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Interim Rector’s Report for August 2008

T

his will be my last article for
the St. Thomas Tidings, but it
will not be the last article of a
St. Thomas Rector. I will be
writing new articles for a new parish
newsletter, new to me, but I will not be
the first to write for them, nor will I
be the last.

me, so I will be following someone else.
There will be awkwardness for all of us, but
plenty of opportunities for celebration. Just
as our country is not best served by lifelong, vested politicians, neither is the
Church of Jesus Christ. God moves us
around for God’s greater good and
the Church’s continued life-giving
mission.

On Sunday, August 17, 2008
we will say “good-bye”, and
“God be with you”. We will
say “so long” and “Shalom”.
The Vestry and I are poised
to move forward. While your
Search Committee and Vestry
move closer to finding your new
Rector, I will begin a move to
Laurel, Delaware, (17 miles from
my mother and father), to become their
new Rector. Just as someone will follow

St. Thomas has been lifegiving to me. The priest who
follows me will quickly
discover this truth through
you.
I look forward to a
celebration party on Saturday,
August 16, and a Sunday
reception of gratitude and closure.
God has blessed us. May we bless the
Lord.
HGB+

Goodbye, Howard . . .
There’s a line from the musical, Annie,
that sums up our feelings: “How lucky we
are to have something that makes saying
goodbye so hard!” We’ve learned a lot
about ourselves in the last seventeen
months, thanks to Howard’s message that
God loves us all, always, no matter what.
We will miss Howard, and we hope he will
miss us. Howard, we wish you Godspeed as
you continue your journey, and
Until we meet again –
May the kindness of God precede you.
May the wisdom of God be with you.
May the light of God follow you.
Thank you, Howard.
Jeanne
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Search Committee Update
Prayer for the Search Committee
Almighty God, giver of
every good gift: Look
graciously on your Church,
and so guide the minds of
those who shall choose a
rector for this parish, that we
may receive a faithful pastor,
who will care for your people
and equip us for our
ministries; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Since July 20, the Search Committee
has been hard at work conducting
interviews with various candidates who
applied directly to St. Thomas to fill the
vacancy of our beloved Interim Priest
Father Howard. The candidates were
screened by Canon Hunn before the
interviews began. We have talked to
many qualified candidates and now the
real work is to determine who most
clearly will fit the needs of our
congregation. Please continue to pray
for the Search Committee as we begin to

narrow the field of qualified candidates
to one who will lead us into a continued
successful ministry of St. Thomas' and
the community of Reidsville and its
environs.
Clark Turner, Co-Chair Search
Committee
Parker Graham, Co-Chair Search
Committee

2nd Annual Prayer Walking
The Search Committee:
Clark Turner, Chair
Parker Graham, Co-Chair
Bill Horsley
Alex Melchert
Elizabeth Pugh
Freda Watt
Bill Sutton
Tom Balsley
Marian Safriet
Please keep them in your prayers.

ARE YOU STUCK AT
HOME IN AUGUST?
GAS TOO EXPENSIVE
TO TRAVEL?
Come to St. Thomas and participate
in Fall Planning Workshops
OPEN TO ALL
Sunday, August 3rd—
9:30 a.m. in the Vestry RoomEYC/Youth
4:00 p.m. in the Rector’s OfficeMembership
4:00 p.m. in the Vestry RoomStewardship
Sunday, August 10th–
9:30 a.m. in the Vestry RoomOutreach
9:30 a.m. in the Rector’s OfficeAdult Christian Education
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The second annual Prayer Walking
at Rockingham County Schools is
planned for Saturday August 23 from
9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. The event is
sponsored by the Ministerial Alliance of
Reidsville and Vicinity.
If you would like to participate, go to
the school of your choice; a leader will
be there to guide you.

A Stephen Minister can be there for someone who's in the
midst of a life challenge so they don't have to walk
through the valley alone.
Maybe life has dealt you a hard blow recently and you’re
thinking why is God punishing me? You know that He isn’t of
course but you may still be angry, hurting physically or
depressed. Maybe you’re alone or maybe it’s hard to talk to
your spouse or loved one about your troubles. A Stephen
minister can help.
Give us a call. When you’re ready to talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to listen.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

A Special Calling
by Don Gwarek
Let’s pretend we can travel back in
time to the year 1845. Now let’s imagine
that we are walking into the Church of
the Holy Communion, a small
Episcopal church in a working class
neighborhood of New York City.
Tonight we will hear a speech by the
Reverend Doctor William Augustus
Muhlenberg who will talk about the
blessedness of giving ones self
undividedly to God’s service. Let’s
open the wooden door of the Gothic
style building and find a seat in one of
the empty pews.
One of the people attending tonight’s
talk is a twenty-nine year old woman
named Anne Ayres. Anne emigrated to
the United States from England nine
years ago and has been working as a
governess for some of the more wealthy
families of New York. But tonight will
be a turning point in her life because she
has received a special calling from God
and she listens attentively as the words
Doctor Muhlenberg intones helps
describe the path she would follow for
the rest of her days. She would devote
her life to Christ. Not as a priest or
deacon but in a special way. She would
be a Nun. At the time there were no
Episcopal Nuns in the United States or
England. But that didn’t deter Anne,
because seven years later, in 1852, Anne
founded the first Episcopal religious
order for women in the United States.
Anne gathered other women to act as
teachers at a parish school and as charity
workers and the Sisterhood of the Holy
Communion was formed. Soon
afterwards the Order opened an
infirmary and a charitable refuge on
Long Island. But then sometime later,
several of the Nuns left the order hoping
to found something more organized and
formal. The result was the beginning of
the order of St. Mary.
Anne followed Dr. Muhlenberg,
continuing her work alone, working
more as a deaconess than a nun.
The order that Anne Ayres founded is
now defunct but the Episcopal church
now recognizes 16 traditional orders
and 11 Christian communities for men,

women or both.
A Christian community is one in
which religious persons voluntarily
commit themselves for a term of years,
or life, to living with a certain group and
obeying their rules and constitution. The
residents of the community can be either
lay persons or clergy. Some
communities consist of only men or
only women but in others the members
can be both. To become a member of a
religious community a canidate must
first undergo a six to twelve month
discernment process before completing
their application. If accepted, she will
experience four years of living and
learning as a member of the community
family.
A religious order in the Episcopal
Church is one that is in Communion
with the See of Canterbury and its
members voluntarily commit
themselves either for a term of years or
life. They also must put their
possessions in a common trust and lead
a celibate life. After discernment, an
applicant to a religious order will
undergo training that will last anywhere
from five to seven years first as a
postulant, then as novice and junior
sister. Finally, after serving the
community as a junior sister for a time,
if they wish, they may take their life
vows of poverty, chastity, and
obedience.
In some orders the nuns wear
traditional habits of various types but
there are some orders in which the nuns
wear regular clothing. The duties of the
nuns vary as well. Some orders and
religious communities are monastic in
nature where the nun’s day consists
primarily of prayer, attending services
and contemplation. They do, however,
tend to the daily needs of their
community such as tending goats or the
garden and housework. They also offer
retreats to the general public.
Other orders offer their service to the
community by doing teaching in parish
schools, working in hospitals, nursing
homes and hospice and many different
types of charity work.
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The women entering Episcopal
Convents or religious communities are
older than women who chose religious
Orders forty or more years ago. Today’s
applicants have more life experiences.
They have had careers. Some have been
married, had children and
grandchildren. They have had cars, took
trips, ate out, enjoyed life. Why would
they want to give this up for a monastic
lifestyle where meals are eaten in
silence and after dinner you return to
your room where again you are silent
until waking at 6:30 the next morning?
Indeed most of a nun’s day is spent in
silence, either in prayer or in
contemplation.
Many people would consider this a
hard life. One of the questions asked of
Episcopal Nuns is why did you choose
this vocation now that women can be
ordained in the priesthood, and still get
married, have children, and personal
wealth. The answer is they have chosen
celibacy and self dedication to God in
place of marriage.
To those women accepting this
special calling, losing these personal
freedoms is not a bad thing for they feel
that they are simplifying their lives to
attain a closer relationship to God. It
gives them a feeling of spiritual
freedom.
Is their way of life more holy than the
life we lead? No, of course not.
God calls us all by name to continue
His work with whatever talents we have
just as he has called these women. There
are many ways to honor Him. I think
that the folks of St. Thomas are doing
just that.
In fact, I bet if God is thinking about
the men and women of St. Thomas right
now, he is smiling.
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Vestry Highlights from Dot Reilly, Vestry Clerk
Meeting date: July 21, 2008

Episcopal Day School Report Martha Balsley

Polly Yeago led the devotional taken
st
from 1 Kings 3: 5-12

EDS Open House will be Sunday,
August 24, 2PM - 4PM. School starts
nd
The Vestry accepted the Treasurer's September 2 . The Kid's Morning Out
Report for January 2008 through June 8-week summer session was very
2008 from our treasurer, Richard successful. Fourteen children were
Piazza. He also noted that members enrolled in the 3 / 4-year old class and
could have their monthly pledge set up five in the 2-year old class.
as a draft. All weekly cash donations
are designated as outreach to the Senior Warden's Report
following:
Jeanne Horsley has scheduled
workshops in August with the following
1st Sunday Habitat for Humanity
nd
Vestry Commissions. Members of the
2 Sunday Soup Kitchen
rd
congregation are encouraged to attend
3 Sunday Special Music Fund
th
ones of interest.
4 Sunday Rector's Discretionary
Fund
rd
· EYC Sunday, August 3 at 9:30
5th Sunday - Outreach
AM in the Vestry Room
rd
The Vestry received from the Episcopal · Stewardship Sunday, August 3 at
Diocese of NC St. Thomas' Fair Share 4:00 PM in the Vestry Room
commitment toward the 2009 budget for · Adult Christian Education Sunday,
the mission and ministry of the Diocese. August 10th at 9:30 AM in the
The Vestry unanimously voted to send Rector's Office
the Diocese our full asking of $17,349.
· Outreach Sunday, August 10th at
9:30 AM in the Vestry Room
Interim Rector's Report
Horsley contacted The Rev. Jim
Howard Backus will be leaving St. Mathieson, a retired priest from
Thomas' on Sunday, August 17th. He Danville, Virginia, to be our supply
stated in his report, “It has been one of priest until St. Thomas' hires a new
the best years of my ministry. The rector. He will conduct both services on
warmth and acceptance of the parish Sundays and will be available for
and the support of parish leaders has emergencies.
been very rewarding.” Howard will be
starting a new ministry in Laurel, A second painting as been donated by
st
Delaware on September 1 .
Lionel Cooke titled “Bright Sweater in
Sleet” by Maude Gatewood. The Vestry
Howard received a request from the unanimously passed a motion to receive
Special Olympics of NC. The Vestry this gift and to display it in the Pipkin
unanimously passed a motion to Parlor.
contribute $250 to the NC Special
Olympics “Share the Feeling” Junior Warden's Report
sponsorship in honor of all families of
St. Thomas' who are and have Tom Ham reported the Rectory
participated throughout the years in the renovations will be completed by the
Special Olympics.
middle of September.
The lawn
mowing contract for the coming year
was awarded to Kirk's Landscaping.

Commission Reports
Membership and Parish Life - Polly
Yeago and Martha Balsley
Lemonade on the Lawn continues in
August and September. If you would
like to host this event the following
dates are still open: July 27th, Aug. 10th
and 31st, and Sept. 7th and 21st.
An adult covered dish Going-Away
Party will be held on Saturday, August
16th at 7 p.m. at the home of Clark and
Susan Turner. On Sunday, August 17th
there will be a combined service at 11
a.m. with a reception immediately
following honoring The Rev. Howard
and Sue Ann Backus.
th

On Sunday, July 6 the Parish Life
Commission hosted a Youth Mission
Trip send-off with a hot dog lunch.
Thanks to Stephanie and Butch Trent
who donated the hot dogs and buns and
to all who helped in the kitchen. The
Youth Mission Trip had a great start and
a successful week in Charleston.
Outreach - John Pugh
An Outreach committee has been
formed and comprised of the following
m e m b e r s : To m B a l s l e y , D o t
Ferneyhough, Tom Ham, Larry
Johnson, Hazel Post, Chuck Rhodes
and John Pugh. There will be a
th
meeting on Sunday, August 10 to
complete the evaluation of existing
Outreach programs and will discuss
potential new programs.
The
committee will look into the possibility
of St. Thomas becoming involved with
the homeless shelter that is now located
in the building once owned by St.
Mary's By-The-Highway.
Search Committee - Clark Turner
reported on the progress of the Search
Committee and will soon have a name
to present to the Vestry.
Christian Education - Don Gwarek
Several people have volunteered to
help with Christian Education.
continued on page 8
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Episcopal Day School Preschool
It's hard to believe
that we're heading
into August with this
issue of “Tidings”.
The summer is flying
by and, we're busy
making plans for the 2008-2009 school
year. Open House will be held on
August 24 from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. The
nd
first day of school is September 2 . We
are pleased to announce that registration
has gone well and as of this publication
deadline we expect 11 in the three/four
year old class and 5 in the two year old
class. That leaves only a few spaces left
to fill the classes. Registration forms
are still available from the teachers or in
the church office.

Our summer program, Kids
Morning Out, was very successful with
an enrollment of fourteen in the 3/4
class and five in the 2 year old class. We
met each Wednesday and Thursday
morning during June and July. We
played games, sang songs, did arts and
crafts, had snacks, read books and
played on the playground. The kids
seemed to enjoy it and we hope this
program will be a good way to get St.
Thomas' name out in the community. It
was great having a nice large group of
children to participate. Several of those
attending KMO registered (or plan to
register) their child for our preschool
program in the fall. We are excited about
that and look forward to having them in
our class!

Thank you to the Vestry for
supporting EDS with this new summer
venture. Also, thank you to Tom Ham
for making sure we had air conditioning
each week and to Carol Pruitt for
always doing a great job cleaning in the
Parish House.
We want to thank Father Howard
Backus for his support during his tenure
at St. Thomas'. We appreciate your work
with the EDS children. The kids loved
the weekly chapel services with “Father
Howard”. We will miss you and wish
you the best in Delaware!
Ms. Jeanette,
Ms. Edie
and Ms. Stephanie

August’s Health Tip
P e t e
McHugh's
acolyte days
ended in
1991, and
some of you
haven't seen
him since
then.He
lives in
Memphis
now. The
Greensboro
News and Record ran an article recently
that stated that Tennessee's population is
the third most obese in the nation. Pete
is an endocrinologist, so he works with
many overweight patients in that state.
His clinic has a nutritionist who tries to
educate patients in making healthy food
choices. People often have difficulty
doing this-- especially when it comes to
restaurants.
Pete sent me an article on the web
about the twenty worst food items to
order when eating out. I found it
interesting and somewhat amazing. I
thought you might also.

20. Worst fast food chicken meal:
McDonald's chicken selects meal (5
pieces) with ranch dressing-- 830
calories 55 grams fat(4.5 trans fats) 48
grams carbohydrates
19. Worst drink: Jamba Juice's
chocolate moo'd power smoothie-- 900
calories 10 grams fat 183 grams
carbohydrates
18. Worst supermarket meal:
Pepperidge Farm roasted chicken pot
pie-- 1020 calories 64 grams fat 86
grams carbohydrates
17. Worst "healthy" burger: Ruby
Tuesday's bella turkey burger-- 1145
calories 71 grams fat 56 grams
carbohydrates
16.Worst Mexican entree:
Chipotle's Mexican grilled chicken
burrito-- 1179 calories 7 grams fat 125
grams carbohydrates 2656 mg. sodium
15. Worst kids meal: Macaroni
Grill's double macaroni'n'cheese-- 1210
calories 62 grams fat 3450 mg. sodium
14. Worst sandwich: Quizno's
classic Italian-- 1370 calories 86 grams
fat 4490 mg sodium
13. Worst salad: On the Border's

grande taco salad with taco beef-- 1450
calories 102 grams fat 78 carbohydrates
2410 mg. sodium
12. Worst burger: Carl's junior
double six dollar burger-- 1520 calories
111 grams fat
1 1 . Wo r s t s t e a k : L o n e s t a r
Steakhouse's 20 oz. t-bone-- 1540
calories 124 grams fat
10. Worst breakfast: Bob Evan's
caramel banana pecan cream stacked
and stuffed hotcakes-- 1540 calories 77
grams fat (9 trans fats) 198 grams
carbohydrates 109 grams sugar
9. Worst dessert: Chili's chocolate
chip paradise pie with vanilla ice cream- 1600 calories 78 grams fat 215 grams
carbohydrates
8. Worst Chinese entree: P.F. Chang's
Pork Lo Mein-- 1820 calories 127
grams fat 95 grams carbohydrates
7. Worst chicken entree-- Chili's
honey chipolte crispers with chipolte
sauce-- 2040 calories 99 grams fat 240
carbohydrates
6. Worst fish entree: On the Border's
DosXX fish tacos with rice and beans-2100 calories 130 grams fat 169
continued on page 6
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Thank You!!!
Dear people of St. Thomas,
I would like to take this opportunity
to thank everyone at St. Thomas for the
MANY Blessings that I have received
from this wonderful parish. During my
recent illness, I have received a lap
blanket, which I love. What a wonderful
gift and ministry that the ladies have
doing this! It was the PERFECT gift for
me. Thank you ladies, and thank Father
Howard for bringing it to me while I
was in the hospital. I would like to give a
special thanks to Don Gwarek, who
visited me in the hospital and he has also
visited me at my home and brought the
Eucharist and shared it with me. A
special thank you to Tom Balsley for his
visit. I can not truly put into words a
THANK YOU that is big enough or
proper, for the wonderful people at St.
Thomas. Thank everyone so much for
the calls, visits, prayers, and everything
that this wonderful church family has
done for me. I am so Blessed. St.
Thomas is truly a wonderful church,
with wonderful, caring people, who
have extended so much love and
kindness to me. I feel at home here at St.
Thomas and pray that I will be around
for a long time to share in all of the
wonderful things that this church family
does. Thank ALL of you again so very
much.

Congratulations Richard!!!
Photo courtesy of Paula Pergerson, Reidsville Senior Center

The Reidsville Senior Center
annually selects a "Senior Citizen of
the Year". This is someone who's been
active at the Center, both as a participant
and volunteer. They are also active in
the community. Nominations always
include well-qualified people and as
you might guess, the choice is always a
difficult one.
Richard started helping us out when
AARP starting using our facility for
their tax preparation assistance. He
spends a lot of hours volunteering with
the program each year from January to
April. He both counsels clients and
serves as IT guy for the computers they
use for e-filing.
Since then, his participation and
volunteering at the Center has
snowballed. He is a member of both our
bocce and bowling leagues and
participates in Senior Games. He also
volunteers to cook each year at the
cookout we host during the shuffleboard
tournament. If we need something done,
Richard can be counted on.

is off to Charleston with the youth to
work on some homes soon?
We truly appreciate all he does both
here and in the community at large.
Paula Pergerson
Reidsville Senior Center
201 N. Washington Ave.
Reidsville, NC 27320

We know he's very active in the
community especially through your
church. We hear about his activities with
PS Incidentally, Richard is our first
you. I believe he told me the latest is he male "Senior Citizen of the Year".

August’s Health Tip (continued from page 5)

Here is my address, phone number
and email address. I hope to get to know
all of the people at St. Thomas in the carbohydrates 4750 mg. sodium
near future.
5. Wort pizza: Uno Chicago Grill's
Chicago classic deep dish pizza-- 2310
God Bless each of you and God calories 162 grams fat 123 grams
Bless St. Thomas!
carbohydrates 4470 mg. sodium
4. Worst pasta: Macaroni Grill's
M a n y t h a n k s a n d m a n y spaghetti and meatballs with meat
BLESSINGS!
sauce-- 2430 calories 128 grams fat
207grams carbohydrates 5290 mg
David Gullickson sodium
382 Periwinkle Road
3. Worst nachos: On the Border
Eden, N.C. 27288 stacked border nachos-- 2710 calories
336-623-3313 166 grams fat 191 grams carbohydrates
dgull2008@yahoo.com 5280 mg sodium
2. Worst starter: Chili's awesome
blossom-- 2710 calories 203 grams fat

194 grams carbohydrates 6360 mg.
sodium
1. Worst restaurant food in AmericaOutback Steakhouse's Aussie fries with
ranch dressing (Remember: this is just a
side order.) 2900 calories 182 grams
fat 240 grams carbohydrates
The eateries above are all chains, and
the calorie counts of food in local
restaurants aren't often available.
However, I guess we can all be mindful
of what we order when we're at the
mercy of cooks and chefs.
Starr McHugh
Health Care Ministry
Source: menshealth.com
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Youth Mission Trip - Summerville, SC
Photos courtesy of Bob Cook, Tom Ham and Richard Piazza
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Vacation Bible School - “God’ Big Back Yard”

Parish Life News

Photos courtesy of Jim McCloskey

On Saturday night, Aug. 16, there
will be a covered dish dinner for adults
to honor Howard for his time with us as
our priest. The dinner will be at the
home of Clark and Susan Turner on
705 S. Main St. at 7:00 p.m. Please
come and share a story or two about our
time with Howard.
On Sunday, Aug. 17, there will be a
reception after church for Howard. Plan
on staying after church for light
refreshments and more fun and maybe a
few tears as we bid farewell to Howard.
Martha Balsley

Recycling Reminder
Remember: old cell phones, ink jet
and laser cartridges which keep our
environment cleaner and bring some
funds to our youth.
Boxes for
recycling can be
found in the
narthex of the
church, the parish
hall, and the choir
room.

Stitches of Love

Vestry Highlights (continued from page 4)

We will meet on
Tuesday, August 19th
at the home of
Joanne Piazza - 135
Lucy Lane. We will
return to our regular schedule in
September. September 9th we will meet
in the Vestry Room to continue sewing
together a crocheted bedspread which
when finished will be made of at least
350 octagonal sections that Freda Watt
began at least 30 years ago and Susan
Dalton is helping to finish. If we can
finish putting it together, it will be
auctioned at the ECW Fall Bazaar and
Luncheon, so please come and help sew
- no knitting or crocheting involved! Put
September 9th, 7:00 PM on your
calendars.
Parker
8

Vacation Bible School was held on
Saturday, July 26th and Saturday
August 2nd using a program called
“God's Big Back Yard”. It was
exciting and fun and had a significant
impact on the lives of both the children
and adults who need a helping hand
New Business
Educational Opportunities:
· Ben Neal will attend the Church
Windows Regional Training.
rd
· The 3 . Annual Christian Education
Retreat will be held August 16th - 17th
· Adult Youth Leaders Retreat will be
th
th
September 5 - 7
· Greensboro Convocational Youth

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Leaders will be September 24th.
Naming of Convention Delegation
Alternates:
Bob Lee Watt and Bill Sutton will
attend. Freda Watt and Polly Yeago
agreed to be the alternate delegates.
Naming of the Vestry Nominating
Committee:
The three Vestry members completing
their terms will serve: Jeanne Horsley,
Martha Balsley and Don Gwarek

Habitat for Humanity

Musical notes from

Photos courtesy of Bill Sutton

Ed
Here I Am, Lord
During summer months, we in the choir
like to sing some of the anthems we already
know well, instead of working up a lot of
new ones. With people in and out,
sometimes gone on Wednesday and here on
Sunday, or vice versa, it's easier if the
traveler can come in and sing something we
have rehearsed together before. This
practice is really what makes it possible for
us to sing confidently week after week all
summer long. It took me awhile to learn that
little bit of logic, but I get the idea now. A
necessary part of the procedure is for me to
look through our music and see what
anthems are going to be available. Then we
take a look-see at them, a few at a time, and
see which ones will work best for which
Sundays. And one of them was “Here I Am,
Lord.”
When we learned of Howard's
approaching departure, the choir wanted to
sing something special for his last Sunday
with us, so back I went into the choir library,
pulling out a couple dozen more anthems for
us to look at. Guess which one emerged?
“Here I Am, Lord.”
The song is a call from God. Howard
has been telling us every week about our call
from God to reach out to others, to love
them, to make a difference. We have been
loved. Not to love others means that we
become stagnant and selfish. So God calls
us anew every day, through the words to
songs, through sermons, through the Bible,
through other people. God wants to forgive,
to heal, to feed, and he asks us to be the ones
to take his love to others. That is what we
are about. That is what Howard will be
about in his next place of service, as he has
brought God's word to us again and again.
Thank you, Howard Backus, for what
you have meant to us these 16 months, for
your leadership and friendship, for your
faithfulness to us. I have enjoyed getting to
know you this much, and I look forward
with joy to getting to know you more as the
years go by. May the Lord bless you and
keep you; may the Lord make His face to
shine upon you; may the Lord be gracious to
you and give you peace. Amen.

Not to be outdone by the St. Thomas’
youth, several of our more senior
members participated in the St. Thomas’
Habitat day. This was done Saturday
July 12. We got to put in the sub flooring
and floor joist for the Habitat house
being constructed at 225 Carter Street in
Reidsville. Needless to say, it was a
spiritual as well as learning experience.
Much patience was demonstrated by
those more experienced in the
construction field. St. Thomas is blessed
to have the expertise and volunteers to
serve the community in this Christian
endeavor.
Those who participated were Lee
and Sarah Cobb, Tom Balsley, Chuck
Rhodes, Bob Lee Watt, Bill Sutton,
Marsha York, and our leader Kris
Rogers. Tom Balsley noted that the only
houses standing after Katrina were the
Habitat houses. These houses have a lot
of love and nails that go into them. We
were so inspired that we understand that
Kris may teach a Sunday school class
this fall, Construction 101.
Bill Sutton

Ed Spencer

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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ECW
Reminder - The September ECW
General Meeting will be held
following the 11:00 service on Sunday,
Sept. 14th. Please plan to be there. We
need to finalize plans for the Fall
Luncheon and discuss the upcoming
cookbook. The ECW Board Meeting
is scheduled for Tuesday, September 9th
at 1:00 PM in the Vestry Room, unless
otherwise notified.
Calling all crafters - just a reminder,
we will have a craft table at the Fall
Luncheon. Any and all crafts are
welcome. Thanks to Linda Avery for
sharing her time and talents with us. The
pillowcase dresses (they could be
blouses for older children) are adorable
and fun to make. All who went had a
great time and a delicious lunch.

Men’s Club

Thoughts on Stewardship
Jon Steward of the Daily Show once
joked that religion was “a powerful
healing force in a world torn apart by
religion.” It is true that some people
become quite passionate about their
beliefs. It's as if they have the corner on
the truth or know the mind of God. I
recently heard an interview on NPR in
which a certain “Christian” leader, John
Hagee, thinks that violence in the
Middle East is part of God's plan.
While many concur that more wars
have been fought and more deaths have
taken place in the name of religion than
for any other cause, we who are
believers in Christ know that we have
numerous opportunities to heal much of
the hurts and injustices that are visible to
us.
This summer our youth group, along
with several adults, took a week out of

their summer vacation to rehab houses
in a poor area near Charleston. In
Reidsville, 300 youths from sixth grade
through college, came from all parts of
the United States to this area to replace
roofs and make houses handicap
accessible. The Reidsville Habitat
affiliate is currently building its 20th
home in this town. As Habitat founder,
Millard Fuller said, “We may not agree
on a lot of things but we can be of the
same mind as far as putting our faith and
love into action and by helping God's
people who are in need.”
We can preach and evangelize all we
want to, but it is our actions that are so
vivid to others. As one of our hymns
tells us, “They will know we are
Christians by our love.” Letting others
know that we care, gives them reason to
hope and believe that the world is not
such an unkind place after all.

Tom Balsley
The Men’s Club will meet on
Tuesday August 5 at 6:30 p.m. in the
Parish House. Chefs Kris Rogers and
Bill Sutton will be preparing dinner.
The meeting afterward will be to
finalize plans for this year’s
ShrimpFest to be held on Saturday
Several items have been turned in to
We still need volunteers for
September 13 from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
“Lemonade on the Lawn.” Those the church as "found".
Planning ahead - the chefs for the who have volunteered are the following:
September 4 meeting will be Richard
Brown winter gloves
Piazza and Brian Clayton.
Sunglasses
August 3 – Jeanne & Bill Horsley
Silver cross necklace (looks like a
August 10
child's)
August 17 – Carson Dawson
Silver double heart ring (adult's)
August 24 – Dot Reilly & The
Prepaid Alltel wireless card
Please help us reach out to others in our Robersons
Several buttons
community by donating non-perishable August 31
Christmas tree lapel pin
items for the Reidsville Outreach
Pearl earring
September 7 – (Grandparent's Day)
Center. Items needed for August are:
September
14
Mom's Devotional Bible (NIV)
Boost
September
21
Cereal
September 28 – Carson Dawson
Please call the church office (349Rice (1lb bags)
3511) to claim these items. If these are
Canned fruit
Please call
not claimed in the next 30 days they will
Canned
Martha Balsley at
be given to charity.
vegetables
349-3638 if you
can take a Sunday.
Thank you!
The tub is located
in the narthex of the church. Thank you
for your help with this vital ministry!

Lemonade on the Lawn

“Fill The Tub” Outreach
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Lost & Found

In Memory

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...

Please pray for the repose of the
souls of

Walter Kilby Perry Jr.
DATE

SERVICE

ATTENDANCE

June 29
7rd Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

18
65

July 6
8th Sunday after Pentecost

10:00 a.m.

76

July 13
th
9 Sunday after Pentecost

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

16
38

8:30 a.m.
July 20
th
11:00
a.m.
10 Sunday after Pentecost

21
49

July 8, 2008
Father of Ms. Jeanette Eure, EDS

Aubrey Sophia Denny
July 18, 2008
Niece of Ms. Stephanie Wood, EDS
Please keep them in your prayers.
May light perpetual shine upon them.

Pledge Report

Episcopal Day School
The Episcopal Day School is still accepting applications
for the 2008-2009 School Year.
School begins Tuesday, September 2 and scholarships are
available.
For more information, call 349-3511, ext. 106.

Total Revenue

CHURCH STAFF:

• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org

Year To Date

$ 12,183.61

$ 71,358.82

Total Operations Expenses $

9,717.47

$ 66,959.26

$

2,466.14

$ 4,399.56

Difference

Who’s Who

• Interim Rector
The Rev. Dr. Howard G. Backus
349-3511, Ext. 102
rector@stthomasreidsville.org

June 2008

LAY WORKERS:

• Acolyte Coordinator

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046

• ECW
Parker Graham 349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com
• Men’s Club
Kris Rogers 342-0284
krisrogers@bellsouth.net
Bill Sutton 342-5684

• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org

• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Treasurer
Richard Piazza
349-3511, Ext. 208
rjpiazza@bellsouth.net

• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284

• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Sextons

• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
hambones@netmcr.com

• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Stephanie Wood (2007-2008)

WANTED!!!

• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511
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Combined
Service
Sunday
August 17
11:00 a.m.

Going
Away
Party
(Adult Covered Dish)

Howard’s
Last Sunday
at St. Thomas’
Catered
Reception
after
the Service

Saturday
August 16
7:00 p.m.
at the
Turner’s

