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God, by the leading of a star you

manifested your only Son to the peoples of
the earth: Lead us, who know you now by
faith, to your presence, where we may see
your glory face to
face; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who
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Bloodmobile - December 1, 2007
Photos courtesy of Jeanne Horsley

More pictures from our December 1 Bloodmobile on page 10.

2

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Happy New Year!
by Don Gwarek
would bring bad luck. A unique custom
there is called the Mari Lwyd or Grey
Mare. A horse’s skull with false eyes
and ears, covered with a white sheet
festooned with ribbons, reins and bells,
is stuck on a pole and carried from door
to door by a group of people. When the
door is opened a battle of verse and
Okay! Enough with the mushy stuff insults, recited in Welch, ensues and the
Mari Lwyd cannot enter the house until
already.
the battle is won. Needless to say there
So how did you celebrate New Years are some imbibing of alcoholic spirits
Eve? Did you get together with some here as well. In Cracow, Poland
friends, do a little dancing and have a revelers gather in front of St. Mary’s
glass of champagne at the stroke of church to hear the church fireman play
twelve followed up by a round of hugs, his bugle at midnight. Fireworks and
handshakes and kisses? Maybe you put toasting follow with of course lots of
on a gaily colored hat and blew a paper hugging and kissing.
horn or twirled a noisemaker. Or maybe
Y’know, the same type of festivities
you just stayed at home sitting in front of
the television, sharing the excitement of have been celebrated by peoples all over
the revelers in Times Square, waiting to the world for thousands of years. They
watch the ball drop. Of course if you are partied at different times of the year but
my age, you went to bed early and it was basically for the same reason. For
watched reruns of the festivities on the instance in ancient Babylon, the people
TV in the morning. But however you celebrated in the springtime when new
celebrated ushering in the New Year, crops appeared. The king was stripped
you were one of millions of people of his clothes and banished while the
around the world that did almost the citizens went crazy for 11 days. When
same thing all with their own customs the king came back everyone made a
fresh start with their lives. Well that
and traditions.
tradition didn’t last but one that did was
For instance in Scotland, on January making new year resolutions. It is
1st, the people celebrate Hogmanay believed to have started with the
much the same way as we bring in the Babylonians who each year resolved to
New Year here in the U.S. In Glasgow, a return borrowed farm equipment.
few minutes before midnight a lone
Ancient Egyptians partied for 24
piper plays Auld Lang Syne on the
bagpipes, the bells of Big Ben chime in days when the Nile overflowed its
the New year and the revelry begins banks. They couldn’t work so it was
with lots of kissing, singing and more time to dance, sing and feast. The
kissing. But in the countryside Persians and Phoenicians made merry at
celebrating is more traditional with the time of the Autumnal Equinox and
Scottish dances, torch light processions the early Greeks celebrated the winter
and fireball swinging. Oh yeah, I forgot solstice.
to mention the custom of a man going
The Romans reconciled any
out, armed with only a bottle of his
favorite beverage, who goes from door differences they had with their
to door making new friends. I wonder if neighbors on their new year, setting a
in the morning he remembers who his pattern for the upcoming year. They
new friends are? In Wales, Nos Galan also exchanged gifts. Ancient Persians
means you are to repay all debts and not exchanged eggs which represented new
loan anything out on that day for that life. The Druids gave gifts of mistletoe

Happy New Year to one and all.
May your blessings this and every year
be as many as all the stars in the heavens,
seen and unseen, and your troubles be
smaller than a grain of sand. And most
of all may your year be filled with love...
love to receive and love to share.
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to be used as charms.
One of the customs the English
adopted from the Romans was cleaning
their chimney on New Years day. We
know this today as “cleaning the slate.”
Another tradition that has become a part
of our vocabulary was when English
men gave their wives money on New
Years day to buy pins for the next year.
Today we still refer to small amounts of
cash as “pin money.”
Okay it’s history fun oh one time
again. Ready?
It may surprise you to know that
people in the United States and other
western nations have only celebrated
New Years for a little over 400 years.
Let me tell you why.
It seems that Roman Emperors kept
messing with the calendar so much that
in 153 BC the Roman Senate said
“enough already” and made January 1st
the official beginning day of the new
year. Well this worked for a long time
but then in 487 AD, some church leaders
felt that the new year should begin with
the birth of Jesus. But others thought it
should be the Annunciation on March
25. Church leaders who favored Easter
couldn’t agree whether New Years day
should be Good Friday, Saturday or
Easter Sunday. Some said it should be
the feast of the Circumcision on January
1st. Well in the spirit of cooperation
they celebrated each date as new years.
Not in the same countries though.
In Great Britain and its colonies,
New Years day was observed on March
25th until January 1, 1752, when the
Gregorian calendar was adopted. When
we were still an English Colony we still
viewed New Year’s day as a religious
observance. But after we won our
independence we began to celebrate
with gusto.
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Vestry Highlights from Jeanne Horsley, Senior Warden
Meeting date: December 17, 2007

In the Interim Rector's Report
Howard Backus reported that the
vestry should select a search committee
by March 1. St. Thomas has two new
acolytes.

·
Communications-Dot Reilly
reported that the time of the Christmas
Eve service will be published in the
News and Record, Reidsville Review,
Eden Daily News.

Stewardship Co-Chairmen Bill
Horsley and Tom Balsley submitted the
2008 Stewardship campaign report
stating that we have 63 pledge units for
In the Senior Warden's Report
In Old Business
next year and these total $149,906. This
year's campaign resulted in an increase Jeanne Horsley reported the following:
Vestry Retreat will be held Jan. 4-5.
of 4 pledging units and an increase of
· A successful blood drive was held Friday night dinner will be at Reuben's
$11,559.00. The Stewardship
Committee asks the vestry to consider at St. Thomas on Dec. 1, sponsored by Cabin. Retreat will resume Saturday
the Healthcare Ministries Task Force.
the following recommendations:
the 5th at the church from the hours of 103.
· Anne Rogers is setting up a
·
That the Vestry creates a
Stewardship Committee charged with schedule for nursery attendant
The next vestry meeting will be
implementing a year-round focus on volunteers for the eleven o'clock January 28, 2008
worship service [see “Nursery Care
giving.
Available” on page 8].
·
This committee should target
· Help, Inc., received the Christmas
encouraging gifts to the Endowment
gifts donated by parishioners for three
Fund.
families.
·
Parishioners should also have
·
Sr. Warden Horsley talked to
continuing education on the value of St.
Canon Hunn about how St. Thomas is
Thomas planned giving.
doing in the search process. He
·
An emphasis should be placed recommends that St. Thomas update its
on raising St. Thomas' profile in the web site to include our parish profile.
community as a step in encouraging
. Junior Warden Tom Ham reported
growth in membership.
the following:
The Vestry agreed that these
· Painting in the Parish Hall kitchen
recommendations should be studied by
is underway and painting in the rectory
the 2008 Vestry.
will start in the spring.
The Vestry approved the Treasurer's
· The new phone system has had a
Report presented by Richard Piazza.
few glitches, but they will be worked
Pledge Treasurer Steve Worth and out.
Treasurer Richard Piazza discussed
· Carpet work is complete.
the recent meeting of the Finance
Wanted-Small Table for Vestry
Committee with Canon Marlene
Room to use as a Telephone Table.
Commission Reports
Weigert, Administrative Financial
Officer with the Diocese. The Vestry
Contact Jeanne Horsley or Tom
·
Christian Education-Jim
considered various recommendations
Ham.
that came from this meeting and worked McCloskey reported that there will be a
on changing some of St. Thomas' funds Christmas pageant Sunday, Dec. 23.
to comply with these recommendations.
The Vestry also looked at the proposed
·
Pastoral Care-Don Gwarek
Budget for 2008 and accepted an reported that home visits are continuing.
amended version of the submitted Stephens Ministry classes will resume
after the first of the year.
budget.

Wanted:

Small Table
for the

Vestry Room
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Choir Christmas Dinner & Party - Saturday December 15, 2007
Photos courtesy of Susan Bullock

Many thanks to Dottie & Steve Worth for their hospitality in hosting the choir Christmas party this year.
They prepared and served a delicious dinner and the evening was very much enjoyed by all!

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Children’s Christian Education
Photo below courtesy of Don Gwarek

Well, it’s here! The new year! We
hope to continue to follow in 2008 that
same rich heritage of children’s spiritual
growth at St. Thomas: building an
abiding sense of God’s love, age
appropriate bible education, learning to
pray out loud and joining in with the
prayers of others.
And the power of faith. One of the
lessons in Living the Good News, our
children’s curriculum, asked a very
pointed question:

humble, who themselves chose to serve
God, regardless of the personal
consequences.
Thanks to all the children who came,
to all the parents and grandparents, the
congregation and to Father Howard.
And a special thank you to Joanne
Piazza, Jeanne Horsley and Alex
Melchert for all the “behind the scenes
work” they did.

What can we do
with faith?
Their teaching
point for these oh
so young children
is at the end of the
article, along with
our own true faith
story concerning
the “Koins for
Kids” fund raising.
I n
t h e
meantime, how do
you answer, what
can you do with
faith? Here’s a little
space and time, just
for you and God...
CHRISTMAS
P R O G R A M
UPDATE!
On Sunday December 23, we
celebrated Jesus’ birth story just a little
early.

Shiann Clayton ..... Blessed Mary
Dillon Gourley ..... Joseph
Sydney Melchert ..... Lead angel
Brooke Melchert ..... angel
Rachel Craddock ..... angel
Emma Claire Warner ..... angel
Anna Vannoy ..... angel
Addison Marin ..... angel

We had quite a number of out of town
family visitors, with children, lots of
children and we just wanted the biggest
audience we could get. So, in lieu of his
sermon, Father Howard allowed us to
Now, for the rest of the story: Here’s
use his time so the children could act out what Living the Good News says about
Luke’s account of our Savior’s birth, faith:
chapter 2:1-20. It’s a wonderful story of
God’s purpose and promise fulfilled,
WITH FAITH, WE CAN DO
choosing, yet again, the poor and the ANYTHING.
6
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Trust me. It’s on the bulletin board to
stay.
Our faith story begins with too little
money, too much expense and no more
time.
When the time came to choose our
animals for our Christmas gift to Heifer
International, we first calculated our
money. We had $120 already in the
fund. We had $124 cash converted from
coins, and a last day’s collection of $20.
Grand total: $264.
Then, we
picked the most
animals for our
money: 1 goat, 1
pig and 1 flock of
chickens. Great!
Except, we had a
big problem. What
the kids selected
cost $300. We were
$36 short. Where
would we get the
additional money?
We were out of
time because our
fund-raising time
was over. Alex
Melchert pointed
out that we would
have to cut back on
our choices simply
because we
couldn’t pay for
what they wanted. No way would they
cut back. They said, with faith you can
do anything and the money would
appear. So, we all left the classroom $36
short. (To tell you the truth, I was
making my plans to write a check for the
$36 and be done with it.)
After church was over, I met with
Steve Worth to turn in the last of our
money ($144) and asked him for a final
accounting. He cranked up the
computer and in no time, printed out all
the church fund balances. And there it
was, our Christmas miracle! The

Children’s Christian Education
Photos on this page courtesy of Jeanne Horsley & Doug Warner

“Koins for Kids” fund balance
somehow had exactly $156.16! I don’t
know how the extra $36 showed up in
our fund balance, but it was true. We
now had our $300 and with 16¢ left
over. What a wonderfully humbling
moment it was for me, that the kids had
the faith, but I, of little faith, was going
to write a check.
And, we’re not quite thru. The next
weekend, during the announcement
time, Daniel Yount held up the various
cards showing the congregation what
animals they had selected and how
much money they collected. Father
Howard was standing nearby and heard
the total (3 hundred $ and 16¢) and
immediately exclaimed the most
famous passage in scripture: John 3:16.
All the money you gave pointed exactly
to John 3:16.
I used to think stuff like this was
coincidence. But no more. In many
ways, God has shut my eyes, opened my
heart and graced me an awareness of
Him in working my life. In the name of
the Father, Jesus, our risen Lord and the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
With much love,
Jim McCloskey,
Sunday School Superintendent

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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2008 Flower Calendar

Thoughts on Stewardship

The 2008 Flower Calendar is now
As the year 2007 comes to a close,
available in the church office. Please we have much for which to be thankful
sign up as soon as possible for times you at St. Thomas. I have been touched by
would like to place flowers on the altar.
the outpouring of love and service seen
at the Community Thanksgiving
Dinner, our Healthcare Ministry’s first
bloodmobile, the response to our
Stewardship Campaign, our soup
kitchen and prayer shawl ministries, and
the wonderful contribution of gifts to
families at Help, Inc. Usually, by this
time,
I am worn out by all the comings
There will be nursery care available
and
goings
that accompany the holiday
every Sunday, beginning in January,
season.
However,
as I step back and
from 10:45 until 12:30, for infants and
witness
the
goodness
of so many in our
children through age three. The
parish
who
give
a
great
deal of their time
caregivers will be members of the
to
assist
others,
I
cannot
help but be
congregation who have volunteered.
affected
in
a
very
spiritual
way. Our
Each person will serve once a month.
expressions
of
outreach
are
concrete
The volunteers are Scotty Reeder, Dale
Fulton, Anne Montaigne, Tammy evidence that others can see and
Melchert, and Anne Rogers. If you experience.
would like to add your name to the list,
I have always felt that in some
fill-in's are welcome. Anne Rogers is
the contact person to volunteer for miraculous way, God takes our gifts, our
nursery fill-in duty. We all look forward talents, and our financial resources and
to the opportunity to get to know our blesses them and enables us to complete
children and parents and encourage you
to bring your little ones. We thank those
who have agreed to serve in this
important ministry.

Nursery Care Available

whatever task we attempt – be it large or
small. And if we need a reminder, we
can recall the account of Jesus taking
two loaves and five fish and multiplying
that small offering to feed a multitude of
people. Today, he is still telling each of
us that we are chosen to help make a
difference in the lives of others.
Tom Balsley

Image courtesy of Hermano León Clipart

“Fill The Tub” Outreach
Please help us reach out to others in our
community by donating non-perishable
items for the Reidsville Outreach
Center. Items needed for January are:

A Stephen Minister can be there for someone who's in the midst of a
life challenge so they don't have to walk through the valley alone.

Back in the 60’s Carol King wrote a everything to others.
song that started out, “When you’re
Take heart! You have a friend just
down and troubled, and you need like that. That friend is your Stephen
Any nonsomeone to care, and nothing, nothing Minister.
perishable
ain’t going right.”
items.
So to continue with the song, “Just
We all feel like that sometime and close your eyes and think of me and soon
unfortunately at this time of the year I will be there, to brighten even your
some of us really feel bad. Maybe darkest nights.”
The tub is located
you’re thinking that it would feel great if
in the narthex of
Give us a call. When you’re ready to
the church. Thank you for your help you could just talk to someone about it, a
talk, a Stephen Minister is ready to
friend
who
would
listen
and
not
blab
with this vital ministry!
listen.
8

www.StThomasReidsville.org

Stitches of Love - a Yarn Ministry
Since our beginning in August,
Stitches of Love has given away 29
shawls and lap robes.
Once again we would like to invite
anyone interested in knitting or
crocheting to join us on the 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of each month. Anyone
interested in helping to offset our
expenses may make a
donation to St.
Thomas’ ECW and
designate it for Yarn
Ministry.
Photo courtesy of Susan Bullock

ECW

Men’s Club

The January ECW meeting will be
The next Men’s Club meeting will
held right after church on January 13th be Thursday, January 10 at 6:30 p.m. in
in the Parish House. ( A sandwich lunch the Parish House.
will be provided.) We will need to pass
the 2008 budget. Anyone with a budget
concern needs to see Parker Graham
2008
or Marian Safriet before January 8th.
The Executive Board meeting will
be held on Tuesday, January 8th at 6:30
pm in the Pipkin Parlor.

Coffee Schedule
After the 11:00 Family Service

New ECW Officers are:
President: Parker Graham
Vice President: Susan Dalton
Secretary: Donna Van Ness
Treasurer: Marian Safriet
Sec of Christian Ed.: Martha Balsley
and Dot Trent
Sec of Devotional Life: Laura Felts
and Anne Donecker
Sec of Social Relations: Freda Watt
and Starr McHugh
UTO chairman: Dale Fulton

January
Bob Lee Watt, Chuck Rhodes
February
Bill Horsley, Bill Sutton
March
Jay Donecker

Musical notes from

Ed
THANK YOU
THANK YOU to all who took part in
our Christmas Eve services. The
services were beautiful and meaningful,
as always. (We missed the Zion Baptist
folks...please be in prayer for them as
they undertake large mission projects
and try to cope with several illnesses
and hospitalizations. They hope to be
back with us next year, and we’ll look
forward to visiting with them before
then as well.) THANK YOU to those of
you who have shared gifts with me
personally, or with the choir. THANK
YOU to the choir for your faithfulness,
not just on the 24th, but also weekly.
You people provide such a strong
leadership presence in worship. For me,
that organ bench is the best seat in the
house, and you are a large part of that
fact. THANK YOU to Howard for your
presence and leadership with us. Your
warmth and grace continue to bless us
each time we meet.
One of Jesus’ names is
Emmanuel...God with us. Our lessons
in weeks to come will focus on God’s
presence with us. Let us say THANK
YOU to God each day for His
redemptive presence in our lives,
replacing the garbage in our lives with
love and peace. Let us remember to
share that love and peace with a hurting
world.
Merry Christmas and Happy
Epiphany to you, St. Thomas’ Episcopal
Church. THANK YOU once more for
all you are to me
Ed Spencer

April
Open
May
Open
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Volunteer Needed

Bloodmobile - December 1, 2007

The church needs a standby office
volunteer to answer the phones on the
rare occasions when Jenny has to be
away from the church office. If you
would be willing to volunteer for this,
please call the church office (349-3511)
for more information. Thank you!

Thank You!!!
On behalf of the St. Thomas
Children’s Ministry, we offer our thanks
to you for your encouragement and
support for the recent “Koins for Kids”
fund raising campaign.
Every penny of your donations of
coins and gifts we used to purchase
animals in support of Heifer
International’s worldwide program to
feed the hungry.
We collected exactly $300.16. After
much discussion, the children elected to
buy 1 pig ($120), 1 goat ($120) and a
flock of chickens ($60). And on
December 17, these animals were
purchased in the name of St. Thomas
Episcopal Church. Not only did the
Children’s Outreach Christmas Gift
help in the fight on world hunger, we
learned that even smaller children can
make a real difference in a family’s
struggle for a better life.

Photos courtesy of Jeanne Horsley

Thanks again!

Recycling Reminder
Remember: old cell phones, ink jet
and laser cartridges which keep our
environment cleaner and bring some
funds to our youth.
Boxes for
recycling can be
found in the
narthex of the
church, the parish
hall, and the choir
room.
10
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In Memory

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...

Please pray for the repose of the
souls of

Paul Robinson
DATE

Josephine Starnes

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

December 2
First Sunday of Advent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

17
67

December 9
Second Sunday of Advent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

19
59

December 16
Third Sunday of Advent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

17
61

December 23
Fourth Sunday of Advent

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

17
67

December 24
Christmas Eve

5:00 p.m.
11:00 p.m.

35
125

December 25
Christmas Day

10:00 a.m.

4

December 24, 2007

May light perpetual shine upon them.

New Phone System
Please note the following extensions for the new St.
Thomas phone system. After regular church office hours you
may dial these extensions to go directly to the person or area
you need.
Church Secretary - Jenny Wilkins - Ext. 101
Rector - Howard Backus - Ext. 102
Vestry Room - Ext. 103
Choir Room - Ed Spencer - Ext. 104

Volunteer Needed

Kitchen - Ext. 105

The church needs a standby office volunteer to answer
the phones on the rare occasions when Jenny has to be away
from the church office. If you would be willing to volunteer
for this, please call the church office (349-3511) for more
information. Thank you!

Day School - Ext. 106
Treasurer - Richard Piazza - Ext. 208

Wanted: Small Table
Wanted-Small Table for Vestry Room to use as a
Telephone Table. Contact Jeanne Horsley or Tom Ham.

Pledge Report
November 2007 Year To Date
Total Revenue

$ 7,342.54

$ 110,150.92

Total Operations Expenses

$ 9,397.39

$ 117,386.14

Difference

- $ 2,054.85 - $ 7,235.22

Image courtesy of Hermano León Clipart
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Interim Rector
The Rev. Dr. Howard G. Backus
rector@stthomasreidsville.org

• Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless 342-4011

• Worship Chair Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Youth Leader • Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511
office@stthomasreidsville.org

Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org

• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Nursery Attendant

• Sexton
Carol Pruitt

349-3511

• Usher Coordinator Steve Worth 349-7538

• Director of Christian Education
dce@stthomasreidsville.org
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Stephanie Wood (2007-2008)

WANTED!!!

• Greeters Coordinator Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

• ECW Marian Safriet 342-1552
Dot Trent 349-3179
• Men’s Club Tommy Thorn 616-0800
tthorne@triad.rr.com
Richard Piazza 349-5827
rjpiazza@bellsouth.net
• Treasurer Richard Piazza 349-5827
rjpiazza@bellsouth.net
• Pledge Treasurer Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511

