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Dear St. Thomas members,
I am so pleased to be your new rector and I can't wait to join with you in October.

Clark Turner
Search Committee Liaison
349-7972
candsturner@yahoo.com
Freda Watt
Parish Programs
342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net
Polly Yeago
Membership
643-7708
payeago@bellsouth.net
Open Vestry Meetings are
every third Monday at 6:30 p.m.

As you probably already know, I have
served a variety of different parishes during
my ministry. My initial impression is that St
Thomas is a strong and vital parish with a
commitment to serving Christ, and I look
forward to sharing my next phase of ministry
together with you.
I will join you first for worship on Oct 5,
and will be moving into the office during the
week before. Please stop by and say hello.
I'm looking forward to meeting you. I'll also
be getting to know you as we worship
together and in meetings, coffee hour, and
visits.
continued on page 2
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Our New Rector - Vicki
continued from page 1

Kevin and I, and our dog Siobhan (a
Gaelic name pronounced shi-vaun), are
grateful to be joining your community
of service to God. Siobhan and I are in
the accompanying picture, but Kevin
(who took the picture) is also looking
forward to meeting you and worshiping
at St. Thomas.
See you in October!
Yours in Christ,

Vicki

James (Jim) Mathieson
We welcome our supply priest, Jim,
who was raised in Hampton, VA. He
attended Lynchburg College where he
majored in political philosophy. He
worked as an industrial sales engineer.
Jim attended the University of the
South School of Theology and
graduated in 1966. He has ministered at:
St. Michaels, Bon Air, VA
Emanual, Chatham, VA
St. Andrews, Rocky Mount, NC (19
years)
The Epiphany, Danville, VA (12
years)
He is now retired.
Jim has been married to wife, Joan,
for 49 years. He has three sons and one
granddaughter. He will be with us
through the end of September.

Please pray for the
repose of the
soul of

A Stephen Minister can be there for someone who's in the
midst of a life challenge so they don't have to walk
through the valley alone.
I recently read a story about a
little boy who wanted to meet God.
Now he knew it was a long trip to
where God lived, so he packed his
suitcase with Twinkies and a sixpack of Root Beer and he started his
journey.
When he had gone about three
blocks, he met an elderly man. The
man was sitting in the park just
feeding some pigeons. The boy sat
down next to him and opened his
suitcase. He was about to take a
drink from his root beer when he
noticed that the man looked hungry,
so he offered him a Twinkie. The
man gratefully accepted it and
smiled at the boy. His smile was so
pleasant that the boy wanted to see it
again, so he offered him a root beer.
Again, the man smiled at him. The
boy was delighted! They sat there all
afternoon eating and smiling, but
they never said a word.
As it grew dark, the boy realized
how tired he was and he got up to
leave, but before he had gone more
than a few steps, he turned around,
ran back to the man, and gave him a
hug. The man gave him his biggest
smile ever.
When the boy opened the door to
his own house a short time later, his

Fairy Davis Strader
August 13, 2008
Sister-in-law of Sandra Strader
Please keep Sandra in your prayers.
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mother was surprised by the look of
joy on his face. She asked him,
"What did you do today that made
you so happy?
"He replied, "I had lunch with
God." But before his mother could
respond, he added, "You know what?
God's got the most beautiful smile
I've ever seen.”
Meanwhile, the elderly man, also
radiant with joy, returned to his
home. His son was stunned by the
look of peace on his face and he
asked," Dad, what did you do today
that made you so happy?”
He replied, "I ate Twinkies in the
park with God." However, before his
son responded, he added," You
know, he's much younger than I
expected.”
Too often we underestimate the
power of a touch, a smile, a kind
word, a listening ear, an honest
compliment, or the smallest act of
caring, all of which have the
potential to turn a life around. You
know that’s what Stephen Ministry is
all about.
If you are hurting, give us a call.
You’ll be glad you did.
When you’re ready to talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to listen.

Let’s be silly today
by Don Gwarek

The other day, a priest friend and I
were driving along the highway, and
a rabbit ran out in front of us. It was
squashed flat. The priest, who was
driving, was really upset. So we
stopped, and the priest got out and
stood over the flattened rabbit. He
took out a bottle of Holy water,
sprinkled some on the body and said
a blessing. Nothing happened. So I
ran back to the car, got something out
and rushed back. I poured it on the
dead rabbit, and it came back to life.
The bunny jumped up and ran back
into the woods. The priest said, "That
was a miracle! I used Holy Water and
nothing happened. What did you
pour on the rabbit?”
"Rogaine. Hare restorer," I
replied.
Yuk, yuk.
Isn’t it great to be silly
sometimes? To laugh? The ability to
laugh is a wonderful gift that God
has given us. Think about it, laughter
is therapeutic as well as contagious.
And there are so many ways to
laugh. Sometimes there is just a little
sound . . . kind of like a hiccup. It can
be a chuckle or a giggle, but the one I
love the best is when a person goes
snort snort and their eyes water.
And have you ever laughed so hard
that your sides hurt or you couldn’t
even catch your breath? Whatever
way you do it, to me, the sound of
laughter is beautiful. It’s something
we should do as often as we can.
Even the Bible says, “For everything
there is a season and a time to every
purpose under the heaven. There is a
time to weep and a time to laugh.”
Okay, so did you hear about the
three blondes who died and are at the
pearly gates of heaven? St. Peter tells
them that they can enter the gates if
they can answer one simple
question. St. Peter asks the first

blonde, "What is Easter?" The
blonde replies, "Oh, that's easy! It's
the holiday in November when
everyone gets together, eats turkey,
and are thankful..." "Wrong!,"
replies St. Peter, and proceeds to ask
the second blonde the same question,
"What is Easter?”
The second blonde replies,
"Easter is the holiday in December
when we put up a nice tree, exchange
presents, and celebrate the birth of
Jesus." St. Peter looks at the second
blonde, shakes his head in disgust,
tells her she's wrong, and then peers
over his glasses at the third blonde
and asks, "What is Easter?”
The third blonde smiles
confidently and looks St. Peter in the
eyes, "I know what Easter is." "Oh?"
says St. Peter, incredulously.
"Easter is the Christian holiday
that coincides with the Jewish
celebration of Passover. Jesus and
his disciples were eating at the last
supper and Jesus was later deceived
and turned over to the Romans by
one of his disciples. The Romans
took him to be crucified and he was
stabbed in the side, made to wear a
crown of thorns, and was hung on a
cross with nails through his hands.
He was buried in a nearby cave
which was sealed off by a large
boulder." St. Peter smiles broadly
with delight. The third blonde
continues, "Every year the boulder is
moved aside so that Jesus can come
out... and, if he sees his shadow, there
will be six more weeks of winter.”
Little kids know about St. Peter
too. For instance there was an
exasperated mother, whose son was
always getting into mischief. Finally
she asked him, “How do you expect
to get into Heaven?" The boy
thought it over and said, "Well, I'll
run in and out and in and out and

keep slamming the door until St.
Peter says, 'For Heaven's sake,
Dylan, come in or stay out!'”
Kids are wonderful but
sometimes they can be a handful.
Whenever your children are out of
control, you can take comfort from
the thought that even God's
omnipotence did not extend to His
own children. After creating heaven
and earth, God created Adam and
Eve. And the first thing he said was
"DON'T!”
"Don't what?" Adam replied.
"Don't eat the forbidden fruit."
God said.
"Forbidden fruit? We have
forbidden fruit? Hey Eve...we have
Forbidden fruit!!!!!”
"No way!”
"Yes way!”
"Do NOT eat the fruit!" said God.
"Why”
"Because I am your Father and I
said so!" God replied, wondering
why He hadn't stopped creation after
making the elephants. A few minutes
later, God saw His children having
an apple break and He was ticked!
"Didn't I tell you not to eat the
fruit?" God asked.
"Uh huh," Adam replied.
"Then why did you?" said the
Father.
"I don't know," said Eve.
"She started it!" Adam said.
"Did not!”
"Did too!”
"DID NOT!”
Having had it with the two of
them, God's punishment was that
Adam and Eve should have children
of their own. Thus the pattern was set
and it has never changed.
And last of all there’s the story of
the new minister in town who was
walking down the street when he saw
a little boy straining every muscle to
continued on page 8
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Vestry Highlights from Dot Reilly, Vestry Clerk
balloons. Many thanks also to Richard
Piazza, Tom & Martha Balsley, Kris
Dot Reilly led the devotional taken & Anne Rogers, Jan Wheless, Melody
Watt and Dot Trent for their assistance.
from Romans 12: 1-8
The residents of Reidsville House
The Vestry accepted the Treasurer's Assisted Living were invited to share a
Report for January 2008 through July picnic with the children at Courtland
2008 from our treasurer, Richard Park during the second session.
Piazza.
Junior Warden's Report
Tom Ham reported the Rectory has
Episcopal Day School Report
been vacated and the final renovations
Martha Balsley
The EDS Open House was Sunday, will be completed. (Replace smoke
August 24, 2PM-4PM. School starts alarm, begin painting the interior,
replace bathroom fixtures, install
September 2nd.
blinds, strip and wax floors, pressure
wash front, and repair the front door
Senior Warden's Report
A seminar titled “Traces of Our screen) A new kitchen floor has been
Trade: Church and Slavery in North donated and will be installed.
Ham notified Kirk's Landscaping to
Carolina” will be held on Saturday,
th
start
the rectory's lawn care on
September 6 in Hillsborough at St.
st
Matthew's Church from 9:30 - 4:30 PM. September 1 .
Also a Seminar/Workshop titled
Commission Reports
“Thinking Like A Leader” will be held
th
in Winston-Salem on October 4 for
Membership and Parish Life clergy, wardens and other leaders.
Registration deadline is September 20th. Freda Watt, Polly Yeago and Martha
Contact the church office for more Balsley
Lemonade on the Lawn continues in
information if you are interested.
Horsley met with The Rev. Dr. September. If you would like to host
dates are still
Vicki L. Smith. A Letter of Agreement this event the following
th
st
open:
Sept.
14
and
21
. Contact
to start her ministry at St. Thomas' on
Martha
Balsley
if
interested.
October 1st has been finalized and
The Membership Committee is
signed by both Jeanne and Vicki. A
working
on getting a current up to date
Hospitality Team will be appointed to
list
of
actual
members of St. Thomas'.
help with a smooth transition with our
Our
computer
software requires the
new rector and to help with the planning
th
of a reception for Vicki on October 5 dates of birth, baptism and confirmation
and the Bishop's reception and for each member.
Spirituality and Christian
celebration of a new ministry on
rd
Education - Don Gwarek
November 23 .
The first day of Sunday School is
The Vestry sincerely appreciates
th
Jim McCloskey for organizing this September 7 . Melody Watt,
year's Vacation Bible School, “God's Elizabeth Treadwell and Don Gwarek
Big Back Yard”. Ten children attended met and decided there would be two
each session. Naomi Bailey lead the adult education classes meeting
singing, David Gullickson and Sarah simultaneously each Sunday morning
th
Cobb taught Bible lessons, Joanne starting Sunday, September 7 . One
Piazza and Jeanne Horsley baked class will be biblical and the other
cookies in the kitchen, Don Gwarek contemporary.
Outreach - John Pugh
was in charge of storytelling, and Alex
An Outreach committee has been
Melchert led the Fire Department trip
and was the target for the water formed and comprised of the following
Meeting date: August 18, 2008
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m e m b e r s : To m B a l s l e y , D o t
Ferneyhough, Tom Ham, Larry
Johnson, Hazel Post, Chuck Rhodes
and John Pugh. The committee met
and discussed the current situation with
the Rockingham County Homeless
Shelter and how St. Thomas could help
provide direction and support. The
current location of the Homeless
Shelter, St. Mary's By-The-Highway,
is being sold by the Episcopal Diocese.
A new shelter location is needed. The
idea of having one shelter in the county
is not ideal due to the multiple cities and
communities being served and lack of
sufficient transportation. The idea of
creating a shelter adjacent to the
Reidsville Soup Kitchen was discussed.
Search Committee - Clark Turner
Clark Turner commended the
Search Committee for an excellent job
in selecting our new priest. The
members of the Search Committee
were Parker Graham, Bill Horsley,
Alex Melchert, Elizabeth Pugh,
Marian Safriet, Bill Sutton, Tom
Balsley, Freda Watt, and Clark
Turner. Turner suggested we have a
welcome reception and or party to honor
The Rev. Dr. Vicki L. Smith on
th
Sunday, October 5 .
Communications - Dot Reilly
St. Thomas' service information has
been included in the Reidsville Review
Rockingham County Churches page
published in the Friday edition.
New Business
Educational Opportunities:
· Adult Youth Leaders Retreat will be
th
th
September 5 - 7
· Greensboro Convocational Youth
Leaders will be September 24th.
Naming of the Vestry Nominating
Committee:
T h e t h r e e Ve s t r y m e m b e r s
completing their terms will serve: Jean
Horsley, Martha Balsley and Don
Gwarek. If you are interested in serving
on the vestry please contact a vestry
nominating committee member.

Episcopal Day School Preschool
Can you believe
summer is already
coming to an end and
fall begins this
month. Preschool at
Episcopal Day School
will begin on September 2. We are
looking forward to a great group of
children and a great year of fun and
learning.
We are happy that our
enrollment for the 3/4 preschool class
has increased from last year. At press
time we have 13 enrolled - only a couple
of openings are available. Our new
two-year-old class has 3 enrolled with
only 3 openings available. We'll
continue to take registrations for both
classes as long as space is available.
We want to welcome Stephanie
Wood to EDS as the teacher in the 2year-old class. Stephanie has already
been involved with EDS for two years
as a parent and one of those years as the
administrator of the EDS Board.

Stephanie was instrumental in getting
our long talked about 2 year old
program up and running. She is married
to Christopher and they are the parents
of Sophie who graduated from EDS
and has just begun kindergarten at
Monroeton Elementary, and Gabe who
is in his second year in our preschool
class.

bulletin board outside the small chapel.
Just fill it out and leave it in the Day
School mailbox in the church office.
Or, you can call Edie at 342-6223 and
she will do it for you. Leave your name,
phone number and the 12 digits on your
MVP card if you get the answering
machine.
Please remember that cards have to be
linked each year and now is the time to
TIME TO RENEW
do that!
It's that time of year to renew your
membership in the Food Lion Shop & BoxTops
Share program. This program allows
We still collect the General Mills
you to help our school receive support BoxTops. These pink rectangles are
from Food Lion. All you have to do is found on most General Mills products.
link your MVP card to our organization. We receive 10 cents for each BoxTop we
Food Lion will send us a donation for a send in. Just drop them in the box in the
percentage of all the sales of the cards preschool room or leave them in the Day
School mail box in the church office.
linked to EDS.
Yo u c a n l i n k b y g o i n g t o Thank you!
Ms. Jeanette,
FoodLion.com or by filling out the form
Ms. Edie
that will be in your order of service in
and Ms. Stephanie
September.
Additional forms are
available in the church office and on the

August’s Health Tip
Do you
ever stop at
the organic
fruits and
vegetables
and think
they cost too
much? They
certainly are
m o r e
expensive
than their
commerciall
y grown counterparts. Why do they cost
so much? Organic produce is grown
without any synthetic pesticides or
herbicides. These fruits and veggies are
not genetically modified or irradiated.
In the United States more than six
hundred active chemicals are registered
for agricultural use. The average
application of these pesticides is about
sixteen pounds per U.S. citizen per year.
The National Academy of Sciences

reports that 90% of these chemicals
have not be tested for the long-term
effect they might have on humans. The
FDA only tests about 1% of foods for
pesticide residue.
Organically grown produce has
more nutrients than commercially
grown vegetables and fruit. An analysis
of about a hundred studies found that the
average levels of nearly a dozen
nutrients are 25% higher in organic
fruits and veggies. Organically grown
foods provide 21.1% more iron, 27%
more vitamin C, 29.3% more
magnesium, and 13.6% more
phosphorus than their conventional
counterparts.
Maybe buying all organic foods is a
bit too expensive. However, think
about laying out the money for the
organic versions of the "dirty dozen."
Eating the twelve most contaminated
fruits and vegetables exposes you to
fourteen pesticides. The good news is
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pesticide retention can be reversed. An
EPA study measured pesticide levels in
children before and after a switch to
organics. In just five days, chemicals
decreased to undetectable levels.
So, what are the twelve most
chemically contaminated fruits and
vegetables? The top offenders are
peaches, apples, bell peppers, celery,
nectarines, strawberries, cherries, pears,
imported grapes, spinach, lettuce, and
potatoes.
If you don't think you can afford to
buy the organic versions of these all the
time, just buy the organic version of the
ones you eat the most. For example, if
you eat a salad every night at dinner,
switch to organic lettuce and spinach. If
you buy locally, ask the grower what he
uses on the fruit or vegetable you are
buying.
Starr McHugh
Health Care Ministry
Source: prevention.com
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Thank You!!!

Ode to Howard Backus
(Tune to “Old McDonald Had a Farm”; Lyrics by Dot Ferneyhough & Dot Reilly)

To the wonderful people of St.
Thomas. What a wonderful last day!
Sue Ann and I were overwhelmed with
the party at Clark and Susan Turner's
and the tremendous turn-out. Sunday
will always be a special memory from a
very special people. Thank you for the
reception, the humor, the love and the
love gifts.
Again I will say, "Go forth into the
world in peace; be of good courage;
hold fast to that which is good; never
return evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted, support the weak; aid the poor
and afflicted. Honor everyone. Love
and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit. May the
blessing of God: Father, Son and Holy
Spirit be with you and remain with you
forever. Amen.”
Howard and Sue Ann Backus
Oh! Howard Backus had a church
E I E I O

May God Bless you and wife Sue Ann
E I E I O

And in his flock he had 4 Dots
E I E I O

With a new parish there and new faces too
There'll be more Dots and Dotties to get
you thru

With a Dot Dot here and a Dottie Dottie
there
Here a Dot, there a Dottie
Everywhere a Dot, Dottie
Sympathy to Howard Backus
E I EI O
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

With a Dot Dot here and a Dottie Dottie
there
Here a Dot, there a Dottie
Everywhere a Dot, Dottie
Happiness to Howard Backus
E I E I O
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

As you depart we offer this basket
E I E I O
With a rum cake here, BBQ sauce there
Here's some wine, there's some jam and
pickles
Something here from all the Dots
E I E I O
With a Dot Dot here and a Dottie Dottie
there
Here a Dot, there a Dottie
Everywhere a Dot, Dottie
Happiness to Howard Backus
E I E I O
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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And in life's journey please don't forget
E I E I O
The Dot's at St. Thomas that you
connected
E I E I O
With a Dot Dot here and a Dottie Dottie
there
Here a Dot, there a Dottie
Everywhere a Dot, Dottie
Farewell to Howard and Sue Ann
E I E I O

Christian Education
Photos courtesy of Bob Cook, Tom Ham and Richard Piazza

This year's VBS was “God's Big
Back Yard” and the theme was service:
to our families, our friends, our
neighbors and our community. We met
on 2 consecutive Saturdays, July 26th
and August 2nd. We had 10 children for
each Saturday and we had a great time
learning about service children do.
Thanks to Melody Watt, and Anne
and Kris Rogers for decorating the
parish house to look like a big backyard.
I hope all of you got a chance to see it.
The day began with Jan Wheless
greeting everyone and registering each
child at a table we set up outside,
complete with balloons flying high in
the air.
Next, Naomi Bailey taught the
theme song called appropriately “God's
Big Back Yard”. It is a catchy tune
and if you visit St. Thomas's
website you can watch a short
video of this song.
Joanne Piazza and Jeanne
Horsley did a masterful job baking
cookies in the kitchen. The
children decorated them to take
home to their families. They were
so excited!
Sarah Cobb and David
Gullickson taught bible lessons on
the 1st Saturday and Bill Horsley
the 2nd.
Don Gwarek read a wonderful
book called “The House in the
Middle of Town”, a story about fixing
up a house for an old woman who wasn't
able to do it on her own. The whole town
passes by her house so often that her
house has become invisible and
forgotten.
I worked with the children in
learning the key bible memory verse,
Mark 12:29 thru 31. I divided the kids
into teams: one group called themselves
the Scooby Doo's, another the Panthers,
and the last the Angels. It was fun
watching them try to outdo each other.
Alex Melchert led our first VBS field
trip, a walking visit to the Reidsville
Fire Department, Fire Station 1, on S.
Scales St. On this simple little trip, we
learned once again that “things” happen

for a reason. God makes use of our
willingness to venture forth and
participate in His work in unknown
ways. As things turned out that day,
there was no one at the Fire Department
when we showed up. We finally figured
out they had responded to a 911 call. To
make the best of a bad situation, we had
time to walk around outside the
building. There was an older fire truck
out back and the kids played on that for a
while. Finally, we decided to return to
St. Thomas. Just as we got started, right
in front of us, was the Fire Department's
rather large trailer and a sign that said
“Aluminum Cans for Burned Children”.
Suddenly, I knew we were where we
were supposed to be. God had made
“time” for us to be a part of His plan for

our VBS! The kids climbed all over the
trailer and we ended with prayers for
burned children everywhere recovering
from their wounds. And, guess what? At
that very moment the fire trucks began
to show up and we got our visit after all!
While the second Saturday was
much like the first, there were 2 big
noteworthy events. First was a visit by
the Free Clinic of Reidsville & Vicinity
director, Leslie, who spoke about the
health care they provide for our
community. The children's service
project was to make 30 “care packages”
for the children of the Free Clinic.
The second, of course, was a picnic
and hayride for the residents of
Reidsville House Assisted Living, on
Branch St. About 5 or 6 rode the hayride
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truck to Courtland Park and all of the
children, of course. It's always special to
do something a little different. I believe
12 residents and 2 staff members
participated in the picnic, plus the 10
kids, plus Liz Felts, Martha Balsley, Dot
Trent, Joanne Piazza, Kris Rogers, Tom
Balsley, David Gullickson, Sarah Cobb,
Alex Melchert, myself and special
thanks to the 'grill master', Richard
Piazza. We had a big crowd and big fun.
And the children were so involved.
Someone, anyone would need a drink or
another cup of ice cream or another
hotdog or another anything and they
were lined up to serve! I was so pleased
to see the Gospel message of service to
others alive in such young hearts. By the
time we finally let the kids on the
playground equipment, a massive
thunderstorm headed our way. The
temperature dropped, the wind
blew and the trees swayed to and
fro. What a sight to see Tom
Balsley trying to run down about a
100 white napkins taken aloft in a
40-mile-per-hour gust of wind. We
hustled the children back to the
safety of the church, while the
others piled into the vans and
headed back to Branch St. This
picnic was a loving and memorable
experience we will all remember.
But it all came together and in the
joyful words of Liz, “We did it!”
Here's what’s coming up for
Christian Ed in the near future.
Our Sunday School program begins
on September 7th and we will be using
the “Living the Good News” program
again this year. Our kick-off, however,
will be on Saturday, Sept. 13th, the night
of the Shrimpfest. We've rented an
inflatable “moon walk”, the kind
children climb-in-and-jump-around-in
thingies. We are also providing an allyou-can eat popcorn concession stand,
in addition to the message of our Sunday
School program. See you there!
Sincerely,
Jim McCloskey
Sunday School Superintendent
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Thank You!!!

EYC

Photo courtesy of Elisabeth Pugh

Many thanks to Jim McCloskey and
all the voluteers who assisted with VBS.
Also a special Thank you to our
Nursery volunteers:
Anne Rogers, Chair
Anne Montaigne
Tammy Melchert
Scottie Reeder
Dale Fulton

Let’s be silly today

continued from page 3

reach the door-bell. He realized the
little guy would never make it,
although he admired the kid's
tenacity. So he walked up on the
porch to help.
"Here buddy, need some help?"
He lifted the tyke who rang the bell.
As he set the child down, the kid took
EYC is going to kick off with a pool party at my house following the 11:00
off running and called back over his service on September 7th.
shoulder, "Run mister! Here comes
Everyone needs to bring a swim suit and towel. We will return to the church
the lady!”
parking lot at 4:30.
Laugh often. It’s a special gift
There will be a second meeting in September, 6:00 p.m. on Sunday September
from God . . . just like the beautiful 21.
Elisabeth
smiles I see on your faces every
Sunday at St. Thomas.

Stitches of Love

Congratulations!!!

Reminder, we are
returning to our
regular schedule, the
nd
th
2 and 4 Tuesdays at
7:00 pm in the Pipkin
Parlor.
We still plan to work on Freda
Watt’s bedspread on the 9th and the 23rd
in the Vestry Room.
If anyone is interested in learning
how to knit (just the basics needed for
shawls, lap robes, scarves, blankies,
etc.) please contact Parker Graham or
Susan Dalton.
Parker
8

Congratulations to George & Meg
Zenters on the birth of their son,
George Cole Zenters III (“Cole”) on
July 18 and to the proud grandfather,
Bill Sutton.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Congratulations to Elizabeth &
Brad Vannoy on the birth of their son,
Charles Preston on Friday August 15
and to the proud grandparents, Bob Lee
& Freda Watt.

Traces of Our Trade: Church and Slavery in NC
You're invited to “Traces of Our Perry, and his wife Constance, who is
Trade: Church and Slavery in North African American, will engage us in
Carolina”
conversation around the issues and
images of the film. The Perrys are now
Saturday, September 6, 2008, 9:00 dedicating themselves to traveling with
a.m. registration, program 9:30-4:30, the film and facilitating discussions
St. Matthew's Church, Hillsborough
aimed at racial reconciliation. For these
efforts, the Perrys have recently
“Educating Christians for the received the Idealist Award from Social
work of reconciliation is an act of Capital, Inc. in Boston.
remembrance.” From The Church
Awakens: African Americans and the
Traces of the Trade serves as an
Struggle for Justice, an online exhibit of excellent model and catalyst for our
the Archives of the Episcopal Church
own efforts.
In the afternoon,
Historiographer Brooks Graebner will
Throughout our church, parishes and provide an overview of the relationship
dioceses are being called to acts of of church and race in North Carolina,
remembrance that serve as a necessary followed by a panel discussion of stories
prelude to deeper racial reconciliation. drawn from the racial history of both
Both the General Convention of 2006 white and black congregations. A
and our own Diocesan Convention of workshop led by historians and
2007 asked us to engage in work that researchers will provide tools and
would look honestly and extensively at strategies for parishes willing to do
our complicity in the institution of further exploration. Our time together
slavery as well as our involvement in the will conclude with a summation and
subsequent history of segregation and address from Bishop Michael Curry.
discrimination.
The event is open to all members of
To further this work here in our own the diocese, and is intended to be of
Diocese, the School of Ministry, the special interest to congregations
Anti-Racism Committee, and the founded during the slavery and Jim
Historiographer are sponsoring a one- Crow eras. The sponsors hope that it
day event on Saturday, September 6, will spark further research, study, and
2008, at St. Matthew's in Hillsborough. reflection about race and religion within
our own diocese.
The morning will be devoted to
viewing and discussing the awardAll congregations have been
winning documentary film Traces of the
provided registration forms. For
Trade: a Story from the Deep North, in further information, call 336-273-5770
which the film's maker, Katrina
or send an e-mail to
Browne, along with nine of her
shelley.kappauf@episdionc.org
relatives, retrace the Triangle Trade of
slaves, sugar, and rum from which her
family became prosperous. In the film,
the family members grapple with the
implications of their new knowledge as
they travel from their ancestral home in
Bristol, Rhode Island, to slave forts in
Ghana, to sites of sugar plantations in
Cuba, and back to Bristol.
Following the viewing, one of the
family participants in the film, Dain

Musical notes from

Ed
Falling into Place
This is the time of year when we
change from our summer schedules to
our fall schedules. For some of us, that
may not mean much, but for others, it is
like the difference between night and
day. For us at STEC, we are changing
from having an interim rector to having
a supply rector and eventually to having
a permanent rector again. We are going
through a process and each step takes us
closer to the ultimate goal.
Change is stressful. New beginnings
take a toll on our coping abilities. We
have to reach within to find the inner
strength to make the transitions and
build new routines. We have to find
what resources are there, still there, and
use those resources to place the blocks,
the stepping stones, for the next chapter
of our lives. It takes several steps for the
new path to become clear and
established.
We have heard that God is with us
each step of the way. We have heard the
stories about Jesus walking on water,
healing those who believed they could
be healed, modeling a walk of
faithfulness for his followers to
emulate. As we take those first few
courageous steps, we can sense God's
presence with us, helping the next few
steps to fall into place, helping us find
the strength for each new day, helping us
to reach out to others in love.
Celebrate as each day of your life
falls into place alongside and following
the others. Enjoy the sunshine and the
rain. Smell the flowers and take time to
speak kindly to someone. Thank God
for the gift of life.
Thank you for all you are to me.
Ed Spencer

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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ECW
Ladies, please don’t forget the
th
General Meeting on September 14
following the 11:00 o’clock service. A
light lunch will be provided. We will
need to finalize plans for the Fall
Luncheon, bazaar, and raffle to be held
on Friday. Oct. 24th. Don’t forget our
craft table. We would welcome any and
all items: needlepoint items, stained
glass, handmade children’s clothes, etc.
Please price any item you donate.
Please join us on Sunday, September
7th at the 11:00 o’clock service to honor
Marian Safriet who is moving to
Deerfield Episcopal Retirement
Community in Asheville, NC. A
reception will follow the service in the
Pipkin Parlor.

Men’s Club
The Men’s Club will meet on
Thursday September 4 at 6:30 p.m. in
the Parish House to finalize plans for
this year’s ShrimpFest. The chefs for the
meeting will be Richard Piazza and
Brian Clayton. Bill Sutton will talk
about his recent fishing trip to Alaska.
ShrimpFest 2008 will be on
Saturday September 13 from 5:00 - 7:30
p.m. Tickets are available from any
Men’s Club member.
The October 2 meeting will be a
“Bring-your-own” steak night.

“Fill The Tub” Outreach
Please help us reach out to others in our
community by donating non-perishable
items for the Reidsville Outreach
Center. Items needed for September are:

Boost
Cereal
Rice (1lb bags)
Canned fruit
Canned
vegetables
The tub is located
in the narthex of
the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!
10

Thoughts on Stewardship
Sunday, August 17 was a day of
mixed emotions for the members of St.
Thomas. We were sad to see Howard
Backus leave but glad that he is going to
be near his parents in Delaware. We
were very appreciative and grateful for
his time in Reidsville. For the past
fifteen months we heard a message of
God's love. We were told over and over
again that we are God's beloved and no
matter what we do, that will never
change. We learned that the Episcopal
Church is one of inclusion and a house
of worship that welcomes all people. In
fact, God is a God of inclusion. He is a
God for all the people in the world not
just Christians (or Episcopalians). In
addition, once we ask for forgiveness,
we are actually forgiven. And we do not
need to bring that subject up with God
again.

We are thankful for Howard's humor,
love for others, and his love of being a
priest. He even repeated many times that
St. Thomas was “good” - a gem really and we felt this came from his heart. His
kindness, attentiveness, and
selflessness were so noticeable while at
our parish. At his final service, he kept
his remarks light and focused the
moment on the congregation. His final
exhortation was for us to “Hold fast to
what is good, be constant in prayer, feed
the hungry, help the poor, and above all,
love one another.” Howard, we wish
you and Sue Ann our best for the
journey you are now about to take. We
are not saying “goodbye” but farewell
until we meet again.
Tom Balsley

“Thinking Like a Leader”

Lost & Found

Discover a Future of Possibilities

Several items have been turned in to
the church as "found".
Brown winter gloves
Sunglasses
Prepaid Alltel wireless card
Several buttons
Christmas tree lapel pin
Pearl earring
Mom's Devotional Bible (NIV)
Please call the church office (3493511) to claim these items. If these are
not claimed in the next 30 days they will
be given to charity.
Thank you!

Thinking Like a Leader: Real
Leadership
Seminar / Workshop
Winston-Salem - Oct. 4, 2008
Who Should Attend
Rectors / Vicars / Wardens / Current &
Future Leaders
Learning Objectives
Explore successful leadership practices
that work in today’s faith communities
Unique Features
Core leadership foundation
Multimedia presentation
Interactive participation
Workshop Focus
Understand the power of vision
Develop a servant leadership community

Use teams to accomplish mission
Contact
Bill Wrenn by September 20
919-834-7474 or 800-448-8775
bill.wrenn@episdionc.org

EDS Mum Sale
Episcopal Day School’s annual mum
sale is underway. We are selling the
same beautiful eight (8) inch mums that
we have sold the past several years.
Profits will go toward supplies for the
school. Colors: Bronze (Gold), Yellow,
White, Red, Purple. $4 each or three (3)
mums for $10.00 Orders are due by
Sept. 18th.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Parish Register

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...

Please make a note of the following changes to keep
your directory up-to-date:

DATE

ish
Par
r
iste
Re g

SERVICE

ATTENDANCE

8:30 a.m.
July 27
th
11:00
a.m.
11 Sunday after Pentecost

17
47

8:30 a.m.
August 3
th
10:00
a.m.
12 Sunday after Pentecost

14
55

8:30 a.m.
August 10
th
11:00
a.m.
13 Sunday after Pentecost

18
54

August 17
14th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

97

8:30 a.m.
August 24
11:00 a.m.
th
15 Sunday after Pentecost

15
29

Howard Backus
New email address:
Revbackus@gmail.com

Dot Reilly
New phone number: 342-2433

Lape Smith
New email address: lapep@att.net

Pledge Report
Total Revenue

July 2008

Year To Date

$ 11,644.61

$ 83,007.85

17,183.24

$ 84,142.50

Total Operations Expenses$
-$

Difference

Who’s Who

CHURCH STAFF:
• Rector

LAY WORKERS:

• Acolyte Coordinator
349-3511, Ext. 102
rector@stthomasreidsville.org

• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org

5,538.63 - $ 1,134.65

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046

• ECW
Parker Graham 349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com
• Men’s Club
Kris Rogers 342-0284
krisrogers@bellsouth.net
Bill Sutton 342-5684

• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org

• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Treasurer
Richard Piazza
349-3511, Ext. 208
rjpiazza@bellsouth.net

• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284

• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Sextons

• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
hambones@netmcr.com

• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Christopher Wood (2008-2009)

WANTED!!!

• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511
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