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Dear Friends
As I have been thinking about and
preparing for Lent, a phrase has
come into my mind—“fasting to
feast.” Fasting is a tradition in
Lent and it is certainly a
valuable discipline but I
sometimes wonder if we
know why we are fasting and
what we hope to accomplish.
Fasting for lent is not meant to
be a spiritual “iron man”
contest—it is not simply a
matter of defeating our desires
so we can stand triumphant on
Easter day. The purpose of
fasting is to clarify our minds and
cleanse our souls to draw us closer to
God. Each time our sacrifice of fasting
comes to mind, we remember Jesus’
sacrifice for us. Each time we are tempted to
break our fast, we remember Jesus’
faithfulness in the wilderness and each time
we give in to that temptation, we remember
Jesus’ humanity, his understanding of our
weakness and his forgiveness.

Often our Lenten fast takes the form of
giving something up—chocolate, desserts,
alcohol, cigarettes, or snacks. I am
sometimes tempted to give up
something that I don’t even like
(lima beans for example) but
that would defeat the purpose.
We choose to fast from one
thing in order to feast on
something else. For example,
we fast from television to
feast on reading and prayer.
We fast from sweets to feast
on healthier foods and a
renewed awareness of Christ’s
sacrifice for us. We give one
thing up to make room in our
lives for something else, whether
that be prayer, spiritual knowledge,
or renewed faith.
Our Book of Common Prayer urges us
during Lent to commit to prayer, fasting and
self-denial. How we choose to live that out
is a very personal decision, and no one else
need know what we have chosen to fast

from--- God knows and we know and
that is enough. Our intention is that our
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From the Rector’s Desk
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Holy Week

fasting for these 40 days draw us closer
to our Lord, help us know anew his
sacrifice for us and make room in our
lives for a deeper and richer faith. As our
prayerbook says, “I invite you therefore,
in the name of the Church, to the
observance of a holy Lent, by selfexamination and repentance; by prayer,
fasting and self-denial; and by reading
and meditating on God’s holy Word.”

Maundy Thursday, April 9:
Liturgy of the Day and Holy Eucharist,
7:30 pm in the church.
Maundy Thursday, April 9
through noon on Good Friday, April
10: Vigil before the Cross. You are
invited to sign up to commit to pray (in
half hour segments) and keep vigil with
our Lord in the Garden. You may pray
wherever you choose (so that you can
stay at home during the night), the
church will be open from 8am on Friday
if you wish to come there. The sign up
sheet will be at the church on Palm
Sunday. Please join in keeping vigil
with our Lord.

Let us together keep a holy Lent as
we prepare for Christ’s glorious victory
of Easter.
Yours in Christ,
Vicki +

Good Friday, April 10: 12 noon,
Community Stations of the Cross;
Stations of the Cross will also be offered
Palm Sunday, April 5th: Liturgy of in St. Thomas’ parish hall for those
the Palms and Holy Eucharist: 8:30am unable to join in walking the community
and 11am.
Stations.
Sundays during our Lent our Adult
Education time (9:45 on Sunday
Wednesday of Holy Week (April 8)
Easter Day, April 12: Festive Holy
mornings) will focus on The Seven
Holy Eucharist and Healing service 12 Eucharist, 8:30 am and 11 am in the
Last Words of Jesus from the Cross.
noon in the chapel.
Church.
These discussions are meant to help us
prepare for Good Friday and our
commemoration of Christ’s death for
us.
Come join us on Wednesday
evenings in Lent: Dinner at 6, followed
by our program and Compline, all to end
by 7:30. Our program will focus on
“Bumper Stickers of Faith: the 10
Commandments for Today.”

Lenten Programs

St. Thomas’ Holy Week Schedule:

Vicki in Turkey
From March 23 through the 30th
Vicki and Kevin will be in Istanbul!
Kevin has been invited to speak at an
international convention of librarians,
and Vicki is grabbing the opportunity to
go with him. If there is a pastoral
emergency outside of office hours
please call Senior Warden Clark
Turner (349-7972) or Junior Warden
Tom Ham (932-2212), they can reach a
priest for you.
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Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper - More on page 8...
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So Relax Already!
by Don Gwarek
How would you like to feel like a
new person again? You can, and it will
only take ten minutes a day.
Oh boy! I can see you rolling your
eyes and thinking, "Oh yeah. Something
new out of the box and he wants me to
try it. Just send him $19.95 plus
shipping and handling and he'll make
me feel like new. Baloney!
This is absolutely free and the
benefits are fantastic. But let me
explain.
In today's electronic technology
driven world, our brains are constantly
bombarded with images from high
definition TV or cell phones that enable
us to talk to our friends while at lunch,
driving a car or grocery shopping. Tired
of talking? Why not text those friends or
family in abbreviated jargon. And all the
while we're doing that we can listen on
our IPOD to one of a thousand tunes
played by our favorite rock bands,
turning it up loud enough to deafen us.
And of course we can't forget getting
home from the office where we are on
the computer most of the day so that we
can get on the computer at home to play
games if nothing else.
But it's not only the noise, how about
all those pressures of being a parent,
homemaker, or working in a office or
factory. Supper to cook, bills piling up,
boss wants this right now, MAMA, I
HURT MYSELF, baby's sick and you
have to tell your supervisor that you
can't make it in again. The IRS is going
to audit your taxes. Aaaagggghhhhh.

Just ten minutes a day can make a
huge difference in your life.
Meditation isn't new! Some
scientists believe that even the cavemen
practiced meditation while watching
their fires. While that may be hard to
prove, we know that people began to
meditate in earnest with the spread of
Buddhism around 500BC. It was
confined to mainly eastern cultures until
the 60's and 70's when medical scientists
began researching the health benefits of
meditation. What they found was pretty
amazing. Their research found that
meditation can lower blood pressure,
control pain, and reduce stress and
anxiety among other things.
There are several different
approaches to meditation, but in each
case you must choose a single thing to
focus on. For instance, you might chant
words such as OM, AH, or HUM. Or
you might concentrate on a religious
figure or other object. It is said that this
method has an added benefit because
even after meditation, whenever you see
that object or think of that object you
feel a wonderful calmness. Think how
great that could be when you are really
agitated and need to calm down.

out to play, turn off the TV and radio and
for goodness sake turn off the cell
phone.
Now find yourself a comfortable,
straight-back chair to sit on. Of course
you can sit Indian fashion or in the
classic lotus if you wish but the chair is a
lot more comfortable. And for folks like
me, I can get up out of a chair a lot easier
that I can get up from the floor. For those
of you that have a bad back and sitting is
a real pain, try lying flat on your back.
But no cheating by taking a little nap,
okay?
Okay, now we're ready.
Sit down and gently lay your hands
on your lap with the middle fingers of
each hand touching each other. Your
thumbs should be just about the width of
a piece of paper apart.

Now close your eyes and breathe
slowly in then exhale slowly out.
Slowly, slowly. Concentrate on
whatever you wish but remember
concentrate on only one thing. Nothing
else. Let all other thoughts just drift
away. You'll soon feel your body
slowing down. All conscious thought
One meditation teacher suggested will be gone. You'll be completely
that you concentrate on a little flame relaxed. In no time your ten minutes will
that is in your heart. As you concentrate, be up. Later you may want to go for
watch it glow brighter. I like to think of twenty minutes but for now, ten will do.
that flame as the Holy Spirit that is in all
Now open your eyes. Don't stand up
of us and that as the flame grows
brighter I feel a certain closeness with yet. Just sit for a few moments.
God.
Wasn’t that easy?
Perhaps the easiest method and by
far the most popular is just concentrate
There are a lot of benefits to
on your breath as you breathe in and meditation that you will experience.
exhale slowly.
You may not feel them at first but with
practice you will be rewarded with an
Okay, we've talked enough. Are you unburdened mind making you feel more
ready to give it a try?
relaxed than you have felt in ages.

Whoa! Stop already! Look at your
hands. Are they shaking? Feel your
heart. Is it beating kind of fast? How
about your head? Is it throbbing? You
just might have a sensory overload.
Maybe it's time to put down the
electronic gadgets for awhile, get to a
quiet place and give your mind a rest by
The first thing you need to do is to
meditating.
find a quiet place in the house where you
will have no distractions. Send the kids

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Wow! All this for free. But it’s such a
good deal maybe they should charge
$19.95 plus shipping and handling.
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Vestry Highlights - Dot Shelton, Vestry Clerk
Meeting date: February 16, 2009
Freda Watt opened the meeting
with the reading from “Devotions for
Vestry Members”.
2009 Vestry assignments are as
follows:
Clark Turner – Senior Warden
Tom Ham – Junior Warden
John Pugh – Treasurer
Dot Shelton – Clerk
Bill Horsley – Outreach
Elizabeth Treadwell – Spiritual
Growth/Christian Education
Polly Yeago and Phillip Dalton –
Membership/Parish Life
Freda Watt - Worship
Treasurer’s Report
John Pugh gave the Financial
Report for January. Total operating
expenses for January was $16,042.40.
At the January vestry meeting, upon
duly made and seconded, the Vestry
amended the Memorial Fund policy as
follows: “All unused balances of named
Memorial Funds, regardless of amount,
shall be transferred to and consolidated
in the Memorial Fund one year from the
date the named Memorial Fund was
opened.” A copy of this resolution will
be placed in the policy manual.”
Rector’s Report
The Parochial Report due March 1st
was presented to the vestry and
approved.
At the January vestry meeting Vicki
gave a brief report of events at the
annual Diocesan Convention, at which
St. Thomas’ was represented by Bill
Sutton and Bob Watt. The most
significant action of the convention, for
St. Thomas’, was the decision to amend
the Diocesan Constitution and Canons
to reduce the annual asking to no more
than 10 – 14% of operating income.
There will be consequences for the
failure of a parish to meet this
requirement. Since St. Thomas’ usually
4

pays its annual asking (which has been
as high as 17% of operating income) this
should result in a smaller annual asking
for us.

Junior Warden’s Report – Tom
Ham
The vestry authorized Ham to
purchase two hand dryers for the parish
house bathrooms.
There will be a workshop at St.
Ham noted the sanctuary roof will
Mary’s in High Point May 15th – 16th either need to be coated or replaced
on the “Magnetic Church” led by before the end of the year. He will get an
Andrew Weeks, a gifted lay evangelist updated bid from Dyers and report back
and humorous, inspiring speaker. The to the vestry.
opening evening session will be focused
on spiritual issues to help us to
Day School Report
overcome the negative images of
The EDS will have their Spring
evangelism many of us have. On Program, Fundraiser and Banquet
Saturday he will lead intense, March 19th. The children’s program
interactive sessions: “Presenting Your will be “The Three Billy Goats Gruff”.
Church to the Public”, “Managing New Raffle tickets are being sold. They will
Member Ministry Processes” and two also be needing donations for the door
sessions which include small group prizes. Contact Vicki if you would like
workshops: “The Ministry of Greeting: to contribute a door prize. The EDS is
and Communications / Internal Media”. accepting applications for the 2-year old
Contact Vicki if interested. The deadline class that meets 3 days per week from 9
to register is May 8th.
AM until 12 noon. An assistant may also
be needed to float between the classes
There will be five Wednesday since the day school is full at every
evening programs during Lent. A level.
Lenten supper will begin at 6 PM
followed by a program with discussions
Commission Reports
on the 10 Commandments and closing
with Compline. Everything should be
Membership/Parish Life/Parish
over by 7:30 PM. The Sunday Adult Programs – Freda Watt, Phillip
Education class will discuss the 7 last Dalton, Polly Yeago
works of Jesus during Lent.
A report will be presented in March
on some type of outdoor program.
Vicki will be away March 23rd. –
30th.
Outreach – Bill Horsley
Horsley met with Tom Balsley and
The Vestry designated the loose our new deacon, The Rev. Paul Valdes
offering on the 1st. Sunday in March to to discuss the various social ministries
the Episcopal Relief and Development available in Reidsville, especially those
Fund (formerly the Presiding Bishop’s in which St.Thomas’ participates. It was
Episcopal Fund for World Relief) .
Paul’s suggestion that we not undertake
any new outreach projects until Vicki
There is a safety concern with the has been with us a while longer.
dead bolt lock on the hall door leading Afterwards, they took him on a brief
out of the new edition. Upon motion tour to show Paul facilities in Reidsville
duly made and seconded, it was such as the Outreach Center, the Soup
unanimously resolved, “That the inside Kitchen and others.
locks be changed to a lever on both
doors with deadbolt locks”.
Spirituality & Christian Ed. –
Elizabeth Treadwell
She is exploring programs sensitive
to the needs of our members.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Episcopal Day School Preschool
Preschool is
moving right along.
It’s hard to believe
that there’s only 3
months of school
remaining. We
continue to focus on one letter each
week. During February we covered
letters Pp, Qq, Rr and Ss. Our shape of
the month was, of course, the heart and
the color was red.

Please continue to collect the pink
BoxTops on General Mills products.
Each one is worth .10 cents for us. We
are no longer collecting the Campbell’s
Soup labels or the Tyson Chicken labels.

COMING UP: We will be asking for
volunteers to read to our class! This is
usually held in March but because of our
program, we have changed it to
April/May. We’ll let you know in the
April newsletter when and where to find
On Thursday, Feb. 12, we had our the sign up sheet. We hope many of you
Valentine party and exchanged will be able to volunteer!
valentines and ate valentine cupcakes.
We also watched a Valentine movie.
EDS wants to welcome Hannah
Eure who is doing an internship with
We’re busy practicing for our the 3 & 4 year old class for the semester.
“Nanny Goat Opera” that the children She is helping the teachers each day for
will be performing for their families on about 1 1/2 hours. We appreciate her
March 19 at 6:30 p.m. Everyone is help and the children love having her as
invited to attend. Ticket prices for the well. Hannah is a Senior at Reidsville
meal have not been set at press time but High School. She will be attending
if you’re interested in coming, please UNC- Wilmington in the fall. Welcome,
see one of the teachers. We are still Hannah!
collecting door prizes for that night if
anyone is willing to donate any new
Ms. Jeanette
item. Remember, this is a good way to
Ms. Stephanie
promote your business - just attach a
Ms. Edie
business card to your donation.

Easter Lily Order
Deadline to order - 4/6/09
If you are interested in placing a Lily in the sanctuary for Easter, please
contact the church office at 349-3511 or fill in the information below and
place in the offering plate. The cost is $9.00 each and they may be placed
in
. memory or honor of someone.

# Lilies ($9.00 each) ________
Given for______________________________________________
(please check one) Memory _____ Honor _____
Given By ______________________________________________
Phone Number __________________________________
www.StThomasReidsville.org

“Fill The Tub” Outreach
Please help us reach out to others in our
community by donating non-perishable
items for the Reidsville Outreach
Center. Items needed for March are:

Cereal
Canned meat
Peanut Butter
Boost or Ensure
Toiletry items
such as Deodorant
and Shampoo
The tub is located in the narthex of the
church. Thank you for your help with
this vital ministry!

Preschool Teacher
Hello Friends,
Episcopal Day School is looking for
a preschool teacher for the 2 year old
class for the 2009-2010 school year. We
also need an assistant teacher who can
"float" between the 2 year old and 3/4
year old class. The days are Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday. The hours
are about 8:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. I'm not
sure of the pay at this point.
We will also have a Kids Morning
Out program for 2 days each week
during the months of June and July this
coming summer. These positions will
probably be needed to work during this
time, also. This is a ½ day program.
Normally the KMO days are Wed. and
Thurs. though nothing has been
finalized for the summer program.
These positions do not require
teacher certification.
If you know of anyone who is
interested, please have them send a
resume to the school at 315 Lindsey
Street, Reidsville, NC 27320. If there
are any questions, call 349-3511.
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Stephen Ministry

Christian Education
Photos courtesy of Jim McCloskey

9 kids each week. I’d like to mention
them by name: Sam and Helen Thorn,
Daniel Yount and his friends Hunter
and Hannah Dawson, John and
Johnsie Reynolds (and 2 of their
friends whose names I can’t recall),
Brooke Melchert, Adam and Rachel
Craddock and Shiann Clayton.

A Stephen Minister can be there
for someone who's in the
midst of a life challenge
so they don't have to walk
through the valley alone.
Have you ever had a really great
friend? One you could talk about
anything to? You know the kind.
Someone you could trust not to blab
everything you said in confidence to the
whole neighborhood? One who would
sit at the kitchen table, having a cup of
coffee with you, while you open up your
heart to him or her and tell of all the
problems you’ve had that day.
Didn’t it feel great to get those
feelings off your chest and not have
them bottled up inside you anymore?
Well guess what? You have that kind of
friend. We’re called Stephen Ministers.
When you’re ready to talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to listen.

EYC
On Sunday, March 1st, the EYC will
meet immediately after the service for
lunch and fellowship and will then
travel to the Lowes Methodist Church
for a meeting with their youth on gangs.
This meeting is open to anyone in the
church but if you are interested in
attending please call Elizabeth Pugh
(656-4664) to let her know.

2009 Flower Calendar
The 2009 Flower Calendar is now
available in the church office. Please
stop by to sign up as soon as possible for
the times that you would like to place
flowers on the altar.
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The birds are singing, a few flowers
have bloomed and spring is fast
arriving. Our spring ‘Living the Good
News’ books have arrived, along with
new CD’s and artwork. We hope to take
advantage of the good weather that is
sure to follow with one outdoor lesson
before the summer recess.
The Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper is upon us and its passing marks
the beginning of the Lenten season.
Rev. Smith stopped by the classroom
and thoughtfully passed out Crosses to
the children to help us all stay focused
on the Gospel message of reflection and
prayer.
With Spring upon us, planning for
this year’s VBS also can’t be far away.
We will have a Christian Ed. meeting in
March to begin our preparations.

Winter Jam 2009! This is the name of
the largest Contemporary Christian
music tour in the country. Over 20,000
kids/teens/youth groups and adults
packed the Greensboro Coliseum this
past Saturday night to see this year’s
show, headlined by 2009 Grammy
award winner TobyMac, with Brandon
Heath (#1 smash hit ‘Give Me Your
Eyes’), inspirational speaker Tony
Nolan and hosted by Newsong. And so
much more. What a night of rockin’
music dedicated to our Lord Jesus!
Daniel, Hunter and Jim attended, as
did the Pugh’s with some of the Youth
Group. The first photo was taken at
CiCi’s Pizza at our pre-concert meal.
The 2nd photo was taken of us at Club
Jam, a Christian night club on High
Point Road, who hosted an intimate
after-the-concert party with TobyMac.
What a special night!
Sincerely,
Jim McCloskey
Sunday School Superintendent

Christian Ed. Tidbits:
Elizabeth Treadwell is the new CE
Vestry Liaison. We look forward to
working with her as our Vestry
representative.
Our Sunday School attendance is
significantly up! We regularly have 6 to

“In life, you can never do a kindness too soon
because you never know how soon it will be too late.”
- Ralph Waldo Emerson
www.StThomasReidsville.org

Stitches of Love - A Yarn Ministry

Vestry Retreat

Photos courtesy of Susan Dalton

On February 5th and 6th, our Vestry
held our annual retreat led by the
Reverend Trawin Malone. It was quite
a learning experience as we enumerated
our various assets in the physical plant
of our church, the various talents of our
parishioners, the organizations to which
our parishioners are involved, and the
location of our church in the downtown
area.
We also set three goals for the
coming year. First, we want to
concentrate on strengthening our
"internal spiritual growth" to give us the
inner fuel for spreading the good news
of our faith. In the questionnaire which
was circulated to the parishioners prior
to our search for a new priest, this
ranked very high of importance to our
congregation. This goal will be headed
by Elizabeth Treadwell. Second, we
want to" raise the visibility of St.
Thomas in the community". While our
efforts in outreach far surpass those of
other larger churches, our good works
often go unnoticed. Bill Horsley and
John Pugh will head this goal.
Many thanks to Susan Dalton and
Third, in keeping with one of Bishop
Elisabeth Pugh for putting together
Michael Curry's directives, we want
almost all of the quilt squares.
our "membership growth to better
Hopefully we will be ready to begin
reflect the demographics of Reidsville"
quilting sometime this month. We have
and our community. At the same time,
decided to meet only once a month at
all of us want to see growth in our parish,
night since we will also be meeting
particularly with regard to young
during the day as soon as we are ready to
families. Phillip Dalton and Polly
quilt. We will meet on Tuesday, March
th
Yeago
will chair this goal. Our retreat
24 at 7:00 pm.
was both meaningful and informative.
All of the members of Vestry were in
attendance for the entire weekend. At
the conclusion, I think all of us had a
clearer understanding of who we were
A new church directory will be run and distributed in June, 2009. If there have as a parish and the tasks that lay before
been changes in your address, phone number, or email address since the last us.
printing of the church directory (Spring 2007) please contact the church office.
Clark Turner
Also, please let us know if you have added or lost family members (birth, death, the
Senior Warden
kids have grown up and are now living on their own, etc.).

2009 Directory Information Needed

Jenny, the parish secretary, can be reached at 349-3511 ext. 101 at the following
times:
Monday thru Thursday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm, Friday 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
Or you can send the information to: office@stthomasreidsville.org
Thank you for your help!

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Lenten Observances

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper - Feb. 24

One way of thinking about Lent and
the tradition of giving something up for
Lent is to think of making some kind of
sacrifice in order to spend more time
with God. Consider:
!

getting up ½ hour earlier than
usual for additional prayer
time;

!

skipping lunch one or more days
each week during Lent and
using the time to read the
Bible;

!

going to a park or into the woods
for an hour a week for quiet
meditation;

!

beginning to use the section of the
Prayer Book called “Prayers
for Individuals and Families”
that begins on page 137;

!

putting a Lenten prayer card and
mite box on the kitchen table
to use at every meal during
Lent;

!

spending 15 minutes before going
to bed each night writing in a
journal about what happened
during the past day to help you
prepare to celebrate Christ’s
Resurrection.

Many thanks to all who helped to
make the Men’s Club’s annual Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Supper a success
again this year, and a special thank you
to the ECW who volunteered to help in
appreciation of the Men’s Club

members who had helped with their
Stew Sale the week before. Although the
full final results are not in at press time,
we do know that 195 were served on
Tuesday evening.

Congratulations Tom& Tom!!!
Congratulations to Tom Balsley
and Tom Ham who recently received
the NC Award For Outstanding
Vo l u n t e e r S e r v i c e f r o m t h e
Rockingham County Cooperative
Extension office.
Tom Balsley received first place. In
addition to his many ministries at St.
Thomas’, he is a tutor and mentor at
Lawsonville Elementary School and
also gives his time to Habitat for
Humanity, the Rockingham County
Partnership for Children, Help Inc., the
U n i t e d W a y, R e D i r e c t i o n s ,
Rockingham County Best Friends, the
8

Cooperative Extension Advisory Board
and the mental health board.
Tom Ham received second place.
He volunteers more than 40 hours a
week at the Reidsville Outreach Center,
picking up and bagging food donations
for distribution to needy families. He
also delivers food to elementary schools
for the food backpack programs. In
addition to his many contributions to the
work at St. Thomas’, he also volunteers
with the Boy Scouts, the Free Clinic,
Habitat for Humanity, the Rockingham
County Opportunity Center and the
Reidsville Family Life Center.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Photo courtesy of the Reidsville Review

ECW - Stew Sale

Musical notes from

Photos courtesy of Parker Graham & Tom Ham

Ed

From all reports, the stew was a
delicious success. We made 399 quarts
and should realize $1000.00 to help
continued support for programs both
within and without St. Thomas. Many
thanks to all who chopped, stirred,
dipped, or kept us company until the
wee hours of the morning. This was
definitely a whole church effort with the
Men’s Club and EYC providing much
needed muscle and know how. Thanks
to everyone!

Bless Your Heart
Lent is upon us! As if a global
recession isn’t enough, now we have to
endure the gloom and doom of Lent!
And all that self-sacrifice and selfdenial! It’s like banging your head
against the wall....it doesn’t feel good
till you stop!
But then I read Lenten texts: the
words of Holy Scripture, the prayers in
our Prayer Book, the hymns in our
hymnals. I am reminded of the Gospel,
the Good News of God’s love that I have
heard since I was a little boy. I see again,
I hear again, a message which we so
need to hear. It is a good message for our
church and for our souls. It would be a
good message for our nation and world
to hear as well. It goes something like
this:
“There are some things that are out
of place in your life, and now is the time
to put them right. No, don’t whine or
complain; you can do this, and I’ll be
here to help you. I love you and only
want the very best for you. Do what I
say. Love me and trust me. I have
special, wonderful things for you. I will
bless your heart like it has never been
blessed before.”
Hmmm...maybe Lent is not so bad
after all.
Thank you for all you are to me.
Ed Spencer

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Deacon Paul

On Sunday, Feb, 1 we welcomed our
new deacon, the Rev. Deacon Paul
Valdes. Paul comes to us from Church
of the Redeemer in Greensboro and will
be with us 3 Sundays per month. He will
also be working with the outreach
committee and getting to know the
community.

Thoughts on Stewardship
Although Martha and I live in the
city limits, we have quite a few furry
guests at our house from time to time.
This does not include the five cats that
have been a part of our family for more
than ten years. Occasionally we will
have visits from Ms. Opossum, a very
noisy eater, who crunch, crunch,
crunches away at the food we leave for
our outside feral cat, named “Bart.”
Because Bart is blind in one eye, he
takes his name from the biblical
character, Bartimaeus, whom Jesus
healed on the roadside outside of
Jericho. Another frequent visitor who
gets an extra wide berth is Mr. Skunk
who has an expansive white stripe down
his back that is quite stunning. Then
there is the raccoon family who makes
nightly trips to the food dish. We call
them the “Creatures of the Night.” Once
in awhile we get a glimpse of the pair of

red-tail hawks who live in the
neighborhood and a hoot owl will call to
us through the woods at night. Last
week, however, we experienced a
magical moment. When I went outside
to “herd” our cats into the house for the
night, I saw five deer clustered in our
neighbor’s front yard eating the acorns
beneath their large oak tree. I guess we
watched them for a half an hour or so.
Our large orange cat planted himself a
few feet away and seemed to enjoy the
spectacle as much as we did.
What a rich and wonderful creation
God has given us to enjoy. I am
reminded of the verse in the 104th
Psalm that says, “And there is that
Leviathan, which you have made for the
sport of it.”
Tom Balsley

New Arrivals!

Marie Bryan
In the last newsletter of the Free
Clinic of Rockingham County some
might have noticed that Marie Bryan
was cited as being “Volunteer
Extraordinaire” for this agency. Marie
began serving at the Free Clinic a little
over 10 years ago and has continued her
efforts to help out wherever she needed.
Marie’s main function at the clinic is in
screening patients but she has also
assisted with fundraising events and is a
member of their board of directors.
Marie says, “I continue to come back
because everyone is so appreciative of
anything you do and if the tables were
turned, I would be thankful to have
volunteers reach out to me.”
Marie is one of many St. Thomas
parishioners who are committed to
helping others and would do this
whether or not she received any
recognition. However, we want to
acknowledge Marie’s many
contributions in serving such a critical
need in our community.
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Congratulations to Jeanne and Bill
Horsley on the birth of their grandson,
James Dallas Mailly who was born
February 13th. He was 8 lbs., 21 inches.
James is the son of Ann Claire and
Dave Mailly.
Sarah Campbell Shepherd,
daughter of Lizzie and Ben Shepherd,
grand daughter of Bettie and Chuck
Rhodes was born January 29, 2009, at
1:09 A.M. She weighed 7 lb. 7 oz. and
was 20 3/4" long.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Parish Register

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...
DATE

SERVICE

ATTENDANCE

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

23
53

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

17
52

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

18
49

February 22
Last Sunday after Epiphany 8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

7
67

February 1
4th Sunday after Epiphany
February 8
th
5 Sunday after Epiphany
February 15
th
6 Sunday after Epiphany

Please note that Ken &
Suzanne Howard no longer use the
PO Box listed in the previously
printed church directory. The
correct address is:

ish
Par
r
iste
Reg

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Howard
1014 Oakcrest Drive
Reidsville NC 27320

Pledge Report
January 2009

Year To Date

Total Revenue

$ 9,681.00

$ 9,681.00

Total Operations Expenses

$ 16,042.40

$ 16,042.40

- $ 6,361.40 - $ 6,361.40

Difference

Who’s Who

CHURCH STAFF:
• Rector

LAY WORKERS:

• Acolyte Coordinator
The Rev. Dr. Vicki L. Smith
349-3511, Ext. 102
Cell: 919-452-0543
rector@stthomasreidsville.org

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org

• ECW
Parker Graham 349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com
• Men’s Club

• Deacon - The Rev. Paul Valdes 349-3511
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284

• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Treasurer
John Pugh
656-4664

• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
hambones@netmcr.com

• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

• Sextons
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511

• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com

• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Christopher Wood (2008-2009)

WANTED!!!

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511
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Wednesday Evening

LENTEN PROGRAMS
BUMPER STICKERS
of FAITH
the TEN COMMANDMENTS
TODAY
FOR

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT - 6:00 pm - pARISH HOUSE

