married another slave and
purchased her freedom. In 1784 he
bought his own freedom. His vocation
in the church, marked by an active
evangelism swelled the ranks of the
Black congregation against the rising
scrim of segregationist instincts within
his first church, St. George’s Methodist.
In 1787, Black Christians organized the
first Afro-American Society, the Free
African Society. This society applied for
membership in the Episcopal Diocese of
Pennsylvania. In 1794, it was admitted
as St. Thomas African Episcopal
Continued on page 13
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Stephen Ministry

New Office Hours

A Stephen Minister can be there for someone who's
in the midst of a life challenge so they don't have
to walk through the valley alone.
I have a wonderful little poem that I would like to share
with you. It was written by Johnny Hart, the guy that
draws the comic strip, B.C. Here it is.
When nobody seems to love you
And trouble’s everywhere
When skies turn dark above you
And joy turns to despair
When everything just falls apart
And no one seems to care
Jus’ look down deep inside your heart
And know that God is there.

Monday, Tuesday,
& Thursday
8:30 am - 1:30 pm
Wednesday
8:30 am - 12:30 pm

Flowers

The 2010 Flower
How wonderful it is to know that you always have God
to turn to. There is someone else you can turn to when you C a l e n d a r i s n o w
need to talk and don’t want what you say blabbed around. available in the church
office. If you would
It’s a Stephen Minister.
like to place flowers on
Don’t keep your hurt bottled up inside you. It won’t go the altar on a particular
away. It’ll just get worse unless you get it off your chest. Sunday, please sign up.
Thank you!
You’ll feel so much better when you do.
Give us a call. When you’re ready to talk, a
Stephen Minister is ready to listen.

12
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Fill the Tub

Faith Followings
Church. Over the course of the first year the church grew
to over 500 members. In 1802 Absalom was ordained a
priest, having first served as deacon. We celebrate the life
of Absalom Jones on February 13th.

Please help us reach out
to others in our
community by donating
non-perishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center. Items
needed for February
are:

Canned Goods
Coffee
Sugar
Boost or Ensure
The tub is located in the
narthex of the church.
Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!

Bible Study
New Bible Study to
begin in Lent: Starting
on Wednesday, Feb 24
(and continuing through
May), we will meet in
the vestry room from 23pm on Wed afternoons
to study Luke’s gospel
together. Your insights
will enrich our study, so
please join us.

As the Archbishop of the Church of Uganda, Rwanda,
Burundi and Boga-Zaire (1974), Janani Luwum sought to
protect his people from the brutality of the Ugandan
military leader, Idi Amin. In the aftermath of the Makerere
University (August 1976) sacking by military troops, the
Christian leaders of the country drafted a memorandum
against officially sanctioned rape and murder. On
February 16, 1977, the Archbishop was summoned to Idi
Amin’s palace, along with other Anglican bishops, the
Roman Catholic cardinal archbishop and a leader of the
Muslim Community. They were accused of complicity in
a plot to murder the President. Most were allowed to leave
- Umum was ordered to stay behind. He was never seen
alive again. Several weeks later his bullet ridden body was
released to his relatives. We give thanks for the
Archbishop’s life on February 17th.

Thank You!
The Reidsville Soup Kitchen,
Inc. would like to take this
opportunity to express their
sincere appreciation for your
recent expression of goodwill.
$125
Support such as yours ensures
the continuation of this much
needed community project.
Thanks St. Thomas for your
continued support - it is very much
appreciated!!!
Stephanie

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Dr. Vicki L. Smith
349-3511, Ext. 102
Cell: 919-452-0543
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2009-2010)

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
hambones@netmcr.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com
• ECW
Anne Montaigne 349-9441
amontaigne@yahoo.com
Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
John Pugh 656-4664
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Clark Turner
349-7972
candsturner@yahoo.com

Alex Melchert
634-0912

Elizabeth Treadwell
336-623-1057
bookar@earthlink.net

Tom Ham
932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

Starr McHugh
342-3210
starrmchugh@yahoo.com

Freda Watt
342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

Bill Horsley
342-2869
susyandbill@bellsouth.net

John Pugh
656-4664
jkfezz@yahoo.com

Melody Watt
394-4247
mwatt1@bellsouth.net
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VESTRY

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...

DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

January 3
8:30 a.m.
2nd Sunday after Christmas 11:00 a.m.

10
40

January 10
First Sunday after
The Epiphany

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

14
57

January 17
Second Sunday after
The Epiphany

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

10
54

January 24
Third Sunday after
The Epiphany

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

19
62

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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