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Dear Friends,
As Advent begins, I share with you
this poem by Ann Weems entitled
This Year Will be Different
Who among us does not have dreams
that this year will be different?
Who among us does not intend to
go
peacefully leisurely, carefully
toward Bethlehem,
for who among us likes to cope
with the
commercialism of Christmas
which lures us to tinsel not only
the tree
but also our hearts?
Who among us intends to get caught up
in tearing around
and wearing down?
Who among us does not long for:
gifts that give love?
shopping in serenity?
cards and presents sent off early?
long evenings by the fireside with those we love?
(the trimming devoid of arguing about who's
going to hand
what where,
the aroma of cinnamon and nutmeg mingling
with the pine
scent of the tree,
and carols gently playing over our idyllic scene)
and the children! the children cheerfully talking
about
giving instead of getting?
Who among us does not yearn for
time for our hearts to ponder the Word of God?
moments of kneeling and bursts of song?
the peace of quiet calm for our spirit's journey?
This year we intend to follow the Star
instead of the crowd.
But, of course, we always do
intend the best.
(And sometimes best intentions tend to get the best
of us!)
This year, when we find ourselves off the path again
(and we invariably will!)
Let's not add yet another stress to our Advent

days,
that of “trying to do Christmas
correctly”!
Instead, let's approach the birth of our
Lord
with joyful abandon!
And this year
let's do what Mary did and
rejoice in God,
let's do what Joseph did and
listen to our dreams
let's do what the Wise Men did
and go to worship,
let's do what the shepherds did
and praise and glorify God
for all that we've seen and
heard!
As for the Advent frantic pace, we don't
have time for that.
We'll be too busy singing!
This year will be different!
I will be leading an Advent series entitled: This
Year Will Be Different! on the Sundays in Advent
(Nov 30, Dec 7, 14, and 21) from 9:45 to 10:30 in
the vestry room.
Please join me and let's make this year different
together.
Yours in Christ,
Vicki +
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Advent Study

Christmas Poinsettias

Come join our Advent Study:
Sundays at 9:45 in the vestry room
on Nov 30, Dec 7, 14 and 23. This is an
opportunity to step out of the chaos that
is the holiday season and quietly prepare
our hearts and minds to welcome the
Christ Child. Everyone is welcome!

Deadline to order 12/17/08

Stewardship Campaign
The 2009 Stewardship Campaign
is drawing to a close with (at the time
of this writing) only a couple of
pledges outstanding.
We have received 64 pledges,
totaling $150,151.20. When the
remaining pledges are received, we
expect to have a total of just over
$153,000. This is an increase of
nearly $4,000 over last year's
pledges.

If you would like to place a poinsettia in the church for Christmas, please
complete an order form and place it in the offering plate or call the church office
(349-3511). The deadline to place an order is 12/17/08. The poinsettias will be
placed in the church on Christmas Eve and may be picked up after the Sunday
service on December 28th.

“Celebration of New Ministry” - November 12
Photo courtesy of Tom Ham

Seven new pledges offset the loss
of three pledges from last year. This
bodes well for the future of St.
Thomas.
Twenty-four families
increased their pledges over last
year. Overall, this was a successful
Stewardship campaign, although we
did not reach our admittedly
ambitious goal of $160,000. Maybe
next year!
To all those people who made this
commitment to St. Thomas
THANK YOU!
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A Christmas Story
by Don Gwarek
After they had entered the city gates,
Yosef stopped. “Here we are in Bethlehem
at last,” he said. He looked at his young
wife with concern. “How are you feeling,
Mir’yam?”

The inn-keeper whistled softly.
“That’s a long way for a woman in her
condition. About ninety–four parsangs I
suspect.” He nodded his head toward
Mir’yam. “Did she have to walk all the
way?”

and sat gingerly in some hay. The other
families stared hard at her when she made
a groaning sound. Her face was contorted
in pain. “My wife is with child,” Yosef
said.

The woman with the three children
rushed to Mir’yam’s side and put her hand
on the young woman’s swollen belly.
“Tsk, tsk,” the old woman clucked as she
The inn-keeper shook his head slowly wiped sweat off the face of the young
and sighed. “I’m sorry, friend, but we are woman with a handful of straw, “having a
all filled up tonight. There’s nothing I can child and you’re not more than a child
do.” He started to turn his back and close yourself. This is your first I suspect.”
the door when he saw the look of despair
Mir'yam nodded and tried to smile but
on Yosef’s face. He felt pity for him and
the young woman. He turned back to face only managed a grimace and a loud,
But finding a room was easier said Yosef and said, “Look, I know it’s not agonized, groan. The pains were coming
than done because the city was so much, but there’s a little stable out back. quicker now.
crowded. Every man, woman and child Your wife will be able to rest there.” He
"Amira," the woman called to the
who were descendants of King David shook his head. “I’m sorry friend, it’s the
were in the city of Bethlehem to be best I can do.” Then he slowly closed the other woman in the stable. “Come over
here and help me. We’ll soon have
registered according to the wishes of the door.
another guest in our palace tonight. And
Roman emperor, Augustus. Everywhere,
Yosef walked slowly back to you men,” she snapped, “take the children
on street corners and alleyways, sternfaced Roman soldiers rested on their Mir’yam. His eyes looked sad as he and get out of here. We don’t need you
shook his head. “He’s all filled up, just gawking over our shoulders.”
spears, determined to keep order.
like the others,” he said. Mir ’yam’s eyes
"Now push, child. Push hard."
People pushed and shoved, bumping filled with tears. “Oh Husband,” she
and cursing, and yet no one seemed to be sobbed, “what will we do. I think that my
Shortly thereafter the night was filled
moving anywhere. Many people, tired of time to bring a child into the world will be
with the sound of a baby’s first cry and a
looking for a room, camped on the edge of soon.”
smiling woman held up the child and said,
the street, bedding down in doorways,
oblivious to the passing crowds.
"It might not be much but the inn- “look, it’s a boy”.
keeper said that there was a stable in the
The men laughed as they heard the
The young couple walked for hours back,” Yosef said. “At least it will be
newborn babe’s howl and they clapped
and had not found one inn that had an shelter.”
Yosef on the back. “God has blessed
empty room. Finally they came to an inn
on the edge of the city. Yosef went to the
It was just a short ways to the tiny you,” they said. “You have a fine son.
door and knocked. A harried looking stable but when they got there Mir’yam With luck, you’ll have many more.”
innkeeper opened the door and said put her hand to her mouth and gasped.
Yosef came back into the stable as
gently, “go away, man, there is no more Two other families had discovered it as
well. The little stable was as crowded as Mir’yam was wrapping the baby in her
room here.”
the streets. She looked at Yosef with tears shawl. He put fresh straw on a pile next to
“Please,” Yosef said softly, “I will take in her eyes. “Husband, what will we do the young mother then took the baby and
laid it next to her. He kissed her head
anything you have. My wife cannot walk now?”
tenderly.
farther.”
A woman with a husband and three
“And what will you call him?” Amira
The inn-keeper looked over Yosefs’ children by her side said, “well don’t just
shoulder and saw the woman, holding her stand there like a donkey, girl. This isn’t a asked.
swollen belly. She looked exhausted. fancy inn but it’s a roof over our heads for
“His name shall be Jesus,” Mir'yam
“How far have you come?” he asked the night. Now get in here if you want or
said as she gazed at the beautiful child
gently.
you’ll lose your chance.”
lying beside her. “And yes, God has
“From Nazareth in Galilee,” Yosef
Mir'yam waddled to the little stable blessed us . . . all of us.”
answered.

The young woman put her hands on
her hips and gave her husband an impish
grin. “I’ve just walked for four days. My
feet hurt, my back hurts, I’m tired, hungry,
and pregnant. How do you think I feel?”
Mir’yam smiled and squeezed Yosef’s
arm. “But you must be tired as well.
Maybe we can find an inn soon,” she said.
“We’ll both feel better in the morning
after a little rest.”

“Yes,” Yosef said, “and because she is
with child the journey took us four days.”

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Vestry Highlights from Dot Reilly, Vestry Clerk
Meeting date: November 17, 2008
John Pugh opened the meeting with
prayer.

Vicki suggested St. Thomas' could
benefit from having a Deacon. The only
expense would be the cost of the
transportation while in and around
Reidsville.

Outreach - John Pugh

Treasurer's Report
The Vestry confirmed the vote taken by
e-mail appointing Chuck Rhodes as
Treasurer for November and
December.
A motion was passed to direct the
treasurer to place the loose offering
collected at the Celebration of New
Ministry on November 12 in the
General Fund as miscellaneous
income.
The Vestry passed a motion to
designate the loose offering on
November 30th to the Thompson's
Children's Home.

process. Four Stephen Ministers are
currently assigned to care receivers. A
Stephen Ministry continuing education
class is given once a month and is well
attended.

Senior Warden's Report - Jeanne
Horsely
The vestry passed a motion to allow the
staff to carry over 80 hours maximum
of sick leave to the following year.
Junior Warden's Report - Tom Ham
Ham will check with the City of
Reidsville on handicap parking
regulations before allocating a second
space next to the sidewalk on Lindsey
Street. He got a price of a little over
$600 plus installation for two hand
dryers for the parish house bathrooms.
The new window for the door to the
rector's office is ready to install.

Assignments have been made and
turkeys are being passed out to church
members to be cooked for the
Community Thanksgiving Dinner at
St. Thomas' Thanksgiving Day.
Sanitary Restaurant and Carolina Café
will provide cooking facilities and
assistance. Remaining food items will
be purchased from Reidsville Grocery.
Jim McCloskey and Martha Balsley
will plan and coordinate the meal
deliveries. Volunteer drivers have been
calling from around the community to
sign up. Chuck Rhodes and Elizabeth
Treadwell are accumulating boxes for
meals. Treadwell and Pugh will assign
and direct volunteers. Churches in the
community will be providing desserts.

Episcopal Day School Report Martha Balsley
Commission Reports
Thank you for all of the General Mills
box tops we collected this year. The
EDS will receive an $80 check from
General Mills for this project. The
children made the table decorations for
the Community Thanksgiving Dinner
held at St. Thomas. There will be a
fundraiser raffle in February. The EDS
Board is currently taking applications to
fill the two-year old classroom teacher
position for the 2009-2010 school year.
Rector's Report - Rev. Vicki Smith
Bishop Michael Curry's visit will be
Sunday, November 23 at a combined 10
AM service. There will be one
christening, four confirmations, one
reaffirmation and one reception. The
ECW will coordinate having the
reception catered. The Vestry will meet
with the bishop immediately following
the reception in the Vestry Room.
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Healthcare Commission

Membership and Parish Life - Freda Our Annual Blood Drive is set for
Watt, Polly Yeago and Martha Saturday, December 6th. This year we
Balsley
are combining our efforts with Zion
Baptist Church which has also
Watt and Balsley met with our rector scheduled a health screening. These
about compiling a picture directory for two events will be combined and cothe members of St. Thomas'. The sponsored. We will need donations of
pictures could be taken on Sunday sweets such as cookies, cakes and
mornings, and with the help of Tom brownies. We also need volunteers to
Ham, John Bullock and Jenny work that Saturday. At least 50 pints of
Wilkins there is a program on our blood need to be collected at the blood
computer system to help compile drive.
everything.
Spirituality and Christian Education
- Don Gwarek
th

Beginning on the 30 of November our
rector, Vicki Smith, will be teaching the
adult Sunday school class lessons about
Advent.
The Stephen Ministry is an ongoing

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Bill Horsley, Phillip Dalton,
and Elizabeth Treadwell are the
new vestry members that will take
the place of Jeanne Horsley, Don
Gwarek, and Martha Balsley in
January, 2009.

Episcopal Day School Preschool
Hello St. Thomas'
friends,
It's hard to believe
it's already time for
the December Issue
of Tidings! Time flies
when you're having fun and we are
having fun in preschool!
In November we covered the letters
Gg, Hh & Ii. Our color of the month was
brown and our shape was triangle. For
letter Ii we took a field trip to Reidsville
Christian Church so that Mr. Rick
(Ally's dad) could show us all kinds of
instruments. The kids loved this trip.
They were able to play the guitar,
drums, electronic drums, piano and
several other instruments. We think that
Santa should bring all of our
preschoolers a set of drums! We're not
sure that the parents would agree,
though.

We also spent a few days talking
about Thanksgiving and the reason we
celebrate this holiday. We learned about
the Pilgrims and Native Americans and
their big feast. We celebrated at our
Thanksgiving party with a feast of our
own. Everyone brought in their favorite
food and we shared a meal together.
We were happy to help with St.
Thomas' annual Thanksgiving
Community Dinner by making the
centerpieces for the tables. The children
used their hand prints to make turkey
pictures and we wrote down on each one
what they are thankful for.
We are now working on a
Community Service Project. Our
students are collecting non-perishable
foods for the food pantry at the Red
Cross. We will continue to collect these
items until December 8th. We will be

Bloodmobile - Dec. 6

St. Thomas and Zion Baptist will
sponsor a blood drive and Life Line
Screening on Saturday, December 6,
from 9:30 A.M. until 2:00 P.M. at Zion
Baptist Church in their large
multipurpose room. This is an
opportunity for you to help others and
yourself.
Not only do we need blood donors,
but also volunteers to work the canteen,
bake brownies and cookies, register
donors and unload and load equipment.
Contact Hazel Post, Susan Neal, Ben
Neal, Bill Horsley, Tom Balsley, or
Starr McHugh if you can help in any
way.
Life Screening performs five noninvasive tests that could save your life.
You can have the battery performed or
just one screening. The cost is $35-$45
per test or all 5 tests for $149.00. Some
insurance companies will pay for all or
Continued on page 11 part of the screening as a wellness
benefit. Check with yours before the
screening.
They can perform stroke/carotid
artery screening which looks for plaque
L a s t
Think positive thoughts. Our buildup in the carotid arteries that leads
December's ancestors did us a favor by setting to strokes. Up to 75% of all strokes are
tip was about Thanksgiving right before Advent and linked to carotid artery blockage.
dealing with Christmas. Try to remember the many Strokes are the 3rd leading killer of men
stress. One ways you have been blessed, and be and the 2nd leading killer of women.
Life Line Screening screens the aorta
o f
t h e thankful. Listen to the quiet, still voice
for
aneurysm. If you have one and it
suggestions that is speaking to you.
ruptures,
80-94% are fatal. AAA's are 4
was to sit
Meditation has long ago entered the
times more likely to occur in men.
w i t h a n mainstream of health care as a method
The third test is for peripheral arterial
a d v e n t of stress and pain reduction. It has been
disease (PAD). Life Line Screening
wreath and shown to affect the human metabolism
screens for plaque build up in the legs. If
m e d i t a t e . by lowering the biochemical by- you have PAD, you are 6-7 times more
You really products of stress. It can also provide likely to suffer a heart attack or stroke.
don't even need the wreath. All you wonderful support for a depressed
You may want to consider being
need is a commitment to yourself to immune system during times of chronic screened for atrial fibrillation. This is the
make your life happier through quiet illness. Meditation seems to boost the most common type of abnormal heart
meditation. Be still and open to what crave-controlling neurotransmitter rhythm. A person over age 40 has a 1 in 4
serotonin which helps control the urge chance of developing atrial fibrillation in
might come.
Breathe deeply. Oxygen is essential to eat.
his lifetime. Atrial fibrillation increases
Take time for yourself this the risk of stroke 5 times.
and it allows for the proper functioning
of the brain. In fact, the brain requires December. You'll be a happier person,
The final test is for osteoporosis.
more oxygen than any other organ. If it and so will everyone who lives with Both men and women lose bone as they
isn't getting enough, you may feel you!
age. You might want to know if you have
Health Care Ministry lost bone density so you can supplement
mentally sluggish, think negative
thoughts, or become depressed.
your calcium intake.
Source: Prevention, December 2008
Besides, 70% of the toxin in our bodies
If you are interested in any or all of
prevention.com these tests, call 1-800-324-1851 for more
is released through our breath!
information or to pre-register.
www.StThomasReidsville.org
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December’s Health Tip

Stephen Ministry

Congratulations Carol!!!
Photo courtesy of Tom Ham

A Stephen Minister can be there
for someone who's in the
midst of a life challenge
so they don't have to walk
through the valley alone.
The Christmas season is a wonderful
time of the year, filled with friends,
bright colors and pretty music.
Everyone seems happy.
Unfortunately, everyone is not.
Many people are alone, either
through divorce or the death of a spouse.
And there are those who have recently
lost their jobs and may have to tell their
children that Santa might have to pass
them by this year or even face the
prospect of losing their homes.
Maybe one of these people is you. It
helps to talk. A Stephen Minister can
help.
When you’re ready to talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to listen.

On Thursday, October 30, 2008 our
Sexton, Carol Pruitt was presented
with the Exemplary Partner
Volunteer Award by the Second
Harvest Food Bank of Northwest NC .
Carol was nominated by the Reidsville
Outreach Center. Carol has been
associated with the Outreach Center for
the past 5 years, after having been a
client herself. She wanted to be able to
‘pay back’ some of what the Center had
done for her.
Carlos Valencia has agreed to
She has acquired such a working
teach a Conversational Spanish class knowledge of the warehouse part of the
at St. Thomas if enough people are
interested.
If you would be interested in
attending this class, please contact Bill
Sutton (342-5684). The class would be
held on Tuesday or Thursday evenings.

Conversational Spanish

Center that all of the volunteers go to her
for help in finding items or where to put
them when they come in. She heads up
the grocery bagging operation at the
Center, as well as keeping the Center
clean and presentable. She is a major
asset for the Center, and well deserving
of this award. ‘Thanks Carol’.
The Photo shows Carol and Harriet
Rhodes who presented her with the
award.
Harriet is the Volunteer
Manager with the Second Harvest Food
Bank.

Gifts for Christmas Families

Stitches of Love
We will meet only
once in the month of
December – Tuesday
the 9th. Our meeting
will be at the home of
Parker Graham. Please join us in
celebrating this wonderful ministry.
Parker
6
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Again this year our Outreach
Committee has adopted three families
from Help, Inc. for Christmas. There
are still several gifts yet to be bought.
Cards for the gifts are in the office.
Please check with Jenny there or with
Vicki on Sunday December 7 so that
gifts can be brought in by the December
14 deadline.
The EYC will be wrapping the gifts
that evening and is in need of wrapping
paper, tape, shirt boxes, etc. Please see
the EYC story on page 10 for more info.

Bishop’s Visit, Confirmation, Baptism - Sunday November 23, 2008
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

Our Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Michael
B. Curry, visited on Sunday November
23, 2008. During the combined 10:00
a.m. service, Carol A. Johnson was
received, Bryan Clayton, Sr., Amanda
Stone, Geoffrey Haigler and Sydney
Melchert were confirmed, Kristen
Pugh was re-affirmed, and Raegan
Gayle Lamberth was baptized.
Following the service the ECW
provided a reception and the Bishop met
with our Vestry.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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How to be a Great Santa!
Soon Thanksgiving will have come
and gone and the Christmas season will
be upon us. Our hearts turn, once again,
to those less fortunate than us. What
we’ve done in years past is to ‘adopt’
families with children during the
Christmas season. We each buy a gift or
two for those who cannot afford them.
Others wrap them up, made ready to be
placed under a Christmas tree.
But there are others in our
community, the marginalized, mostly
adults with some degree of disability,
who live in the shadowy fringes of our
community. Their needs are often very
simple. Size and color and style and gift
wrapping are not as important as
functionality and purpose. Hand me
downs, unwanted and unused items, and
left overs are just fine. Marie Satterfield,
Activity Director for a local
organization said to just bring what you
have and they would find someone in
need.
Where are all these items? How do
you find them? If you’re like me, they’re
lurking in your closets or perhaps lying
dormant in the dark corners of your
garage or even in long forgotten dusty
boxes in the attic. Do something nice for
yourself and help your neighbor at the
same time. Clean out your closets. I
recently went into my closet and as I
looked carefully, I was shocked at how
many clothes I forgot I had and even
worse, how many I hadn’t worn for
years. Well, that’s OK, but what could I
to do with them? Jim? Hello. How about,
GIVE THEM AWAY!
Seriously, there are any number of
local organizations, agencies or even
some businesses who can help us find a
grateful new home for the things that
now just clutter our shelves and our
lives. One that I have been helping is the
Reidsville House Assisted Living, on
Branch Street. If you have any items you
wish to donate specifically to them,
please bring them to church on
December 21st, the same day as the
aluminum can collection and we’ll
handle it from there.
So there you have it. - Be a great
Santa. Clean out your closet.
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Christian Education
• We have begun one of our two fall
Children’s Outreach events. The first is
“Collect Aluminum Cans for Burned
Children” month. As many of you
know, the Reidsville Fire Department
has a large trailer behind the Scales St.
fire station, as a collection point for
aluminum cans. They sell the cans and
donate the proceeds for the benefit of
children recovering from serious burn
injuries. We recently distributed a total
of 52- 30 gallon trash bags (colorfully
wrapped I might add) for the
congregation to fill with empty
aluminum cans. Be bold and
imaginative. Ask a neighbor or friend
for their cans or maybe pick-up cans on
the side of the road and help clean up our
community. Thanks for helping our
children with this Outreach project.
Important announcement: We have
scheduled Sunday morning,
DECEMBER 21st as the date to return
your aluminum cans to the church. For
your convenience, we will have a large
flat bed truck in the church parking lot.
Simply bring your bag to the truck and
our personnel staff (OK, it’s lots of
children) will take it from there. We are
also offering a (relatively speaking)
large CASH award for the most cans
collected by a single family. The
decision of the judges (OK, it’s lots of
children) is final. This is really going to
be fun and for a good cause.
• Our second Outreach program
during December is our children’s fundraising drive we affectionately call
“Koins for Kids”. We will be passing

our baskets on December 7th, 14th, 21st
and 28th. We know dollar bills are hard
to come by, so we’re only asking for
your loose change. Please set aside the
coins you accumulate each day, bring
them to church on Sunday, “shake your
coin purse” and watch the kids come
running. For those without any change,
we will gratefully accept anything you
can give, including and especially hugs,
smiles and kind words of
encouragement. We plan to use your
donations to buy the materials necessary
to make more care packages for children
at the Reidsville Free Clinic. Alex
Melchert coordinated the program
during this year’s VBS. It was so
successful and inspiring that we want to
do it again. Kids helping kids sends two
important Gospel messages: ‘love
others’ and ‘you are loved’.
Important dates and news:
• November 30th is the first Sunday
in Advent. To celebrate, Sarah Cobb
will help us make our Advent wreaths
and teach the lesson. Please check out
our new flag! We loved the chicken, but
it’s Advent now. And Advent is the time
for Angels.
•We will be making our final
Christmas Pageant plans. Nothing
elaborate. Watch for announcements
about our plans.
Thanks for your support of our
program,
Sincerely,
Jim McCloskey
Sunday School Superintendent

A Note of Thanks
Richard and I would like to thank
everyone who expressed their concern
when I had my knee replacement
surgery in October. I received cards,
calls and prayers from many of you, and
wonderful meals prepared by loving
hands from the Pastoral Care
Committee and our choir. Don
Gwarek brought Communion and Rev.
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Vicki visited at the hospital and at home.
A special thanks to Carol Pruitt, who
has been doing double duty to keep the
church clean and I hope I can return
soon. Words can't express how much all
of this meant to us and we thank you for
your love!
Joanne and Richard Piazza

Thanksgiving Dinner 2008

Musical notes from

Photos courtesy of Jeanne Horsley

Ed
Come, Emmanuel
Every year I try anew to make sense
of Advent, and every year I feel I have
some grasp, but I am always
overwhelmed at the abundance of
images, references from hymns to
Scripture, and the sheer enormity of it
all. “Come, Emmanuel” looks for a
promised child, born out of wedlock.
“Come, Emmanuel” looks for a
triumphant King. “Come, Emmanuel”
looks for the man who is designated
Lamb of God. “Come, Emmanuel”
welcomes the Spirit of God into an open
heart.
It seems this year, with all that is
going on in our world, we have good
reason to learn humility. We have good
Many thanks to each and every one our Parish House. Leftovers were reason to look for answers beyond
who helped this year to make our annual delivered to the Reidsville Soup ourselves. We have good reason also to
Community Thanksgiving dinner once Kitchen to continue the ministry of look within to see what is there, and
again a tremendous success. 330 take- feeding the hungry. Please see Tom what is lacking. We are promised God's
out orders were delivered by volunteers Balsley’s “Thoughts on Stewardship” presence always, in all things; the word
and another 175 people were fed here in article on the next page for more details. Emmanuel means “God with us”. We
are promised help from God as we
commit to live soberly and responsibly,
reaching out to others with respect and
grace, turning our backs on arrogance
and greed.
We are promised more possibilities
than we can see, as we were reminded
Sunday. So we call to God, and we hear
the response:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall
come, has come, is come to thee....
Thank you for all you are to me.
Ed Spencer

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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ECW
Once again we would like to thank
all those who helped make our Fall
Bazaar and Luncheon such a success.
We raised $4400 through the luncheon,
bake sale, canned goods, craft items,
and raffle. These monies will enable us
to continue to support The Diocese
through pledges, Thompson Child and
Family Focus, Epiphany offering, and
Episcopal Relief and Development
Fund to name a few. Our Community
support includes The Soup Kitchen,
Help, Inc. Battered Woman’s Shelter,
Pharmacy Assistance Programs,
Reidsville Free Clinic, and Family Life
Center among others. We are also able
to support St. Thomas by offering a
Retreat each year, providing flowers
and receptions for special occasions,
helping to replace or repair choir and
acolyte robes, and donating to the
Rector’s Discretionary Fund. All in all,
this year’s Spring Flea and Fall
Luncheon will allow us to honor a
budget of $5390.00. THANK YOU!
The officers for 2009 are:
President: Parker Graham
Vice President: Susan Dalton
Secretary: Donna Van Ness
Treasurer: Melody Watt
Sec. of Christian Ed: Dot
Ferneyhough and Dot Trent
Sec. of Devotional Life: Laura Felts
Sec. Of Social Relations: Starr
McHugh and Freda Watt
UTO Chairman: Dale Fulton

Thoughts on Stewardship
As I write this article, we have yet to
serve our Community Thanksgiving
Dinner at St. Thomas. Even so, I have
been overwhelmed at the generosity this
occasion has generated. So many
people have called and offered their
services. The Carolina Café
generously offered to cook the
vegetables. The First Baptist Church
has allowed us to use their newly built
kitchen to cook the dressing and make
the gravy. People we have never met
before are volunteering to take meals to
the home-bound and serve. A volunteer
crew, headed by Bill Simpson and Jay
McCollum, who have helped us
prepare this meal for over 20 years, is on
hand to assist us. Reidsville Grocery
gave us a wholesale price on our
purchase list and threw in several items.
Equity Group donated 20 turkeys and
another donor paid for ten additional
ones. Other townspeople made very
meaningful monetary offerings. St.
Thomas' membership contributed by
cooking the turkeys and this is when
everyone is so busy with friends and

P.S. As I am finishing this article, I
got a call from Frank Verdi, Jr.
wanting to cook 15 additional turkeys
and bring them to church on Thursday
morning. Like in the gospel account of
“The Feeding of the Multitudes,” it's
amazing what we can do when we share
what we have with others.
Tom Balsley

EYC

“Fill The Tub” Outreach

December 7th - soup kitchen meet in
the church parking lot at 9:30

Please help us reach out to others in our
community by donating non-perishable
items for the Reidsville Outreach
Center. Items needed for December are:

December 14 - dinner & gift
wrapping meet in the parish hall at
6:00 end at 8:00.

December 28th - soup kitchen meet
Please join us on Sunday, January in the church parking lot at 9:30
11th for our first ECW General
Also, we are totally out of wrapping
meeting of 2009.
paper, tape, shirt boxes, etc. that we will
need to wrap the gifts for the families
that St. Thomas has adopted for
Christmas. If anyone has any extra at
home or would not mind picking up a
roll of paper or tape please do so. Any
donations toward wrapping can be left
The Men’s Club will meet at 6:30 in the youth room.
p.m. on Thursday December 4 in the
Thanks,
Parish House. Chefs for this month’s
Elisabeth
meeting will be Tom Balsley and Jim
McCloskey.

Men’s Club

10

family. In addition, there will be people
organizing the take-out meals,
preparing desserts, setting up the parish
hall, washing dishes, and doing
everything necessary to see that this day
is a success. The Day School even
pitched in to make table decorations. A
devotional I read not long ago said, “The
truest measure of a great society is how
the institutions of that society treat their
weakest members and those who lie
beyond its bounds.” I am proud of St.
Thomas for hosting this event and proud
of our town for taking such an active
part in feeding our neighbors.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Cereal
Rice (1lb bags)
Dried beans
Canned
vegetables
The tub is located
in the narthex of
the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!

Parish Register

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...
DATE
November 2
25th Sunday after Pentecost

SERVICE

ATTENDANCE

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

22
52

10:00 a.m.
November 9
th
26 Sunday after Pentecost - Annual Meeting

61

8:30 a.m.
November 16
th
27 Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

20
52

10:00 a.m.
November 23
Last Sunday after Pentecost - Bishop’s Visit
November 30
First Sunday of Advent

In order to keep your directory upto-date, please make a note of Don
Gwarek’s new email address:

ish
Par
r
iste
Re g

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

dgwarek@triad.rr.com

Episcopal Day School Preschool
Continued from page 5

making a trip to the Red Cross to deliver the food to them on
th
December 9 . We welcome any food donations from our St.
Thomas' friends for our project. Donations can be put in the
blue tub in our classroom.
We hope each and every one of you has a wonderful and
safe Christmas. Happy birthday, Jesus!
Ms. Jeanette, Ms. Stephanie, Ms. Edie

112

Pledge Report

15
48

October 2008

$ 11,624.11 $ 124,316.57

Total Revenue
Total Operations Expenses$

- $

Difference

Who’s Who

CHURCH STAFF:
• Rector

• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org
• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284
• Sextons
Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Christopher Wood (2008-2009)

WANTED!!!

12,986.89
1,362.78

$ 118,033.18
$

6,283.39

LAY WORKERS:

• Acolyte Coordinator
The Rev. Dr. Vicki L. Smith
349-3511, Ext. 102
Cell: 919-452-0543
rector@stthomasreidsville.org

Year To Date

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org

• ECW
Parker Graham 349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com
• Men’s Club

• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 932-2212
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Treasurer
Chuck Rhodes
349-3511, Ext. 208
chuck@reidsvilleofficecity.com

• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
hambones@netmcr.com

• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511
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Special Christmas Services
Wednesday December 24 ~ Christmas Eve
5:00 p.m. - Family & Children’s Service
10:30 p.m. - Special Music ~ Caroling
11:00 p.m. - Midnight Service - Holy Eucharist

Thursday December 25 ~ Christmas Day
10:00 a.m. - Christmas Day Service

Combined 10:00 Service
Sunday December 28 ~ Christmas I
10:00 a.m.
Family Service - Holy Eucharist
Lessons & Carols

