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Dear Friends,
As you probably know, we
began a new outreach project
this summer—on Monday
afternoons for July and
August we opened our
parish hall as a cooling
center. The idea was that
those who don’t have air
conditioning could have a
place to come and cool off
in the hottest part of the day.

volunteer time, magazines, books and
games and that was all worthwhile.
Like much of ministry, it was an
experiment that we will learn
from.
Over the course of the
year we’ll discuss whether
or not we make the same
offer next summer. While
in terms of numbers we
can’t say that it was a
success this year, in terms
of ministry, I’m glad we did
it.

As you may also know, we
have not had anyone take
There are lots of
advantage of this opportunity.
opportunities for ministry and
While that is disappointing I think it
is important to remember that whether learning coming up this fall. Let’s give
or not anyone came, simply making the them a try as we did the cooling center.
offer was a gift to our community.
Yours in Christ,
Please do not think that we wasted our
Vicki
time. We came together, offering our
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Deacon Paul’s Corner

Adult Christian Ed.

“Can We Talk?” Come grab your
programs, “life” skills training, and
coffee on Sunday mornings at 9:45 and
access to vocational courses.
join us in the vestry room for
The cornerstone of our program is conversation on pressing issues of the
providing a safe, stable home day.
environment in which these men can Sept. 13: Christian Faith and the
live and prosper. The things that caused separation of church and state
many of them to go to prison to begin
with are still out there ... drugs, alcohol, Sept. 20: Christian Faith and
unlawful activities. Our goal is to shelter abortion/euthanasia
them as best we can by providing them a Sept. 27: Christian Faith and the death
wholesome living environment - a place penalty
where they are neither threatened nor
tempted by past influences. Our
program can accommodate up to six
men concurrently.

Upcoming Opportunities

The Rev. Paul Valdes, Deacon

I have a ministry that our God has
given me and some fellow brothers
and sisters a reason to get up every day
and just help. My ministry is called
Jericho House and at the beginning
people said it would never work, but if
our God has a hand in it, I truly tell you
it has worked for the last ten years.
How about that!
Jericho House is an aftercare
program committed to men who are
being discharged from our prisons and
who need help in order to successfully
reenter society. We provide these men
a seven-month structured program,
thus allowing them a slow but steady
immersion back into the real world
(i.e., the world outside of prison). We
receive referrals from state prison
chaplains and prison case managers as
well as from the community at large.
Jericho House believes that every
human is unique, and each has
different needs. Consequently,
individualized plans are developed for
each resident. We look for men who
possess an open mind and heart, and
then tailor a program which will lead
them to a more successful and
productive life. The program includes
individual and group counseling,
access to substance abuse recovery
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We assist our residents with finding
jobs, and we urge them to save a good
portion of their earnings Also, we prod
them to do volunteer work and last but
not least, we encourage them to develop
a more solid spiritual foundation.

Tuesday Sept. 15: Dinner and a Movie
Join us at 6pm in the vestry room to have
dinner, watch Places in the Heart (Sally
Field, Denzel Washington) and discuss
the movie. We will finish up by 8:30pm.
T u e s d a y O ct 2 0 : C o f f e e a n d
Conversation

And all of this is done with the help
of volunteers who give of their time. If Come to Back Street Buzz (Market St) at
you have a need for more information I 7pm to join in a discussion of Barbara
would be pleased to talk with you.
Kingsolver’s book The Bean Trees
(available in paperback, new and used.)
Bro. Paul
Coffee and dessert dutch treat.

“A DAY OF SERVICE FOR THE
UNEMPLOYED OF
ROCKINGHAM COUNTY”
Saturday, September 12
9am – 3pm
at First Baptist Church
409 South Main Street
Reidsville
A Photo ID is required
For those who have lost their jobs
and need help with
Hair Cuts, Manicures,
Education Information,
Dental & Medical Screenings,
Workshops,
Food & Clothing giveaways,
Auto Fluid Checks, and School Supplies
Volunteers needed to help

Call 342-4227
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T u e s d a y N o v 1 7: C o f f e e a n d
Conversation
Come to Back Street Buzz (Market St) at
7pm to share in a discussion of Anne
Lamott’s book Grace Eventually
(available in paperback.) Coffee and
dessert dutch treat.
Tuesday Dec 15: It’s a Wonderful Life.
Come to the vestry room at 6pm to share
dinner and this holiday classic.
On Sunday, October 4, please join us at
2pm in the front yard for Blessing of
the Animals. All pets/animals and their
owners are welcome. Please be sure that
a n i m a l s a r e p r o p e r l y
restrained—leashes, carriers, etc.
Notice: on Sunday September 13 we
return to our fall schedule with
services at 8:30 and 11 am with
education for all ages at 9:45.

Alexander MacKay
by Don Gwarek
There once lived a man named
Alexander MacKay. He could have been
anything he wanted. He could have been
wealthy, had a wife and children, and a
nice home. But Alexander chose to have
none of those things. Instead, he chose
to be a missionary to the African country
of Uganda.

On the first leg of an eight hundred
mile, overland journey from Zanzibar,
Alexander had a severe attack of fever
and had to return to Zanzibar. After
recuperating, he built a two hundred and
thirty mile wagon road, through thick
jungle, from the coast to Mpwapwa.

In Uganda, MacKay faced many
challenges not the least being the
superstition of the Waganda people.
They were fearful of just about
everything and wore many amulets to
ward off evil of all kinds. MacKay
bought and burned an amulet to show
that someone would not be harmed if the
charm was destroyed. The Wagandan’s
suffered from severe fevers caused by
drinking infected swamp water.
MacKay built a well to prevent further
sickness. MacKay brought his printing
press with him and soon he was teaching
the people how to read and write in
Suahili. He translated and printed
portions of the New Testament. He set
up a shop with a forge, anvil and lathe
and soon hammered a hoe into shape.
Hearing the bellows roar and seeing
sparks fly as he worked his craft, the
But for all of his acquired skills, in villagers thought that he was a witch.
his heart he wanted to be a missionary. His hands were always busy and the
His hero was the missionary explorer natives named him Mazunga-wa-Kazi
David Livingston whose exploits in which means White-man-of-work. It
Africa were told and retold by his father seemed that in Wagandan society only
each night. Alexander wanted to be just women did work. The men were only
like him. But how in the world would he supposed to talk with the king, fight and
ever get to Africa. His chance came eat.
when he was studying engineering in
But perhaps his biggest challenge
Germany.
was the rampant slave trade and the
MacKay came upon a letter, written cruelty of the Ugandan king. In his
in 1875 by the explorer Henry M. diary, MacKay wrote, “every crime and
Stanley, saying that King M’tesa of form of uncleanliness is rampant in the
Uganda would welcome a practical country. Each day reveals fresh tales of
missionary, one who could cure iniquity, cruelty and oppression. One
diseases, build dwellings, turn his hand army has been sent east to murder and
to anything, and to teach his people plunder, while another army has been
about the white man’s god. Alexander sent west for the same purpose. Not
wrote to the Church Missionary Society even the natives can call it war; they all
and four months later he and seven other say it is for robbery and devastation. The
young volunteers were on a ship bound king seems daily to become more
for Zanzibar and Uganda.
hopelessly sunk in every form of vice
and villainy.” Indeed, M’tessa even sent

Alexander was born in Scotland in
1849. His father was a minister of the
Free Church and both his father and
mother hoped that young Alexander
would follow in the father’s footsteps or
become a missionary. He was a bright
child who had a big interest in
mechanics and working with his
printing press. He would linger around
carding mills and blacksmith shops for
hours each day fascinated by the way
machinery worked. One day he walked
eight miles just so that he could see a
railroad train for two and one half
minutes. Later, as a young man,
Alexander completed a two-year
teaching course, learned about
shipbuilding and studied engineering in
Germany.
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out armies to murder his own people,
butchering a certain number each day
for his own pleasure. The Ugandan king
would murder thousands of his own
people as a sacrifice to either honor a
dead ancestor or to heal some sickness
and it was not uncommon for king
M’tessa to sell his own people for guns,
ammunition or clothing. But shortly
after his arrival, MacKay convinced the
king that using his people as trade goods
was wrong and the practice stopped
although other heinous acts continued.
But King M’tessa’s eighteen year old
son and successor M’wanga was many
times worse. He hated Christians and
made it his mission to persecute them.
Many of the converts that MacKay had
baptized were tortured, mutilated and
their still living bodies put on the fire.
The new king captured MacKay’s
bishop and killed him then he gave the
order to “seize and burn all Christians.”
The new king was not the only
enemy that MacKay faced. The Arab
slave traders who hated all nonMuslims and particularly the man who
put a halt to their lucrative slave trade
constantly plotted against his life. Even
the French and German traders tried to
destroy him.
Alexander MacKay’s life as a
missionary was one of extreme
hardships. In his own words he said,
“sometimes I slept in a cow-shed or a
straw hut no larger than a dog kennel. He
often went hungry. Fourteen years after
he began his work as a missionary,
Alexander MacKay contracted tropical
fever and died in the jungles that he
loved.
What an amazing man he was. He
willingly gave his all for the God he
loved and for God’s people.
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Vestry Highlights - Dot Shelton, Vestry Clerk
movie planned for September and book
The Rev. Vicki Smith opened the discussions in October and November.
meeting followed by a reading from Youth Mission Trip: Vicki was very
“Meditations for Vestry Members” from pleased with the mission’s success and
Tom Ham.
with the interaction of our youth with
other church groups.
Treasurer’s Report – John Pugh
Meeting date: August 17, 2009

The 2008 Audit Report has been
completed. It was recommended by the
Audit Committee and approved by
motions from the vestry that
requisitions must be issued for checks to
be written and for an independent
person other that the person writing
checks pre-approve all invoices before
checks can be signed. The Vestry thanks
Chuck Rhodes, Bill Sutton, Melody
Watt, Bob Lee Watt and John Pugh
for their work in getting this audit
completed.
John Pugh gave the financial report for
July. The ending balance in the checking
account is $29,543.11. Total operating
expenses for July was $15,948.24. July
expenses exceeded revenues by
$7,434.24. (Note: YTD our expenses
have exceeded our revenues by
$16,121.56. As of this financial
reporting we are currently under budget
in the amount of $12,711.22
John Pugh and Melody Watt will
attend a Church Windows software
training session in Greensboro the last
week in August. Pugh noted the 2009
version of the Church Windows
software has not been installed due to
the lack of memory on our computer.
The vestry approved a motion to
purchase a new computer system not to
cost more than $1,500.
Rector’s Report – The Rev. Vicki
Smith
Cooling Center: The parish house has
been available on Monday afternoons
this summer but so far there has not been
a response.
Summer Series: This summer there
were two book discussions, Angels and
Demons and The Shack and a movie
viewed, “The Truman Show”. This
series will continue into the fall with a
4

Vacation: Vicki will be on vacation
th
th
August 26 thru September 5 . The
Rev. Tom Droppers will be the supply
th
priest August 30 .

architectural shingles.
Commission Reports
Membership/Parish Life/Parish
Programs – Freda Watt, Phillip
Dalton, Polly Yeago
Since the last vestry meeting there have
been two events:
June 7th – End of Sunday School Hot
Dog Lunch
th

Recycling: A volunteer is needed to July 5 – Youth Mission Trip Covered
handle the recycling. Contact the church Dish Luncheon
office if you would like to help.
Outreach – Bill Horsley
Vicki has been invited to attend Credo The Outreach Commission will meet in
II in June of 2010. The only cost would September. Most of the planning has
be a $500 expense to continuing been completed for the annual
education. The Pension Fund would pay Community Thanksgiving Dinner. St.
the remaining costs.
Thomas’ has received thank you letters
In preparation of next year’s vestry f r o m t h e E p i s c o p a l R e l i e f &
Vicki has asked each member to give Development, Reidsville Outreach
thought as to their commission’s Center and The Penick Village
Foundation for our recent donations.
responsibilities on the vestry.
October 4th - The Blessing of the Spirituality & Christian Ed. –
Elizabeth Treadwell
Animals
Elizabeth met with Vicki this summer
Jr. Warden’s Report – Tom Ham
and discussed programs for our adult
Ham has ordered playground mulch but education starting this fall. For
has decided to wait until next spring to September it was suggested that we
add mulch in the church’s landscape.
have programs designed around present
Handicap Parking –A new sign has issues such as abortion, euthanasia, and
been installed which designates two separation of church and state. More
additional handicap parking spaces. information will be in the newsletter and
There are now a total of three handicap Sunday bulletins. Elizabeth will also be
writing articles for Tidings on
spaces available.
Communion
of Saints. She has also
Thermal Window Coverings –
received
information
from the School of
Currently working on this.
Ministry on a program called “Theology
Sanctuary Roof – Ham has met with of Food” which could be used for our
the Reidsville Historical Commission Lenten Programs.
regarding replacing the sanctuary roof.
(Note: Greensboro Roofing did not Communications – Dot Shelton
submit a bid.) After looking at all the Vicki has placed an advertisement for
bids it was recommended to the vestry St. Thomas’ in the News and Record.
that we accept the SkyWalker bid of Day School Report – Phillip Dalton
$15,000 for the 50-year rated
architectural shingles. Repairs to the
roof after the existing roof is removed Jennifer Kimbro has graciously agreed
are not included in the bid. A motion was to serve as Administrator for the 2009made and approved that we award 2010 EDS Board.
SkyWalker the contract for replacing
the sanctuary roof with the 50-year rated
Continued on page 5

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Episcopal Day School Preschool
Summer has
flown by and when
you receive this
newsletter it will
soon be time for
preschool to start a
new year. Our first day is Tuesday,
th
September 8 . We are excited that we
have full classes for both the 2 year old
and the 3/4 year old classes.
We want to welcome Julie Settles as
the lead teacher for the 2 year old class.
Julie led the 2 year old class during Kids
Morning Out program this summer and
she’s returning for the school year. We
also want to welcome Lisa Fuller as the
assistant teacher for the 2 year old class.
Lisa has previously worked as a
preschool teacher at Community Baptist
School. Welcome Julie & Lisa!
A big THANK YOU goes out to St.
Thomas’ and Tom Ham for arranging
the clean up and new mulch on the
playground! It looks great! We are
excited to have it looking so nice for our
Open House.

Remember that Episcopal Day
School is registered with Food Lion’s
Shop & Share program. We receive a
portion of the money spent at Food Lion
for all MVP cards that are registered for
the program. There is no fee to register
your card and doing so will not interfere
with your savings at Food Lion. If you
have already registered your card, there
is no need to do so again unless you have
switched MVP cards
Registration forms are available on
the bulletin board in the church office
hallway or to register on-line:
Go to www.foodlion.com
At the bottom left of the home page of
the web site click on
“Promotions/Contests”
Choose “Community Events”
Choose “Lion Shop & Share”
Click on “Register MVP Card”
You can then enter your name and card
information.

Dinner & a Movie
Tuesday Sept. 15: Dinner and a
Movie
Join us at 6pm in the vestry room to have
dinner, watch Places in the Heart (Sally
Field, Denzel Washington) and discuss
the movie. We will finish up by 8:30pm.

Sunday
October 4
2:00 pm

Blessing
of the
Animals

Also, please continue to collect the
BoxTops for Education located on most
Another big THANK YOU to General Mills products. You can see a
In the Front Yard.
Richard Piazza for making pizza for list of all participating products at their
our kids and parents on the last day of w
e
b
s
i
t
e
:
Kids Morning Out! Richard worked http://www.boxtops4education.com.
hard and we appreciate his kindness!
You can leave boxtops in our collection
box in the classroom or in the EDS
mailbox in the church office. THANK
YOU to those who are already sending Please help us reach out to others in our
their boxtops in!
community by donating non-perishable
items for the Reidsville Outreach
Center. Items needed for September are:

“Fill The Tub” Outreach

Vestry Highlights - continued

The Episcopal Day School Open
th
House will be August 30 . Currently
there are six two year olds and fifteen
three and four year olds enrolled.
Enrollment for both classes is full.
There is a waiting list for the two year
old class. The first day of Preschool is
th
Tuesday, September 8 .

opportunity to support our Day School.
Order forms will be inserted in our
bulletins. Be sure to get your order in
early. The mums will be available for
you to pickup at St. Thomas’
Wednesday, September 30th.

Canned meat
Canned fruit
Canned green
beans
Canned sweet
peas
They have a
great need for
Boost or Ensure.
The tub is located in the narthex of the
church. Thank you for your help with
this vital ministry!

The EDS will be pre-selling mums
again this year. Don’t miss out on this

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Happy Birthday Vicki!
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham
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ECW - Our “Bizaar” Ladies
Ladies – remember our next
th
General Meeting is Sunday, Sept 13
following the 11 o’clock service. (The
Executive Board meeting is Tuesday,
Sept. 8th at 1:00pm in the Vestry Room.)
A light lunch will be provided for the
General Meeting so please make plans
to be there.
We will be finalizing plans for our
fall bazaar on Oct. 23rd and hopefully we
will have a rough tally on our newest
endeavor - helping with the Shrimp
Fest. We will also need to appoint a
nominating committee. If you would be
willing to be on this committee or serve
as an officer for the 2010 year, please let
Parker know. Now, don’t everyone call
at once, but if my line is busy, please
keep trying. Remember, all women of
St. Thomas are members of ECW.
Please check your ECW Handbook
for your luncheon assignment(s). If you
have misplaced your handbook, do not
remember your assignment, or need to
change your assignment, please contact
Parker Graham, Donna Van Ness, or
Martha Balsley.
We would like to show the world
how bizarre we really are. Order your
“Bizaar Ladies” T-Shirt today. Not only
do we want to wear these for our fall
bazaar, but other ECW or church
functions. Please use the order form
here on this page, or one from the office.
Orders and money are due in the office
th
no later than Monday, Sept, 28 .

T-Shirt Order Form

a
a
r
” Lad
z
i
B
“
e
ies
h
T

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church

Name:

Please indicate the number of shirts you would like:
S

__________

M

__________

L

__________

XL

__________

XXL

__________

Orders and money are due in the office no later than Monday, Sept, 28th.
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Stephen Ministry

A Stephen Minister can be there
for someone who's in the
midst of a life challenge
so they don't have to walk
through the valley alone.

Faith Followings
Imagine Labor Day as a
metaphorical launch pad; the place
where the leisure of summer is ejected
in an instantly accelerated rush into
September, with the closing of pools,
the re-opening of school, the
resumption of favorite groups. Heavily
populated calendar squares and
blackberries, not to mention cell phone
chatter witness the new, upbeat pace of
things to come and do and people to
meet. It is a familiar round.

There are many things that can cause
us grief. It may be a life-threatening
illness or the death of a loved one. It may
be the loss of a job or maybe even a
friendship that has gone sour. Whatever
it is, your grief may be causing you
restless nights or even a sour stomach.

Running parallel to this flurry of
activity there is another calendar which
guides our days as both Christians and
Episcopalians, however, quiet and
unnoticed. These are days of thoughtful
and mindful remembrances which can
intersect our “busyness” in surprising
Getting what’s on your mind into the ways and whose influence can subtly
open can help. That’s where a Stephen inform our here and now lives.
Minister comes in. You talk, we listen.
Here in the Tidings, over the course
No, we can’t cure an incurable of the next twelve months I’d like to
disease, or resolve any extreme mental create an itinerary through the Church
issues but we can help you understand Year which will highlight and feature
what could be the cause of your grief.
some of those lesser feasts, which more
often than not fall on weekdays, and
When you’re ready to talk, a Stephen more importantly recall the lives of
Minister is ready to listen.
those, both human and divine, whose
actions of uncommon service are
acknowledged, celebrated and
venerated. Unlike the moveable feast of
Easter, the dates designated are fixed, so
like Christmas they can be easily
recalled.....

Remember!
Sunday 9/13
Fall Worship
Schedule Resumes

8:30 am
&
11:00 am
8

Our secular and contemporary
recollection of 9/11 casts a somber
shadow over the month of September.
We are reminded that we live in the
continuing presence of turmoil, conflict
and suffering. The H1N1 virus now
threatens the fabric of daily life for all
persons, regardless of age, race, gender.
Pre-emptive plans are spawned daily in
an effort to combat and protect our
communities.
But consider Memphis, TN in the
late summer of 1878, where Yellow
Fever ravaged the city for the third time

www.StThomasReidsville.org

in ten years. While 30,000 fled the city,
20,00 remained behind. While 90% of
that population contracted the fever,
5,000, died. Situated in the most
infected region, and still standing is the
Cathedral of St. Mary’s. From here, four
nuns, Constance, Thecla, Ruth and
Frances, together with two clerics
organized relief work for the sick and
dying.
We commemorate Constance and
Her Companions on September 9th,
“for their heroic witness... and who
loved not their own lives, even unto
death.”
This year Holy Cross Day falls on a
Monday, September 14th, and in a
literal, historical nutshell
commemorates the actual place of
Christ’s Resurrection.
The Hill of Calvary was visible from
the Roman Emperor Constantine’s
circular church, known as “The
Resurrection.” It was in the construction
debris that a piece of wood was found
which was thought to be a relic of the
true cross. The dedication of this church
took place on September 14, 335 and
was a date suggested by the account of
the dedication of Solomon’s Temple in
the same city, Jerusalem, in the seventh
month of the Jewish Calendar.
We end September on a high and
angelic note. St. Michael and All Angels
lead us out of the month on Tuesday the
29th. As one of only four angels actually
named in the Bible, the Archangel
Michael is the “powerful angel of God
who wards off all evil from God’s
people.”
Let us launch forth.
Elizabeth Treadwell
All information including quotes and
paraphrases are taken from the book, Lesser
Feasts and Fasts, and will be referenced
throughout this series. Inspiration derived
from Forward Day by Day.

Stitches of Love Quilt Finished!
Photo courtesy of Susan Bullock

We really enjoyed quilting – maybe
not as much the quilting as the time
together, but alas the quilt is finished.
We went to the Yancey House in
Yanceyville for a celebratory lunch
which was great fun, the food was
delicious, and the history lesson was
free. There is even talk of making
another quilt for next year. Many thanks
to Elisabeth Pugh and Susan Dalton
for without their expertise and most
importantly their sewing machines, this

project could not have been completed.
SO – buy your raffle tickets today!
We will continue to meet on
Thursday mornings in the Library to
work on Bazaar or Shawl Ministry
items. We also plan to continue to meet
on the 4th Tuesday of the month from 78:30pm for those who cannot meet
during the day.

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Stephanie
Roberson (mom), Charles & Gracie
Roberson (grandparents), and Naomi
Bailey, Sarah & Lee Cobb (aunts &
uncle) on the birth of Maya Grace
Roberson, born August 5th. Maya Grace
arrived at 8lbs. 5oz., 20 3/4 inches long.
Congratulations also to Bill Sutton
on the birth of a granddaughter, Evie
Culbreth Venters, born July 30th. The
parents are George & Meg Venters of
Raleigh.

New CARE Program
The City of Reidsville has instituted
the Call Reassurance Program, also
known as “CARE” to check up on the
elderly, home-bonund and latchkey
youth through a daily telephone call.
Funded by the Annie Penn Community
Trust ($12,000), it can be set up to call
on a daily basis, several times a day or at
different times throughout the week.
The system is designed to re-dial the
same number several times looking for a
response. If none is received, a message
can be sent to a listed family member. If
no family member can be located, a
police officer or a firefighter will be
dispatched to check on the individual. If
a person does answer, the system will
allow them to use a touch phone
response acknowledging that they’re
okay.
The Police Department is educating
the public about this new service
through the more than 55 Community
Watch groups in the City.
The service is free and available to
citizens residing in the Reidsville city
limits. Questionnaires are available at
the Police Department, 220 W.
Morehead Street. They must be
completed and approved before citizens
can make use of the system.
For more information, contact
Captain Ronnie Ellison at the
Reidsville Police Department, 336-3472312.

Job Opportunities
Census jobs for the 2010 Census are
available through the US Census
Bureau, an Equal Opportunity
Employer. The toll-free number is 866861-2010.

Maya Grace Roberson

Good pay
Temporary, part-time jobs
Flexible hours, up to 40 hours a week
Mileage reimbursement (for field
jobs)

www.2010censusjobs.gov
www.StThomasReidsville.org
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A Note from Ches
Dear St. Thomas Friends!
I continue to enjoy your hospitality!
You have told me stories about your
families, your lives, your joys and
fears—and I am grateful that you have
trusted me with these precious thoughts.
The internship, a significant part of
the discernment process, allows me to
experience different areas of ministry at
St. Thomas. Reverend Vicki and I have
identified 5 areas where I seek insight:
liturgy, pastoral care, education,
administration, and outreach. Members
of the St. Thomas family share
responsibility in these five areas;
therefore each member is an integral
part of my discernment. Thank you!
On September 6, I will give my first
sermon, EVER. A Priest friend told me,
“Everyone has their first sermon.” I am
excited to have this experience in a place
where I feel safe and loved. My family
and some friends may come visit on that
Sunday, and I am excited for them to
meet you— because you are people who
have become very important in my life!
Again, I can only thank you for
allowing me to continue discerning my
call, while participating in the life at St.
Thomas!
Peace,
Ches Kennedy

Lemonade - Volunteers

Thoughts on Stewardship
Several Sundays ago in the Old
Testament lesson from Exodus, we read
about God feeding the children of Israel
with bread from heaven called manna.
The Israelites asked God to sustain them
on their flight from Egypt and God sent
them a daily supply of food. There were
some that ate their fill for the day and
some, after being told by Moses not to,
gathered more to have later. They soon
found out the manna quickly decayed
and could not be eaten. Sadly, we have
not changed that much since the time of
Moses.
It has been over 3,000 years since
God’s people walked through the
wilderness to the Promised Land. Still
today, our society is infected with the
greed of hoarding more food and

Maybe that is why Jesus told us,
“When you try to hold on to worldly
goods, you end up losing them.” And he
elaborates even more when he says,
“For what does it profit a man if he gains
the whole world, and in the process,
loses himself?” (Luke 9:25)
Tom Balsley

Acolyte Gathering
Ever wondered which way to light
the candles at the Altar? How the
crucifer should carry the cross? Who
gets to carry the Gospel Book? Have
you always wanted the opportunity to
serve St. Thomas in this integral
ministry, but were too afraid to ask? Felt
too old or too young?
Join us on Sunday, September 27 for
a gathering to explain the mystery and
ministry of serving as an Acolyte.

*WHAT: Acolyte Seminar- a
required gathering for current and
potential acolytes.
*WHEN: Sept 27 following the
service until 1:30 PM
*WHO: Adult women and men,
mature students from 3rd grade up and
those of any age who wish to learn more
about the Acolyte Tradition at St.
Thomas!
*WHERE: Parish Hall for lunch and
learn, then practice in the Sanctuary.

EYC

Volunteers are needed for Lemonade
The EYC will be helping out at the
on the Lawn for September 6, 20 and 27. ShrimpFest on August 28th and needs
If you would be willing to help, please to be at the church as soon as possible
let us know.
after school on that Friday.
September 27 - Mandatory
meeting for Acolytes & EYC after
church. Lunch will be served and we
We found a car key (I think it is a should be through about 1:30. Vicki will
Kia) on the sidewalk in front of the be leading this meeting. If you can not
church. We are holding it in the church make it, please let us know ahead of
time.
office.

Lost & Found

10

resources than we can ever make use of.
We ask God for our “daily bread” and
when we have more than enough, we
often fail to think about other people.
Look at the banks and financial
institutions on Wall Street. Look at
investors such as Bernard Madoff. Look
at all of us!

www.StThomasReidsville.org

In Memory

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...

Please pray for the repose of the soul of

William Freeman
Father of Cindy Teague
May light perpetual shine upon him.

Parish Register
DATE

SERVICE

ATTENDANCE

August 2
8:30 a.m.
9th Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m.

12
54

8:30 a.m.
August 9
10th Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m.

11
48

8:30 a.m.
August 16
th
11 Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m.

10
48

8:30 a.m.
August 23
th
10:00
a.m.
12 Sunday after Pentecost

11
59

In order to keep your directory
up-to-date, please make note of a
new Address for Dot Trent (effective
8/29)
Mrs. George W. Trent, Sr.
506 Watlington Drive
Reidsville NC 27320

ish
Par
r
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g
e
R

Pledge Report
July 2009

Year To Date

Total Revenue

$ 8,514.00

$ 79,214.95

Total Operations Expenses

$ 15,948.24

$ 95,336.51

- $ 7,434.24 - $ 16,121.56

Difference

Who’s Who

CHURCH STAFF:
• Rector

LAY WORKERS:

• Acolyte Coordinator
The Rev. Dr. Vicki L. Smith
349-3511, Ext. 102
Cell: 919-452-0543
rector@stthomasreidsville.org

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org

• ECW
Parker Graham 349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com
• Men’s Club

• Deacon - The Rev. Paul Valdes 349-3511
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284

• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Treasurer
John Pugh
656-4664

• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
hambones@netmcr.com

• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

• Sextons
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511

• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Jennifer Kimbro (2009-2010)

WANTED!!!

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511
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Reidsville, NC 27320
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Sundays 9:45 a.m.
Remember
Sunday 9/13
Fall Schedule
Resumes

“Can We Talk?”

Adult Sunday School ~ Pressing Issues of the Day

Service Times

8:30
&
11:00

Sept. 13:
Christian Faith and the separation of church and state
Sept. 20:
Christian Faith and abortion/euthanasia
Sept. 27:
Christian Faith and the death penalty

Grab your coffee and join us in the Vestry Room

