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Dear Friends,
In the New York Times Sunday
Magazine on Sept 27, there was a
really interesting article on prayer.
In it, Rabbi Gellman (a Reform
rabbi of God Squad fame) said,
“When you get right down
to it, there are only four basic
prayers. Gimme! Thanks!
Oops! and Wow!
Wow! are prayers of
praise and wonder at the
creation. Oops! is asking for
forgiveness. Gimme! is a
request or a petition. Thanks! is
expressing gratitude. That’s the
entire Judeo-Christian doxology.”
I’ve also recently read an article
that said that nobody is ever satisfied with
their prayer life, and I think that’s probably
true. We always feel that we should pray
more or better. As long as that motivates us
to in fact pray more and better, it’s a good
thing. But we must not let our feelings of
inadequacy and intimidation keep us from
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praying at all. We can’t give up just because
we don’t feel like we’re good at it.
How about if we made a point
each day to include at least one
Wow!, one Thanks!, one Oops!
and one Gimme! in our
conversations with God? Or if
that seems too big a step, start
with a Wow! or a Thanks! and
gradually add the others as
time goes on. The prayers
we’ve memorized, like the
Lord’s Prayer and the 23rd
psalm are important and we
should definitely keep saying
them, but perhaps we can
branch out a little into more of a
conversation with God.
When we love someone, one of the
most important things we do is talk to them.
It’s the same with God—if we love God,
let’s talk to him in prayer, however and
whenever we can. Wow! Thanks! Oops and
Gimme! are good places to start.
Yours in Christ,
Vicki
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Pictorial Directory
Be sure to sign up for your family’s
appointment to sit for the picture to be in
our new pictorial directory. Each
participating family/household that
selects a pose for the directory will
receive free church directory and a
complimentary 8x10” portrait.
Appointments can be made by
signing the sheet located in the narthex
or by calling the church office, 3493511. Appointments are available on
Sundays between 8am and 1pm on
October 11, 18 or November 8th. There
will also be evening appointments
between 5:30 and 8:30 pm on
Wednesday October 28.
We need everyone to participate so
that our directory will be complete.
Thank you for your help.

Blessing of the Animals on Sunday,
Oct 4, 2pm All Welcome
Adult Sunday School in October:
Christian Faith and Harry
Potter????? Come join us for
discussions on the themes raised in the
Harry Potter books and how they relate
to or impact our Christian Faith.
Picture Directory: Come get your
picture taken!! Our directory just won’t
be complete without you! Call the office
(349-3511) to sign up for your photo.

Funding Needed at Reidsville Soup Kitchen
The Reidsville Soup Kitchen is in
desperate need of funding. If you would
like to make a donation, please send
checks to:

PO Box 1562
Reidsville, NC 27323

Blessing
of the
Animals

In the Front Yard.
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Tuesday Oct 20—Join us for
Coffee and Conversation at 7pm at
Backstreet Buzz (Market St). We’ll be
discussing Barbara Kingsolver’s book
The Bean Trees. Come share good
coffee and great conversation.
Remember: The Time changes on
Sunday Nov 1—Fall Back!

The Reidsville Soup Kitchen

Sunday
October 4
2:00 pm

Upcoming Opportunities

Annual Meeting
Sunday
November 15
10:00am
Combined Service
Annual Reports in to Jenny
by
Friday
November 6
www.StThomasReidsville.org

On Sunday, Nov 1 we will be
celebrating All Saints Day. This is an
especially appropriate time for
baptism—if you or someone you love
would like to be baptized that day,
please contact Vicki in the office (3493511).
Annual Meeting: Sunday,
November 15. We will have one service
that day (10am) and our annual meeting
will immediately follow our worship.
Groups and Committees—please get
your annual reports in to Jenny in the
office no later than Nov 6. Thank you.
The metal shingles taken off the
church roof last month are available for
parishioners and friends to take home. If
you would like one as a memento please
pick them up on Sunday mornings in the
Pipkin Parlor or come by the office
during the week.

Missionaries - Part Two
by Don Gwarek
I hope you’re not thinking, “Oh no,
not another thing about missionaries,”
because I think that missionaries are
pretty fascinating folks. I mean, there’s
no place like home and yet these brave
men and women just pick up and leave
to serve in some of the most remote
places on earth. Giving up the good life
to live in shacks, face hunger and
sickness every day, and worse, fear for
their lives because of the political
situation in the countries that they serve
in. And all this just to bring the love of
God to all of His children.
Bringing the good news of
Christianity to people in the remote
reaches of the world is not new. Soon
after Pentecost, the Apostles, and
particularly Paul, traveled far, facing
many dangers and even death to bring
the news of Jesus’ life, death and
resurrection. Later, many early
Christians followed Paul’s example by
preaching in both Europe and Asia.
But the real beginnings of foreign
missions began in Europe in the 1780s
when a group of Moravians, called
Pietists, became convinced of the need
to spread the gospel to the ends of the
earth, and went throughout the world,
including southern Africa, to preach.
Twelve years later, the British formed
the Baptist Missionary Society and the
London Missionary Society. They were
formed from the working class and
these pioneer missionaries shared a
number of common characteristics, one
of which was that they were nondenominational. They cheerfully
crossed denominational lines, happily
cooperating with their fellow
missionaries from other denominations
and nationalities to spread the cause of
Christianity.
Well the Anglicans, who were not to
be outdone, formed the Church
Missionary Society in 1799. But now
these folks were upper class
evangelicals and were leading the good
life at the time. They were reluctant to
leave the comforts of home so they hired
German Lutherans to do their preaching
for them. Perhaps the most important of

these societies was the British and
Foreign Bible Society which was
formed in 1894. Because of its work of
translating and disseminating the bible
it was instrumental for the
Christianization of Africa.
At first the country of choice for
these new missionaries was India,
probably because England already had a
foothold in that country, but then Africa
became a focus of interest. Sending
missionaries to Africa served a dual
purpose for the British. Besides
preaching the gospel the British hoped
that the missionaries would help open
up trade with the various African
nations. One man who helped do this
was the explorer and missionary,
Stanley Livingston. But there were
others before him.
The first missionaries to Africa were
not European, but freed African slaves
who were sent to Africa as missionaries
by both European and American
societies. Unfortunately they didn’t
have much success. It seems the
Africans felt that these former slaves
were too European. Possibly a good
reason for this is that the mission
societies that sent them insisted that
they have European wives. One man
who was successful was Samuel Ajayi
Crowther. He was a liberated slave who
was educated by the Anglican
Missionary Society, ordained as a priest,
and later became the first black bishop
in Africa.
In 1812, the American Board, a
group made up of Congregationalists,
Presbyterians, and Reformed, sent
missionaries from America to India.
Other denominations soon organized
their own missionary societies and by
1870 almost two thousand Americans
had served in such far away places as
India, Burma, the South Pacific,
Liberia, the near East and China as well
as other locations.
Unfortunately, many social groups
in the various countries treated women
differently than men. Women were not
always privy to the teachings of the
male missionaries and so in the late 19th
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century unmarried women were sent as
teachers, doctors and preachers to
minister to the needs of these females.
Soon, female missionaries
o u t n u m b e r e d m a l e s . T o d a y,
missionaries of both genders and of all
denominations can be found in every
country of the world.
Foreign missions are not the
exclusive domain of any one
denomination. There are Jehovah’s
Witnesses, Baptists, Methodists,
Anglicans, you name it, that have
dedicated their lives to bringing the love
of Jesus to those who have never heard
of him. But they do more than preach.
They help people to lead better lives by
building schools and hospitals as well as
fighting social injustice.
Our own Episcopal Church has
hundreds of missionaries in the world at
any given time. In Haiti, missionaries
conduct a school for under-privileged
children. In Central America, Episcopal
nuns from the order of Our Little Roses
operate a residential school for girls,
conduct medical and dental clinics as
well as a ministry for the homeless. The
also manage a bi-lingual school and a
bed and breakfast for groups and
retreats.
In Africa, natives make crosses
throughout the year, and sell them in the
United States. The net profits from these
sales are used for AIDS prevention and
education, medical clinics and hospitals
and various other things such as orphan
housing and agriculture and water
projects.
But the mission field is not only for
work in foreign lands. Here in the
United States missionaries from the
Episcopal Church helped reconstruct
torn cities and towns left in the wake of
Hurricane Katrina. In our own City of
Reidsville, members of our church are
involved in various outreach programs
such as the soup kitchen, an outreach
center that provides food for hungry
families, and a free clinic.
God calls us all to help those who
cannot help themselves.
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Vestry Highlights - Dot Shelton, Vestry Clerk
Meeting date: September 21, 2009
The Rev. Vicki Smith opened the
meeting with a reading by Edward
Bouverie Pusey on “Rules for Living a
Faithful Life”.
Treasurer’s Report – John Pugh
John Pugh gave the financial report
for August. The ending balance in the
checking account is $14,392.20. Total
operating expenses for August was
$13,570.31. August expenses exceeded
revenues by $166.31. (Note: YTD our
expenses have exceeded our revenues
by $16,286.29. As of this financial
reporting we are currently under
budget in the amount of $14,576.30.)
John Pugh and Melody Watt
attended the Church Windows software
training session in Greensboro the last
week in August. The financial module
is different than what we are currently
using and noted Jenny Wilkins will
need to be trained on this new
program. Pugh noted the 2009 version
of the Church Windows software has
not been installed due to the lack of
memory on our computer. In August
the vestry approved a motion to
purchase a new computer system not
to cost more than $1,500. He has
found a new Dell system that will cost
approximately $1,100.
Rector’s Report – The Rev. Vicki
Smith
October 4th - The Blessing of the
Animals

taken by the professional
photographer. For the next several
weeks we will be making
appointments. Please schedule your
family’s appointment by signing up at
the church or by calling the office
(349-3511).
Dates available for photography and
portrait viewing are:
Sundays - October 11th and 18th,
November 8th - 8:00 AM to 1 PM
Wednesday - October 28th - 5:30 to
8:30 PM
In preparation of next year’s vestry
Vicki has asked each member to give
thought as to their commission’s
responsibilities on the vestry.
Jr. Warden’s Report – Tom Ham
Thermal Window Coverings for
Parish House
Ham has asked for the ECW’s input on
this project.
Sanctuary Roof
The work on replacing the sanctuary
roof was completed in 3 days. There
are 300 to 400 old tiles available for
anyone interested. See Tom Ham if
you would like to have some of the
tiles. The cost of the replacement roof
was exactly $15,000 and SkyWalker
did not charge for any extra repairs to
the roof. SkyWalker has given a
contractor’s warranty of 5-years on the
replacement roof.

th

Annual meeting - November 15

Theological Education Support

Commission Reports

The vestry voted to distribute the $750
budgeted to be equally split between
The Berkeley Divinity School at Yale,
Sewanee School of Theology and the
Virginia Theological Seminary.

Membership/Parish Life/Parish
Programs – Freda Watt, Phillip
Dalton, Polly Yeago

Picture Directory Update
A letter was mailed to all members of
St.Thomas’ about the pictorial
directory of our church family and
friends. Please participate! We are
asking that you have your picture
4

for September. The members of the
Adult Education Committee met and
have determined that a monthly format
is a good way to proceed and have in
place. Programs have been determined
thru the end of the year.
O c t o b e r – C h r i s t i a n
Spirituality/Imagery within the Harry
Potter Books and films
November – Thankfulness
December – Advent Study with Book
and Making Advent wreaths
Treadwell has completed repairs on
half of the hymnals and prayer books
and will have an article in the October
Tidings.
Day School Report
Jennifer Kimbro has graciously
agreed to serve as Administrator for
the 2009-2010 EDS Board. The EDS
has hired an assistant 2-year old
teacher who will teach sign language
to the students. Joanne Piazza and
Don Gwarek are meeting with the
students during chapel to provide
music and to teach them new songs.

Coffee &
Conversation
Tuesday October 20
Join us for Coffee and
Conversation at 7pm at
Backstreet Buzz (Market St).
We’ll be discussing Barbara
Kingsolver’s book The Bean
Trees.

Currently working on signing
members up to have pictures taken for
the church directory...The Worship
Committee will meet October 18th.
Spirituality & Christian Ed. –
Elizabeth Treadwell
There has been good attendance in our
Adult Education Sunday School Class
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Come share good coffee
and great conversation!

Episcopal Day School Preschool

2010 Flower Calendar

We are back in children in chapel songs.
full swing with
Our friends in the two year old class
preschool and having have also been learning the names of
a great time!
their classmates. We are working on the
In the three/four color blue this month as well as learning
year old class we have been busy new songs to sing during group time.
learning all of our new friends’ names We’ve worked on counting to ten but
and making new friendships. We talked some already know more! We also like
about how we all have different hair, eye to sing our ABC’s. Both classes are
and skin color and how we are all excited to have Lisa Fuller, our 2 year
different but that is what makes us old assistant teacher, as our sign
special and unique. We’re already language teacher. She has taught us to
starting on our alphabet and we’re not sign animals such as dog, cat, goat,
only learning how to recognize and chicken, cow, horse and sheep. She also
write our letters, we’re also learning our has us working on numbers 1-10. We’ll
alphabet in sign language! We continue continue to review and learn signs each
working on colors and numbers, too. week.
During “A” week we estimated the
Thanks to everyone who ordered
number and weight of our bag of apples. mums during our mum sale. We’ll
We also talked about how many ways update you on the results of this fundwe eat apples - raw, applesauce, apple raiser in the next newsletter. Our
juice and apple pie. We have enjoyed BoxTops collections have gone well,
having chapel with Mother Vicki on too. We collected enough BoxTops to
Wednesdays and the music provided by send in and receive $83 for supplies!
Ms. Joanne (Joanne Piazza) and Mr. We’re still collecting so keep bringing
Don (Don Gwarek). We appreciate them in. We’ll continue to send them in
them taking their time to lead the periodically.

The 2010 Flower Calendar is now
available in the church office. If you
would like to place flowers on the altar
on a particular Sunday, please sign up.
Thank you!

Thoughts on Stewardship

In the Front Yard.

What good is it, my brothers and
I think there are times when all of us
sisters, if you say you have faith but do have uncertainties and difficulty with
not have works?
our faith – especially when we see so
When I think of “good works” I think much poverty and suffering in our world
about Mother Teresa whose mission and wonder why this is happening. Still,
was to serve the most deprived in the despite her uncertainties, Mother Teresa
slums of Calcutta. Not only did she do was committed daily to helping those in
everything in her power to feed the deplorable circumstances. Her life was
hungry but she also ministered so much like Jesus in her care for the
constantly to those who were sick and unloved, needy, and disadvantaged
dying. When she received $192,000 for people with whom she came in contact.
being awarded the Nobel Peace prize, Her example of good works is rather
she asked that this money be given to daunting to most Christians. However,
help alleviate the immense poverty in among her many memorable sayings is,
India. Strangely, Mother Teresa “God doesn't require us to succeed; he
experienced doubts and struggles in her only requires that we try.” Even when
religious beliefs which lasted nearly we lack faith, or believe our best is not
fifty years until the end of her life. good enough, we are still asked to
During this time she said, "I felt no answer God’s call each day to love and
care for those around us.
presence of God whatsoever."
Tom Balsley
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Sunday
October 4
2:00 pm

Blessing
of the
Animals

“Fill The Tub” Outreach
Please help us reach out to others in our
community by donating non-perishable
items for the Reidsville Outreach
Center. Items needed for October are:

Canned meat
Canned fruit
Canned green
beans
Canned sweet
peas
They have a
great need for
Boost or Ensure.
The tub is located in the narthex of the
church. Thank you for your help with
this vital ministry!
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ShrimpFest 2009
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

Many thanks to all who helped to make ShrimpFest 2009
a huge success. Final numbers are not available at press time
but with approximately $3000 in ticket sales and about $1200
in expenses, we can safely say that this annual event raised
about $1800 for the ECW and the Men’s Club who joined
forces this year to sponsor it.
We also enjoyed welcoming the choir and members of
their families from St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Salisbury
along with their former Vicar and our much beloved former
Interim Rector, The Rev. Nelson Hodgkins. The St. Paul’s
group thoroughly enjoyed their visit and all remarked about
the beauty of our church and facilities.
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ShrimpFest 2009
Photos courtesy of John Bullock

ECW
Notes from September General
Meeting –
! Laura Felts and Vicki Smith will
be looking into a retreat for
this year.
! New table cloth material was
purchased and Elisabeth
Pugh edged them for us.
! We have now added 2 more white
tables. ECW purchased one
and the other one was a
donation.
! If anyone is willing to help on the
Bazaar clean-up committee,
please let Parker Graham
know.
! If anyone needs to change their
Altar Guild assignment for
next year, please contact
Suzanne Howard or Patricia
Bobbitt as soon as possible.
Congratulations to Melody Watt for
receiving a Lex Mathews scholarship.
The 127th annual gathering of the
Episcopal Church Women of the
Diocese of North Carolina is
November 6-7 at The Church of the
Good Shepherd, Raleigh, NC. The
Keynoter will be The Rev. Jill Staton
Bullard, co-founder and Executive
Director of the Inter-Faith Food Shuttle.
If anyone is interested in going or you
need more information, see Parker.
Reminder – Morning Chapter will
meet in the Pipkin Parlor on Wednesday,
Oct. 14th at 10:30 am. Julie Redding, a
nurse with Youth Focus in Greensboro,
will give us an overview of her facility
and their needs.
If anyone has a card table(s) they no
longer need, we need to replace our tired
and worn out ones.
DON’T FORGET YOUR BAZAAR
ASSIGNMENTS. WE NEED ALL
THE HELP WE CAN GET! The
assignments can be found on pages 10
and 11 of this newsletter.
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Monday

12

5

7:30 PM Boy Scouts

6:00 PM AA Meeting
7:15 PM AA Bible Study
7:30 PM Boy Scouts

Tuesday

13

6
11:00 AM Children’s Chapel
12:00 PM Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
7:30 PM Choir Practice
EDS Tim Talley pictures
(Rain Date)
14

EDS Tim Talley pictures 7
(Weather Permitting)

Wednesday

1

15

9:30 AM Stitches of Love Quilting

8

9:30 AM Stitches of Love Quilting

Thursday

8:00 AM - 1:00 PM Pictures for Directory
8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM EYC Meet for Soup Kitchen
9:30 AM Grab your coffee
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Family Service-Holy Eucharist
12:15 PM Coffee in the Pipkin Parlor

25

Twenty first Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 AM - 1:00 PM Pictures for Directory
8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Grab your coffee
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Family Service-Holy Eucharist
12:15 PM Coffee in the Pipkin Parlor
12:30 PM Worship Committee Meeting

18

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

26

28

EDS Halloween Party

29

22

St. Thomas’ Meals on Wheels

30

23

8:00 PM AA & NA Meeting
(Parish House)

11:00 AM Children’s Chapel
6:00 PM AA Meeting
9:30 AM Stitches of Love Quilting
12:00 PM Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
7:15 PM AA Bible Study
7:00 PM Stitches of Love - a Yarn 5:30 - 8:30 PM Pictures for Directory
Ministry
8:00 PM AA & NA Meeting
7:30 PM Choir Practice
7:30 PM Boy Scouts
(Parish House)

27 10:30 AM Holy Folders

21

9

16

8:00 PM AA & NA Meeting
(Parish House)

8:00 PM AA & NA Meeting
(Parish House)

10:00 AM Stitches of Love
11 AM - 2PM
6:00 PM AA Meeting
7:15 PM AA Bible Study
ECW
FALL Bazaar
11:00 AM Children’s Chapel
9:30 AM Stitches of Love Quilting
7:00 PM Coffee & Conversation
& Luncheon
12:00 PM Holy Eucharist (Chapel)
at the Backstreet Buzz:
8:00 PM AA & NA Meeting
The Bean Trees
(Parish House)
7:30 PM Boy Scouts
7:30 PM Choir Practice

November Calendar/Newsletter Deadline 20

2
St. Thomas’ Meals on Wheels

Friday

Friday - October 23rd - ECW Fall Bazaar & Luncheon

Sunday - October 4th - 2:00 p.m Blessing of the Animals

6:30 PM Vestry Meeting

19

7:30 PM Choir Practice

Vicki at Clergy Conference
8:00 AM - 1:00 PM Pictures for Directory
8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
10:30 AM ECW Morning Chapter
9:30 AM Stitches of Love Quilting
12:15 PM EDS Board Meeting
9:30 AM Grab your coffee
in Pipkin Parlor
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM NO Children’s Chapel
6:00 PM AA Meeting
5:30
PM
Outreach
Center
Board
11:00 AM Family Service - Holy Eucharist
12:00 PM NO Noon Service
7:15 PM AA Bible Study
Meeting (Vestry Room)
12:15 PM Coffee in the Pipkin Parlor
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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:30 AM Grab your coffee
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Family Service-Holy Eucharist
12:15 PM Coffee in the Pipkin Parlor
2:00 PM Blessing of the Animals

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday

St. Thomas Episcopal Church † Reidsville, NC

October 2009
Saturday

31

24

17

10

3

Fall Bazaar & Luncheon Assignments
Please check for your assignment(s). If you were inadvertently left off or you need to change your
assignment, please call Parker Graham, Donna Van Ness, or Martha Balsley.

A

C

4 Item
5 10 lbs Sugar
6 Person(s) responsible

Item
1 qt. Finely Chopped Red Onions
Person(s) responsible

7 1 Robbie Rivardo 656-4595
8
9 Item
9 dozen Chopped Eggs /
10 3 doz per person
11 Person(s) responsible
12 1 Cindy Teague 342-3004
13 2 Elizabeth Treadwell 634-1658
14 3 Anne Rogers 342-0284
15
16
17 item
6 qts Thinly Sliced Cucmbers /
18 2 qts per person
19 Person(s) responsible
20 1 Stephanie Trent 342-4151
21 2 Emmy Jenkins 349-7273
22 3 Laura Felts 349-4554
23
24
25
26 Item
4 lbs Shredded Carrots /
27 2 lbs per person
28 Person(s) responsible
29 1 Jeanne Horsley 342-2869
30 2 Susan Neal 349-3945
31
32 item

1 Kathy Gentle 342-9571

33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
10

B

1 dozen Lemons - cut into small pieces
Person(s) responsible
1 Tammy Melchert 634-0912

item
3 doz Peanut Butter/Jelly Sandwiches
Person(s) responsible
1 Gracie Roberson 623-7242

Item
8 lbs Grated Extra Sharp Cheese
2 lbs per person
Person(s) responsible

1 Beth Smith 852-2682
2 Leslie Dent 852-3400
3 Dale Fulton 342-4869
4 Pam Haigler 349-6047
Item
5 cut and diced Turkey Breast
Person(s) responsible
1 Mary Jane Ham 349-7261
2 Martha Balsley 349-3638
3 Patricia Bobbitt 548-6174
4 Susan Turner 349-7972
5 Dottie Worth 349-7538
item
12 large jars Bacon Bits
Person(s) responsible
1 ECW - 8 jars
2 Jenny Johnson 349-7688
item
10 boxes Croutons /
5 boxes per person
Person(s) responsible
1 Jan Wheless 342-4011
2 Joanne Piazza 349-5827
individual items
Coffee / I lb decaf
1/2 gallon Milk
2 liter 7-Up
Sandra Strader 342-2082
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Fall Bazaar & Luncheon Assignments
A

B

C

43 Item
216 Homemade Pimento Cheese(sharp)
Sandwiches
1 1/2 doz per person in individual bags
Person(s) responsible
1 Naomi Bailey 623-3313
2 Elizabeth Pugh 656-4664
3 Parker Graham 349-1882
4 Betty Melchert 349-8935
5 Susan Bullock 616-1029
6 Anne Donecker 342-5093

44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53 item

54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69

Cookies, Brownies, Sheet Cakes / 24 pieces
per person labeled for luncheon
Person(s) responsible
1 Martha Stone 616-1822
2 Anne Montaigne 349-9441
3 Dot Trent 349-3179
item
24 Pies / 2 per person
Person(s) responsible
1 Melody Watt (w) 634-1669
2 Judy Sizemore 342-1669
3 Polly Yeago 634-7708
4 Mildred Cummings 349-9545
5 Grace Moffitt 342-3905
6 Susan Dalton 349-4386

Pimento Cheese Sandwiches

cont.

Person(s) responsible
7 Starr McHugh 342-3210
8 Fran DeChurch 634-1476
9 Suzanne Howard 349-7046
10 Donna Van Ness 349-9956
11 Judy Cardwell 349-2561
12 Freda Watt 342-2305

Cookies, Brownies, Sheet cakes
Person(s) responsible
4 Suzanne Clayton
5 Susan Shoemaker 349-4846
6 Linda Avery 656-5387

Pies
Person(s) responsible
7 Mitchelene Martin 349-4993
8 Hazel Post 349-8624
9 Dru Smith 349-5362
10 Pat Foeller 349-4060
11 Sarah Cobb 342-2606

Family Size Te a Bags / 3 box es of 2 4
Nancy Gwarek 349-5074
70 (Decafinated)
71
72 Bring food between 5 and 8 pm on Thursday or before 8:30 am Friday morning
73
Kitchen committee should arrive on
Friday by 8:30 am
74 Set up committee Thursday 5:00 PM
75 1 Suzanne Howard 349-7046
1 Donna Van Ness 349-9956
76 2 Starr McHugh 342-3210
2 Dot Shelton 342-2433
77 3 Gayle Ferguson - 342-3991
3 Dottie Worth 349-7538
78
4 Patricia Bobbitt 548-6174
79 Clean-up committee
80 1 Parker Graham 349-1882
81 2 Elizabeth Pugh 656-4664
82 3 Jeanne Horsley 342-2869
83 4 Carol Johnson 349-3716
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Faith Followings
“If we do not resolutely sacrifice the
natural, the supernatural can never
become natural in us. There is no royal
road there; each of us has it
entirely in his/her own hands. It is not a
question of praying, but of performing.”
Oswald Chambers
As I begin October’s article I find
that September’s presence persists and
so am reminded that this exploration of
the Church Calendar will not move in a
linear way across time, but rather
undulates through and around it. The
underlying continuity (once discerned)
is really quite lovely as I hope to show.
With October’s Tidings, we will
have astronomically moved from
Summer into Autumn. This seasonal
passage is addressed in the celebration,
Michelmas (September 29), or the
September Embertide. The Ember Days
are four series of Wednesdays, Fridays
and Saturdays which correspond to the
natural seasons of the year. The next
embertide will occur with the passage of
Autumn into Winter. The word,
“Ember” is derived from the Latin:
Quator Temporum, meaning the “Four
Times,” or Four Seasons. The day
designated in September
in any given year is the 1st Wednesday
following Holy Cross Day, Sepember
14 - a date to which we will again return.

centuries later.
The collective representations* and
attitude of garden statuary portrays St.
Francis of Assisi with lowered head
surrounded by attendant birds and other
furry animals distills an essential spirit
of humility with which he is most
associated. These are, however, one
dimensional projections of a most
remarkable and revolutionary piety and
of a life often lived in great physical
torment. He was born into a prosperous
cloth merchant’s family on October 4,
1182. After various failed attempts at
school, brief stints as a troubadour,
soldier and his father’s business, he
came to repudiate all material wealth
and values even to his patrimony,
choosing instead, to devote his life to
serving, “Lady Poverty.” His particular
devotion to the care of lepers and the
poor led to his founding of the Minorite
order which later became the Franciscan
Order. He is legendary in his love for all
creation, often preaching to birds and
animals. In contemporary times he has
been called the patron saint of the
environment.

His feast day of October 4th falls this
year on a Sunday and we at St.
Thomas will have the opportunity to
participate with our pets in a Blessing of
the Animals Service which affirms St.
Francis’ vision that God’s redemptive
We can literally see the passage of work of love involves all creation, all
this physical time in terms of foliage creatures of the earth, all mankind.
color change, but even more
Toward the end of his life, while in
persuasively in the tonal qualities of the
natural light as we proceed to the prayer and preparation on Holy Cross
Day for the September Embertide, St.
shortest day of the astronomical year.
Francis had in a mystical vision
As Christians we ascribe to living in received the gift of the Stigmata, the five
“The Light,” the eternal, unchanging wounds of Christ.
Light of Jesus Christ. And there are
The mortal life of William Tyndale
those lives, whose profound
identification with Jesus Christ and his in contrast, is one fraught with darkness
way of life, makes us take pause - in and violence. Educated at Oxford he
whose great labors a new vision of that was ordained about 1512. As a gifted
Light was paved and from its breadth linguist he became determined to
and reach we are able to participate as translate the Scriptures, which pitted
part of our spiritual inheritance him against the highest governing
12
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authorities of the day. In consequence he
was forced to live underground, in
hiding. His so called heresy - the
translation would be made in the
English language, the vernacular,
thereby making the Bible available to
all. This radical work which the
authorities sought to suppress later
became the foundation for the
Authorized (King James) Bible version
of 1611. Betrayed by a companion he
was subjected to public death by
strangulation followed by burning on
October 6, 1536, - the day we give praise
for his life and the living legacy of his
great work.
*Look for the St. Francis window in
the Church.
Elizabeth Treadwell
All information including quotes and
paraphrases are taken from the book,
Lesser Feasts and Fasts, and will be
referenced throughout this series.
Inspiration derived from Forward Day
by Day.

Christian Education
Photos courtesy of Jim McCloskey

could be related to Mark’s Gospel. A
little different for the kids, but well
worth the effort.
I’m pleased to report that we’ve
already had two visitors. It’s always
such a special time to see new faces and
hear new stories and ideas.
By the time you read this, our CE
team will have had our first fall meeting.
Our agenda included the 3 holidays of
Halloween, Thanksgiving and
Christmas.
And, lastly, I’ve included some
photos of what kids sometimes do best:
play!
Let us all enjoy the joyful life in the
glory of Christ: His gift of peace,
confidence, power, action, and growth.
Once again, welcome back!
Christian Education for the fall session is in full swing. We’ve had three lessons
already and all are from Mark’s Gospel.

Jim McCloskey
Sunday School Superintendent

1. The first, from Chapter 7, is about Jesus healing the deaf mute by touching his
ears and then his tongue and upon looking up to heaven, ordered the man to be
healed. And it was so.
2. In the second lesson, from Chapter
8, Jesus asks the disciples (and us), the
most important question we all are called
to answer: Who do you say that I am?
3. And finally, from Chapter 9, Jesus
turns the disciples lives upside down.
While they were arguing amongst
themselves as to who of them is the
greatest, Jesus teaches them the cost of
His discipleship. Those who want to be
first, must be the very last and the servant
of all, including the child Jesus held in
his arms. Jesus taught His disciples true
worship, that whoever welcomes this
child in His name also welcomes the
Father. In our discussion that followed,
we spent quite a lot of time examining
Marc Chagall’s painting “Vision of the
Artist’s Family. We gathered around the
painting, admiring the richness of his
colors and how each person he drew
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Stephen Ministry

Our New Roof
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

Before ...

A Stephen Minister can be there
for someone who's in the
midst of a life challenge
so they don't have to walk
through the valley alone.
Last month I used a quote I read in a
book entitled, “Finding God When
Life’s Not Fair,” by Lee Ezell. It’s a
great book and I recommend it to
anyone who is experiencing some form
of personal tragedy.
One of the things she said that really
impressed me was, “sometimes they
(people) put plastic smiles on their
faces, showing the world a happy,
joyous façade, when they’re dying
inside. As a result, they don’t get the
help they need to get through their
difficult times, and the pain grows
deeper and becomes more difficult to
overcome.”
I sincerely hope that you or someone
you know is like that, because help can
be just a phone call away. Talking about
your problem to a friend who
understands can lighten your heart.
And remember that whatever is
discussed between you and a Stephen
Minister is confidential.

... During ...

... After

When you’re ready to talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to listen.

Stitches of Love
We plan to meet on Tuesday, October
20th at 10:00 am to price items for the
Bazaar. If you have items for our table
and need help with pricing, please leave
th
them on Sunday, October 18 , or come
th
on the 20 . We would like to have all
items by Thursday night the 22nd so that
we can see what kind of space we will
need.
14
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In Memory

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...

Please pray for the repose of the soul of

Jackie Cole Wilkins
Mother-in-law of Jenny Wilkins, d. 9/20/09
May light perpetual shine upon her.

Reidsville Soup Kitchen
DATE

SERVICE

ATTENDANCE

The Reidsville Soup Kitchen is in desperate need of
funding. If you would like to make a donation, please send
checks to:

August 30
8:30 a.m.
13th Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m.

13
48

September 6
8:30 a.m.
14th Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m.

27
55

8:30 a.m.
September 13
th
15 Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

17
53

Pledge Report

8:30 a.m.
September 20
th
11:00
a.m.
16 Sunday after Pentecost

14
50

August 2009

Year To Date

8:30 a.m.
September 27
th
11:00
a.m.
17 Sunday after Pentecost

17
64

$ 13,404.00

$ 92,620.53

$ 13,570.31

$ 108,906.82

The Reidsville Soup Kitchen
PO Box 1562
Reidsville, NC 27323

Total Revenue
Total Operations Expenses

- $ 166.31 - $ 16,286.29

Difference

Who’s Who

CHURCH STAFF:
• Rector

LAY WORKERS:

• Acolyte Coordinator
The Rev. Dr. Vicki L. Smith
349-3511, Ext. 102
Cell: 919-452-0543
rector@stthomasreidsville.org

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org

• ECW
Parker Graham 349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com
• Men’s Club

• Deacon - The Rev. Paul Valdes 349-3511
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284

• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Treasurer
John Pugh
656-4664

• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
hambones@netmcr.com

• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

• Sextons
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511

• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2009-2010)

WANTED!!!

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511
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Sunday
October 4
2:00 pm
Blessing
of the
Animals

Friday - October 23

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church Women’s

Fall Bazaar Luncheon
CHEF SALAD BAR • SOUP • SANDWICH • DESSERT • DRINK

Friday, October 26,
23, 2007
2009
Luncheon – Serving 11 AM – 2 PM
At St. Thomas’ Parish House
Adult - $6.00

Child - $3.00

In the Front Yard.

11 AM - 2 PM

