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November 15, 2009
This is my second annual report,
and you and I have just completed our
first year of ministry together. I’ve
learned a great deal over the last
year—I’ve learned what a kind and
caring community St. Thomas is,
especially if you’re wearing a big
black surgical boot or the furnace in
the rectory goes out. You take good
care of each other and of me and that’s
been great to learn.
I’ve also learned how faithful you are in
worship and service and how important both those things
are in our parish life. I’ve learned a little bit about what
interests you and what
doesn’t and you’ve
learned some of the
same about me.
Overall, it’s been a
good year—we’ve had
Thursday
a good time getting
December
24
comfortable with one
another.
10:30 pm Special Music
We would perhaps
11:00
pm Festival Eucharist
now like to say that the
transition is over. The
new rector’s not new
anymore; we’ve all

Christmas Eve
Service

Continued on page 4
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Thanksgiving Dinner 2009
Photos courtesy of Jim McCloskey

Story and more pictures on pages 12 and 13
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Advent & Christmas
Come join us for Advent and
Christmas this year!!
Sunday, Dec. 6: Advent 2
Services at 8:30 and 11am,
Adult Advent Series 9:45
Sunday, Dec. 13: Advent 3
Services at 8:30 and 11am,
Adult Advent Series at 9:45

Thursday, December 24: Christmas
Eve
Special Music 10:30 pm

Sunday, Dec. 20: Advent 4
Services at 8:30 and 11am,

Festival Eucharist 11pm (one service
only)

Adult Advent Series at 9:45
Friday: December 25: Christmas
Day
10am: Holy Eucharist
Sunday, December 27: Christmas 1
10am Lessons and Carols (one service
only)
Sunday, January 3: Christmas 2

Adult Advent Series
“The Best Songs Come at Night”
This is the name of our Adult education
series for Advent. We’ll meet on the
Sundays of Advent (Nov 29-Dec 20) at
9:45 in the vestry room to discuss this
book. If you would like to participate
please pick up your copy of the book
from Vicki ($7).

Services at 8:30 and 11am

Readers Needed
Readers are needed for the
Christmas Lessons & Carols service
on Sunday, December 27th at 10:00 am.
Please speak to Vicki if you are willing
to help with this service.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Annual Report - Vicki L. Smith (continued)

Continued from page 1

settled in some, so the transition and
changes are done. But the reality is that
in a living, healthy church, which St.
Thomas is, the transitions are never
really over. We stop changing only
when we’re dead; otherwise, as a living,
healthy church (which we are) we are
called always to be open to the Spirit of
God and to discern who God is calling
us to be this year at St. Thomas and in
Reidsville.
Over the last year, I’ve learned quite
a lot about the history of this church, and
the history of Reidsville. I’ve heard
memorable stories about special people
and events that help define who we are
today and I’m so grateful to have
learned about them. We need to know
our history—it’s an important part of the
basis upon which this church is built. We
need to know our past and be grateful for
it—lots of people worked very hard for
this church and we need to appreciate
and remember that. Our challenge is to
remember with gratitude without
getting stuck.
I read recently that it is not so much
that we resist change, as that we resist
loss and that idea rings true to me. Any
change brings with it loss— you and I
certainly know that. For us and for our
church, much of the loss that comes with
change has already happened, and we
didn’t really have much choice about it.
Reidsville and St. Thomas are not the
same places that they were 30 years
ago—economics and demographics
have changed greatly, and we naturally
mourn the losses those changes brought
about.
The challenge for us is not to stay in

our grief, not to continue to look
backwards and mourn what used to be.
There comes a time, and this is probably
it, when we need to say “it is what it is”
and let it go. Not forgetting our history
but no longer holding it up as the
benchmark of our well-being. Dr. Seuss
said, “don’t cry because it’s over, smile
because it happened.” That’s what we
need to do—remember with gratitude
and joy who and what we’ve been and
use that strong foundation to move into
the present and turn toward the future.
A real problem with focusing too
much on the past is that it keeps us from
truly appreciating the present. This is a
great church, right now. It’s certainly
different than it was a generation ago but
it’s still a really good place. This is a
healthy, vibrant church with lots going
on and lots to offer. Our worship is
meaningful and led by a strong choir, lay
reader corps and acolyte program. Our
ushers keep us moving and our altar
guild keeps us organized. We are good at
taking care of each other, through thick
and thin, good times and bad. Your
faithfulness to one another, and
especially to our shut-ins, is really
remarkable. We are dedicated to service
in the community and we do it well,
especially our incredible Thanksgiving
dinner. Our vestry is committed and
hardworking and our staff is strong,
energetic and effective. This is a good,
healthy church offering us all worship,
caring, service, education and spiritual
growth. We need to appreciate who we
are right now.
But as I said, in a healthy church, the
transitions are never really over. We
Continued on page 10
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Is Christmas a holy day or a holiday?
by Don Gwarek

“It’s Santa Claus. It’s Santa Claus,”
cried the little children as they spotted
the man in the red suit. Amid the excited
squeals and laughter the words
“presents,” and “he’s gonna bring me,”
were heard continuously.
It seems like Santa is the big deal at
Christmas time, in many cases outshining the reason for the season, the
birth of Jesus. Most little kids will tell
you that the baby Jesus was born on
Christmas day and may gaze lovingly at
the manger scenes but if you really want
to get them worked up, just ask them
about Santa Claus. Let’s face it, it’s hard
to compete with a guy that brings you
bunches of toys and goodies and has all
kinds of cute cartoons and stories about
him.
There is no doubt that Christmas has
become more of a holiday than a holy
day primarily because of the jolly fat
guy in the red suit. So just who is this
guy and how in the world did he ever get
to be so prominent?
The man we know as Saint Nicholas
was born in a Greek village called
Patara, some time in the third century.
His parents were wealthy and when they
died in an epidemic they left him a
sizeable inheritance. Many men would
have lived lavishly for the rest of their
lives with the money, but not Nicholas.
He was a pious man who dedicated his
life to serving Christ so he used his
inheritance to help those less fortunate,
the suffering, sick and needy. Because
of his devotion he was made the Bishop

of Myra at a very early age and soon
became know throughout the land as a
generous man. But all was not easy for
him. He was imprisoned for his faith
during the great persecution of the
Emperor Diocletian. After his release
Nicholas was one of the bishops who
attended the Council of Nicaea in 325.
He died on December 6th, 343 and
was buried in his cathedral in Myra. It
was there that something miraculous
happened. It seemed that a unique
substance, called manna, formed in his
grave. Legend says that this manna had
healing powers. Word of this miracle
spread and it wasn’t long before there
were many people throughout Europe
who were devoted to him and began to
celebrate the anniversary of his death.
When explorers came to the new
world, Saint Nicholas was one of the
first saints to be honored. The Vikings
dedicated a cathedral to him in
Greenland, Columbus named a Haitian
port for him, and the Spaniards named
the city now known as Jacksonville for
Saint Nicholas. But not everyone shared
an interest in preserving his memory.
During the Reformation, protestants
took a dim view of saints and they tried
do away with the memory of Saint
Nicholas and the customs associated
with him and so when the Puritans came
to America they opted for a more sacred
observance. But then came German
settlers to Pennsylvania and with them
came the memory of good saint Nick.
Even back then old saint Nick must have

www.StThomasReidsville.org

5

Is Christmas a holy day or a holiday?
had great press because his popularity
kept spreading. In 1804 Nicholas was
promoted as the patron saint of New
York and the New York Historical
Society.
But for all his popularity, no one
really knew what Saint Nicholas looked
like. Then an author named Washington
Irving, who in his “Knickerbocker Tales
of New York,” portrayed Nicholas as an
elfin Dutch burgher with a clay pipe
who came down chimneys to bring gifts.
He was again portrayed as a jolly little
guy in the 1823 poem “A Visit From St.
Nicholas.” We know that often read
poem today as “The Night Before
Christmas.”
Finally, Thomas Nast, a political
cartoonist for the magazine, Harpers
Weekly, began drawing Saint Nicholas.
He gave him a white beard, fur clothes
and clay pipe. Now this was during the
American Civil War . . . known down
South as the War of Northern
Aggression . . . and Nicholas was
apparently a Yankee because he
supported the Union.

wondering how we got Santa’s name, it
is just an alteration of the German Sankt
Niklaus.
So there you have it. Saint Nicholas
was a man who devoted his life to
Christ, was known for his extraordinary
kindness and generosity and wound up
being a cartoon character who just
might be the patron saint of department
stores.
Personally I don’t think that
enjoying the fun of the holidays that
Santa represents dilutes the “reason for
the season,” which is the birth of the
Christ child. The story of the first
Christmas will be told again and again
by Christian parents to their little
children. I also think that Jesus would
clap his hands in joy to watch the excited
little children wake up their parents on
Christmas morning with shouts of
“mommy, daddy, come and see what
Santa brought me.”

In the 20’s, Santa was no longer
elfin. He had grown to life size and
sported a red suit trimmed in fur. Artists
such as Norman Rockwell, illustrating
for the Saturday Evening Post and
Haddon Sunblom who gave us thirty
five years of Santa drinking Coca-Cola
illustrations, established Saint Nick’s
present day image.
By the way, in case you were
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Vestry Highlights - Dot Shelton, Vestry Clerk
will be taken. Members should receive
their pictures before Christmas.

Meeting date: November 16, 2009
The Rev. Vicki Smith called the
meeting to order. Bill Horsley opened
with a Prayer of Thanksgiving from St.
Augustine’s Prayer Book.
Treasurer’s Report – John Pugh
Financial report thru October: The
ending balance in the checking account
is $23,816.14. Total operating expenses
for October was $16,854.17. October
expenses exceeded revenues by
$3,518.67. (Note: YTD our expenses
have exceeded our revenues by
$23,235.25. As of this financial
reporting pledges are $24,687.97 under
what we should have at this point,
compared to budget.
Reminder: The Vestry asks for
members to get their 2009 pledges in by
the end of the year.
Rector’s Report – The Rev. Vicki
Smith
Secretary’s Hours: – Jenny Wilkins
will be in the office Monday thru
Thursday and will be off on Fridays. If
needed, we will use volunteers to
answer the phone on Fridays.

Backpack Program: St. Thomas’ will
be responsible for the South End
Elementary School Backpack Program.
The Second Harvest supplies the food
and backpacks for up to 50 students. We
will setup the old youth group room to
house the 3-month supply of food.
Groups within the church will take turns
assembling the backpacks weekly
starting the first of the year.
Annual Meeting Report: Alex
Melchert and Melody Watt were
elected to serve on the Vestry. Vicki was
contacted by Starr McHugh regarding
the 3rd slot open on the Vestry. Horsley
moved and Turner seconded to appoint
Starr McHugh to serve on the 2010 –
2012 Vestry. The motion carried. (Note:
by email vote of the vestry Tom Ham
was elected to serve out Phillip
Dalton’s 2 years remaining on his
term).
December Vestry Meeting: The
December meeting has been changed to
th
December 14 .
Commission of Ministry: Vicki has
been appointed by the bishop to serve as
co-chair of the Commission of Ministry.
After 2 years she will head the
commission. This commission is in
charge of those going thru the ministry
process.
Vicki will be away December 9th thru
the 13th. The Rev. Edwin Cox will be the
rd
supply priest January 3 .

Picture Directory Update: Over 60
pictures have been taken. A few more

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Vestry Highlights - Dot Shelton, Vestry Clerk
Sr. Warden’s Report – Clark Turner

Stewardship cards have been mailed.

Vestry Christmas Party: This year the
covered dish party will be held at Clark
and Susan Turner’s on Sunday,
December 13th at 6:30 PM.

Todd Walker is in charge of the
families St. Thomas’ is helping for
Christmas. Please contact him or call the
office to help make these families’
Christmas brighter. Cards are available
with items needed. Please have your
gifts back to St. Thomas by December
13th when the EYC is scheduled to wrap
the presents.

Jr. Warden’s Report – Tom Ham
Parish House: Ham will have Kris
Rogers look at the areas leaking in the
Parish House roof. It has been 25 years
since the roof has had any major repairs.
Columbarium: There has been a
request for a niche.
Sanctuary Repair: Steve McCollum
will now repair an area in the sanctuary
since the roof has been fixed and there
are not any leaks.
Rectory Repairs: Minor repairs
Pest Control: The sanctuary is now on
the contract but does not cover preexisting problems.
Commission Reports
Membership: Freda Watt
Advent Wreaths will be made the
Sunday after Thanksgiving. A light
lunch will be served.
Outreach – (attached) – Bill Horsley
Thanksgiving Dinner: Horsley
reported that plans are progressing on
the annual Community Thanksgiving
Day dinner. Turkeys are available and
need to be cooked and delivered back to
th
St. Thomas’ by Wednesday, Nov. 25 .
Horsley reported over 500 people were
served last year. There is still a need for
someone to oversee organizing the
Parish House cleanup.
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Spirituality & Christian Education –
The Rev. Vicki Smith
The Sunday school classes will be
making advent wreaths the Sunday after
Thanksgiving. There will be a book
discussion this Tuesday night,
th
November 17 , at the Back Street Buzz.
The book for discussion is “Grace
(Eventually) Thoughts on Faith” by
th
Anne Lamott. December 15 the movie,
1957 Christmas Carol will be shown in
the Parish House. Vicki has invited
Bishop Marble to visit St. Nicholas
Sunday to teach the children’s Sunday
school class.
Communications: Dot Shelton
Tidings: Have you noticed the changes?
John Bullock has upgraded the look of
our Tidings newsletter by printing in
color and reducing the size of the pages.
Leave it to John to find a way to improve
an already excellently designed
publication. Many thanks go out to John
for organizing our articles and bits of
news each month so that we can have it
to read by the first week of each month
The meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM. The
next regular scheduled vestry meeting
th
will be Monday December 14 .

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Episcopal Day School
Photo courtesy of Edie Stadler

We’ve had
another great month
at EDS. It’s hard to
believe that we’re
already heading into
December. We hope
all of our St. Thomas’ members and
friends have a wonderful and blessed
Christmas holiday. This is a special time
of the year and the children love hearing
about the birth of Jesus in chapel.
For our Thanksgiving party, we
celebrated with a feast and each child
brought in their favorite thing to eat. We
had some traditional Thanksgiving
foods and also some non-traditional, yet
delicious, foods. We also did a
Thanksgiving craft and heard stories
about the first Thanksgiving. The
children in the 3 & 4 year old class made

the table decorations for the
Thanksgiving dinner held at St.
Thomas’.
We were honored to have a special
guest come speak to our class. Ben
Shepherd, husband of Lizzie Rhodes
Shepherd and father to our
preschoolers Betsy and Mary Milam
(and of course, Campbell), came to
speak to our class about his military
service in Saudi Arabia. It was so nice to
meet Ben and the girls were so proud to
show off their dad! Ben did a great job
talking to the kids about Saudi Arabia.
He brought each child a piece of Saudi
money and a pack of Oreos with both
English and Arabic writing. We also
made a flag showing the difference
between the American flag and the
Saudi flag. Ben was kind enough to
Continued on page 10
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Episcopal Day School (continued)
wear his Army clothing, too. The
children were excited to meet a real
soldier!
On occasion we may be in need of a
substitute teacher. If you are willing to
volunteer in our class in case a teacher
has to be out, please email Edie at
ediestadler@aol.com. You would not
need to do lesson plans as the teachers
would provide them. In most cases, you
would only need to act as an assistant

teacher. We would give substitutes as
much notice as possible but there may
be times that we would have to call early
in the morning to work that day. Please
let Edie know if you are interested.
“Today in the town of David a
Savior has been born to you; he is
Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11 Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year from
the teachers and students at Episcopal
Day School!

Annual Report - Vicki L. Smith (continued)

Continued from page 4

know that we face some challenges in
2010, and beyond. We are not growing
as we would like, our finances are a little
tight and our membership no longer
reflects the community around us- those
are all substantial challenges.
But I ask you to remember what I
usually say in the blessing after we share
communion; “God who creates us,
Jesus who redeems us and the Spirit
who sustains us”—that verb tense is a
deliberate choice. God who creates us.
God is always creating us- we, as
individuals and as a church, are always
in an active process of change and
growth; we are always being created.
That means that as we look to 2010 and
the challenges that lie before us, God is
already creating us to meet the future.
The letter to the Hebrews this morning
calls us to “hold fast to our confession of
hope without wavering.” We face the
future with hope, knowing that God will
guide and lead us as God always has.
I have a few specific goals for 2010.
The first is a restructuring of the
10

vestry—roles and responsibilities have
gotten kind of confused and we will
spend time at our vestry retreat reorganizing ourselves. I also plan to
begin a long range planning process,
using tools such as asset mapping, to
help us begin to address the
demographic challenges we face. I
hope, too, to increase our focus on
spirituality, offering more opportunities
for prayer and worship as they fit with
the rest of our ministries.
As I close, I want to remind you of
the opening line of a wonderful old
hymn—I think you probably remember
it---“O God our help in ages past, our
hope for years to come.” As we stand on
the brink of a new year, we are
strengthened and sustained by our
history; we are faithful in the present
and we look to the future with hope,
knowing that God who helped us in the
past will guide and lead us into 2010 and
in all the years to come.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Christian Education
Photos courtesy of Jim McCloskey

The Advent season has begun and as
we have for a number of years, we will
help celebrate the birth of our Savior by
moving the Nativity creche figures on
their journey to Bethlehem. Mary,
Joseph and the donkey are the first to
begin. We are changing the mechanics
of how we do this and we hope it will be
an improvement. It’s just like we handle
the collection plates during the offering.
Since it’s rather cumbersome to have a
child move past everyone sitting in the
pew, it’s much easier to have the person
sitting nearest the window with creche
figures, to pick them up one at a time and
pass them down the pew to the aisle.
One of our kids will receive it there,
move forward a pew or two, and hand it
to you from the aisle to be passed, one by
one, to the to the window. Trust me, it’s
harder to explain than it is to do!
Short notes:
On December 6th, Bishop Marble
(with the help of Rev. Vicki) is going to
teach the Sunday school lesson! I won’t
reveal what he’s going to say, but I will
say it is a very special day and one not to
be missed.
Thank you very much for your help
in collecting aluminum cans during the
month of November. The kids will soon
be taking them to the Reidsville Fire
Department collection point.
We had 11 children in our November
22nd Sunday School class, including
our dear friends Adam and Rachel
Craddock. This is the most (I can
remember) we’ve ever had for a regular

lesson!
And finally, we so proud of our
children Acolytes! It’s so very special
and important for them to be included in
the main service. They feel so, you
know, grownup! Every child, 3rd grade
and up, will have the opportunity to
Acolyte.
Let us all enjoy the joyful life in the
glory of Christ: His gift of peace,
confidence, power, action, and growth.
Jim McCloskey
Sunday School Superintendant

Covered Dish
Lunch
Sunday December 13
After the 11:00 Service

to celebrate
Vicki’s
25 Years of
Ministry
Please join us with
your favorite dish.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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A Successful Thanksgiving Dinner
Photos courtesy of Jim McCloskey

This year’s
C o m m u n i t y
Thanksgiving Dinner
was a huge success! The
event went smoothly
and we served over 400
people (over 500 meals
– many took home
“seconds”).
When we began this
tradition in 1983, our
hope was that it would
eventually involve all of
the Reidsville
community. It does.
About 85 people
volunteered to deliver dinners, cook the food, serve food, clean up, carve turkeys,
make desserts, etc. That doesn’t even count the many folks at St. Thomas who

12
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A Successful Thanksgiving Dinner
Photos courtesy of Jim McCloskey

cooked turkeys for the
event.
Special thanks are
due Bill Simpson, Jay
McCollum and the
cooking crew, Sanitary
Café, Carolina Café,
Equity Meats,
Reidsville Grocery,
Mayberry Restaurant
& Ice Cream Shop,
Frank Verdi, Jr., First
Baptist Church and the
many others who
donated time and
m o n e y . We h a d
excellent coverage in the Reidsville Review, both before and after the dinner.
This was a wonderful event and we at St. Thomas are blessed to be able to host
and organize this event each year.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Notes from the Nov. 22 General
Meeting:
! Susan Dalton needs your yearbook
information ASAP
! We will make a stew on February
12th and will start taking pre-orders in
January
! We plan to clean out the storage
building on January 21st, weather
permitting
! There will be a General Meeting in
January – date TBA
! We still have a few M & L T-Shirts
and several St. Thomas Aprons for sale
- $10 each
! The Stew, Shrimp Fest, and Bazaar
generated a little over $6000.00 in
profits

We will host a Covered Dish lunch
after the 11 o’clock service on
th
December 13 to celebrate Vicki
Smith’s 25 years of ministry. She was
ordained on December 8, 1984. Please
join us with your favorite dish.
Morning Chapter will meet at the
home of Dottie Worth Wednesday,
th
Dec. 9 at 10:30 am. We plan to fix 16
bags for our shut-ins and church/ Day
School staffs. If you are unable to attend
but would like to contribute items,
th
please leave them at church on the 6 .
Suggested items are individually
wrapped food, fruit, candy, hand lotion,
note pads and pens, etc.
Officers for 2010
Co – Presidents - Anne Montaigne &
Freda Watt
Secretary - Donna Van Ness
Treasurer - Melody Watt

Stitches of Love
Photo courtesy of Susan Bullock

Thank you to everyone who
contributed to our Baby Shower for
Morehead Hospital’s Birthing Center.
We were able to fill 12 wonderful bags
with clothing, diapers, bibs, blankets,
bottles, and other items that will be of
use to a new Mom.
Because of Christmas Eve and New
Year’s Eve being on Thursdays, our
morning group will meet on Tuesday,
December 8th, Tuesday, December
15th, and Wednesday, December 30th.
We will not meet at night during
December.
14
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Congratulations Abby!

Photo courtesy of Wake Forest University - http://www.wfu.edu/wowf/2009/20090923.theatre.html

Senior Abby Suggs in the Wake Forest Theatre
production of the Pulitzer Prize-winning play “Doubt,”
Abby is the daughter of BB Suggs and
grand-daughter of Dot Trent.

Casting Doubt
Theatre major talks about her role as an
actress and student
Excerpts from an interview by Kim
McGrath
Office of Communications and External Relations
Published September 21, 2009

Four friends shared the stage for the
Wake Forest Theatre production of
“Doubt.” The play, by John Patrick
Shanley, has won 13 drama awards,
including the Pulitzer Prize in 2005.
Senior theatre major Abby Suggs talks
about acting at Wake Forest and how the
cast prepared for the play.
How has Wake Forest helped you
grow as an actress?
Wake Forest has helped me grow by

providing both opportunity and
challenges. I have been encouraged to
audition, to keep auditioning after not
getting cast, and to try my hand at the
technical aspects of production when
not performing. By understanding the
elements of production beyond acting, I
have gained a great respect for theatre as
a science and an art. And Wake Forest,
as opposed to a conservatory setting,
enables students to approach theatre
from a broad academic foundation. But
the theatre curriculum nonetheless
encourages specificity and focus in our
work, and never without
experimentation and creative problemsolving.
What makes “Doubt” so compelling?
Though the play is set at a Catholic
school in the Bronx in the 1960s, it's not
the setting or the fact that the main
characters are priests and nuns that's
important. You don't have to be a
religious person to have your faith
shaken. “Doubt” challenges people to
examine their perceptions and
intuitions. Everyone in Shanley's world
gets a little rocked by the events of this
play, and the audience is left asking
'what might I have done in a similar
situation?' Each time we perform the
play, a different doubt might be the one
that bubbles to the surface.
What are your future plans?
I am not sure of my future plans. I'm
looking into graduate school for social
work and hope to enroll next fall at a
school where I can continue to act in my
spare time.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Musical Notes from Ed
Come, Lord Jesus
Every year we start the church year
with Advent 1, and every year I ponder
the whole season, and this year is no
exception. I sat one night recently
listening to Christmas music in an ice
cream parlor and made new sense out of
the tunes I heard. I thought how calm it
was, sitting there just before
Thanksgiving, listening to Christmas
music, and then I thought again that we
still had a month till Christmas, but that
in the stores no, it is all Christmas from
here on. So while we prepare for
Christmas by buying presents and
cooking and having parties, in church
we will be reading Bible verses talking
about end times, and beginning times,
and Jesus’ birth, and Jesus’ second
coming, and this year I am fine with that.
“Already, but not yet” is how I heard it
referred to in a university philosophy
class many years ago. The idea is that
there are some things which are here in
some ways and yet to come in some
other ways. So Jesus has already come,
and yet we look for him. The Child of
Bethlehem was born a king and yet lived
a life of humility and service.
Redemption has been accomplished and
yet is being renewed, and prayed for,
every day. Jesus is the Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and the end. We
can focus our thoughts back and forth in
time because God is timeless. So past,
present, future, or any other way we can
think of God’s presence in our lives, we
can simply pray...”come, Lord Jesus”.
And this year, I am fine with that.
Thank you to all who have

16

participated (will participate) in our
Advent music each Sunday, and to all
who will participate (have participated)
in our musical Christmas services on
Dec. 24, Dec. 27, and Jan. 3. Thank you
to John Bullock for organizing our
caroling trip to Winston-Salem on Dec.
12. And once again, thank you for all
you are to me.
Ed Spencer
Note: The combined choirs from St.
Thomas’ and St. Paul’s (Salisbury) will
carol for the patients at WFUBMC’s Sticht
Center on Aging & Rehabilitation on
Saturday afternoon December 12.

Stewardship Campaign
The 2009 Stewardship Campaign is
drawing to a close with (at the time of
this writing) only a couple of pledges
outstanding.
We have received 64 pledges, totaling
$150,151.20. When the remaining
pledges are received, we expect to have
a total of just over $153,000. This is an
increase of nearly $4,000 over last
year’s pledges.
Seven new pledges offset the loss of
three pledges from last year. This bodes
well for the future of St. Thomas.
Twenty-four families increased their
pledges over last year. Overall, this was
a successful Stewardship campaign,
although we did not reach our
admittedly ambitious goal of $160,000.
Maybe next year!
To all those people who made this
commitment to St. Thomas – THANK
YOU!

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Thoughts on Stewardship
On Sunday, November 8, Mark’s
gospel tells the story about the widow
who puts two small copper coins in the
collection plate. While we are told that
she gave away all the money she had, I
wonder how she was able to make ends
meet. Women of that day, especially
those without husbands, ranked at the
bottom of the social order. There were
no safety nets such as retirement funds,
pensions, or social security.
Quite possibly there are two lessons
here. One thought is that the amount we
are able to give, no matter how small, is
important. Jesus viewed her gift quite
differently than the others who stood
there observing her actions. The second
message, perhaps, has to do with faith. I
think Jesus may also be saying to us, “Be
assured that I will provide for you. Have

the conviction that I will always see to
your needs.” When we think back on the
times we have been more than generous
in our giving, we have survived it all and
our greatest fear of not having enough
was unfounded.
Stepping out on that limb to be more
generous with our time and money is not
easy. But Jesus did not promise an easy,
uncomplicated way of life. He preaches
about a world where everyone has
enough to eat and a place to live. He tells
us to love God and our neighbor with all
of our heart, strength, and mind. This is
the image of the abundant life Jesus
speaks of so frequently with his
followers.
Tom Balsley

EYC
We sold all the bird houses and feeders
that we made on Sunday November 15,
but will be making more as people order
them. I am going to try to get an
example of each to leave at church for
people to look at.
We will be wrapping the gifts for the
adopted families on Sunday, December
13th immediately following the covered
dish celebration of the Anniversary of
Vicki's Ordination.
We will also meet at the church at 9:30
on the 27th to go to the soup kitchen.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Faith Followings
by Elizabeth Treadwell

THE HOPES AND FEARS OF ALL
THE YEARS ARE MET IN THEE....
With the month of December we
participate in drawing the year to a close
in celebration, in various nativities, and
holy mysteries. It is a time where
creation itself is redrawn, renewed,
reordered. And it is a time for children.
With the season of Advent (the four
Sundays preceding Christmas) upon us
we become expectant watchers, humble
in preparation for the wonders to come,
the light to shine in the birth of our
Savior Jesus Christ. It is a process, a
deliberate and quiet meditation, an
interior activity of preparation, a subtle
antidote to the mindless pursuit of
consumerism. As part of the Advent
Study this year at St. Thomas there will
be an opportunity to create one’s own
Advent wreath, to share in fellowship
and hospitality as well. It is in the midst
of Advent also that we celebrate, on
December 6th, the feast of Saint
Nicholas of Myra. In his book, The
Golden Legend, written in A.D. 1275,
the Archbishop of Geneva records the
numerous acts of kindnessess and
miracles performed by St. Nicholas
especially in the lives of children,
students and sailors. With the coming of
the Dutch to the new world, New
Amsterdam, the customs of
Sinterklass/Nicholas were introduced.
Today, we know St. Nicholas as Santa
Claus, the bearer of gifts for all children
as well as for those who are only young
at heart. Regardless of age, all wait
expectantly for his arrival each year and
it has been rumoured he may be making
a stop at St. Thomas on Sunday Dec. 6th.

With the progession of the days
Autumn will soon give way to Winter.
To mark the earth’s passage into this
new season, Wednesday Dec. 16 Saturday, December 18 are designated
as the Advent Embertide, whereon
tradition called for fasting.
Winter begins at 12:47, EST on
Monday, December 21st and this day
also is the feast day for St. Thomas the
Apostle. The passing of his doubt into
the nativity of belief and faith in his
recognition of Jesus as the Godhead
marks a spiritual maturation from which
we can each draw confidence as we
make room in our hearts to live our lives
closer to Christ.
The close proximity to the Winter
Solstice and the focus of our Advent
preparations is fully realized in the
Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ,
December 25th. While the fact of his
birth is not disputed, the actual date is
somewhat arbitrary. A short history of
its designation follows:
“It was in Rome, in 336, that the date,
December 25, was settled upon for the
celebration of the Nativity. The
day, coming as it does at the winter
solstice, was already a sacred one, as
the festival of the birth of the
Unconquerable Sun......”
The successive days of celebrating the
birth of the Savior will take us into
the new year, with new stories of gifts
and miracles. For now, I close with a
word from “St. Nicholas:”
In my own heart I cannot separate
Christmas from the Boy Child born in
Bethlehem some two thousand years
ago.
Continued on page 19
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Stephen Ministry

A Stephen Minister can be there for someone who's
in the midst of a life challenge so they don't have
to walk through the valley alone.

Flowers
The 2010 Flower
Calendar is now
available in the church
office. If you would
like to place flowers on
the altar on a particular
Sunday, please sign up.
Thank you!

For most of us, the Christmas season is a wonderful
time of the year. It can be a fun filled time of parties,
family reunions, excitement and joy.
For many though, it is a time of terrible depression and
great sorrow. The reasons are many. Divorce, loss of a job,
no friends, no money; the reasons are many. But the worst
thing of all is being alone with no one to share your
feelings.
If this sounds like you, or someone you know, the
Stephen Ministry would like to offer our hand and ears in
friendship.
When you’re ready to talk, a Stephen Minister is ready
to listen.

New Office Hours

Faith Followings (continued)

Movie & Discussion

I believe that Boy Child was the Child of the Divine
Mystery, and He came to the world for love of us all.
I believe He came to bring healing, forgiveness,
reconciliation, freedom, and peace.
I believe He also came to invite everyone to forget
themselves and remember the needs of others.
For me, the religious meaning of Christmas is a source
of deep joy.
Yo u m u s t u n d e r s t a n d t h a t m y m e s s a g e
echoes the message of that Child born so long ago.
I am not the offspring of the Divine Mystery, only His
unworthy servant.
I am Saint Nicholas, and the religious meaning of
Christmas will always be close to my heart.

Movie & Discussion
“A Christmas Carol”
Tuesday
December 15
6:00 pm
in the Vestry Room

Monday, Tuesday,
& Thursday
8:30 am - 1:30 pm
Wednesday
8:30 am - 12:30 pm

“A Christmas
Carol”

Source unknown - taken from the Saint Nicholas Center website.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Fill the Tub

Annual Pledges
Pledge Cards:
Thank you for your prayerful consideration of your
2010 stewardship pledge. We would appreciate pledge
cards being returned as soon as possible to help with
budgeting for next year.

2009 Pledges:
Please help us reach out
t o o t h e r s i n o u r Please remember that it is especially important that we
community by donating keep our pledges current at this time of year. Thank you!
non-perishable items
for the Reidsville
Outreach Center. Items
needed for December
are:
As we complete another year, we wish to thank the
dedicated
members who have served the vestry during the
Canned Goods
previous
years.
Dot Shelton has served us well as clerk
Coffee
and
communications
director, taking accurate minutes
Sugar
and
informing
the
press
of the activities at St. Thomas.
Boost or Ensure
Polly Yeago has offered help in strengthening our
membership and working with our young parishioners.
The tub is located in the
Tom Ham is the ultimate Junior Warden, and has
narthex of the church.
graciously agreed to continue in that roll, fulfilling the
Thank you for your help
unexpired term of Phillip Dalton, who had to leave us due
with this vital ministry!
to personal commitments. We thank all of these members
who have unselfishly given of their time to St. Thomas.
They will be greatly missed.

Thanks to the Retiring Vestry Members

Congratulations!
Congratulations to
Tom Balsley
for being recently
elected to
Reidsville City Council

We welcome Starr McHugh, Alex Melchert, and
Melody Watt who will be joining the new vestry in
January, and we look forward to another prosperous year
for St. Thomas. While our membership is small, our
church assumes a big role in our community, and still
finds time to nourish our parishioners. I am honored to be
a member of St. Thomas and to be associated with its
members.
Clark Turner,
Senior Warden
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In Memory

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...

DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

November 1
8:30 a.m.
22nd Sunday after Pentecost, 10:00 a.m.
All Saints Day

16
48

November 8
8:30 a.m.
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m.

15
57

November 15
24th Sunday after Pentecost,
Annual Meeting-Combined 10:00 a.m.

52

8:30 a.m.
November 22
Last Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

18
56

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

22
61

November 29
First Sunday of Advent

Please pray for the
repose of the souls of
William John Heck
father of Jan Wheless
who passed away
on October 27
John Ruffin Wheless II
father of Bob Wheless
who passed away
on November 2
Also, please be prayerful
for the families as
they mourn their loss.

Congratulations!
Congratulations to
Naomi Bailey
and
David Gullickson

Pledge Report
October 2009
Total Revenue

who were married on
October 25

$ 13,272.50 $ 114,107.93

Total Operations Expenses $ 16,854.17
Difference

Year To Date

$ 137,393.18

- $ 3,581.67 - $ 23,285.25

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Rector
The Rev. Dr. Vicki L. Smith
349-3511, Ext. 102
Cell: 919-452-0543
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Deacon - The Rev. Paul Valdes 349-3511
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2009-2010)

• Acolyte Coordinator
• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
hambones@netmcr.com
• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com
• ECW
Parker Graham 349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com
• Men’s Club
• Treasurer
John Pugh
656-4664
• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Vestry
Clark Turner
Senior Warden
349-7972
candsturner@yahoo.com

John Pugh
Treasurer
656-4664
Dot Shelton
Vestry Clerk
342-2433
irishbr@aol.com

Tom Ham
Junior Warden
932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net
Bill Horsley
Outreach
342-2869
susyandbill@bellsouth.net

Freda Watt
Worship
342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net
Polly Yeago
Membership / Parish Life
643-7708
payeago@bellsouth.net

Elizabeth Treadwell
Spiritual Growth / Christian Ed.
336-623-1057
bookar@earthlink.net

Congratulations to our new Vestry members:
Starr McHugh, Alex Melchert & Melody Watt who will be installed in January.
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VESTRY
Stitches
of Love & EYC
Photos courtesy of Susan Bullock & Elisabeth Pugh

Stitches of Love baby shower for
Morehead Hospital’s Birthing Center
(Story on page 14)
EYC Members build bird houses & feeders
(Story on page 17)
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