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From the Rector’s Desk - “I eat Jesus”
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Dear Friends,
This month I want to share with you an
article written by Kelly Gilmer, a
parishioner at St. Philip’s Episcopal
Church in Durham, NC. I
baptized her son Quinn.
I hope you enjoy it.
Vicki+
A two-year-old’s joy at
taking communion reminds us
that the resurrection is about
saying yes, writes Kelly
Gilmer.
May 26, 2009 | Every night, I
ask my two-year-old son a
question: What should we thank God
for today? In the months we have
engaged in this practice, Quinn’s
thanksgivings have included noodles, his
friend Lily and raisins.
One night during Lent, perched on my
lap in the dark of his room, Quinn returned
my question with one of his own: “I eat
Christ?”
I was sure I had heard him wrong. So I
asked my question again. “I eat Christ.”
This time, a declaration. What a strange and
disturbing thing for him to say, I thought.
What are they teaching him in the nursery at
church? I mumbled something about
thanking God for Quinn, our family and our
friends. I said, “Amen,” and Quinn
responded in kind.
A few days later, he tried again. Same
question, same response.
“I eat Christ.” This time, Quinn turned
his palms skyward and placed his right hand
over his left, in front of his heart. As if to

emphasize his point, he added, “At church.”
He has been watching us.
Since he was baptized at six
months, Quinn has attended
church nearly every Sunday.
Each week we have dutifully
retrieved him from the nursery
in time to join us at the altar
for the Eucharist. We had
never bothered to explain the
practice. It wasn’t because we
didn’t think he would
understand. It was because
we didn’t think. We were just
doing what we always did.
Our priest had asked us,
several times, to allow Quinn to
take the elements. I had declined. I
had visions of Quinn spitting out his
Styrofoam-like wafer and having to scoop
up the chewed-up goo and eat it myself.
The Sunday after our epiphany was
different. We told Quinn he could take
communion.
The sanctuary was peaceful. We rulefollowing Episcopalians were sitting
Continued on page 2
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From the Rector’s Desk

Continued from page 1

Kelly Gilmer

quietly listening to the organ while
ushers directed us. Quinn could not
wait. He raced to the altar, palms facing
up. He joyfully yelled, “I eat Christ,
Mama!” He dodged our grasp and the
amused members of the choir,
squeezing into an empty spot on the
kneeler. He stood on top of it.
“The body of Christ, the bread of
heaven,” a priest said.
Quinn watched as she pressed the
wafer into his palm. He placed the wafer
on his tongue and said, “Amen.”
Each Sunday since has been the
same -- the same joy, the same wonder,
the same sincerity, the same abandon.
Did he learn it from me, or the
congregation he has been carefully
watching? I wonder. We adults,
particularly the adults in the lives of a
preschooler, are a “no”-saying sort.
No, you can’t squish Play-Doh down
the vent. No, you can’t have another box
of yogurt raisins. No, you can’t jump in
a puddle when you’re dressed for
school. No, you can’t shriek in the
house. No, you can’t spray water all
over the bathroom.
We like no. No gives us power and
control. And we don’t reserve it just for
our children. We tell our colleagues no,
our bosses no, our parents no, our
friends no. We lack time or energy or
interest or money -- for more work or for
more ideas. We bring no into our
2

churches and our institutions. I brought
no to my son’s prayers, when I assumed
he couldn’t have understood enough to
ask for communion.
But the joy of resurrection and of
coming to the table is about yes. That is
not to say we should let our children run
into traffic or stick their fingers in light
sockets. We shouldn’t say yes to every
request for our time or every new
notion. The yeses of resurrection and
communion are about cultivating
openness, imagination and gratitude for
the presence of the Holy Spirit in our
lives, without a predisposition to doing
what always has been done and what is
most convenient.
It is about a spirit of adoption and not
rejection.
At Easter, we pray, “O God, who
made this most holy night to shine with
the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: Stir
up in your Church that Spirit of adoption
which is given to us in Baptism, that we,
being renewed both in body and mind,
may worship you in sincerity and truth.”
What would we experience if every
week we came to worship, to the table,
in joy? If we sang exuberantly, prayed
with our whole hearts, let the power of
love in God’s church wash over us? If
we ran to and from the table, hands
outstretched, hearts ready for this divine
moment of grace and thanksgiving and
community?
What would Quinn, all children, all
seekers experience if they saw that
unrestrained joy every Sunday when
they watched us? Would it sustain their
spirit of adoption, form them in a
lifetime of passion for God?
We feel stirred on Easter Sunday. We
soak up the sights of flowered
sundresses and hats, the bang of the
timpani, the joy of the alleluias. One
week later, the pews are empty.
But for Quinn, the joy had not faded.
The Sunday after Easter, he again raced
eagerly to the altar, sidestepping
congregants in his way. Afterward, he
jumped down two steps and skipped to
our pew. There, he handed us hymnals
and instructed us: “Sing.”
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Deacon Paul’s Corner

The Rev. Paul Valdes, Deacon

Happy Father’s Day - Fathers of St.
Thomas. This message is a week after
the traditional celebration, but by no
means a slight to fathers.
I searched the scripture for a
reference to fathers and discovered the
Book of Common Prayer says nothing
about fathers WHICH IS VERY
STRANGE!
I think that if Joseph had not been a
righteous man, where would Mary be?
I know my God would have made
other arrangements. Through Joseph
being a righteous man, Jesus was able
to come into the world and give you
and me salvation. There was not a lot
said about Joseph after Mary had
given birth to Jesus but Jesus loved
and respected his earthly father. At the
time of Joseph’s death Jesus was there
for Joseph, just as Jesus is here for us.
So, fathers, we do have a place in
God’s kingdom even if there is no
prayer dedicated to fathers in the Book
of Common Prayer - we are righteous
men! Happy Father’s
Day!
Bro. Paul

Have you heard
by Don Gwarek
Whenever good friends get together
there’s a good chance that one of them
will say “have you heard the one
about...”
The story might be about the terribly
overweight guy who went to his doctor
for a diet and the doctor said, “just eat
regularly for the first two days then skip
the third day. I guarantee that when you
come back to see me in two weeks, you
will have lost five pounds.”
The man returned two weeks later and
the doctor was amazed to find that the
guy had lost sixty pounds.
“Did you follow my instructions?”
asked the doctor. “I did,” said the
overweight man, “but I’ll tell you that
third day like to have killed me. I
thought I was gonna” die.”
“From hunger?” asked the doctor.
“No, from all that darn skipping,”
answered the man.
It feels good to laugh doesn’t it? Sure
it does. And laughter is good for you.
Researchers have found that there are
many health benefits to laughter. A good
old belly laugh can strengthen your
immune system and lower blood
pressure. Why it even relieves stress by
taking your mind off of anger, guilt, or
just some of the worries that plague our
minds every day. The magazine,
“Psychology Today,” even suggests that
laughter can be used to warm up a
relationship. Things not going well with
your sweet thing? Why not just put your
hand on their shoulder, smile and say,
“honey, have you heard the one about...”

find a coat hanger and use that to open
the door.” The woman looked around
and found an old rusty coat hanger that
had been thrown down on the ground,
possibly by someone else who at some
time or other had locked their keys in
their car. Then she looked at the hanger
and said, “I don't know how to use this.”
So she bowed her head and asked God to
send her some help. Within five minutes
an old rusty car pulled up, with a dirty,
greasy, bearded man who was wearing
an old biker skull rag on his head. The
woman thought, “This is what you sent
to help me?” But, she was desperate, so
she was also very thankful. The man got
out of his car and asked her if he could
help. She said, “Yes, my daughter is
very sick. I stopped to get her some
medication and I locked my keys in my
car. I must get home to her. Please, can
you use this hanger to unlock my car?”
He said, “Sure”. He walked over to the
car, and in less than a minute the car was
opened. She hugged the man and
through her tears she said, “Thank You
So Much! You are a very nice man.”
The man replied, “Lady, I am not a nice
man. I just got out of prison today. I was
in prison for car theft and have only been
out for about an hour.” The woman
hugged the man again and with sobbing
tears cried out loud, “Oh, Thank you
God! You even sent me a Professional!”

Ready for another? Good because
I’ve got a bunch to tell. Have you heard
the one about... A rabbit and a bear are
walking in the woods one day, when the
bear happens upon a magic lamp. This
bear is not very nice to the rabbit so he
Don’t know any good ones? Well then picks up the rabbit and rubs the
how about this – A woman was at work lamp. A genie pops out and says: “You
when she received a phone call that her have freed me, so you each get three
daughter was very sick with a fever. She wishes.” The bear says: “I wish all of the
left her work and stopped by the bears in this region were female bears,
pharmacy to get some medication. She except for me.” The rabbit says: “I wish
got back to her car and found that she I had a motorcycle.” The bear then says:
had locked her keys in the car. She didn't “Ooh, I've got a good one. I wish all of
know what to do, so she called home and the bears in the whole country were
told the baby sitter what had happened. female bears, except for me.”
The baby sitter told her that the fever The rabbit says: “I wish I had a
was getting worse. She said, “You might motorcycle helmet.” The bear's last
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wish is: “Ooh, ooh, here's the best one of
all! Here goes. I wish that all of the bears
in the whole world were female bears,
except for me.” Then the rabbit says: “I
wish the bear right next to me was a
female.” The rabbit then hops on his
motorcycle and drives away as fast as he
can.
You know, I think that laughter is a
special gift from God. Somehow I think
that Jesus loved a good laugh now and
then and I can just picture Him with the
apostles sitting around and He says
something like, “hey guys before I give
you today’s parable, have you heard the
one about the Pharisee and the...” well
you get the idea. I think that He would
like us to pass that gift on. Let’s call it a
ministry of happy hearts. Let’s face it we
have a lot to be happy for. Count your
blessings and then ask the next person
you see, “say have you heard the one
about...”

Remember!
Sunday
Summer
Worship Hours

8:30 am
&
10:00 am
3

Vestry Highlights - Dot Shelton, Vestry Clerk
Meeting date: June 15, 2009
The Rev. Vicki Smith opened the
meeting with prayer.
Treasurer’s Report – John Pugh
John Pugh gave the financial report
for May. The ending balance in the
checking account is $41,306.19. Total
operating expenses for May was
$10,115.32. May revenue exceeded
expenses by $3,203.50. (Note: YTD our
expenses have exceeded our revenues by
$4,293.67. As of this financial reporting
we are currently under budget in the
amount of $10,258.94.) Pugh noted two
CDs were maturing this week and would
let them rollover but would get the best
rate possible.
The Audit Committee estimates the
completion of the 2008 audit mid to late
July.
Rector’s Report – The Rev. Vicki
Smith
Church Directory: The Vestry
approved having Cavin & Stovall
Photography in Greensboro to produce a
pictorial church directory for St.
Thomas’. At least 40 families would be
needed to commit to this project.
Directories would be free to each family
and each family would receive one 8 x 10
photo. There would be no charge to St.
Thomas. Our current directory was
produced in 2001.
Intern: Vicki has been asked and has
accepted an intern to be assigned to St.
Thomas’ for approximately 6 months at
no cost to St. Thomas. Interns are
candidates who have begun the process
of ordination. Ches Kennedy will begin
at St. Thomas’ July 1st and will remain
thru Epiphany Sunday. He will be here
on Sunday and one other day in the week.
His duties may include preaching,
working with our youth, Sunday school
and outreach in the community.
Cooling Center: To date Vicki has
only 4 volunteers to help for 3 hours on
Monday afternoons with this outreach
project. St. Thomas’ will be open to
anyone to get out of the heat this summer.
It was suggested that Vicki pass around a
sign up sheet during each service this
coming Sunday to ask for additional
volunteers. No less than two volunteers
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must be in the parish house during the 3hour period.
Irvin Bequest: Vicki has asked the
Vestry to give thought on the direction
and vision for St. Thomas on how best
this bequest could be used keeping in
mind as to where St. Thomas’ will be in
10 to 15 years. The Vestry will start in the
fall a process of visioning.
Sr. Warden’s Report – Clark
Turner
Turner received a letter for the
Diocesan Council Finance Committee
thanking us for St. Thomas’ support and
involvement. Our 2010 Diocesan share
of the budget for mission and ministry is
$20,197. It has been requested that we
return our pledge to the Diocesan House
by September 1st. The Vestry voted to
accept this pledge.
Turner noted the lot on the corner of
Maple and Lindsey has become
available for sale and will call to get
information.
Jr. Warden’s Report – Tom Ham
Handicap Parking – Signs are in
and ready to be installed.
Hand Dryers – Ordered a second
dryer. Hopes by the end of the year if his
budget permits to install hand dryers in
all the remaining bathrooms.
Thermal Window Coverings –
Currently measuring the windows
Sanctuary Roof – Received the
following bids to replace the shingles.
We are waiting for one final estimate.
NOTE: During the February vestry
meeting Ham noted the sanctuary roof
will either need to be coated or replaced
before the end of the year.
$46,000 – To replace the sanctuary
roof with metal (Dyers)
(Note- The metal roof has to be
recoated every 3 years.
$15,000 – 50-year architectural
shingles (Skywalker)
$27,900 – 50-year architectural
shingles (McRae Roofing– Asheboro)
$13,000 – 30-year architectural
shingles (Skywalker)
$24,700 – 30-year architectural
shingles (McRae Roofing – Asheboro)
(Note These estimates do not include
repairing any roof damages found after
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removing the existing roof. We are sure
there will be some due to the water
leaks.)
Commission Reports
Membership/Parish Life/Parish
Programs – Freda Watt, Phillip
Dalton, Polly Yeago
The June 7th hot dog Lunch on the
Lawn with the MIB band and inflatable
toys was a success. The weather
cooperated and about 75 people
attended.
Sunday, 5th of July Covered Dish
Picnic - This has been planned to
coincide with the youth leaving on their
Mission Trip after the 10 AM service
Sunday, July 5th.
A committee to work on these events
was organized with Elizabeth Pugh as
the chairperson. This committee will
include Phillip Dalton, Parker
Graham, Freda Watt, and Polly Yeago.
Outreach – Bill Horsley
The Outreach Commission will meet
in August to continue planning for the
annual Community Thanksgiving
Dinner and Christmas gifts for families.
It has been suggested we run an
advertisement in the Greensboro
newspaper to give St. Thomas more
visibility in the community. The Diocese
has produced ads promoting the
Episcopal Church and Horsley will
check on the cost of running ads in the
local newspapers.
Spirituality & Christian Ed. –
Elizabeth Treadwell
Tom Balsley, Tommy Thorn, Jim
McCloskey along with our rector and
Treadwell will meet this summer to set
plans for our Christian education in the
fall.
Treadwell has begun repairing the
hymnal and prayer book bindings.
The Vestry approved the purchase of
48 NRSV bibles from the American
Bible Society at a cost of $360. Two
bibles would be placed in each pew.
Day School Report
After a discussion the Vestry
unanimously approved to not charge the
Episcopal Day School rent.
Stewardship Campaign
Tom Balsley and Bill Horsley will
co-chair this committee.

Coffee & Conversation
Photo courtesy of the Backstreet Buzz

Pictorial Directory
Coming soon ... Plans are being
made for a pictorial directory to be made
in the fall. Because of this we will not
be printing an updated directory until
that time. Watch the newsletter and the
Sunday bulletins for more information.

Remember!
Sunday
Summer
Worship Hours
On Tuesday evening June 16, 13 St.
Thomas’ parishioners met for Coffee &
Conversation at the Backstreet Buzz.
There was a delicious devil’s food cake
to accompany the conversation led by
Vicki about the book and movie,
Demons and Angels.

If you couldn’t make the first
gathering, we hope that you can join us
on Tuesday August 11th when the
discussion will be about THE SHACK:
Beautiful, Bogus or something in
between?

8:30 am
&
10:00 am

Meals on Wheels
For the last few years some of the St.
Thomas ladies have delivered meals on
wheels on one Friday a month.
We don't assign the drivers until that
week. Dot Ferneyhough is in charge of
scheduling until I get back.
Thanks,
Jeanne

Delivery Schedule
(Fridays)
July 10, 2009
August 7, 2009
September 4, 2009
October 2, 2009
October 30, 2009
November 27, 2009
December 25, 2009
January 22, 2010
February 19, 2010
March 19, 2010
April 16, 2010
May 14, 2010
June 11, 2010
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Stitches of Love
Please join us if you can on July 28th
at 7:00 p.m or any Thursday morning at
9:30 a.m. for our yarn ministry, Stitches
of Love, and quilting.
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Hot Dog “End-of-the-year” Picnic - Sunday June 7th
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham
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Hot Dog “End-of-the-year” Picnic - Sunday June 7th
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham
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Stephen Ministry

Dinner & a Movie

The Truman
Show
A Stephen Minister can be there
for someone who's in the
midst of a life challenge
so they don't have to walk
through the valley alone.
My brother-in-law told me of a
sermon he had heard recently based on
the letters G-O-I. Get over it. When
something goes wrong at work . . get
over it. Someone makes you mad . . get
over it. Lose your job . . get over it.
Sounds simple don’t it. But
unfortunately there are times when we
wish we could get over it, but can’t. The
hurt is just too deep. Sure, you could try
to hide the problem, thinking it will go
away by itself. But that’s the worst
thing you could do because it will just
gnaw at your insides and make you sick.
Getting rid of the pain can be as
simple as talking about your problem to
a good friend. A Stephen Minister
might just be the friend you need. We
are just a phone call away.
When you’re ready to talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to listen.

There will be a covered dish lunch
on July 5 to send all those going on the
mission trip off in style. Please bring
one of your favorite summer dishes for
this special event. We will also be
serving those from Eden going so
include a little extra for them.

Join us Tuesday, July 21 at 6pm for
Dinner and a Movie (and a discussion).
We’ll watch THE TRUMAN SHOW (a
fun movie with surprising faith
implications), eat dinner (probably
pizza) and discuss the movie. We’ll end
by 8:30. So we order plenty of pizza,
please let us know at the church office
(349-3511) if you plan to attend.

76th General Convention

“Fill The Tub” Outreach
Please help us reach out to others in our
community by donating non-perishable
items for the Reidsville Outreach
Center. Items needed for July are:

Canned meat
Canned fruit
Canned
tomatoes
Canned carrots
Boost or Ensure
Toiletry items

The Episcopal Church will meet in
its General Convention (national
gathering every 3 years) July 8-17. If
you are interested in hearing what topics
were discussed and what decisions were
such as Deodorant
made, bring your lemonade to the Vestry
and Shampoo
Room AT 11AM ON JULY 26 for
The tub is located in the narthex of the questions and conversation about this
church. Thank you for your help with important event in the life of our church.
this vital ministry!
8

Mission Trip Send-off
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The Ubuntu logo of the 76th General
Convention was adapted from a design
submitted in a contest, sponsored by the
Joint Standing Committee on Planning &
Arrangements. The winning design was
submitted by the Rev’d Paul Fromberg,
Interim Rector of St. Gregory of Nyssa
Church, San Francisco, California, a
member of the Episcopal Church and the
Visual Arts.
The Trinitarian design depicts God the
Creator in the bright center, God the Son in
the cross formed by the longitude and
latitude lines and God the Holy Spirit,
swirling around the Father and the Son. The
swirl is comprised of dancing figures, male
and female, with faces of many colors, who
symbolize the interconnectedness of
humanity.
The word Ubuntu is spelled out in a font
especially created for General Convention
by Mel Ahlborn, President of the Episcopal
Church and the Visual Arts, together with a
quotation from the Gospel of John.

Happy 4th Anniversary Ed!

Musical notes from

Ed
Thanksgiving
From time to time I peruse our choir
library, looking for pieces that we
haven’t sung yet together, but need to. On
one of these searches, I found an anthem
entitled “A Hymn for Thanksgiving”.
Something inside me said, ” But Ed, it’s
not November yet.” “That’s okay”, I
thought. “It doesn’t have to be November
to give thanks to God.” So I opened it and
discovered a song of praise and
thanksgiving for God’s faithfulness and
goodness and care. I prepared a brief
explanation of my thinking in choosing
it, just in case anyone in the choir should
have the same fleeting thoughts that I did,
and off I went to choir rehearsal.
How little I knew. The comments
Following their weekly rehearsal on become an annual tradition for the choir began as I was passing out the anthem. I
Wednesday evening June 10, the choir as we thank Ed for his very faithful listened to the mild jokes. No problem; I
marked Ed Spencer’s 4th anniversary ministry not only in providing the music expected this kind of thing. So I waited a
with us at St. Thomas, complete with a on Sunday mornings but also for all of minute or so, I explained, and we read
cake with 4 candles and some real “sure- the hours he spends giving very careful through the anthem. Next week, I began
nuff” fresh-squeezed lemonade made thought to planning and choosing the to wonder if I should change the title
when we sang it, but I persevered, and
by Mavis Simon. This observance has most appropriate music each week.
our work on this piece from the past
continued. This last Wednesday, Dan
Applegate was sitting in with us, so I
gave him (and the choir, again) my
Reidsville native Cynthia Bennett explanation, and this time, with the
recently retired from the North Carolina comments coming I realized that there
Department of Health and Human was a story here. Finally Parker
Services after 30 years of service. Graham spoke up...with an explanation,
Cyndie, as she was known to her I mean. It seems that for years, “A Hymn
colleagues, was dedicated to providing for Thanksgiving” was the anthem sung
services to children. She was honored here on, you guessed it, the Sunday after
with a retirement reception and was Thanksgiving.
A grin slowly spread across my face.
presented a framed certificated, “The
“Ohhhhhhh”,
I said. Then again,
Order of the Long Leaf Pine” on Friday
“Ohhhhh....”
Because
I had just decided
May 1. Cyndie, who resides in Apex,
what
I
would
share
with you in my
NC, is Dot Trent’s daughter.
newsletter notes for July. If you want to
give thanks with us in song, then come
join us on Wednesday nights, beginning
Any time you on July 15 (I’ll be on vacation the next
have congratulations, thank-yous or
two weeks) and see how much fun we
any other good news to share, please
have. And, speaking of thanksgiving...
pass it along for all to enjoy!
Thank you for all you are to me.
Ed Spencer
news@StThomasReidsville.org

Congratulations Cyndie!

Good News
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Mission Trip Food Support
Items still needed for Mission Trip
in July:
Aluminum Foil
Gal size Zip Lock Bags
Powder Gator Aide
Large black garbage bags
1-box Wood Matches
Money for bottled water and soft
drinks when we arrive.

ShrimpFest 2009
This year’s ShrimpFest will be on
Friday, August 28th from 5:30 - 8:00.
Tickets and more information will be
available in August. This year it will be
jointly sponsored by the ECW and the
Men’s Club.
The menu will be all-you-can-eat
shrimp, slaw, pasta salad and iced tea.
We are trying to see if a Friday night
will work just as well or even better than
the traditional Saturday.

Vases Needed
The Altar Guild is once
again in need of widemouth vases. If you have
any to donate or to return,
please leave them in the
sacristy.

Welcome Ches!

Thoughts on Stewardship
It is with sadness but also with love
that I write this column. Recently St.
Thomas said goodbye to Ed Felts, one
of its most faithful members. For three
plus years, Ed fought bravely against
multiple illnesses without complaint or
bitterness. In fact he openly expressed
gratitude for his life, good fortune, and
his wife, Laura on the several occasions
I was with him during the past few
months.

life that many people might not have
been aware of was his involvement in
the Episcopal Cursillo community. Ed
and Laura first attended this three-day
weekend in 1997. Since that time, both
served on Cursillo teams every year
until Ed’s health no longer allowed him
to do so. Ed, as you would imagine,
assisted by being on the music team. He
was very intentional about helping to
provide this spiritual experience for
others. He told me that Cursillo offered
Besides being a good friend, Ed was him the gift of being able to meet Jesus
one of the most talented and generous again for the first time since his
persons I knew. In addition to his childhood days. That in itself is a
success in his business, he was a top- testimony regarding his longing to be
notch sailor. He could also fix things – close to God.
his boats, motorcycle, and anything
electrical.
During a gathering at Ed’s house, I’ll
always remember the final, now
I am sure that no one will ever forget prophetic, sing-a-long chorus we all
the many requests Ed made to the chimed in on before we went home. It
congregation to try to encourage tenors goes, “We'll meet again, don't know
to join the choir. In fact, one parishioner where, don't know when, but I know
said that he looked forward to Ed’s we'll meet again, some sunny day.”
homilies on the virtues of singing tenor
as much as he did the regular sermon.
Farewell Ed. We will miss you, and
we were blessed to have you in our lives.
Even though Ed was gifted in so
many ways, I always thought he was a
Tom Balsley
musician at heart. One aspect of Ed’s

EYC
On Sunday June 28 the EYC
prepared and served lunch at the
Reidsville Soup Kitchen. They do this
on the 4th Sundays of April, May and
June and also October, November and
December.
On Sunday July 5th they will depart
for the 2009 Mission Trip to South
Carolina following a covered-dish
sendoff lunch.

On July 1, Ches Kennedy will be
joining us as our parish intern. He will
On Sunday August 2, following the
be with us through Epiphany Sunday 10:00 service, they will be relocating the
(Jan. 10, 2009). He will be sharing in youth room followed by lunch and
various parish activities as he learns swimming at the Pugh’s.
more about parish ministry.
10
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In Memory

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...

Please pray for the repose of the souls of

Adrienne Gwarek
Granddaughter of Don & Nancy Gwarek,
who died 5/28/09
DATE

SERVICE

ATTENDANCE

8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

11
53

June 7
8:30 a.m.
st
1 Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m.

12
59

8:30 a.m.
June 14
2nd Sunday after Pentecost 10:00 a.m.

12
46

8:30 a.m.
June 21
rd
10:00
a.m.
3 Sunday after Pentecost

17
42

8:30 a.m.
June 28
th
10:00
a.m.
4 Sunday after Pentecost

15
38

May 31
Pentecost

William Edward “Ed” Felts
who died 6/5/09
May light perpetual shine upon them.

Pledge Report
Total Revenue
Total Operations Expenses

CHURCH STAFF:
• Rector

$ 12,940.05

$ 49,303.75

$ 16,154.75

$ 56,803.59

LAY WORKERS:

• Acolyte Coordinator
The Rev. Dr. Vicki L. Smith
349-3511, Ext. 102
Cell: 919-452-0543
rector@stthomasreidsville.org

Year To Date

- $ 3,214.70 - $ 7,499.84

Difference

Who’s Who

May 2009

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org

• ECW
Parker Graham 349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com
• Men’s Club

• Deacon - The Rev. Paul Valdes 349-3511
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284

• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Treasurer
John Pugh
656-4664

• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
hambones@netmcr.com

• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

• Sextons
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511

• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Christopher Wood (2008-2009)

WANTED!!!

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
315 Lindsey Street
Reidsville, NC 27320

Non-Profit Organization
US Postage

PAID

Permit #19
Reidsville, NC

Return Service Requested
July 2009

Inside This Issue...
> “I eat Jesus” / Deacon Paul’s Corner
2
> Have you heard - Don Gwarek
3
> Vestry Highlights - Dot Shelton
4
> Coffee & Conversation / Pictorial Directory / Stitches
5
> Hot Dog “End-of-the-year” Picnic - June 7th
6&7
> Stephen Ministry/ Fill the Tub/Dinner & Movie/Convention 8
> Happy Anniversary Ed! / Congratulations! / Notes from Ed 9
> Thoughts on Stewardship/ShrimpFest /Mission Trip/EYC 10
> Pledge Report / In Memory / Who’s Who
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July 5 - After the 10:00 Service
Remember
Sunday
Summer
Service Times

8:30
&
10:00

Covered Dish
Mission Trip
Send-off
Sunday July 5
After the 10:00 Service

