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Reflections: Martin Bell’s Parable

n my sermon this past Sunday, I
used Martin Bell’s parable “Rag
Tag Army”.
Several persons
asked for a copy, so I am making it
available through this article.
“I think God must be very old and
very tired. Maybe he used to look
splendid and fine in his general’s
uniform, but no more. He’s been
on the march a long time, you
know. And look at his rag-tag
little army! All he has for
soldiers are you and me.
Dumb little army. Listen! The
drum beat isn’t even regular.
Everyone is out of step.
And there! You see? God keeps
stopping along the way to pick
up one of his tinier soldiers who
decided to wander off and play with
a frog, or run in a field, or whose foot
got tangled in the underbrush. He’ll never
get anywhere that way. And yet, the march
goes on.
Do you see how the marchers have
broken up into little groups? Look at that
group up near the front. Now, there’s a
snappy outfit. They all look pretty much
alike – at least they’re in step with each
other. That’s something! Only they’re not
wearing their shoes. They’re carrying them
in their hands. Silly little band. They won’t
get far before God will have to stop again.
Or how about that other group over
there? They’re holding hands as they
march. The only trouble with this is the men
on each end of the line. Pretty soon they
realize that one of their hands isn’t holding
onto anything – one hand is reaching,
empty, alone. And so they hold hands with
each other, and everybody marches around
in circles. The more people holding hands

the bigger the circle. And of course, a
bigger circle is deceptive because as we
march along it looks like we’re going
someplace, but we are not. And so God
must stop again. You see what I mean?
He’ll never get anywhere that way!
If God were more sensible he’d
take his little army and shape
them up. Why, whoever heard
of a soldier stopping to romp in
a field? It’s ridiculous. But
even more absurd is a general
who will stop the march of
eternity to go and bring him
back. But that is God for you.
His is no endless, empty
marching.
He is going
somewhere.
His steps are
deliberate and purposive. He
may be old, and he may be tired.
But he knows where he’s going. And
he means to take every last one of his tiny
soldiers with him. Only there aren’t going
to be any forced marches. And after all,
there are frogs and flowers, and thorns and
underbrush along the way. And even
though our foreheads have been signed with
Continued on Page 2
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Reflections

Adult Sunday School

the sign of the cross we are only human.
And most of us are afraid and lonely and
would like to hold hands or cry or run
away. And we don’t know where we are
going, and we can’t seem to trust God –
especially when it’s getting dark out and
we can’t see him! And he won’t go on
without us. And that’s why it’s taking so
long.
Listen! The drum beat isn’t even
regular. Everyone is out of step. And
there! You see? God keeps stopping
along the way to pick up on of his tinier
soldiers who decided to wander off and
play with a frog, or run in a field, or
whose foot got tangled in the
underbrush. He’ll never get anywhere
that way! And yet, the march goes on
….”.
This is the message of and for the
Church. Our doors are open and our
hearts, hands, and lives are to be
sacrificially involved in healing and
redemption, there is no justification
for the church to be elitist, or to judge
in a way that leads to exclusion or
condemnation. May we open our
eyes to appreciate our Lord’s
reconciling work with us and our call
to be reconcilers in the name and
ministry of our Lord.
HGB+

Remember that we will continue to have adult church school through the end of
May. In May, Bill Horsley will teach classes on “The Bad Boys and Girls of the
Bible.” Were they really, really evil? Have they just been “misunderstood?” This
promises to be a fun learning time for everyone so please make plans to come.

Continued from Page 1

United Thank Offering
May 4th is the date for the Spring
Ingathering.
The United Thank Offering is a
program of The Episcopal Church for
the mission of the whole Church,
founded by and administered by women
since 1889.
The United Thank Offering
Committee is entrusted to promote
thank offerings, to receive the offerings
and to distribute the United Thank
Offering monies through grants. Every
year, the total offering is used for
projects at home and abroad. More than
one hundred grants are awarded each
year. Please remember to include your
UTO offering on Sunday May 4th.
Thank you.
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May 4
May 11
May 18
May 25

Jezebel
Herod
Delilah and the Philistines
A villain to be named later!

Interim Rector’s Report - April 2008
As Interim Rector, my official time is up at the end of this month. I cannot
believe that I have been here for one full year. It has been wonderful for me and my
sense is that my time here has been good for St. Thomas. I have agreed to stay, at the
Vestry’s request, on a month by month basis until a new Rector is found, or that
work is near completion.
For the month of April, I have been focusing on visitation of new members and
working with other membership issues. I have visited with three new families, all
of whom show real interest in becoming a part of the family of St. Thomas: (1.)
Martha and Amanda Stone. Amanda is a new acolyte. Her husband will not, for
the near future, be involved. (2) Mel and Heather Petersen – We will be
baptizing Heather and their son on May 4. (3) Robbie and Dannie Rivaldo and
their ninth grade son Vance are also very interested. Two new families are on my
list to see and there will be follow-up work to do with all who come to our new
member and visitor dinner on May 4. (4) I have baptized Brian Clayton, Jr. He is
the son of Brian Clayton who desires confirmation this fall.
Bill Horsley has agreed to teach the Adult Sunday School class for the month of
May. This will free me up to train acolytes and meet with lay Eucharistic ministers
at the Sunday School hour. I will also be training Melody Watt to be a Lay
Eucharistic Minister. Certificates for our Lay Eucharistic ministers will be sent to
the Bishop by the end of May.
Please make note that our Annual Bishop’s Visitation is November 23, 2008 and
Bishop Curry will be the Celebrant and preacher.
St. Thomas has been contacted by Reidsville High School and asked if we would
be interested in advertising in the football programs sold at the games. The cost for
an 1/8 of a page add would be $140. If we do this, I would recommend the ad be
designed with the church’s information and the Day School’s. Our website should
be also printed in the ad.
On a Diocesan level:
St. Thomas hosted the small church committee meeting with Dr. Leon Spencer,
from the Diocesan staff. I attended a regional clergy conference held at St. Francis
Center in Stoneville. I met with a representative from the board of Penick Village
and received material from them.
I plan to be away the week of May 17 – 23. Sue and I will be visiting my family
in Delaware.
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Sanctuary
by Don Gwarek
James Blackthorn flattened his frail
body against the side of the building, out
of sight of any curious passers-by. Even
in the chill night air he was sweating
profusely, the sour taste of fear filling
his mouth. He listened for the telltale
sounds of horses’ hoofs, their riders
intent on finding him. The sheriff’s men
considered him a criminal because he
had stolen food to feed his family. Now
frightened and cold, he willed himself
not to think of what would happen if he
were caught. A quick trial and then he
would suffer mutilation or worse for his
crime. He shuddered thinking that to
prove his innocence he would suffer the
agony of placing his arm in a pot of
boiling water to retrieve an iron ring or
he might have to hold a red-hot ball in
his hands. And worse, he could be
bound hand and foot and thrown into an
ice-cold river. If he sank he was guilty ...
and dead. If he could only make it to the
church, he would be safe, at least for a
little while. He would have sanctuary.
He would be under the protection of
God.
Like many words in the English
language, sanctuary has several
meanings. It can be the area surrounding
the altar of a church. This area is
considered holy ground. Because of this
sanctuary also came to be known as
refuge. Let me tell you how it all began.
The ancient Hebrews had six
different towns as sanctuaries. The
Greeks and Romans allowed sanctuary
if the criminal could reach the center of
the temple where the statue of their god
was located. Arabs and even American
Indians had their places of Sanctuary.
But sanctuary really became prominent
during the middle ages when religion
dominated the lives of the people living
in western Europe.

both church and state but that didn’t
mean that the rules were not broken. In
one instance the pursuers of four
Lancastrian knights went into the
church where the men had sought refuge
and were told to leave by the priest. The
pursuers said that they would grant
pardon to the knights but when the
knights came outside the church they
were arrested and executed. Of course
there were penalties for breaking the
rules including a heavy fine of one
hundred and twenty shillings levied
against the person committing the crime
and the ministers of the church where it
was allowed. This was a bunch of
money in those days so it wasn’t done
too often.

thieves, and highwaymen. After they
confessed to their crimes the realm
wanted them far away, like in another
country, so they gave them a choice of
what port they would like to leave from
and they were escorted there and were
expected to take the next boat out. If a
boat wasn’t available at the time, the
criminal had to wade in the water up to
his knees once a day until his ship came
in.

Getting rid of the bad guys seemed
like a good idea at the time but there
were some flaws in the plan. For one
thing many of the criminals escaped to
the woods to join bands of thieves, and
like the merry men of Robin Hood fame,
became a bigger headache for the
The only types of crimes where sheriff’s men. For the guys that made it
sanctuary was not granted were out of the country, they were teaching
sacrilege, high treason, and piracy. It foreigners things like archery and some
was available to both nobility and state secrets. Not a good thing. To
commoner alike. Elizabeth, the queen prevent more of this, the law was
of King Edward, took refuge at changed so that the refugees had to go to
Westminster Abbey when her husband a sanctuary of their choosing and stay
was temporarily deposed. She had her there for life. If they escaped from there
furniture moved in and even gave birth they would be tried for their original
to their first son until her husband was crime and lose the right to further
restored to the throne. After Edward sanctuary.
died, Elizabeth, along with five
daughters and her youngest son, again
The laws of sanctuary changed over
moved into Westminster living in royal the years so that one only had to touch
comfort.
the marker or door knocker of a church
or sit in a stone seat near the church to
Of course, everyone didn’t receive claim sanctuary.
that kind of treatment. At first refuge
was given for seven days but the refugee
Finally, in 1623, one hundred and
could not be fed while there. Later, twenty three years after it was enacted,
sanctuary was given for forty days but King James I, said enough already and
the criminal lost his property and had to abolished the right of sanctuary in
confess his crime and be branded on the England.
thumb with the letter “A” so that
everyone in the realm would know that
Today, in the United States,
he had “adjured” or swore under oath to sanctuary still exists, although illegal. It
his crimes. If the refugee failed to is granted by churches to immigrants
confess after forty days, then anyone that have entered the United States
furnishing him with food would be illegally.
guilty of a felony.

In 600 AD, King Ethelbert, an
Anglo-Saxon, created the first law of
Now a lot of these guys seeking
sanctuary which was refined by the
Norman King, William the Conqueror sanctuary were some bad characters.
in 1070. In general it was honored by There were murderers, cattle and horse
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Vestry Highlights from Dot Reilly, Vestry Clerk
in Lexington. Bishop Bill Gregg, our Yeago and Martha Balsley
new assistant Bishop was the Keynote
A New Members Party will be held
Richard Piazza gave the Financial speaker.
th
Report and the March 2008 Treasurer's
Sunday, May 4 at the home of Freda
Report was accepted by the Vestry.
A letter was mailed to all parishioners to and Bob Lee Watt. Invitations have
update the congregation on the search been mailed.
Episcopal Day School Report - process and capital improvements to the
Martha Balsley
church and rectory.
Outreach - John Pugh
Meeting date: April 21, 2008

The Day School has seven students
registered for the 2008 - 2009 school
year. Stephanie Wood, the current
EDS Administrator, was appointed
teacher for the two-year old program.
If you have ordered geraniums from the
Day School plan to pick up your flowers
at the church on Wednesday, May 7th.

Thursday, April 24th Tom Balsley
received recognition on behalf of St.
Thomas at the NC Head Start annual
convention for providing meals to
Headstart families on Thanksgiving
Day.
Junior Warden's Report

An Outreach committee has been
formed and comprised of the following
members:
Tom Balsley, Dot
Ferneyhough, Tom Ham, Larry
Johnson, Hazel Post, Chuck Rhodes
and John Pugh. Tom Balsley
volunteered to be Chairperson. This
committee has compiled a list of current
Outreach Programs and the funding
source(s) for each program.
The
committee also will identify other
community Outreach needs not being
adequately met. One such need cited is
the Rockingham County Homeless
Shelter. The Committee will research
this further. The Committee requested
the fifth Sunday loose offering to be
designated for Outreach.

Tom Ham reported the Day School and
Parish House have been inspected by
the Health Department and the church
Howard Backus reported that his work has been inspected by the Fire Marshall.
as Interim Rector is entering completion The Vestry voted to have the following
the end of April. He has agreed to stay, renovations at the Rectory: interior
at the Vestry's request, on a month by painting including cleaning the porch,
month basis until a new Rector is found. replacement doors for the kitchen
He has been focusing on visitation of cabinets, new bathroom light fixtures,
new members and working on new curbside mailbox, new garage door
membership. Since Bill Horsley will and new shingles on the roof. These Search Committee - Clark Turner
be teaching the adult Sunday School repairs will begin soon.
class in May, Howard will be training
Howard Backus will write a sample
acolytes and meet with lay Eucharistic
charge for the search committee. The
ministers at the Sunday School hour. Commission Reports
Vestry approved a motion for the Search
He will also be training Melody Watt to
Committee to present one name to the
be a Lay Eucharistic Minister. Our Membership and Parish Life - Polly Vestry for consideration.
Annual Bishop's Visitation is
November 23 and Bishop Curry will be
the Celebrant and preacher.
Interim Rector's Report

St. Thomas’ Recognized by Head Start

Senior Warden's Report
Jeanne Horsley met with the Finance
Committee. The Finance Committee
recommended a financial package for
the hiring of a new Rector to include a
base salary between $40,000 to
$45,000, health and dental insurance,
pension, travel, life insurance and
continuing education. The vestry
approved this recommendation.
Jeanne also attended a Warden's
th
Conference on April 5 at Grace Church
4

On April 24, St. Thomas was one of
the 17 organizations throughout our
state to receive special recognition by
Head Start. Head Start assists lowincome families by serving children
ages 3 to 5 in such areas as health,
nutrition, education, and parent
involvement. There are 12 Head Start
pre-school facilities in Rockingham
County benefitting over 200 boys and
girls.
St. Thomas was chosen because we
transported Thanksgiving Dinners to

www.StThomasReidsville.org

over 80 Head Start families – something
we have been doing for the past four
years. This shows how much our
community Thanksgiving noonday
meal has grown. Jesus told us to feed
the hungry and we do it because this is
our calling. However, it is good to know
that others are grateful and appreciate
our efforts.
Submitted by Tom Balsley

Episcopal Day School Preschool
It’s hard to believe this is our final
article for this school year. We finish up
on May 22nd with a
year end party. The
children will be
giving a small
program showing
parents what a day
in the life of a preschooler is like. We’ll
go over some of the songs that we sing in
class and chapel.
Even though we’ve finished our
alphabet, numbers, colors and shapes,
we’ll keep reviewing them and add a
few special units such as animals,
gardening, the five senses and farms.
This month we took a special field
trip to the Natural Science Center and
saw some of the new zoo animals they
have added. We had a great time!

Thank you to everyone at St.
Thomas’ for making it another
successful year. All of our 3 year olds
will be returning in the fall and we’ve
signed up a few new ones, too. Don’t
forget you can pick up an application
form from the office or on the St.
Thomas’ website.
At press time, we are having our
annual geranium sale. We appreciate
everyone that ordered from us. We also
appreciate DOT REILLY and her
willingness to always help us with our
plant sales. People have really come to
expect us to sell them and we get calls
asking about them before the sale
begins. Thanks so much!
We hope you have a great summer!
Ms. Jeanette and Ms. Edie

Acolytes: Current & Future
If you are 12 years of age or older we
need you. Acolytes are a very important
ministerial presence in the service of
worship. I would like to invite all
acolytes to meet with me on Sunday,
May 11 at 9:30 am. I want to review
some changes in the training. I would
like also to meet with any young people
beyond the age of 12 who would like to
be an acolyte. I know this is Mother's
Day. We are also offering a wonderful
and exciting adult class that Sunday.
Parents can attend that class, even
though they have not been to former
classes, while we meet in the Church.
This is very important. If you are a
high school student, being an acolyte is
an important activity for college
entrance. Please join us. There will be
hot chocolate and “donuts” for all.
HGB+

May’s Health Tip
The May edition of Prevention has
an interesting little article called
"Location, Location, Location." Here
are some tidbits you might like to know.
Where is the worst place to store
your toothbrush? The answer is the
bathroom
sink if it's
within six
feet of the
t o i l e t .
Approximat
ely 3.2
million
microbes per
inch reside
i n
t h e
commode.
Every flush
propels
aerosolized toilet funk into the air and
on to your floor, counter, tub, and
everything that resides on them. If it has
one, close the lid on the toilet before
flushing.

Speaking of toilets, which is the
worst toilet stall to pick in a public
restroom? If you can avoid it, avoid the
middle one. The ones on the ends
generally have fewer bacteria than those
in the middle.

the floor in public toilets! You certainly
don't want to put it where you prepare
food.

Where is the worst place to set fruit
before washing it? Of all the germy
places in your house, the kitchen sink
Where is the worst place to store sees the most bacterial traffic. Hold on
your sneakers or flip-flops? If you wear to your fruit or use a clean colander.
these shoes outside, try not to walk
through the house to put them in your
Finally, where is the worst place to
bedroom closet. Lawn chemicals are store your medicine? To protect your
tracked inside for a full week after meds, keep them out of the bathroom. A
application. Outdoor shoes bring in s t e a m y b a t h r o o m c a n r e a c h
pollen and other allergens. Store your temperatures of close to a hundred
outdoor shoes by the doorway, and put degrees-- well above the storage
them on when you're ready to walk out temperature of many drugs. For
example, Lipitor should be stored below
the door.
78 degrees. Just to be safe, put your
Where is the worst place to put your medications in a cool, dry place like the
handbag? Your stylish tote can carry up pantry.
to ten thousand bacteria per inch, so
don't drop it on the kitchen counter. Just
Health Care Ministry
think about where you park your bag:
Source: Prevention, May 2008
the floor of restaurants, under your seat
in the movies, and, in emergencies, on
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Habitat House 19 Dedication in memory of Tim Ham
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

Habitat House #19 was dedicated on Sunday March 9th, 2008. Members of St. Thomas joined Diane Allen, Mother of
Brian Clayton and Grandmother of Shiann and Brian, Jr. as she became the new homeowner. St. Thomas supports Habitat
each month with their loose offering. House #19 was sponsored in memory of Tim Ham by his family and friends.

Congratulations to the Robersons!!!

Outreach Center Grand Opening

The Reidsville Outreach Center realized a dream come
true when we celebrated the move to our new quarters located
at 435 Southwest Market Street. We finally have a building
that is large enough to meet our needs well into the future. We
Photo courtesy of the Roberson family and The Reidsville Review
held a ribbon cutting and celebration on March 30, from 2:00 4:00PM. Much credit goes to the Board of Directors,
Congratulations to Charles & Gracie Roberson who Volunteers, and other persons who have helped us to achieve
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on Sunday April this goal. Thanks to Clara Gunn (our Board President) and
13!
Rev. Bill Oldland (who attended the Grand Opening), the
Center is a valuable resource in our community today. Please
come by and see our facility.
6
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Scout Sunday and Memorial Bench Dedication - Sunday March 30, 2008
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

Stephen Ministers’ Commissioning

Picasso Print Dedication

Photos courtesy of Jim McCloskey
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ECW
At our ECW General Meeting on
April 13th we discussed making a St.
Thomas Cookbook. Since this would
take at least a year to put together, our
target date is the '09 Bazaar. So ladies,
start thinking of your favorite recipes
you know the ones everyone always
asks for. Dot Reilly, Laura Felts,
Suzanne Howard, Dot Trent, and
Linda Avery will spearhead this
adventure. We plan to have a craft's table
at this year's bazaar and Linda Avery
has offered to show us how to make
pillowcase dresses. If anyone has old
embroidered pillowcases that could be
used, please let Linda or Parker
Graham know.

Thoughts on Stewardship
The first weekend in April, Tom
Ham and I served on a NC Episcopal
Cursillo team at the Betsy Jeff 4-H
Camp. My best attempt to define a
Cursillo weekend would be to say that it
is a time in which Christians are led to a
deeper understanding of God and
knowledge of how to better serve Him
and our fellow man.

This is an instructive weekend
guided by lay persons who cover
subjects such as “Having an Ideal or
Moral Compass,” “Living in God's
Grace,” “Prayer and Devotional
Practices,” and “Incorporating
Christian Action into One's Life.”
Nothing is discussed that anyone in our
W a t c h f o r a n n o u n c e m e n t s denomination has not heard in Sunday
concerning workshops on crafts for the School or church. I know this may
bazaar, hopefully we will be able to hold sound boring but there are many
several this summer or in early fall. If
you have a craft or idea for items to sell,
please contact a member of the Ways
and Means Committee (Dot Trent,
Joanne Piazza, Dot Reilly, or Martha
Balsley).
Thanks to all who worked together to
make the Spring Flea a great success.
As another fund raiser, the ECW Although the weather was a bit wet, it
would like to offer theme baskets for didn't seem to keep folks away. Some
auction at the fall bazaar. We are were standing outside the door with
requesting that any individual or group their umbrellas long before we were
within the church, such as the choir, ready to open, so we let them in anyway,
men's club, vestry. etc, who would be to browse. The Parish House was filled
willing to purchase the “basket” and with flea items, baked goods and homeitems for a basket contact Linda Avery. made canned goods. The Men's Club
Three people have already volunteered
to donate garden, kitty, and coffee
baskets. Other suggestions are: TOOL,
MUSIC, CHOCOLATE, “SOUP”ER,
GOLF, PUZZLE, etc, etc.

moments of laughter and fun as well.
I am also aware there has been much
misunderstanding about Cursillo in our
parish and that was surely not the intent.
There is nothing that any person who
has attended would not be able to tell
you about the weekend.
I can
personally say that it has made me want
to pursue a closer walk with Christ. My
continual challenge is to make my walk
evident to others.
We are all on a journey and Cursillo
is certainly not the main road or the only
means to salvation. But it can be a good
way to begin that “God-relationship”
that you have always sought after or
desired.
Tom Balsley

Spring Flea

Stitches of Love
Our Stitches of Love - A Yarn
Ministry has distributed 20 shawls / lap
robes so far this year.
If you’re interested in joining this
group, they meet on the second and
fourth Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in
the Pipkin Parlor.
8
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provided sausage and bacon biscuits
and coffee. It was a great event because
of the shared work and enthusiasm of
the ladies and the men of St. Thomas'.
All proceeds will be used for our various
outreach organizations. Thanks again,
St. Thomas'.
Joanne Piazza
Dot Reilly

Hymn Blast 2008

Musical notes from

Ed
Summer
2008
Hymn
Blast
Do you have a favorite hymn that you haven't heard in a while, that
you just love to sing, or that you'd like us to learn?
Well...Hymn Blast 2008 is here and the last time we checked there are
well over 1000 hymns to choose from, counting all the hymnals we
have access to! Or if you've got one from another hymnal that you'd
like us to try, then bring it in and give it to Ed Spencer or any member
of the choir.
Jot down your choices here or on another sheet of paper and drop the
list into the offering plate. We'll do our best to see that your favorites
are heard, and hopefully, sung by everyone!

Requested by: _________________________________

Hymn Blast Time Again
Hymn Blast time is here again, and I
look forward to reading the titles of
some of your favorite hymns, then
looking them up, then playing them, and
looking for a place to use them in
worship. Hymn Blast has matured
during the time I have been at St.
Thomas. Once upon a time I could look
down the list of Hymn Blast titles and
see a short version of “top 40” type
church songs. Most were hymns we
already sang a good bit, and only a few
were new hymns we would have to learn
to sing. Last year, that changed. I
remember remarking that a large
percentage of the titles were of hymns
we knew barely, or not at all. I found
some wonderful new texts and tunes and
found a way to use most of them in
worship, but some of them will only
gradually be absorbed into our
hymnody here at St. Thomas', simply
because it takes a long time for that to
happen. But that is okay; we'll enjoy the
journey.
Keep it up…I'm excited to see what
this year will bring!
Thank you for all you are to me.
Ed Spencer

1. Hymn # _________________________________

Thank You!!!
2. Hymn # _________________________________

3. Hymn # _________________________________

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Many thanks to Jenny Johnson, our
volunteer office assistant for answering
the phone and helping to take care of
things in the office when Jenny Wilkins
is away!
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EYC

Christian Education Highlights

EYC kids are working the soup
kitchen the fourth Sunday in May (May
25th). Everyone needs to meet in the
church parking lot at 9:30 am to go to the
soup kitchen.
All youth, but especially everyone
who is planning to go on the mission
trip, needs to be at the church on Sunday,
May 4th at 4:00 and Saturday May 17th
at 3:30 to prepare for the mission trip
fundraiser. On the 4th we will be
preparing meatballs, and completing
paperwork for the trip, and on the 17th
we will be setting tables, cooking,
serving, etc.
The EYC and mission trip fundraiser
is a Spaghetti dinner on Saturday,
May 17th from 6:00 pm til 8:00 pm.
There is no set price for the dinner - just
donations - which will go toward the
mission trip. The menu for the dinner
will be spaghetti with the famous
"Piazza sauce", salad, bread and dessert.
Make plans now - we look forward to
seeing you there.

Spaghetti Dinner
Saturday May 17
6 - 8 p.m.
“Fill The Tub” Outreach
Please help us reach out to others in our
community by donating non-perishable
items for the Reidsville Outreach
Center. Items needed for May are:

C a n n e d
vegetables,
Cereal,
Dried Beans,
Boost
The tub is located
in the narthex of
the church. Thank you for your help
with this vital ministry!
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We’ll, it’s hard to believe, but it’s
true. There are only 4 more lessons in
this year’s Sunday School lessons.
Summer vacation can’t be that far away.
The last lesson before our summer break
is on May 18th.
We had a Christian Education
Commission meeting last Sunday and
there’s big news to report. We have
planned St. Thomas's Vacation Bible
School for 2008! It will be held on Sat.
June 21st and Sat. June 28th, from 9 am
until 3 pm, at St. Thomas. Please make
your plans early to attend. You may call
the Church office, 349-3511, Joanne
Piazza, 349-5827, Alex Melchert, 6340912 or Jim McCloskey, 349-3354.
We’d love to hear from you. We will be
passing out VBS flyers in the Church
bulletin beginning on Mother’s Day,
May 11th . There will be a registration
form on the flyer to fill out. Extra copies
will be placed in the Narthex for you to
take home for your friends and
neighbors. Please help us out and spread
the news! Early registration helps our
planning provide enough materials for
everyone.
The program we have selected is
Standard Publishing Co. “God's Big
Back Yard", and the theme is Service.
We’re very excited about bringing the
Good News of Jesus to our children thru

www.StThomasReidsville.org

this program. The 4 lessons we will be
using are "Serving Family", "Serving
Friends", "Serving Neighbors" and
"Serving Community" and we have
planned one and possibly two surprises.
The principal bible verses are from
Mark 12:29-31, Jesus' reply when he is
asked which is the greatest of the
Commandments.
The other big event to shout about is
the planting in the Children's Garden on
May 10th at 12:00 pm. We will plant
more flowers, including 10 we
purchased from the Episcopal Day
School, and then celebrate with an
outdoor pizza party. Again, give us a
call so that we may plan accordingly. It’s
going to a lot of fun. We anticipate warm
weather, sunny skies, warm breezes and
lots of laughter.
Speaking about outside, we hope to
be able to have one of our final lessons
outside, on the lawn, to enjoy the fresh
air and smell the growing flowers.
And I’ve saved the best for last.
Brian Clayton Jr. was recently
baptized! What a wonderful day for this
young man.
Peace and love to you,
Jim McCloskey,
Sunday School Superintendent

New Phone System

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...
DATE

Please note the following extensions for the new St.
Thomas phone system. After regular church office hours you
may dial these extensions to go directly to the person or area
you need.

SERVICE

ATTENDANCE

March 30
Second Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

15
59

April 6
Third Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

23
64

April 13
Fourth Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

25
76

April 20
Fifth Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

18
52

April 27
Sixth Sunday of Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

22
47

Cash Contributions

Church Secretary - Jenny Wilkins - Ext. 101
Rector - Howard Backus - Ext. 102
Vestry Room - Ext. 103
Choir Room - Ed Spencer - Ext. 104
Kitchen - Ext. 105
Day School - Ext. 106
Treasurer - Richard Piazza - Ext. 208
Please also note that when you’re at church and need to
make a phone call, you’ll need to first dial 9 to get an outside
line.

Lemonade Volunteers

A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER (2008 Tax year):
It’s that time of year again, time to begin making
Cash contributions include those paid by cash, check, preparations for Lemonade on the Lawn which will begin on
electronic funds transfer, credit card, or payroll deduction.
the first Sunday in June. Please see Martha Balsley if you
You cannot deduct a cash contribution, regardless of the would be willing to volunteer for a Sunday this summer.
amount, unless you keep one of the following:
1. Bank record that shows the name of the qualified
organization, the date of the contribution, and the amount of
the contribution. Bank records may include:
A. A canceled check.
B. A bank or credit union statement, or
C. A credit card statement.
2. A receipt (or a letter or other written communication)
from the qualified organization showing the name of the
organization, the date of the contribution, and the amount of
the contribution.

Pledge Report
March 2008

Year To Date

$ 14,052.33

$ 34,275.22

Total Operations Expenses

$ 9,452.40

$ 31,447.01

$

4,599.93

$ 2,828.21

Total Revenue

Difference

A Stephen Minister can be there for someone who's in the
midst of a life challenge so they don't have to walk
through the valley alone.
There is a beautiful song called “It is well with my soul.”
People who can say that about themselves are lucky and
blessed indeed. But there are some who are hurting physically
or emotionally. Maybe someone you know fits that
description. It doesn’t matter if they are members of our
church or even of our faith. What does matter is that they need
help. Maybe a Stephen Minister is the answer. Don’t be afraid
to ask about what we can do to help. All inquiries are
confidential.
Give us a call. When you’re ready to talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to listen.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Interim Rector
The Rev. Dr. Howard G. Backus
349-3511, Ext. 102
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org

• Acolyte Coordinator

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046

• ECW
Parker Graham 349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com
• Men’s Club
Kris Rogers 342-0284
krisrogers@bellsouth.net
Bill Sutton 342-5684

• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org

• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Treasurer
Richard Piazza
349-3511, Ext. 208
rjpiazza@bellsouth.net

• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284

• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Sextons

• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
hambones@netmcr.com

• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Stephanie Wood (2007-2008)

WANTED!!!

• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511

