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Interim Rector’s Report

hat then is Apollos? What is
Paul? Servants through
whom you believed, as the
Lord assigned to each. I
planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the
growth. So neither he who plants nor he
who waters is anything, but God only
who gives the growth. He who
plants and he who waters are
equal, and each shall receive his
wages according to his labor.
For we are God's fellow
workers; you are God's field,
God's building.” (1st
Corinthians 3:5-9).

Much has been said and even proposed
about my staying on by increasing my time
as Interim Rector, or my being considered
for an even more extended period of time.
However, this may not be the best for the
parish. We are ready to move on. This
is a perfect time for the Vestry and
Search Committee to look for a
new Rector who can be with you
for several years to come, and
one chosen to be responsive to
the work done by the parish in
their consideration for the new
Rector.

In very many ways, my
work as Interim Rector is
entering completion. The search
committee is being launched and
the parish profile is completed. The
Transition Team will continue to work, with
the objective being, preparing for the new
Rector.

I am humbled by the desire
for me to stay. This affirms my
own style of ministry, and it also
says that my work as a first time
Interim Rector has been productive.
This is very gratifying. I will never
forget this parish and the people in it. What
a wonderful parish and what a beautiful
example of Christian community.

The Search Committee will work with
the Vestry and with a Diocesan
representative for a smooth transition from
the Interim Rector toward the goal of
finding the next Rector for St. Thomas.
When we had our first Transitional Team
Event, it was so exciting to see all of you
stand with the picture of the priest who was
Rector when you came to St. Thomas. This
week we read the burial office for Mrs.
Emily Giles who was 104. That leaves
Josephine Irvin at 101 as the oldest
surviving member of St. Thomas. I do not
know who the rector was when they came to
St. Thomas, but you can be sure they saw
many of us come and go.

My desire for the next two months is to
work with the Vestry, particularly focusing
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How Can I Become a Member of St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church?

on membership. This will be looking at
(1) new members and how to
incorporate them into the life of the
parish, (2) developing a current
membership list with status of members
and, (3) responding to specific current
needs of members.

The first step in becoming a member of the Episcopal Church is Holy Baptism.
If you have not been baptized talk with the Rector (your priest) for more
information, instruction and arrangements for baptism. Upon your baptism in
the Episcopal Church you are recorded in the church registry and are considered a
member of the Christian Church. Your particular membership as a Christian will be
recorded in the church registry. This register contains all who desire to be affiliated
with St. Thomas, even if you were baptized in another church or denomination. If
you have moved here from another church you need to let the office know for that
May our Lenten Season continue to recording in the parish register. This is done by a letter of transfer. The office can
be a blessing for us and our relationship handle transfers for you.
with God grow stronger. Easter people
are grateful people. You are an Easter
If you have already been baptized and come from another denomination or
people. Continue to bless the Lord and communion you do not need to be re-baptized to become a member of an Episcopal
be a blessing to others, so that, the world church. The Episcopal Church recognizes all Christian baptisms. By request you
may feel God's blessedness.
can arrange for your name to be recorded in our church registry and you are then
considered a baptized member at St. Thomas'.
HGB+
Confirmation is the next stage of membership. To be an Episcopal Christian is to
be confirmed or received by the Bishop. The word “Episcopal” means “bishop”. It
is expected that all baptized persons be confirmed, that is, be received by an
Maundy Thursday
Episcopal bishop at a special service of Confirmation. Our next Confirmation
6:30 p.m. Simple Meal (Bread & Soup),
Service will be on November 23, 2008. The Rt. Reverend Michael Curry, our
Eucharist in the Parish House
7:45 p.m. Stripping of the Altar (Church) Diocesan Bishop, will preside.

Holy Week

Good Friday Liturgy - 11:00 a.m.
Stations of the Cross - 12:00 p.m.
Downtown and at St. Thomas’
Easter
8:30 a.m. Early Service
9:30 a.m. Easter Breakfast
11:00 a.m. Family Service

If you have already been confirmed then you need only request a Letter of
Transfer from your last church to St. Thomas’. This is done through the parish
office. If you are not sure that your membership has been transferred to St.
Thomas’, or if you want to request a Letter of Transfer please call the Church
office (349-3511).
HGB+

Thank You!!!
Some years ago I read a story called "Who You Are Makes
a Difference" in a book called Chicken Soup for the Soul. I
loved that story. It had a great and deep meaning for me
because it encouraged people to believe in one self and in
others.
Then, some time later, I read another book in which they
talked about making the difference in other people's lives and
then I heard somebody talking about "making a difference".
Either one leads to the same point and many people could
spend long oral or written dissertation on this topic trying to
make others believe it, feel it and truly understand it.
Whenever I have read or heard those stories, I have been
able to feel it very deep inside me because I already believe in
it and understand it, because some people have made a
difference in my life and who they are really makes a
difference. They are those kinds of people that change other
Continued on Page 8...
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“Mi carro” courtesy of Carlos Valencia

www.StThomasReidsville.org

She might be Katherine the Great
by Don Gwarek
Every Sunday when we say our
prayers of the people, we ask God’s
blessing on Katherine, our presiding
Bishop. Episcopalians know her to be
our Primate, a chief among equals. The
boss. She is the first woman ever to
have reached that lofty position in all of
the world’s Anglican communion. You
have to admit, that is pretty impressive.
I’m sure you want to know more about
her, so let’s find out just who is this lady
anyway?
At the 2006 General Convention of
the Episcopal Church, held in
Columbus, Ohio, history was made
when Katherine Jefferts Schori was
elected to be the 26th Presiding Bishop
of the Episcopal Church. The Rt. Rev.
Schori, then Bishop of Nevada, was one
of seven nominees to be considered for
the post. She was elected on the fifth
ballot with 95 of the 188 ballots cast.
Her term of office will be for nine years.
Considering that she became a priest
in 1994, Bishop of Nevada in 2001, and
Primate in 2006, she must be something
special.
Beyond any doubt, she is.
So let’s get to know her. The Rt. Rev.
Katherine was born in Pensacola,
Florida on the 26th of March, 1954.
Raised in the Roman Catholic Church,
Katherine was introduced to the
Episcopal Church in 1963. She is
married to Richard Miles Schori, a
retired topologist, which is a fancy name
for a theoretical mathematician. They
met when Richard was a professor at
Oregon State and Katherine was a
graduate student. They have an adult
daughter who is a AWAC pilot with the
US Air Force. Oh by the way, mama is
also an active, instrument-rated pilot
with over 500 hours logged. She flew
her single engine Cessna to the outlying
parishes of her Nevada diocese.
And did I tell you that she is smart?
Oi vey, is she smart.

After finishing high school in New
Jersey she earned a BS in Biology from
Stanford, a MS in Oceanography and a
Ph.D in Oceanography from Oregon
State where she also served as a visiting
scientist at Oregon State’s Department
of Oceanography, a oceanographer with
the National Marine Fisheries service in
Seattle, Washington, and a visiting
assistant professor of religious studies at
Oregon State.

This is what the Rt. Rev. Katherine
Jefferts-Schori has to say on these
matters.

“It is my sense that Jesus invited
everybody to the table, to the great feast,
and that for us to say that some people
are not fit to come to that feast is not our
task.” She also said, “There will be no
outcasts in this church, whether because
of sexual orientation or theological
perspective. God has given us to each
The Rt. Rev. Jefferts-Schori other, to love and to learn from each
recognized a higher calling and in 1994 other. May God bless each and every
she earned a Master of Divinity from part of this body.”
The Church Divinity School of the
Pacific and was ordained a deacon and
She goes on to say, “I have a passion
priest of the Episcopal Church that same for mission, for the ways we can help to
year.
create a world that looks more like
God’s dream – a world where the
After ordination, Katherine served hungry are fed, the ill are healed, the
as assistant rector at the Church of the naked clothed, the homeless housed, all
Good Samaritan and dean of the Good have meaningful work, and no one goes
Samaritan School of Theology in to war any more.”
Cornvallis, Oregon where she
ministered to the Hispanic community.
In an interview with Russ Mitchell of
Did I mention that she also speaks CBS, The Rt. Rev. Jefferts-Schori was
Spanish fluently? And when she has a asked if she cares what other churches in
little time on her hands, the Rt. Rev the Anglican Communion think.
Jefferts-Schori writes and publishes “ A b s o l u t e l y , ” s h e a n s w e r e d .
numerous papers and sermons. Hey, “Absolutely and I think our most recent
what can I tell you. This girl does it all.
general convention was very clear about
the fact that we are very concerned
But you are probably thinking, a lot about our membership in the Anglican
of our church leaders are smart. Just communion and our relationships with
what is that extra something that made other parts of the Anglican community.”
the bishops, priests, deacons and lay
people at the convention feel that she
She also said, “We take every
was the best choice for the job of opportunity that God sets in front of us
Prelate, a position where she would be to define ourselves and yet continue to
the spokesperson for roughly 2.3 engage the rest of the communion.”
million Episcopalians? What makes
her so special?
There is no doubt in my mind that the
convention delegates made a wise
Her Nevada congregants think of her choice by electing The Rt. Rev.
as a healer. In view of the challenges Katherine Jefferts-Schori as our
and uncertain times that the church presiding Bishop. She is brilliant and
faces, maybe a healer is what we need. talented and will be a great leader for our
Many churches still have issues with the church although she will face many
ordination of women, homosexuality, challenges in the years to come.
the ordination of gay clergy, and same
sex marriage.
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Vestry Highlights from Dot Reilly, Vestry Clerk
Meeting date: February 18, 2008

current needs of members.

Steve Worth gave the Financial Report Howard is currently teaching two
and the January 2008 Treasurer's Report Lenten programs: Sunday morning at
was accepted by the Vestry.
9:45AM in the Parish House, the Book
of Job, and on Wednesday evenings a
Episcopal Day School Report
Lenten Journey of Connecting the Dots.
Christopher Wood presented to the
Vestry a proposal to add a 2-Year Old
Program to the Day School. He stated
that in recent years, enrollment has
steadily declined despite the support of
the church members, vestry and
teachers. During this school year there
have been many discussions with
parents, teachers and the EDS Board
about developing a two-year program to
help bolster enrollment. The 2-year
olds would attend twice a week from
9AM to 12 noon. A motion was passed
by the Vestry to support the 2-Year Old
Program as proposed by the EDS Board.
Martha Balsley reported the Day
School's finances are very good due to
very generous gifts. A new sign has
been purchased to promote fall
registration for the 2008 - 2009 school
year.
Interim Rector's Report
Howard Backus reported that his work
as Interim Rector is nearing completion.
The Search Committee is being
launched and the Parish Profile is
complete. The Transition Team will
continue to work, with the objective of
preparing for the new Rector. The
Search Committee will work with the
Ve s t r y a n d w i t h a D i o c e s a n
representative for a smooth transition
from the Interim Rector to our next
Rector.

is presenting a Lenten Journey of
Connecting the Dots. The evening
program is an attempt to summarize all
that we have been doing over the past
transition year. Evening Prayer starts
5:30 PM, Dinner at 6 PM, and Program
at 6:30 PM.

Outreach John Pugh is compiling a
list of all St. Thomas' outreach programs
Received a letter dated 12/27/07 from and will be evaluating each one by its
Ginny Amendum, Pres. of Thompson mission, beneficiaries, resources
Child and Family Focus, thanking St. required and degree of success.
Thomas for a gift of $359.50. She also
received thank you notes from the Spiritual Growth and Christian
Education Don Gwarek reported four
families we helped at Christmas.
shawls have been distributed.
Jeanne will attend the 2008 Wardens Communion is being taken to shut-ins.
th
Retreat on Saturday, April 5 at Grace Joanne Piazza, Elizabeth Treadwell
Church in Lexington. Vestry members and Tom Balsley will be graduating in
March from the Stephens Ministry
are invited to attend.
The Rockingham County Headstart training. St. Thomas' will have a total of
Program will present St. Thomas' an 5 trained Stephens Ministers.
award at its annual state conference in
April for providing Thanksgiving meals
to headstart families. Jeanne asked Old Business
Tom Balsley to accept this award on
The Vestry is currently selecting
behalf of St. Thomas'.
members to serve on the Search
The audits for 2003, 2004, 2005 and Committee.
2006 were mailed to the Diocese
Clark Turner will serve as the Vestry
Wednesday, February 20th.
liaison.
Junior Warden's Report
Senior Warden's Report.

Tom Ham reported the interior painting New Business
is finished except for a few touchups.
The Picasso lithograph donated by The Parochial Report for 2007 is
Lionel Cooke has been hung in the complete and ready to mail.
Pipkin Parlor. A dedication will be
scheduled. A committee to access
The Vestry has appointed the
renovations, repairs and improvements
following people to serve on the
to the rectory will report at the next
Search Committee:
Vestry meeting.
This committee
includes Kris Rogers, Laura Felts,
Tom Balsley
Donna Van Ness and Jeanne Horsley.
Bill Horsley
During the next two months he will
Alex Melchert
work with the Vestry, focusing on Commission Reports
Elisabeth Pugh
membership. This will (1) look at new
Marian Safriet
members and how to incorporate them Membership/Parish Life
Martha
Clark Turner
into the life of the parish, (2) develop a Balsley The first Wednesday Lenten
Freda Watt
current membership list with status of Supper was a success, with 38 in
members and, (3) respond to specific attendance. The Rev. Howard Backus
Please keep them in your prayers.
4
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Episcopal Day School Preschool
We are moving right along with our
alphabet in preschool. We also continue
focusing on a
different shape and
color each month
and reviewing our
numbers every day.
In February we
covered letters Pp, Qq, Rr, and Ss. “Pp”
week was especially fun because we had
“pajama day” and everyone got to wear
their pajamas to school and eat pancakes
at snack time - yum! yum! Qq week
covered the words quick and quiet. We
talked about which animals are quick,
which are quiet and which are both. We
also painted a letter “Q” with Q-tips.
We talked about the color red during

“Rr” week which was appropriate for
Valentine’s Day. After having a snow
day on Valentine’s we finally had our
party on the following Monday. During
“Ss” week we talked about spiders and
sharks. We made some spider necklaces
and included some string painting.

WE NEED YOU.....to read to us!
During the month of March (starting
3/3 through 3/19) we would like to have
special visitors come in and read a book
to our class. You can pick the book of
your choice and read it to the class or the
teachers can pick a book for you. (Or, if
you’re a storyteller, you can skip the
We are privileged to have a student book.) If you are interested, please sign
intern helping us in the preschool class up on the calendar in the back of the
for the next few weeks. Amanda church. If the time available is not
Gilmore has joined us to help out for convenient and you’d still like to come,
over an hour each day. We are glad to give us a call and we’ll work out a time.
have her and the kids enjoy their new Hope to see you soon!
friend, also. Amanda is a senior at
Reidsville High School. Welcome,
Registration packets for the
Amanda.
school year 2008-2009 are

available in the office.

March’s Health Tip
It's been
on Oprah, so
m a y b e
y o u ' v e
heard. If we
could only
take one
vitamin a
d a y , i t
should be
vitamin D.
T h i s
compound is
necessary for overall good health.
Many Americans are suffering from a
vitamin D deficiency-- especially older
citizens. By the end of winter, many
children have low vitamin D levels as
well.
It's not called the sunshine vitamin
for nothing. Ironically, we are often
warned about the bad effects of
sunbathing. Too much sun exposure
can result in premature aging and skin
cancer. However, five to ten minutes of
sun exposure on the hands and face at
least three or four times a week is a very
good thing. Our skin makes vitamin D
and requires sun exposure to do so. The
skin produces the exact amount of D

that the body needs. However, too much
vitamin D can be toxic. One should not
take supplements over 2000 IU per day.
Every cell in the body requires D to
work effectively. Additionally, as
vitamin D circulates throughout the
body, tissues use it as a hormone that has
cancer-preventing properties.
Numerous studies have shown that
moderate exposure to sunlight helps
prevent cancers of the colon, breast,
prostate, and lung.
Research shows that vitamin D is
essential for strong bones It also helps
prevent osteoarthritis. The Framingham
Heart Study that has been following
people for fifty years found that people
with a low intake of D had "an increased
risk of progressive osteoarthritis of the
knee." These people were three times
more likely to have their osteoarthritis
progress than those with high levels of
vitamin D.
Calcium supplements without
vitamin D are not easily absorbed by the
body. Look for formulas that include
vitamin D3 and magnesium to
guarantee that your system is actually
able to use the calcium to build bones.
Luckily, most dairy products are
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fortified with vitamin D.
There is a relationship between
vitamin D and diabetes. Solid evidence
leads to the conclusion that a D
deficiency leads to glucose intolerance
in animal models and humans.
Although it hasn't been proven that
enough vitamin D will prevent diabetes,
low levels of it make it harder for the
body to produce and secrete insulin.
Source: Best Choices from the People's
Pharmacy, Joe and Terry Graedon

“Fill The Tub” Outreach
Please help us reach out to others in our
community by donating non-perishable
items for the Reidsville Outreach
Center. Items needed for March are:

Canned
vegetables,
Cereal,
Macaroni &
Cheese, Boost

The tub is located in the narthex of the
church. Thank you for your help with
this vital ministry!
5

Notes and thoughts from the 192nd Diocesan Convention, January 18-19, 2008
Greetings from your delegates Bob
Lee Watt and Bill Sutton. We would
like to thank the Vestry and the parish
for having confidence in us and
allowing us to represent you. We are
humbled. The convention is always
exciting and we encourage you, if you
have never participated in a convention,
to please volunteer. It is an experience
that you will treasure from both a
learning and spiritual perspective.

Botswana;
! We continue to support the farm
workers ministry in Newton Grove,
N.C.;
! We confront racism through training
events and seminars;
! We support Hispanic ministries and
Hispanic parishes;
! We are called to “Radical Hospitality”.

In keeping with the theme so
passionately stated by Bishop Curry,
There is no doubt that the highlight that of creating a truly new church, one
of the convention was Bishop Curry’s for all God’s people, there were several
inspirational and charismatic address! resolutions proposed and adopted by
The Bishop’s oratorical skills and large majorities. The Episcopal Church
spiritual message are always moving and our Diocese have always been in the
and can bring one to action and forefront of social issues and social
involvement in the activities of the justice - this convention was no
Diocese. We can certainly be proud of exception. All the delegates did not
our Bishop and the leadership he brings agree on everything, but as Bishop
to us. The heart of the pastoral address Curry observed, we debated in a Jesuswas taken from John 12:20-23, 31-32, like manner, showing respect for all
“Now is the judgment of this world; now views and growing spiritually as a
the ruler of this world will be driven out. result.
And I, when I am lifted up from the earth,
The first resolution addressed was
will draw all people to myself.” Bishop
Curry stressed that we as the Episcopal concerning the issue of immigration.
Church in this Diocese should not be To summarize, this resolution did not
about revival but about creating a NEW say that we as a nation should not protect
CHURCH. A revival only tries to our borders but that we should pursue
stimulate the old but the NEW immigration reform in a compassionate
In fact, enforcement of
CHURCH will reflect the make up of manner.
our communities. In Bishop Curry’s national borders and immigration policy
words, God’s deep desire and dream, should be proportional and humane.
His plan and mission is to include all “While our diocese continues to pursue
within the embrace of those arms that the means of better serving the pastoral
were stretched out on the hard wood of and sacramental needs of our newest
the cross. The Bishop reminded us that neighbors, we must also better
the Diocese of North Carolina dates understand the issues of immigration
back to 1817 and in 2017 we will be and support public policy changes that
th
celebrating our 200 birthday. Bishop a d d r e s s t h e s e c o m p l e x i t i e s
Curry wants to see the NEW CHURCH comprehensively.”
in place by that time.
The second resolution of interest
Bishop Marble also addressed the was that of the “inclusion of all persons
convention and stressed that we are here regardless of sexual orientation as full
to carry out a SOCIAL MESSAGE. and equal participants in the life of
Some ways that we are accomplishing Christ’s church.” The resolution urged
that the Bishop of New Hampshire be
this are:
extended an invitation to full
! We have established a companion p a r t i c i p a t i o n a t t h e L a m b e t h
diocese relationship with the Diocese of Conference of 2008. The resolution
6

www.StThomasReidsville.org

also encouraged the General
Convention to call for the development
of public liturgies for the blessing of
same sex unions.
The other social conscious
resolution was one to urge all parishes to
conduct an energy efficiency audit. Our
parish will need to report the results
rd
prior to the 193 convention.
A highlight of the convention was
the signing of the Proclamation creating
a companion relationship with the
Diocese of Botswana. Our honored
guest was the Bishop of Botswana, The
Rt. Rev. Musonda Trevor Mwamba.
Our new relationship with Botswana
offers opportunities for missions and the
sharing of cultures. It’s good to note
that the Rt. Rev. Mwamba supports our
position on the inclusion of all God’s
people. Thanks be to God.
These were the highlights and
spiritual events of the 192nd Diocesan
Convention. It goes without saying that
we, as your delegates, will be happy to
discuss any aspects of this meeting with
you in more detail.
Thanks again for allowing us to be
your delegates.
Peace to you through our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

Spring Flea & Bake Sale

Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

It’s that time of the year again when
we need to start thinking about the
ECW Spring Flea and Bake Sale.
This year’s date is Saturday, April 5th
and we have decided to change the
hours this year to 7:30 am through 11:30
am because there is very little activity
after 11:30. We are planning to ask the
Men’s Club if they would like to offer
sausage biscuits and coffee for sale in
the kitchen as an added attraction.
Please start collecting items for the
sale and it will help so much if you can
add a price tag to your items. We
suggest that you keep your items priced
under $5, unless you have large items
and we will be glad to help with
determining how to price anything in
that category. The idea is to SELL and
not have a lot left over at the end of the
sale. Your home-made goodies for the
bake sale are always appreciated, so
start thinking about what you can make.
We would like to have cakes, pies,
Many thanks to all who helped make Club would especially like to express
cookies, breads and whatever else your
our Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper a their thanks to Jeff & Kate North and
specialty is.
tremendous success. This year 235 the 4-H Center for their special
meals were served - one of the largest assistance.
If you have a large item, such as a
turnouts in recent years. The Men’s
piece of furniture, and need help getting
it to church, contact Parker Graham or
Joanne Piazza. We will be accepting
your "treasures" staring Friday, April
4th at noon. Remember to price your
"goodies".
Dot Reilly and I will be organizing
the advertising and work list in the
coming month. Please let us know if
you will be available to help out with
this event and what you would like to
work on.
Joanne Piazza, co-chair.

Men’s Club
The next Men’s Club meeting will
be Thursday, March 6 at 6:00 p.m. This
will be their annual Oyster Roast held
at Kris Rogers’ home. See Kris for
directions or for more information.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Thank You!!!

Thoughts on Stewardship

Continued from Page 2

people's lives and they don't even realize
about it. I have always called those
people "angels" because they really are.
I could mention many people that
have played a special and outstanding
role in my life since I was a little boy;
people that are a piece of sand in the
beach of my life. Today I want to
mention persons that I have met in the
US and that are part of my heart now;
people that have made and continue
making a difference in my life: my dear
Dot Ferneyhough, Mr. Richard and
Mary Ann Austin, Mrs. Laura,
Donna and all of you, my dear family in
the St. Thomas Episcopal Church.
But wait, because my story is just
beginning: somebody told me that I am
the first VIF teacher that comes to this
country and does not get a car soon after
arrived to this country and let me tell
you that it is for several reasons: one, I
could not afford to buy or lease one, and
two, I have no idea about driving. So,
what did I do all these months since last
August? I smiled to my friends and
roommates Liliana and Kareen and
they took me to school and back home
every day.
But it is over!! Now I have a car. It is
a beautiful Peugeot SW 1989, model
505 that Mr. and Mrs. Jan and Grace
Moffitt gave to me through St. Thomas
church. Can you believe it? Well, I still
don't. How come I am driving a car? The
first car that I have in my life! My mom,
dad and brothers cannot believe it either,
my wife is still shocked and I feel like
walking on clouds.
I have not had the chance to meet Mr.
and Mrs. Moffitt yet, but I would like to
tell them in person how grateful I feel
and let them know that they have made a
difference in my life, that who they are
makes a difference and that they are part
of that army of angels that God has sent
to this world to make the difference.
Thank you, thank you and thank you.
All my love for you all,

Martha and I were quite fortunate to
have been able to spend two weeks in
February visiting friends and
vacationing on the Big Island of Hawaii.
Always whenever you take a trip, there
are spontaneous moments that are
meaningful. Two such points in time
during our excursion were our visits to
Christ Church Episcopal in Kona for
their Ash Wednesday and Sunday
morning services. It is the oldest
Episcopal Church in Hawaii, having
been established in 1867. The Ash
Wednesday service was held in their
beautiful, but tiny sanctuary. However,
the Sunday service was held in their
newly built Community Building. This
multi-purpose structure serves not only
as their parish hall and place for Sunday
worship but also a meeting place for
many non-profit and community
groups. Given the year-round tropical
climate, it is appropriately open to the
beautiful outdoor surroundings. Some
of the braver birds even hopped around
us during the service. We never thought
we would ever see an Episcopal Church
with prompting screens, but the entire
service - songs, readings, prayers, Rite
II Eucharist - were done on a powerpoint presentation on two plasma TV
displays. I will have to say that in that
setting it was especially effective, no
books to juggle and helpful for one who
has never attended a church of our
denomination. Also we were impressed
by the diversity of the congregation -

Hawaiian, Asian, black, white, young,
and old(er). Because the custom in
Hawaii is to remove your shoes before
entering another's house, the Priest,
Carol, lay reader, and acolyte were
barefooted. And too, the doxology was
sung in Hawaiian (very beautiful).
Their website
www.christchurchkona.com/aloha.htm
As we are in the season of Lent and each
Sunday recite the Decalogue, I thought I
would share with you the ten Hawaiian
rules/commandments/beliefs that I
found on a poster while there.

·Never judge a day by the weather
·The best things in life aren't things
·Tell the truth - There's less to
remember
· Speak softly and wear a loud shirt
· Goals are deceptive - The unaimed
arrow never misses
· He who dies with the most toys
Still dies
· Age is relative - When you're over
the hill you pick up speed
· There are 2 ways to be rich - Make
more or desire less
· Beauty is internal - Looks mean
nothing
· No rain - No rainbows
Tom Balsley

Carlos Valencia

Christ Church Community Building
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Martha, Tom, and the Rev. Carol Arney

ECW Renewal Retreat
The ECW Renewal Retreat was a
great success. The Rev. Sealy Cross
led a day filled with learning, worship
and meditation. Twenty-seven ladies
filled the living room at the Penn Civic
Center. Some visitors joined with the
members of the ECW, making the day
ecumenical.
Rev. Cross introduced the group to
the history of the Anglican Prayer Beads
and how they were formed. Each lady
had the opportunity to make her own set
of Anglican Prayer Beads thanks to the
preparation of Parker Graham and
Suzanne Howard in procuring both
beads and crosses. The ladies agreed
the use of the prayer beads would
enhance their prayer life during lent and
in the future.

We have extra beads, crosses, and
stringing material, plus instructions for
making prayer beads. Anyone who
would like to make a set please contact
Parker Graham or Laura Felts. We
will try to find a Sunday after church for
those interested.)
Rev. Sealy Cross is the Vicar at The
Church of the Ascension at Fork in
Advance, NC. She is the former
Associate Rector at St. Timothy's
Episcopal Church where she served
with our Interim Priest, Howard
Backus.

Musical notes from

Ed
Sonset and Sonrise
“And there was evening and there
was morning, the first day.” These
words are near the beginning of the
Bible, at the end of God’s first recorded
“sorting out” of the elements of
creation. It is as though the day was not
complete until the night was finished.
I have noticed that each day, there is
more daylight and less darkness than
before. Some days feel like springtime,
but I know that the nights still bring the
possibility of snow and ice. It is not
really spring until winter is finished.
In church, we hear stories about
sinfulness and forgiveness from sin;
darkness and light; death and new life.
We hear about Jesus, his teachings, his
miracles. We will go in a few weeks into
the dark days of Holy Week, when the
light of Jesus’ life seemed gone. But
then came the Resurrection, and with it
the hope and joy that we enjoy at Easter
and beyond.
Human history has been a motley
assortment of evil and good, defeats and
victories, wrongs and rights, mixed in
with things which are “just life”. Many
have suffered in the past; many are still
suffering, and many will suffer in the
future.
But there has also been
redemption, release, and new life. Pain
and hate are strong, but God’s strength
and love are stronger. My hope is that
our story will not be finished until God
writes the final word. And I believe it
will be glorious.
Thank you for all you are to me.
Ed Spencer

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Scout Troop 738 Fundraiser
Boy Scout Troop 738 (sponsored by
St. Thomas) cooked a Brunswick Stew
on Friday night, Feb. 15th, to raise funds
for the Troop’s 2008 scouting program.
This will include a portion of the
expenses for each Scout to attend
summer camp.
Our thanks go to Reggie King and
Eddie Tuttle of Troop 714 (First Baptist
Church) who supervised preparation of
the stew. We would also like to thank
Troop 714 for the use of their stew pots.

Boy Scout Sunday
Troop 738 will be celebrating
Scout Sunday at St. Thomas on
Sunday, March 30, 2008. There will
be a covered dish luncheon following
the 11:00AM Service in the Parish Hall.
All Scouts, Parents, Leaders and
Friends of Scouting are invited to
attend. It will also be the 41st birthday
of Troop 738. The Church is also
dedicating the Memorial Bench in front
of the New Building in memory of Dr.
John ‘Bigfoot’ Wagoner, one of Troop
738’s Eagle Scouts.

Christian Education Highlights
I thought for this month I’d show all
of you the main classroom bulletin
board. There are a number of posters on
display and various artwork projects the
kids have done in support of the Gospel
lessons.
There are 2 store bought posters on
the left side of the bulletin board. One
shows the Gospel “Fruits of the Spirit”
and underneath is our birthday poster.
Beginning on the upper left of the
board is the (now) famous “What can
you do with faith? With faith you can do
anything!” word game project, with a
fish bookmark associated with the
Gospel lesson “I’ll make you fishers of
men.” Next to that is the stunning image
of the little girl alone with the crucified
Jesus and the 3 wise men following
Jesus’ star as if traveling in a spotlight. A
white dove descending upon Jesus was
formed from pipe cleaners. Next to that
is another word game project with the
message “God has sent us Jesus so we
can have a new life.” Just above that is
children’s’Epiphany Stars poster.

Across the bottom, beginning on the
left are 4 images from the temptation
lessons: 2 are depictions of the Garden
Of Eden, one is of the Cherubim, with
his flaming sword, guarding the way to
the tree of life. The last is a painting of
Jesus’ forty days in the wilderness. How
desolate is the land, how alone he
seems, how much it hurts and how
tightly his hands are clinched. And,
lastly, is a bible verse poster of John
3:16 we recently made.
It’s probably hard to see in a
newsletter, so just come on by the room
and see everything up close!
Christian Ed needs some photos!
We’re starting a photo album of
children’s faces and if you have a
picture or two you’d like to donate,
please let us know. We can make copies
of any cherished photos!
Jim McCloskey,
Sunday School Superintendent

Stitches of Love
We have given away 10 shawls or lap
robes so far this year.
Stitches of Love - A Yarn Ministry
meets in the Pipkin Parlor the second
and fourth Tuesday evenings at 7:00
p.m. For more information or if you
have someone who would like to have a
prayer shawl or lap robe, please see
Parker Graham.

Corrections: Contributors
Please note the following changes to
the list of St. Thomas’ contributors
published in last month’s newsletter.
Mr. & Mrs. Don Gwarek
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Dalton
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In Memory

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...

Please pray for the repose of the
souls of

Joseph Michael Lackey
February 7, 2008
DATE

SERVICE

Mrs. Emily Giles

ATTENDANCE

February 3
8:30 a.m.
Last Sunday after Epiphany 11:00 a.m.

17
57

February 6
Ash Wednesday

12:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

19
26

February 10
First Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

26
62

February 17
Second Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

23
66

February 24
Third Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

19
74

February 17, 2008
May light perpetual shine upon them.

Parish Register
To keep your directory up-to-date,
please make note of this change:
Joe & Priscilla Foster
121 Raven Hill Way
Piedmont, SC 29673
864-269-2730

ish
Par
r
iste
Re g

Lenten Suppers & Program

A Stephen Minister can be there for someone who's in the
midst of a life challenge so they don't have to walk
through the valley alone.
March 5
The Rogers & The Johnsons
Menu TBA

March 12
The Melcherts & ???
Please see Martha Balsley if you w ould be
willing to help with dinner on this date

Pledge Report
January 2008

Year To Date

$ 7,325.00

$ 7,325.00

Total Operations Expenses $ 10,426.40

$ 10,426.40

Total Revenue

Difference

- $ 3,101.40 - $ 3,101.40

From time to time we all have problems. Most of the time
they are small and don’t give us much grief. But sometimes
life deals us a whopper . . . something major like a life
threatening illness, loss of a loved one, loss of a job . . . you get
the picture . . .one where we feel our hearts are going to break
any minute. You need someone to talk to. Don’t try to handle
it alone. A Stephen minister can help. And don’t be afraid that
we are going to blab your business. Stephen ministers are
sworn to confidentiality.
Give us a call.
When you’re ready to talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to listen.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Interim Rector
The Rev. Dr. Howard G. Backus
349-3511, Ext. 102
rector@stthomasreidsville.org
• Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
349-3511, Ext. 104
music@stthomasreidsville.org

• Acolyte Coordinator

• Youth Leader
Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org
• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046

• ECW
Parker Graham 349-1882
pgraham1@triad.rr.com
• Men’s Club
Kris Rogers 342-0284
krisrogers@bellsouth.net
Bill Sutton 342-5684

• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511, Ext. 101
office@stthomasreidsville.org

• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Treasurer
Richard Piazza
349-3511, Ext. 208
rjpiazza@bellsouth.net

• Nursery Coordinator
Anne Rogers 342-0284

• Usher & Greeters Coordinator
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Pledge Treasurer
Steve Worth 349-7538

• Sextons

• Librarian
Susan Bullock 616-1029
hambones@netmcr.com

• Webmaster
John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

Carol Pruitt 349-3511
Joanne Piazza 349-3511
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Stephanie Wood (2007-2008)

WANTED!!!

• Sunday School Superintendent
Jim McCloskey 349-3354
jimmccloskey@adams-electric.com

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511

