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Dear Friends
On February 25 we will begin
Lent, an annual season of penitence
and renewal. We will begin with
the Imposition of Ashes and
Holy Communion at noon and
7:30pm. For the Sundays of
Lent, we will be using the
Penitential Order of Rite 1 at
8:30 and the Penitential Order
of Rite 2 at 11. These services
offer us the opportunity to
focus our Lenten worship by
beginning with confession.
Our services will also include
the Kyrie (Lord Have Mercy)
instead of the Gloria, the Agnus
Dei (Lamb of God) and, at 8:30, the
Prayer of Humble Access; all in an effort
to help us live out our Ash Wednesday
promise to observe a holy Lent by selfexamination and repentance.
In our Ash Wednesday service, we are
also invited to keep a Holy Lent by prayer,
fasting and self-denial, and by reading and

meditating on God's holy word. In these
few weeks before Lent begins, I invite you
to consider how you will keep Lent
this year. What disciplines of
prayer, fasting and self-denial
will you undertake? What will
be your commitment to
reading and meditating on
God's holy word this Lent?
I encourage all of us to
undertake some form of
discipline this Lent. It need
not be a huge commitment,
nor take lots and lots of time
but it is spiritually beneficial for
us to make some additional
commitment during Lent. Perhaps
you will give something up, or take
something on. (I never learned quite so
much about myself as I did the year I gave
up coffee - who knew how central that
warm, brown liquid had become in my life!)
Perhaps this Lent should be marked by a
commitment to pray before bed each day, or
to say grace at each meal. Perhaps this is the
season to read a gospel from beginning to
Continued on page 2
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From the Rector’s Desk
Continued from page 1

Reading Group

end. I will have resources available for
children, teens and adults to help us
keep this holy season. Whatever you
choose to do, I pray that this Lent will be
for you a time of insight and growth, a
time of repentance and renewal, a time
of forgiveness and new beginnings.

We will meet at 7pm on Tuesday,
Feb. 17 to continue our study of Phillip
Yancey's Prayer, Does It Make Any
Difference?
We will finish our
discussion of part 1 and begin our
discussion of Part 2.
We'll meet on the third Tuesday of
each month through May to allow us to
discuss the whole book. Inclement
weather kept several people at home for
the first session but that won't be a
barrier to participating in this second
gathering. Whether you were there in
January or not, please join us for the rest
of the sessions

Yours in Christ,
Vicki +

Welcome Paul!
On Sunday, Feb, 1 we will welcome
our new deacon, the Rev. Deacon Paul
Valdes. Paul comes to us from Church
of the Redeemer in Greensboro and will
be with us 3 Sundays per month; he'll
even preach on occasion.

Lenten Programs

Sunday Mornings during Lent our
He will also be working with the
Adult Class (9:45-10:30) will be
outreach committee and getting to know
studying Jesus' Seven Last Words in
the community. Please welcome him to
preparation for Good Friday.
St. Thomas by introducing yourself and
getting to know him.

Vestry Retreat
Parish Officers for 2009:
Senior Warden Clark Turner
Junior Warden Tom Ham
Treasurer
John Pugh
Clerk
Dot Shelton
Our Vestry Retreat for 2009 will be
held on Friday and Saturday, Feb. 6 and
7. The retreat will be led by The Rev.
Trawin Malone, our regional priest.
He will be helping us discern what we're
good at and how God is calling us to use
those gifts. On Friday we will meet
from 6 -9 at First Methodist Church. On
Saturday our meeting will be at St.
Thomas from 9-2. Please hold us in
your prayers.
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Wednesday Nights in Lent
(Beginning March 4): Light Meal at 6
p.m., followed by "Bumper Stickers of
Faith: the Ten Commandments for
Today" and Compline. We will finish
by 7:30 p.m.
Please join us for fellowship,
discussion and prayer. If you cannot
commit to all 5 weeks, come when you
can. (Each session will stand on its
own).

Outreach Funds Donated in 2008
Rector’s Discretionary Fund
Mission Fund
Fund Raiser - Youth
Coins for Kids
Thanksgiving Dinner Fund
Outreach - Vestry (NW)
Christmas Families Fund
Bishop’s Discretionary Fund
Soup Kitchen Fund
Habitat Fund
Thompson Children’s Home
Virginia Theological Seminary
Penick Village
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$ 1,724.42
2,740.07
2,294.55
30.00
677.22
3,307.63
200.00
181.18
878.85
841.59
137.30
97.00
69.83
$ 13,179.64

The Essenes
by Don Gwarek
Any mention of the Dead Sea Scrolls
usually leads to a discussion of Qumran,
the place where the scrolls were found,
and its inhabitants, the Essene, a Jewish
sect known as the “pious ones”. Their
beliefs so closely parallel Christian
thought that some people think that
Jesus and John the Baptist could have
been Essenes.
So, who were the Essenes and how
did they differ from other Jews?

water before going to breakfast. They all
dressed the same, in white, shared the
same meal, which they ate in silence, in
a common dining hall. Their days were
spent in the study of their holy texts, and
praying when not working.
It wasn’t easy to become an Essene.
You couldn’t just walk in off the street
and say, “sign me up.” The Essene
community were really particular who
they let into their midst.

They were first mentioned around 1
BC and flourished until approximately 1
AD. The Essenes were a branch of the
Pharisees but they were as different
from the Pharisees as day and night. For
instance, the Pharisees lived in the
cities, close to the temple and worked at
important positions such as lawyers and
scribes. They dressed flamboyantly,
placing themselves where others would
see how “holy” they were. Most
Essenes, however, lived in communes
although some lived in towns and cities.
Whatever wealth or possessions they
had was shared with the other members
of the commune. They dressed only in
white, kept to themselves and supported
themselves by farming or crafts. They
kept no slaves and did not believe in
animal sacrifice and daily ritual bathing
was an important part of their activity.

Any man who desired to become a
member of the sect would first have to
sell all of his possessions and turn over
the money to an elected official of the
commune. He would also have to agree
to become celibate. After being found
worthy, our wannabe Essene would then
be given a mattock, which is a type of
pick-axe used for loosening the soil, a
linen apron and a white robe then placed
on trial for a year. During this time he
would not be allowed to eat with the
regular members of the commune. He
would be given the same food as the
others but he would have to eat outside
of the main dining area. If the other
members found him acceptable after
one year, the applicant’s ablutions
would be considered of a higher degree
of purity and he would be put on trial for
yet another two years and still could not
share in the common meal. Finally after
The Essenes studied the Law of three years of waiting, our candidate, if
Moses continually, day and night, found acceptable, would be given a
reading their sacred texts aloud. number of oaths and is then allowed to
Through their holy books they said that eat in silence with the others in the
they could predict the future. Also common dining hall. He will also learn
because of their piety they considered the correct pronunciation of the many
themselves healers. It was said that they names of God.
could cast out demons, heal the sick and
even raise the dead. The High Priest was
But what happens once he is “made”
called Christos or the “anointed one’” and he does something wrong? No
and the second in charge was called a second chances here. He is expelled
Messiah.
from the order. Depending on how pious
and conscientious the expelled Essene
They lived simply. Rising early, they would be, he could actually starve to
wouldn’t say a word to anyone, then death because of the oaths that he took.
facing the rising sun they would pray the
prayers of their fathers, work until the
Not all Essenes agreed on the
fifth hour when they would bathe in cold principle of celibacy. They argued that
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the Lord commanded them to have
children therefore being celibate was
sinful. But one thing they all agreed on
was that the soul was immortal. The
Essenes believed that there would be a
judgment day when flesh would rise
again, the world would be burned up,
the good would be rewarded and the
wicked eternally punished. They
believed in baptism and taught both
Jews and Gentiles to cleanse themselves
in living streams and return to God in
repentance and prayer; and the Essenes
also believed that there should be
righteousness towards all men with
injustice to none. Another Essene
parallel to Christianity was their belief
in the Holy Spirit which was believed to
be the spirit of God.
Could Jesus have been an Essene?
No one knows but I think there may be a
good possibility that he was. After all,
the Biblical Jesus did not become
known to us until He was thirty years
old. There is nothing written about His
prior life. He could have been in a
commune. But one of the most
compelling reasons I feel that Jesus
could have been an Essene is that He
was unmarried. According to Jewish
tradition, God commanded that a Jewish
man be married before he reached the
age of twenty-one. In order to continue
the religion and preserve the race, he
was also supposed to father either two
boys or a boy and a girl, depending upon
which sect or group you were a member
of.
Today we can find traces of the
Essene culture in the Jewish sect known
as the Hasidim.
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193rd Diocesan Convention
Photo courtesy of Doug Moses, St. Paul’s, Salisbury, NC

The 193rd Diocesan Convention was
held this past weekend in WinstonSalem. Your delegates, Bob Watt and
Bill Sutton, want to give you a brief
report of what transpired. We are sure
that a complete record will be contained
in the next N.C. Disciple newspaper and
we recommend it to your reading.
The address by Bishop Curry is
usually the highlight of each convention
and this year was no exception. He
reminded us that in 2017 the diocese
th
will celebrate its 200 anniversary. He
has a "hope, dream, and a prayer for us"
that in 2017 "the face of the Episcopal
Church here will reflect the face of the
peoples of North Carolina in all of our
variety and God-given diversity. And
that it will be known of us far and wide
that, 'All are welcome in this place.'”
The Bishop related to us that in 1587
on Roanoke Island the "lost colony"
conducted the first recorded baptisms
by the Church of England in North
America. The first two persons baptized
were Virginia Dare (infant daughter of
English settlers) and Manteo (a Native
American of the Algonquin tribe). The
Bishop is convinced that this was no
accident but that "God's trying to tell us
4

something!" He believes that the
greatest challenge before our diocese is
E PLURIBUS UNUM- out of many,
one. Is it possible?
He closed his address by quoting the
words of St. Augustine of Hippo, "By
ourselves, we can't; by himself, God
won't; but together with God, we can".
The other major event at the
convention was a vote to change the
method by which the diocese decides
how much financial support each
church should give annually to support
the work of the diocese. Presently, the
amount is determined by a formula
which requires each church to give an
average of sixteen percent of its
operating revenue to the diocese.
However, each church is only required
to give five percent. Over the past few
years this has resulted in some churches
paying only the minimum and others
paying their full allotment. For 2009
only fifty-four (54) out of 117 churches
have elected to pay their full share. St.
Thomas is one of those fifty-four.
The new system will require every
church to pay an amount equal to
between 10% and 14% of their last
year's operating income to the diocese.
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The exact percentage will be set yearly
at the convention. An exception can be
made for a church which can
demonstrate to the diocese that it has a
valid financial hardship for a given year.
Churches who do not comply will face
very serious consequences.
The vote to adopt this change was
229 to 36, an overwhelming approval!
Since the new formula requires a change
to the constitution of the diocese, a
second vote must be taken at next year's
convention before it can become final.
Assuming the new formula is
approved for the 2011 asking, the
amount which St.Thomas will be asked
to pay will probably decrease since we
have been paying our requested share
already. This is good news for our
church and results in a much fairer
method to fund the work of the diocese.
Thanks for allowing us to serve as
your delegates to the convention.
Yours in Christ,
Bob Watt and Bill Sutton

Cursillo - April 2-5
A NC Diocese Episcopal Cursillo
will be held at the Betsy Jeff 4-H Camp
beginning Thursday, April 2 and ending
Sunday, April 5. This is a three-day
weekend filled with talks, group
discussions, worship, singing, and fun.
A Cursillo weekend is directed toward
enhancing our own spiritual journey and
is an aid to us as we continue our walk
with Christ. It is not an evangelistic
program, nor a form of group therapy,
nor a plan for parish renewal. However,
its goal is to help us see that we do have a
ministry of witness and Cursillo gives
us ways in which our witness can be
carried out. If you are interested in
attending, please see Martha or Tom
Balsley for an application. You can also
view the Cursillo website at
www.nccursillo.org

Episcopal Day School Preschool
W e
h o p e
everyone had a great
New Year and that
2009 is happy and
healthy for you all.
We've come back to
school and are in full gear at EDS. We
continue to study our letters of the
alphabet, shapes, colors and numbers.
The kids are practicing for our
annual Program/Raffle which will be
held in March. We will be presenting a
play as well as performing with
handbells. We will be drawing for door
prizes during the program and are
seeking donations of prizes. If you are
interested in donating a door prize,
please see one of the teachers. Any item
is appreciated. Examples of prizes from
previous programs are embroidered
beach towels, fishing pole, tee shirts,
hair care products, gift cards for area
restaurants, gift certificates for services
such as hair cuts, etc. If you own your
own a business, this is a good way to
promote it by donating a prize and
attaching a business card. We appreciate
your help with this!
Congratulations to Stephanie

Wood, our two year old teacher, who is
expecting her third child in August! We
are happy for Stephanie and
Christopher and their children Sophie
and Gabe. Stephanie will not be
returning to EDS in the fall so we are
currently accepting applications for the
two year old teacher position. If you, or
someone you know, is interested in this
position, please leave a resume in the
EDS mailbox in the church office.
This is a reminder that the public
school system has changed their
birthday cut-off date for children
entering kindergarten. Children must
be 5 years old on or before August 31 to
enter kindergarten in the fall. We will
continue to offer those 5 year olds that
miss the cut-off date the opportunity to
attend in the 3/4 year old class. Please
speak with a teacher if you have any
questions.
Registration packets for 2009-2010
will be available from the teachers or in
the church office in early February.

“Fill The Tub” Outreach
Please help us reach out to others in our
community by donating non-perishable
items for the Reidsville Outreach
Center. Items needed for February are:

Cereal
Canned meat
Peanut Butter
Boost or Ensure
Toiletry items
such as Deodorant
and Shampoo
The tub is located in the narthex of the
church. Thank you for your help with
this vital ministry!

EYC

February 8 - Mandatory Acolyte
meeting
and EYC from 6:00 - 7:30.
Ms. Jeanette
Dinner
is
included, this is for ALL
Ms. Stephanie
acolytes
and
anyone who is interested in
Ms. Edie
training. Vicki will lead this meeting
and will make it more clear to the
acolytes what their responsibilities are
now that we have 2 serving at the 11:00
service. We want everyone to know
what they are doing so that there will be
no reason to be nervous or apprehensive
furniture will make our classroom more on Sundays. Serving as an acolyte
attractive for our students and visitors, should be a spiritual and enjoyable
and provide greater structure and experience. We will also choose a
efficiency for teaching our lessons. "senior acolyte" to act as spokesperson
Please stay tuned for this exciting for the group or to voice any concerns
development.
that the acolytes may have.
That's it for now. Please feel free to
invite and bring your children's friends.
February 20 - EYC will assist the
We have a good program and there is ECW in making Brunswick stew. We
always room for "one more" at God's will have movies and food to enjoy
table.
when you are not taking your turn at
"stirring the stew". Bring a friend, we
Thanks for your continued support, need strong guys to stir. The pot has to
be stirred constantly and holds 400
Sincerely, quarts of stew. EYC folks will be called
Jim McCloskey before the 20th with the times that we
Sunday School Superintendent need to be there, but it looks like it will
be from 5:00 until about midnight.

Christian Education - February 2009
While this month's been as busy as
usual, I've been on vacation. Thus, the
short report.
Thank you. Thank you. Thank you!
Your contributions to our "Koins for
Kids" fund raising drive collected about
$145. This is more than enough for us to
put together quite a few of the care
packages for children of clients at the
Reidsville Free Clinic.
Attendance is up! The number of
children attending Sunday school has
increased. We're consistently getting 5
or 6 kids and twice we've had 8!
Fantastic. In order to upgrade our
program, the Children's Christian Ed
Commission is exploring the purchase
of 8 new desks and 8 new chairs. New
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Stephen Ministry

Red Cross Bloodmobile
Photos courtesy of Tom Balsley

A Stephen Minister can be there
for someone who's in the
midst of a life challenge
so they don't have to walk
through the valley alone.

Have you ever noticed that when
something has been around for
awhile we tend to overlook it? Kind
of like an old, comfortable, pair of
shoes under the bed. Out of sight and
out of mind we forget how good
those old shoes can be.
On Saturday, December 6, 2008, St.
Thomas, along with Zion Baptist,
joined together to host a much needed
Bloodmobile at Zion Baptist. Many
thanks go to Susan Neal for organizing
this event and other members of the
Healthcare Ministry team who worked
In a nutshell the Stephen Ministry the entire day: Starr McHugh, Bill
is Christ caring for people through Horsley, Hazel Post, Ben Neal, and
Tom Balsley.

The Stephen Ministry at St.
Thomas is a lot like that. We’ve been
around awhile and folks have
possibly forgotten what we are all
about.

people.

You know, sometimes bad things
happen to good people. You’re hurt
or resentful and angry. Who knows?
One thing is for certain though;
keeping everything bottled up inside
you will only make things worse.
There is a TV ad that says talk
about it. That’s what the Stephen
Ministry is all about. You talk, we
listen. And don’t worry about us
blabbing your secrets. Everything is
confidential. Getting your troubles
off your chest will make you feel so
much better.
When you’re ready to talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to listen.
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Susan contacted and arranged the
date with the Red Cross and arranged
for members of the Health Occupational
class at Rockingham Co. High School to
assist. Also thanks to Short Sugars,
Domino's Pizza, Subway, and
McDonalds for providing
refreshments. In all there were 32 pints
of blood that were donated.

Sunday

1

8

15

22

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Family Service-Holy Eucharist
12:00 PM Coffee in the Pipkin Parlor

First Sunday in Lent

March 1

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Family Service-Holy Eucharist
12:00 PM Coffee in the Pipkin Parlor

Last Sunday after the Epiphany

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Family Service-Holy Eucharist
12:00 PM Coffee in the Pipkin Parlor

Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Family Service-Holy Eucharist
12:00 PM Coffee in the Pipkin Parlor
6:00-7:30 PM Acolyte Meeting

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

8:30 AM Holy Eucharist
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Family Service-Holy Eucharist
12:00 PM Coffee in the Pipkin Parlor

Fourth Sunday after The Epiphany

9

2

2

23

17

7:30 PM Boy Scouts

7:30 PM Boy Scouts

3

24

5-7:00 PM Pancake Supper

7:30 PM Boy Scouts

7:00 PM Study Group: Prayer,
Does it Make any Difference?
(Pipkin Parlor)

7:30 PM Boy Scouts

3

10
7:00 PM Stitches of Love - a
Yarn Ministry (Vestry Room)

7:30 PM Boy Scouts

Tuesday

4

11

5

EDS
Valentine Party

12

6:30 PM Men’s Club Meeting

Thursday

18

25

4

7:30 PM Choir Practice

6:00 PM Lenten Supper, Program
Compline

12:00 PM Holy Eucharist (Chapel)

11:00 AM Children’s Chapel

11:00 AM Children’s Chapel
12:00 PM Holy Eucharist with
Imposition of Ashes (Chapel)
7:30 PM Holy Eucharist with
Imposition of Ashes
7:30 PM Choir Practice

Ash Wednesday

7:30 PM Choir Practice

12:00 PM Holy Eucharist (Chapel)

11:00 AM Children’s Chapel

5

26

19

6

13

21

14

7

8:00 PM AA & NA Meeting
(Parish House)

8:00 PM AA & NA Meeting
(Parish House)

Srove Tuesday Pancake Supper - Tuesday February 24

6

27

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Cursillo Meeting (Parish House)

7

28

1:00 PM ECW Stew Preparations
7:00 AM - Noon
5:00 PM EYC Help with Stew
ECW Brunswick Stew Pickup
Preparations
8:00 PM AA & NA Meeting
(Parish House)
March Calendar/Newsletter Deadline

20

Saturday

11:00 AM DAR Meeting
(Parish House)

Vestry Retreat
8:00 PM AA & NA Meeting
(Parish House)

Friday

Stewardship Education Conference, Gatlinburg, TN
8:00 PM AA & NA Meeting
(Parish House)
7:30 PM Choir Practice

12:00 PM NO Noon Service

10:30 AM ECW Morning Chapter

7:30 PM Choir Practice

11:00 AM Children’s Chapel
12:00 PM Holy Eucharist (Chapel)

Wednesday

ECW Brunswick Stew Pickup - Saturday February 21

6:30 PM Vestry Meeting

16

12:15 PM EDS Board Meeting

Monday

St. Thomas Episcopal Church † Reidsville, NC
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February 2009

If you are unable to serve as scheduled, please call the office as soon as possible with the name of your substitute.

St. Thomas Episcopal Church † Reidsville, NC

Parish House Duty: Linda Avery
Tape Ministry: Tom & Mary Ham
Coffee: Bill Horsley, Bill Sutton

Worship Schedule

ECW - Episcopal Church Women

Musical notes from

Ed

ECW is making a stew on Friday,
February 20th. We will need workers
from 1:00 PM till 12:30 AM. There is a
sign up sheet in the narthex. We
especially need "muscle power" from
5:30 PM - 11:30 PM when the 400
quarts of stew will need to be constantly
stirred as new ingredients are added and
the stew thickens. The stew will sell for
$4.75 a quart and there are pre-sell
sheets in the narthex along with a price
list. All you need to do is get a
commitment from friends and
neighbors, list name, number of quarts
and a phone number. Turn the list in on
or before the 20th. The stew will need
to be picked up and paid for on Saturday,
the 21st from 7:00 AM till noon. We
will also need boxes for the stew. Please
bring any empty boxes you have to
church and we will store them.

Thank You

Men’s Club

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
315 Lindsey Street
(In Parish Hall behind church)

Annual shrove tuesday

Pancake supper
February 24, 2009
5:00PM - 7:00PM
--Menu--

All you can eat-Pancakes
Sausage
Bacon
Orange Juice & Coffee

$6.00 Per Person
$18.00 Per Family (2 or more children)
www.StThomasReidsville.org

The dust is settling from the
holidays, and I find myself able to think
more calmly about some things. It
occurs to me that a few well-placed
thank-yous are in order, so here goes:
Thank you again, choir, for your
generosity to me and my wife and for
your faithfulness each week in leading
worship. Also, thank you for being so
much fun to work with, and for your
concern for me, for each other, and for
those outside our choir.
Thank you to vestry members for
sharing a gift with me at Christmas, and
to the Pugh family for your hospitality
as well. Thank you also to vestry
members for your ongoing support of all
the ministries of our church.
Thank you to Vicki for coming to be
with us and lead us. I am enjoying
getting to know you. Your genuineness,
gentle sense of humor, and love for
God's people are beginning to settle in
very nicely. I smile to think of the
months ahead.
Thank you to Jenny for helping us
hold things together through your
ministry in the office. I know, it's your
job, but you take it on as a sacred
responsibility, and that means your
presence with us is a redemptive one. I
value you highly both as a co-worker
and as a friend.
Thank you, John, for touching our
lives with the newsletter each month. I
cannot honestly think of a church
newsletter better than the one we have.
Thank you also for your quiet support
and friendship to me and others in our
midst.
Thank you...to God. You are always
with us, as Vicki's candle reminded us in
worship committee meeting, whether
we ask you to be or not, whether we
know it or not, whether we care or not.
Thank you, St. Thomas' Church,
for all you are to me.
Ed Spencer
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2009 Flower Calendar
The 2009 Flower Calendar is now
available in the church office. Please
stop by to sign up as soon as possible for
the times that you would like to place
flowers on the altar.

Lost...
Have you seen a small step stool
(wooden) that is used in the sanctuary
and sits under the marquee on the organ
side? This has been missing since
November and is needed by the altar
guild.

Stewardship Education

Thoughts on Stewardship
Recently, in Adult Sunday School,
we have been exploring a series entitled
"Discussions of the Kingdom of God."
The theme of these lessons has to do
with how we understand Jesus' many
teachings about the Kingdom. Some
may interpret these parables to mean
"the end of time" or the transformation
of the world we now live in or a
combination of both. When we think
about how God's Kingdom might look
in the "here and now," we may describe
it as a world where justice, equality,
compassion, healing, forgiveness, and
love reign. In contrast, violence, hatred,
greed, discord, and dissension too often
push away the good qualities we wish to
see.

On January 20, in President Obama's
inauguration address, it was inspiring to
hear words such as honesty, courage,
kindness, selflessness, and tolerance
describe an ideal world. Now is as good
a time as any for the people of our nation
to start anew. Think how our world
would be if modeling Jesus' teachings
were foremost in our daily actions and
words. We can only begin where we are
in our churches, neighborhoods, and
towns. If we do, we will certainly see
God's will done on earth as it is already
being done in heaven.
Tom Balsley

Congratulations Tom!!!

On Feb 11, 12 and 13 Vicki will be
joining Lape Smith and many other
leaders and learners for a stewardship
education conference in Gatlinburg TN.

Stitches of Love
We reached a
milestone in
December. We have
now given away over
Photo by Robert Ross; courtesy of The Reidsville Review
100 shawls, lap
robes, or baby blankets. Don't forget to
Congratulations are in order for Tom and Boy Scouts. Tom's efforts with the
let us know if you have a friend, relative,
Ham
who was named this year's Outreach Center contributed greatly in
or neighbor who might enjoy the gift of
Outstanding
Volunteer by the Reidsville Reidsville's being named an Allone of our shawls or lap robes.
Chamber of Commerce. Tom received American City during 2008. In his
Stitches will meet only once in this honor mainly for his untiring work "spare time" Tom is our church's Jr.
February - Tuesday, the 10th due to the at the Reidsville Outreach Center. Tom Warden, a choir member, lay reader, and
Pancake Supper on the 24th. Elisabeth contributes 40 - 50 volunteer hours each annual volunteer for our Youth Mission
Pugh has agreed to spearhead the week to collect food and stock the Trip. In addition, Tom is very active in
making of a quilt to be used as one of our shelves of the Outreach Center which, in Cursillo.
raffle items at the Fall Bazaar and turn, feeds around 300 families on a
Tom, St. Thomas is extremely proud
Luncheon.
Anyone interested in weekly basis. Tom's involvement with
non-profit
agencies
also
extends
to
the
of
you
and the wonderful example you
helping with this project please join us
Rockingham
Opportunity
Center,
the
set
for
all
in our community.
on the 10th or see Elisabeth Pugh or
Ecumenical
Family
Counseling
Center,
Susan Dalton.
10

www.StThomasReidsville.org

In Memory

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...
DATE
January 4
2nd Sunday of Christmas
January 11
st
1 Sunday after Epiphany
January 18
nd
2 Sunday after Epiphany
January 25
rd
3 Sunday after Epiphany

SERVICE

ATTENDANCE

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

14
47

Please pray for the repose of the soul of

Helen Coble Clapp
Prayers are also requested for her sister Dot Ferneyhough
and the entire family during this time of sorrow.

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

20
50

Please also pray for the repose of the soul of

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

8
53

Prayers are also requested for his daughter Donna Van Ness
and the entire family during this time of sorrow.

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

17
51

Pledge Report

A. C. Dawson

Congratulations!
Virginia “Ginny” Campbell
and Michael Nester
were married on
Saturday November 29 at
St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal
Church, King, NC

December 2008 Year To Date

Dot Reilly
and James Shelton
were married on
Saturday December 6 at
The Penn House
Reidsville, NC

$ 23,613.63

$ 152,421.02

Total Operations Expenses $ 18,211.12

$ 148,701.82

Total Revenue

Who’s Who

CHURCH STAFF:
• Rector

$

Difference

• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Christopher Wood (2008-2009)

WANTED!!!

$ 3,719.20

LAY WORKERS:

• Acolyte Coordinator
The Rev. Dr. Vicki L. Smith
349-3511, Ext. 102
Cell: 919-452-0543
rector@stthomasreidsville.org

5,402.51

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org

• ECW
Parker Graham 349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com
• Men’s Club

• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Treasurer
John Pugh
656-4664

• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
hambones@netmcr.com

• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511
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ECW
Brunswick Stew

St. Thomas Episcopal Church

Pre-Order by 2/20 from any ECW Member

Annual shrove tuesday

315 Lindsey Street
(In Parish Hall behind church)

Pancake supper
February 24, 2009
5:00PM - 7:00PM
--Menu--

Stew Pickup
Saturday February 21
7 AM - Noon
$4.75 Per Quart

All you can eat-Pancakes
Sausage
Bacon
Orange Juice & Coffee

$6.00 Per Person
$18.00 Per Family (2 or more children)

Ash Wednesday Services - 12 Noon & 7:30 PM

