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REFLECTIONS: We are an Easter People!

am drawn to experts on matters of
which I know very little. If it is a
legal matter, I consult with an
expert in the law. In a medical
situation I want a specialist in the
medical field. When it comes to
taxes there is much that I do not
know and I am grateful for those
who make tax matters a field of
study and comprehension.
These experts are invaluable
this time of the year for many
of us. Similarly I would not
argue with an astronomer, for
when it comes to the solar
system I am less than a novice.
Somebody once asked Mrs.
Einstein, "Do you know all
about relativity?" Her response
was, "No, but I know my husband
and I know he can be trusted.”
Experts are to be trusted. They are
experts because they dedicate themselves to
their particular area of study. It is their
dedication and knowledge that makes them
experts. I would be foolish to trust my own
little comprehension over theirs.
Is there an expert on the subject of living
life in the right way? Is there an expert on
the subject of life after death? I believe
there is. I believe it is Jesus Christ. If Jesus
does not know, no one knows. Anyone but
Christ offers guesses and speculations on
such matters. Jesus proclaimed God as a
God, not of the dead, but of the living for all
“live unto Him”. On the cross he invited the
penitent thief, “Today you will be with me
in paradise.”
Jesus did not say, “I have an idea we may

meet again after death.” Jesus did not say,
“I have been thinking about this”, nor did he
say, “I hope that it is true.” Jesus
proclaimed with authority on the subjects of
life, death and life beyond death. He was an
expert and spoke as an expert when he
proclaimed, “It is so.” “Because I
live,” he told his Disciples after
his Resurrection, “You shall
live!” “For God so loved the
world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever
would believe in Him would
not perish, but have life
everlasting.” (John 3:16).
Because of Jesus’ expert
knowledge and personal
demonstration, we are an Easter
people. Easter people are people of
promise and hope. Our commission is
to accept the word of the expert and to so
live that others may benefit from what we
know.
HGB+
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ECW
There will be an ECW Executive
Board meeting on Tuesday the 8th,
1:00 pm in the Vestry Room and the
General Meeting on April 13th
following church. Sandwiches will
again be provided for the General
meeting.

St. Thomas’
Episcopal
Church Women
Spring Flea
Market +
Bake Sale
Saturday
April 5th
7:30 AM
11:30 AM
See Page 8
for more
information

Television And Our Faith
I have noticed that television is
beginning to cloud the separation of
“church and state”. This is not meant to
be a political statement, but one of
special interest for April.
I want to offer for our Adult Sunday
School hour an adaptation of my
doctoral thesis. My idea comes from
the television show, Are You Smarter
Than a Fifth Grader? My Doctoral
Thesis was on the relationship of the
Gospel in particular and the Bible in
general as it connects with the
developmental issues of Middle School
children (adolescents). We will explore
the Gospel and human development
with some serious fun and serious
Scriptural review. Please join us during
the month of April for this series, “Are
You Smarter Now When It Comes To
Scripture?” No one will be put on the
spot. No one will be ridiculed. We will
only discover that Scripture really does
pertain to every day living.

This Episcopal Shield is on our logo
and the Episcopal Flag. The design was
adopted at the 1940 General
Convention.

The red cross that divides the white
field into four rectangles is the cross of
St. George, the patron saint of England.
The colors red, white and blue are the
colors of the flags of both the United
States of America and England. The
blue field to the upper left contains a
cross made of nine crosslets. The
composite cross is the cross of St.
Andrew, the patron saint of Scotland.
Each of the nine crosslets which make
up the cross of St. Andrew represents
one of the nine dioceses which met in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1789 to
form the Protestant Episcopal Church in
Television also connects to our Faith the United States of America.
on a different level. There are many (“Protestant” was dropped from the
television shows, two in particular, that name in 1967). The nine founding
involve Anglican/Episcopal Faith. One dioceses were the the Dioceses of:
of these is on HBO and it is the story of Connecticut, New York, Maryland,
Henry VIII, the founder of the Anglican Massachusettes, Pennsylvania, New
Church. The second show is also on Jersey, Delaware, Virginia and South
television and it is the story of John Carolina.
Adams. There will be many discussion
points that come from this show. You do
The cross of St. Andrew reminds us
not need to watch these shows. My of the fact that Samuel Seabury, first
point in raising them is to explain the bishop of the Episcopal Church, was
history of the Episcopal Church and consecrated by bishops of the Anglican
how it is depicted in our Episcopal Church of Scotland. Dr. Seabury was
Logo. These logos may be purchased refused ordination in England in 1784
from the church office for $1.00. They because he wouldn't pledge allegiance
can be displayed on cars, or wherever, as to the King. In 1786 an act of
a sign of your engagement in the Parliament was passed, allowing
Episcopal Church.
American bishops to be ordained
without an oath of allegiance. The flag
and seal thus reveal the heritage of the
Episcopal Church with its origins in
both England and Scotland. (Much of
this material is from A New Dictionary
for Episcopalians by John Wall).

Come Join us at
St. Thomas’ Episcopal
(Across from Citty Funeral Home)

HGB+
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Let’s talk about Islam
by Don Gwarek
Mention the words “Islam”, or
“Muslim” to most Americans and they
might look at you with horror and say,
“those people ain’t nothing but
terrorists. They cut off people’s heads
and kill each other with bombs.
Unfortunately for the religion,
extremists have given that faith a bad
name. So let me give you some facts
and then you can make up your own
mind.
Let’s begin with a bible story. Sarah,
the wife of Abraham, couldn’t get
pregnant so she suggested that Abe and
Sarah’s servant, Haggar, get together so
that Abraham could have an heir. A
child, Ishmael, was born of this union
and then lo and behold Sarah is
suddenly with child as well. Well when
Sarah’s child is born she has Haggar and
Ishmael cast out in the desert and that
was the beginning of the Arab peoples
and unrest between Jews and Arabs that
has lasted many centuries.
Now let’s fast forward to the year
610AD. The Arabs are a wandering
people who worship nature spirits,
especially the moon and stars. In a
curtained enclave in Mecca they bow
down to many idols. Here, in a cave on
Mount Hira, just 3 miles from Mecca, a
40 year old camel driver, named
Muhammad, receives a visitation from
the angel Gabriel who reveals the first of
verse of the Qur’an in Arabic. Over the
next 23 years of his life, Muhammad
will receive the remainder of the 6236
verses of the Muslim holy book.
Muhammad, although uneducated, is a
preacher and he soon convinces many
that worshiping the moon and stars is
wrong and that they should return to
worshiping one God as did Abraham.
Of course not everyone saw things his
way. But Muhammad was also a warrior
and his army soon overcame any
obstacles to this new religion. Over
time word of this new belief was spread
and converts gained through word of
mouth from merchants traveling in

caravans. Muslims do not see
Muhammad as the founder of a new
religion. They see him as the restorer of
the original monotheistic faith of Adam,
Noah, and Abraham and consider him to
be the last of the great prophets.

gather for prayer, the prayers and verses
of the Qur’an are said in Arabic, the
language of Muhammad. The third
pillar is charity and is mandatory for
wealthy Muslims. Giving is based on
accumulated wealth and is used to help
the poor and needy. The fourth pillar is
Since Islam shares a common fasting during the month of Ramadan
beginning with Abraham you will see when the faithful must not eat from the
that there are many parallels with hours of dawn till dusk. The fast
Judaism and Christianity.
encourages a nearness to God. The last
pillar is the Hajj. It takes place in a
Islam, which means surrender or certain month in the city of Mecca and
submission to the will of God, is the every able-bodied Muslim who can
second largest religion in the world with afford it must make the pilgrimage once
over a billion faithful. And although in their lives. Upon completion of the
most westerners think of Islam as an pilgrimage the Muslim man or woman
A r a b r e l i g i o n , t h e g r e a t e s t is given the honorific title of “hajji” and
concentration of Muslim faithful are in is honored by their community.
Indonesia, Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Africa.
Like most other religions, there are
political divisions. In Islam, the faithful
They believe in one God, called are divided largely into two main
Allah, which means “the God.” Their groups. The smallest group, the Shia, is
creed is simple and is recited daily by the more orthodox. They believe the
the faithful. It is whispered reverently mantle of leadership was passed down
in the ear of a new born child and is the from Muhammad to his son-in-law
last words spoken by a dying person; when he died, and that Imams, or holy
“There is no God but God and men are chosen by God. The Sunni,
Mohammed is His prophet.” Their which is about 83% of the Muslim
Holy Book is the Qur’an and its 78000 world believe that a middle man or
words are considered the literal words Imam is not necessary when talking to
of God which were revealed to God. Two other smaller groups are
Muhammad through the Angel Gabriel. called the Sufi and the Wahhabi.
They believe that angels are the
messengers of God.
Well there you have it. Like you and
I, the majority of Muslims believe in one
Muslims believe in a Day of God, go to church, or in their case a
Resurrection and a Day of Judgment Mosque, pray, tithe, and in general live
when there shall be a gathering of their life like we do; working, and
mankind and they will be judged by raising and loving their families. But
God. They believe in hell and of course newspapers only report the activities of
paradise, which they view as a place of the militant minority, the extremists,
joy and bliss.
and we base our view of Islam on that.
These violent people are eastern
Now in order for Muslims to be tribesmen with different views of life
judged worthy to enter paradise, they that we would find impossible to relate
must observe the five pillars of their to. For those violent people, if they
faith. The first pillar is their creed threaten us, we should fight fire with
which must be recited in prayer. The fire. But for the majority of peaceful
second is ritual prayer where the faithful Muslims we should be tolerant of their
face Mecca and pray 5 times daily. No faith and as Jesus said “love one another
matter in what foreign land the faithful as I have loved you.”
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Vestry Highlights from Dot Reilly, Vestry Clerk
Meeting date: March 17, 2008
Richard Piazza gave the Financial
Report and the February 2008
Treasurer's Report was accepted by the
Vestry. The Church Insurance Agency
contacted Richard about getting an
updated inventory. Tom Ham and
John Pugh will be working on updating
the current inventory.
Episcopal Day School Report
Martha Balsley

Senior Warden's Report

Commission Reports

Jeanne Horsley has received a letter for
the Dean of Virginia Theological
Seminary thanking St. Thomas for our
recent gift to their Annual Fund. This
donation was made by the congregation
in response to the visitation of Seminary
student, Tim Backus. Also Ken Avery
thanked the Vestry for the gift card. Ken
completed the audits for 2003, 2004,
2005 and 2006 which have been mailed
to the Diocese. The finance committee
has rescheduled their meeting for March
18th. Jeanne requested the committee to
go over the Diocesan minimum clergy
salary and insurance rates for 2008 and
present recommendations to the Vestry.

Membership - Polly Yeago
The Membership Focus Team (Polly
Yeago, Maratha Balsley, Freda Watt
and Rev. Howard Backus) met to
discuss how to bring together new
members and existing members. A new
member event has been scheduled for
May 3rd at the Watt’s home. It was
suggested that new members be paired
with an existing member who have
similar interests. This committee also
hopes to have a fall event that involves
adults in the parish

The Day School is currently looking for
a teacher for the two-year old program
starting this fall. The two-year old
children would attend Tuesday and
Thursday.
Junior Warden's Report
The EDS is now taking orders for their
Annual Spring Geranium Sale. Orders
should be picked up at the church
Wednesday, May 7th. The geraniums
are $5.00 each and available in white,
pink, red, salmon, and fuchsia and
grown in a 6-inch pot. All orders must
be turned in by April 30th.

Tom Ham reported the interior painting
is basically finished except for the
Vestry room. There are repairs needed
at the rectory. Ham has received an
estimate of $3,200 from Steve
McCollum to paint the interior of the
rectory which includes refinishing the
sun porch floor and an estimate from Al
Davis for $1,700 to reface the kitchen
cabinets. Due to a new postal regulation
a mailbox must be placed curbside and
Interim Rector's Report
two new light fixtures for
Howard Backus reported that his work approximately $25 each are needed in
as Interim Rector is nearing completion. the bathrooms. The vestry approved
The committee
The Search Committee is being these proposals.
launched and the Parish Profile is helping Tom with the rectory includes
complete. The Search Committee will Kris Rogers, Laura Felts, Donna Van
work with the Vestry and with a Ness and Jeanne Horsley.
Diocesan representative for a smooth
transition from the Interim Rector After some discussion our treasurer will
toward the goal of finding the next check on the proceeds from a CD set
aside after the sale of the previous
Rector for St. Thomas.
rectory to use for renovations to the
During his remaining time Howard current rectory.
plans to work with the Vestry focusing
on membership. This will be looking at Tom Ham mentioned again that we
(1) new members and how to needed an additional table cart for the
incorporate them into the life of the parish house. The vestry voted to
parish, (2) developing a current purchase this cart.
membership list with status of members
and, (3) responding to specific current
needs of members.

Membership/Parish Life - Martha
Balsley
Parish life is concerned with current
members and programs which lend
themselves to enrichment of Parish
Life. The Lenten dinners have been
going well. We will have a soup and
homemade bread supper on Maundy
Thursday and then proceed to the
sanctuary to strip the altar.
Outreach - John Pugh
An Outreach committee has been
formed and comprised of the following
m e m b e r s : To m B a l s l e y , D o t
Ferneyhough, Tom Ham, Larry
Johnson, Hazel Post, Chuck Rhodes
and John Pugh. This committee will
be evaluating each outreach program by
its mission, beneficiaries, resource
requirements and the degree of success.
Spiritual Growth and Christian
Education - Don Gwarek
An adult education committee was
formed to plan Bible and contemporary
classes on Sunday mornings prior to the
11 AM service. Committee members
are: Don Gwarek, Melody Watt, Tom
Balsley, Joanne Piazza, Lape Smith
and Larry Johnson. In addition Bill
Horsley said he would like to do several
classes on the “Exodus” and “Bad boys
and girls of the Bible”.
Three new Stephen Ministers
completed their training and will be
Continued on Page 10
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Episcopal Day School Preschool
Happy spring!! It’s been so nice read to us:
looking out our classroom window and
Jeanne Horsley
watching the
Betty Melchert
Rick Robie
daffodils sprout,
Sharon Robie
bloom and look so
Lape Smith
beautiful. Spring is
Melody Watt
a wonderful time of
year!
Christopher Wood

The children absolutely love to have
guest readers. If you would like to come
read sometime, just call us to make
arrangements!
Look for more information below
and in Sunday bulletins about our
geranium sale!
Miss Jeanette and Miss Edie

We’ve continued on with our
alphabet, numbers, colors and shapes.
During “Tt” week we talked about
turtles. “Uu” week included umbrellas,
up, and under themes. “Vv” week we
talked about vegetables and even used
vegetables to make prints with paint.
We had a vegetable tasting snack one
day. All the children at least tried the
vegetables. The ranch dressing dip
made it tolerable for even the pickiest
vegetable eaters. “Ww” week included
learning about whales and wolves. We
stuffed paper bags with old newspaper,
tied the end, painted it gray and added
eyes to make our own whales.
Everyone wore green on St. Patrick’s
Day so there was no pinching going on
at our school! We talked about why the
Irish (and us) celebrate this special day.
A leprechaun even snuck in our
classroom and left some gold. After
following the clues each child had a
piece of gold to take home with them.
Before leaving for Easter break we
had a wonderful Easter party with
special treats and games. Of course, we
emphasized to the children of the true
meaning of Easter. We are very
thankful that we can help these children
grow in the knowledge of our Lord,
Jesus Christ through chapel time and the
story of the crucifixion and resurrection.
We cannot end this article without
thanking some very special guests we
had through the month of March.
Several parents and St. Thomas’
members came and read a book to the
children. We would like to say a
GREAT BIG THANKS to the following
for taking time out of their schedule to

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Easter Breakfast - March 23, 2008
Photos courtesy of Jim McCloskey and Tom Ham
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Easter Breakfast - March 23, 2008
Photos courtesy of Jim McCloskey and Tom Ham
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Spring Flea & Bake Sale
The date is nearly upon us and I hope
everyone will join us for this outreach
fund-raising event on Saturday, April
5th. Please bring your flea items to the
Parish House before Saturday morning.
Someone will be there to let you in on
Thursday afternoon between 1-3 pm or
from 6-8 pm, and on Friday beginning at
10 am – 7 pm.
We will not be accepting clothing,
but you can bring household flea items
and of course any furniture items you
may have that you would like to donate.
Pricing stickers will be available and it
will be a great help if you can place them
on your items when you bring them in.
Baked goods can be brought in on
Friday or early Saturday morning.
Breads, cakes, cookies, pies, brownies,
etc. will be greatly appreciated!
Coffee and sausage biscuits will be
available, courtesy of the Men’s Club.
We look forward to seeing you there!
Joanne Piazza, co-chair.

Thoughts on Stewardship
This past school year I have been
volunteering at one of Reidsville's
elementary schools.
During
February, in keeping with Black
History Month, the activities,
lessons, and art were centered
around African-American heritage.
One bulletin board display that
really grabbed my attention had to do
with 4th and 5th graders expressing
their wishes by using the Rev. Martin
Luther King's well-known phrase, “I
have a dream.” My dream at that age
would have been “I dream that I
would be a good baseball player” a
desire that is rather selfish. These
students however had dreams that
were so different.
Here is a
sampling:
I have a dream that · people will not break into other's
houses.
· people will take care of their
children.
· people will make guns illegal.
· others would help the poor.
· people would not use weapons on
each other.

· people would stop doing drugs.
· gang violence would stop.
· people would not kill each other.
· people would take care of their pets.
· everyone was nice.
· people would worship God.
It was overwhelming for me to
see that the hopes of such young
children are so profound, yet so
anxious and fearful. And it did make
me realize what a different culture
we live in today as opposed to what
we knew not too many years ago. It
also makes me realize that it is
imperative for us, as Christians, to
spread God's light into the dark
places of the world. We will not able
to fix all of society's ills, but we can
do the good works we know that will
help the marginalized people living
around us. In today's world Christ is
calling us, more than ever, to a
commitment of compassion, service,
and love.
Tom Balsley

April’s Health Tip
If you're
h a v i n g
trouble
adjusting to
the time
change,
you're not
alone. We
a r e a l l
programmed
by circadian
rhythms that
depend on
light to regulate blood pressure,
temperature, and hormone production.
The sun isn't up until after 7:00 A.M.
now. It's hard to get going when it's still
dark outside. If you have to rise before

the sun does, head straight for the
brightest light you can find. Try putting
a bluish white compact fluorescent light
bulb in your bedside lamp. The light it
produces is closest to the sun's and is
twice as effective at activating the
circadian system. Sunlight activates
your brain into maintaining alertness.
Make sure your work space is a sunny
one by pushing your desk as close to a
window as possible. Open the curtains
if you're in the house.
If you want to avoid an afternoon
energy drop, take a morning walk in the
sunshine. This energy-boosting activity
should make you feel great all afternoon
and sleep better at night.
Exposure to light reminds your body

it's time to eat. A good breakfast should
make you eat less during the rest of the
day. If you pay attention to your natural
rhythm, you should feel less hungry
when it's dark.
Sunset and nightfall prompts the
release of melatonin that makes you
drowsy. That's why many of us have
trouble falling asleep as the sun sets
later and later throughout the summer.
To help your body out, close the
draperies and turn down the lights as the
night progresses. The low lights should
suppress your appetite as well as bring
on yawns. Finally, make your bedroom
as dark as possible. You'll sleep much
better and feel more rested the next day.
Health Care Ministry
Source: Prevention, April 2008

8

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Men’s Club Oyster Roast - March 6, 2008

Musical notes from

Photos courtesy of Lape Smith

Ed
New Life

The Men’s Club held their annual Oyster
Roast on Thursday, March 6 at Kris Rogers’
home.
Their next scheduled meeting will be
Thursday April 3 in the Parish House at 6:30
p.m.
Volunteers are still needed for the coffee
hour in April and May. See Bill Sutton or
Kris Rogers if you’d be willing to help.

Each year we hear about Jesus’ life.
Each year we hear about Jesus’ death.
Each year we hear about Jesus’
resurrection. You’d think the story
would get old, but each year there is
something new, something different.
For example, this year I got to read the
part of the centurion in the Palm/Passion
Sunday Gospel reading. I only had one
line, so I stood and thought about things
from the centurion’s point of view:
“What are these people doing? I’ve
asked around about this guy, and he’s
not your typical criminal. I don’t think
he’s a criminal at all! All I’ve heard is
good...there are rumors of his healing
the sick, making the blind see....I know
this other character, Barabbas....to
release him, and keep Jesus...sometimes
life doesn’t make any sense...” Then I
was asked to sing at the end of Maundy
Thursday, and once again I was struck at
the injustice of killing Jesus...
Howard told us on Friday that
Sunday was comin’, and come it did.
Resurrection Sunday to me means that
with God, there is always hope. With
God, even death is not the final answer.
With God, we can see new life, new
strength, new love, each and every day
of our lives. With God, we can find the
courage to face each day, knowing that
God is always working. Life then is an
adventure, and we can bless those
around us because we have already been
blessed and we know where blessings
abound.
Thank you for all you are to me.
Ed Spencer

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Vestry Highlights Cont.
Continued from Page 4

Christian Education Highlights

commissioned after Easter Sunday.
They are: Elizabeth Treadwell,
Joanne Piazza and Tom Balsley. St.
Thomas' now has 5 Stephen Ministers.
After the commissioning the Ministry
will offer their services to Epiphany and
St. Luke's in Eden. If they are not
needed in Eden, our services will be
offered to small churches and nursing
homes in the area. Brochures will be
distributed to advertise our ministry.
The ministry hopes to augment its group
with new members so that we can
expand this ministry.
Jim McClosky met with the Rev. Dr.
Leon Spencer, Dean of the NC School of
Ministry to discuss adult and children's
education.
Search Committee - Clark Turner
The Search Committee will meet
Sunday, March 30. On Sunday, April 6th
the committee will meet with the Vestry
and Canon Hunn after the 11 AM
service. The senior warden
recommended the Vestry add two
additional members to the Search
Committee, a Men's Club and ECW
representative. The vestry selected
Parker Graham and Bill Sutton.
Old Business
Stewardship Report Request The
vestry approved the request made by
Bill Horsley and Tom Balsley, 2007
Stewardship Co-Chairmen, to make
Stewardship a year round program.
Search Process - It was decided to wait
until the Vestry and Search Committee
meet with Canon Hunn to charge the
Search Committee and select a
chairman. Jeanne Horsley will send a
letter to the congregation updating the
search process after the meeting with
Canon Hunn.
The members of the Search Committee
are: Tom Balsley, Parker Graham,
Bill Horsley, Alex Melchert, Bill
Sutton, Elizabeth Pugh, Marian
Safriet, Clark Turner and Freda
Watt.
10
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Living the Good News (LTGN)
Highlights.....
Because of Palm Sunday and Easter
Day, we haven’t had Sunday School
lessons for the past 2 weeks. BUT, there
are 50 days in the Easter season and
during this time we’re going to explore
the incredible events after Jesus’
Resurrection and have fun making and
baking reminders of this especially
glorious part of the Church year. So get
ready all you adults: on April 6th and
13th , we’ll be using the kitchen oven for
our projects! But don’t worry, you may
even get to eat the “fruit” of our labors:
the Shepherd cookies on the 20th. Here
are the themes for the next 4 weeks:
March 30: Easter Cards (John 20,
the doubting St. Thomas)
April 6: Easter Pendants (Luke 24,
the road to Emmaus)
April 13: Easter Shepherd
Cookies (John 10, “I am the Good
Shepherd”)
April 20: Easter Mansion
Bookmarks (John 14, “In my Father’s
House...”
We invite all newcomers to bring
your children (thru the 5th grade) and
participate in these fun activities. We get
started at 9:45 am every Sunday in the
parish house.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Everybody loves a flag!
We recently enrolled in a Christian
Book Distributors (CBD) flag program
and we will be purchasing a flag every
so often to highlight in a new way the
various seasons of the Christian year.
The first one we bought is the “He is
Risen!” flag which hung in the parish
house during the Easter breakfast and
flew on the Children’s flag pole near the
Columbarium. Please look for it on
Sundays during the Episcopal Easter
season and we hope it will be a blessing
for you. (While not Episcopalian, CBD
is a wonderful online store and a vast
resource for all things Christian. Their
website is www.christianbook.com.)
Vacation Bible School is coming!
The Christian Ed Commission will meet
soon to begin planning for this year’s
VBS. There are several programs we
will be looking at. And, I feel confident
that there will be joyful opportunities
for congregational involvement, both as
leaders and helpers. Please stay tuned as
we begin to make decisions about “St.
Thomas VBS 2008".
With much love,
Jim McCloskey,
Sunday School Superintendent

New Phone System

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...
DATE

Please note the following extensions for the new St.
Thomas phone system. After regular church office hours you
may dial these extensions to go directly to the person or area
you need.

SERVICE

ATTENDANCE

March 2
Fourth Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

19
75

March 9
Fifth Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

15
66

March 16
Sunday of the Passion

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

17
65

Kitchen - Ext. 105

6:30 p.m.

30

Day School - Ext. 106

March 20
Maundy Thursday

Church Secretary - Jenny Wilkins - Ext. 101
Rector - Howard Backus - Ext. 102
Vestry Room - Ext. 103
Choir Room - Ed Spencer - Ext. 104

Treasurer - Richard Piazza - Ext. 208

March 21
Good Friday Liturgy

11:00 a.m.

18

March 23
Easter

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

29
113

“Fill The Tub” Outreach
Please help us reach out to others in our community by
donating non-perishable items for the Reidsville Outreach
Center. Items needed for April are:

In Memory
Please pray for the repose of the
soul of

Joel Foster
March 26, 2008
Son of Joe Foster
Please keep Joe & Priscilla
in your prayers.
May light perpetual shine upon him.

Canned vegetables,
Cereal,
Dried Beans,
Boost
The tub is located in the narthex of the
church. Thank you for your help with
this vital ministry!

Thank You!!!
Many thanks to the Men's club, especially Bill Sutton,
Tom Balsley and Kris Rogers, who provided lawn care for
the rectory.

Pledge Report

February 2008 Year To Date
$ 11,456.11

$ 20,217.57

Total Operations Expenses $ 11,568.21

$ 21,994.61

Total Revenue

Difference

-$

112.10

- $ 1,777.04

A Stephen Minister can be there for someone who's in the
midst of a life challenge so they don't have to walk
through the valley alone.
On April 6th, three new Stephen Ministers will be
commissioned at St. Thomas. They are Elizabeth Treadwell,
Joanne Piazza, and Tom Balsley. They have completed the
required 50 hours of training and are available to assist you in
your time of need. We now have five Stephen Ministers at St.
Thomas and we will offer our services to other churches if
needed.
Give us a call. When you’re ready to talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to listen.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Interim Rector
The Rev. Dr. Howard G. Backus
349-3511, Ext. 102
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org

• Acolyte Coordinator

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046

• ECW
Parker Graham 349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com
• Men’s Club
Kris Rogers 342-0284
krisrogers@bellsouth.net
Bill Sutton 342-5684

• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org

• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Treasurer
Richard Piazza
349-3511, Ext. 208
rjpiazza@bellsouth.net

• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284

• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Sextons

• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
hambones@netmcr.com

• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Stephanie Wood (2007-2008)

WANTED!!!

• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511

