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Reflections... Why I Pledge

support the church because it is one
institution in the community that is in
the business of bringing together
people of all races, creeds, and socioeconomic backgrounds to search for
meaning and values to all of life.
We are in a culture that is so mobile
that it only recognizes those who
are able to serve it and to keep up
with it. What happens to the
aging, the child, the
handicapped, the lonely, and
the desolate? These questions
are what the church is all
about. Often the church does
not do its best, but even when
the church fails, it knows we as
Christians are called to this
purpose.
I love and support the Episcopal
Church because it preserves and uses
the tradition of poetry, song, worship, and
theology that has dignity and depth against
which the experiences of my life and of all
life can be seen. I am reminded week after
week that bread and wine are changed and
become sacred because they are bearers of
Divine Life. I am reminded through many
forms of worship, ceremony, and personal
experiences that common everyday things
become bearers of this Divine Life. I see
people getting married, struggling with
great life questions, confessing failures, and
finding absolution. I see people who have
lost loved ones, and I am reminded that I too
will die. And all of these life death
experiences are in the context of God’s
eternity, God’s redemption, and the
Resurrection. The promise of the
Resurrection is sought, felt, and
experienced in no place other than the
church.

The parish is a place where the
Christmas Story is told and retold. It is an
absurd story about how the Creator of the
world did something spectacular with a man
named Jesus who said “love” so loud that
we can still hear the echoes. If the
retelling of this story ceases on earth
it will be a crueler place. A place
with less hope in it.
I support the church in
order to strengthen the effect
of the Gospel message on the
affairs of this city, this nation,
and this world. That Gospel
story insists on justice, human
value, love, redemption,
forgiveness, and absolution. I
support the Church because it not
only comforts me, but it challenges
me to move beyond where I am to a
deeper reality that I know is possible. I am
an adult and too mature to know that I
should always have my own way. I
celebrate a voice and a church that risks my
support by making stands and decisions that
do not always agree with my own.
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Reflections... Why I Pledge

Interim Rector’s Report

These are some of the reasons that I
give money to the church. I found these
reasons, and the thoughts expressed,
years ago in a book entitled Jesus,
Dollars and Sense. Another reason I
pledge is that I am a member. Money in
the church is the responsibility of our
membership and no one else. And I
pledge that money rather than give
unconsciously. These are also the very
same reasons that I live my life in the
church and search for meaning to my
life in the Christian Gospel.

I will have completed eight months as Interim Rector on December 1, 2007.
With the support of the Vestry I would like to continue in this position through the
Easter season, perhaps leaving on May 1, 2008. This would be a good time for a
new rector to come and the liturgical season is less hectic.

Scripture with the Rector

Context – This is the setting of St. Thomas. We will look at demographic data,
social interactions, the norms and values of our community, and other matters that
address the reality of “where we are”.

Continued from Page 1

At this point, with the help of the Transition Team, we have carried out certain
developmental tasks. Our first task was to look at our history. This was presented
to the congregation in a planned luncheon and creative event leading to discussion
and the identification of concerns and challenges. The second task was to look at
our uniqueness as an Episcopal Church and to examine our theological and
doctrinal lifestyle. I led this task using our Sunday school hour. My purpose was to
deal with the ongoing issues within the larger Episcopal Church and to assist the
members of St. Thomas with a language and theology to respond to these issues. I
sold 40 copies of the book used in our study. The book is Those Episkopals by
HGB+ Dennis Maynard. I still have a few at $6.00 each. Our next task is to get an honest
picture of our parish identity by looking through “4 lenses”. These lenses deal with
the “who”, “where”, “how”, and “what” questions of parish identity.

Scripture with the Rector: “A
Process - This is the “how” question that examines the flow and dynamics of
Study of Matthew” will be the topic of
our
congregational life. How do we make decisions? How do we prepare our
the Adult Sunday School all Sundays in
budget?
This task will explore how we do leadership recruitment and training, and
December except December 30th.
our communication issues. It is my plan to make this a critical part of our Vestry
retreat.
Program - This last lens concerns the “what” of our congregational life. All of
our activities, ministries, groups, and plans fall into this view of the lens. What do
we do well, internally and externally? How can we improve them? Do some of the
many things we do need to be revisited, revitalized, or even let go?
The surveys that we asked the parish to complete will be used as we look at our
identity and plan for the next rector. The next few months will be devoted to this
task. By its completion the Transition Team will have prepared a potential Parish
Profile to present to the Vestry. The Vestry will finalize the profile and select a
Search Committee at this point. My hope is for this to be ready by March 1, 2008.
This will give the Search Committee two months to search for our next Rector while
I am still here.
November has been a very satisfying month for me as your Interim. The
worship and liturgical experiences have been wonderful and attendance has been
steady, if not growing. The Sunday school teaching opportunity and the steady
attendance communicates the value of this program. This class has proven to have
real support for educational experiences and the desire for dealing with local and
national issues of concern. Again, this is a wonderful parish with much to
celebrate.
HGB+
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Who Ya Gonna Call?
by Don Gwarek
Okay, so let’s say that you notice
your next door neighbor’s teenager is
acting weird. Okay, okay, I know. To
anyone over thirty all teenagers act
weird. But this one is really over the
top. The kid’s got blood red eyes with
slits like a snake, he can levitate, and his
or her voice sounds deeper than a tuba
while shouting obscenities. But the
strangest thing of all is that he can make
his head spin completely around like an
owl.

investigating dozens of claims of Satan, saying, “They’re trying to take
haunting, poltergeists, and demonic me away from you, but they will not
possession every year.
succeed.”

In Ireland, the official Exorcist for
the Church of Ireland is the Rev.
William H. Lendrum, an 80-year-old,
retired priest. Armed with nothing more
than communion vessels, sacramental
oil, a brown leather copy of the New
Testament and a wooden cross, Rev.
Lendrum is always on call to cleanse
homes of restless spirits and poltergeists
Slapping your forehead you mutter, and to cast out demons that torment the
“Holy smokes, the kid’s possessed by souls of both young and old.
demons.”
Demons can be external or internal,
Right. But who are you going to call Lendrum says, so he has two basic tasks.
. . . y o u r S t e p h e n M i n i s t e r ? One is to carry out an act of Deliverance,
FUGEDABOUDIT!!! This is a job for a procedure to help people whose lives
an EXORCIST.
are disturbed by forces outside their
bodies such as a haunting by restless
Oh wait, it’s Halloween you say. spirits. The second, an exorcism is
No! That was last month. So now carried out when an evil force has taken
you’re thinking that this is a bunch of over the body of someone and they
baloney, right . . . that there is no such become . . . possessed.
thing as demon possession. Well as far
as the Episcopal Church is concerned
So what does a “possession” look
you are right. Our archives show that like? According to Rev. Lendrum, it is
there has never been a case of an nothing like what occurred in the horror
exorcism in the United States by a priest movie, The Exorcist, where victims
of the Episcopal Church. But that spew out vomit, turn their heads 360
doesn’t mean the church is not prepared degrees, or turn into some hideous
for it.
The Episcopal Book of monster. Lendrum says the people he
O c c a s i o n a l S e r v i c e s d i s c u s s e s encounters are more like the boy who
provisions for an exorcism although found a Ouija board down by the river,
they don’t have a specific rite. The book played with it and a few weeks later
also suggests that anyone who feels that started hearing the voice of a man called
they might have a need for such a Tyrannus. Rev. Lendrum said, “I said a
ministry, contact their bishop through few prayers, looked into the child’s
their parish priest. The bishop then eyes, and commanded the spirit to
determines whether an exorcism is depart. The boy was content with
necessary and if so, who is to perform himself after that.”
the rite and what prayers or other
formularies are to be said.
But there are some cases that do not
have a happy ending.
Take, for
To our Anglican brothers in the instance, the young girl who had been a
United Kingdom though, exorcism is an part of a Satanic cult. She had taken
ongoing reality. The Church of England vows in a ceremony to serve and obey
formed a “Deliverance Ministry” in Satan and was given a Satanic name.
1974 following a botched exorcism in She only reluctantly agreed to an
Yorkshire. The Ministry has teams of exorcism and later refused to cooperate.
clergy and psychiatrists in each diocese She began praying, not to God, but to
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Lendrum concluded that “you will
not be successful if the person you are
trying to help fights against you.”
And even though exorcism is
accepted in the United Kingdom,
church authorities say that the practice
should only be used as a last resort
where their aim is to control the
paranormal experience so that the
person afflicted will be more receptive
to conventional medical or mental
treatment. Indeed, before an exorcism
is decided upon the afflicted person is
asked whether or not they have had a
history of mental illness, are on
medications, are using illegal drugs or
have dabbled in the occult.
Why as a “last resort?” Dr. David
McDonald, a psychiatrist, says, “I have
seen clients who were told that they
were possessed and an exorcism was
performed but they felt no better. They
believe they must be really evil if God
can’t help them, which can be terribly
damaging.”
And so while some people, mainly in
the Roman Catholic, Anglo-Catholic,
and certain Pentecostal churches
believe in demon possession and
exorcism, others scoff at the idea and
rely more on a scientific approach to
curing the demons inside us. The
gospels of both Matthew and Mark
mention occasions where Jesus cast out
devils so those persons believing in the
inerrancy of the Bible believe that
“possession” is still possible. In the end
it becomes a matter of your personal
religious experience and faith that
determines whether demon possession
is real or not.
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Vestry Highlights from Jeanne Horsley, Senior Warden
Jeanne Horsley read a thank you letter
from the Dean of Virginia Theological
Stewardship Co-Chairmen Bill Seminary for St.Thomas' financial
Horsley and Tom Balsley submitted a support to the Seminary. She read a
Report on the 2008 Stewardship request from the Healthcare Ministries
campaign. The report stated that the Taskforce for up to $200.00 to help with
expenses for the Red Cross Blood Drive
Stewardship Campaign is going well.
planned for Saturday, December 1 in the
·
Fifty pledges have been Parish Hall. The money will be used to
purchase two ads in the Reidsville
received for a total of $125,380.
·
Thirteen former pledging units Review and snacks for volunteers and
have not responded. They will be participants. They also requested that
the Taskforce be given a budget of $500
contacted personally.
·
It appears that we have a chance for the 2008 fiscal year. The request for
of getting our pledge income over funding the Blood Drive was approved.
Jeanne reported that Anne Rogers has
$150,000.
attempted to find someone to accept
The Vestry approved the Treasurer's nursery attendant as a paid position. So
far she has been unsuccessful. Vestry
Report presented by Richard Piazza.
discussed the matter, and it was decided
In the Interim Rector's Report that this position should go under
Howard Backus reported that the “next Christian Education. We will look for 4task of the Transition Team is to get an 5 volunteer nursery attendants on a
honest picture of our parish identity by rotating basis. Jeanne invited Canon
looking through “four lenses”. These Marlene Weigert to meet with ththe
lenses deal with the “who”, “what” Finance Committee on December 4 at
“where” and “how” questions of parish 4:00 pm. She is on the Diocesan staff
identity. In completing this task the and will address concerns and questions
Transition Team will have prepared a the committee might have.
potential Parish Profile to present to the
Junior Warden Tom Ham reported
Vestry. Howard's goal is to have the
that
Joanne Piazza has been hired to
Vestry finalize the profile and select the
clean
the church from the front doors to
Search Committee by March 1, 2008.
the
hall
doorway at the secretary's
Howard stated that he would like to
office.
Painting
in the narthex and in the
continue as interim priest at St. Thomas
secretary's
office
has been completed.
until May 1, 2008.
The rest of the painting is underway.
Martha Balsley made the motion The new phone system will be
and Dot Reilly seconded that completed by Nov. 26. New carpeting
Howard's letter of agreement be has been put down in the addition.
extended until May 1, 2008, and then
Commission Reports
be negotiated monthly. The motion
carried.
·
Christian Education-Jim
McCloskey
Although the group is
In the Day School report Howard
small,
Christian
Education for children
said that the ECW has offered $800 to
is
going
well.
CE
head Jim McCloskey
the EDS, undesignated. He also
does
not
see
a
need
for a paid DCE at
reported that the EDS is researching the
this
point
and
the
Vestry
agreed.
possibility of a 2- year-old program and
.
is looking to find an accredited teacher
·
Pastoral Care-Don Gwarek
to help with this research.
reported that Lay Eucharistic Ministers
In the Senior Warden's Report Kris Rogers and Don Gwarek visited
Meeting date: November 19, 2007
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three shut-in members of the parish and
administered home Communions. Two
prayer shawls made by Stitches of Love,
a Yarn Ministry were given to shut-in or
hospital patients. Four tapes of the 11
o'clock Family Service are being
provided for shut-ins each week. Three
Stephen Minister trainees are currently
enrolled in weekly classes being
conducted in Eden.
·
Worship Committee-Tom
Ham reported that plans are made
through Epiphany. Rite I begins Dec. 2
and will go through Dec. 23. Tom will
lead the Christmas Day service which
will be Morning Prayer. Lessons and
Carols will be Dec. 30 and church
members will read the lessons.
Howard Backus will be out of town
from Dec. 25 -Jan. 1.
In Old Business
·
Thanksgiving Dinner plans are
underway and turkeys were picked up
by church members on November 11th
th
and 18 . Tom Balsley is working with a
committee of volunteers on this
outreach project.
·
In planning for Christmas Todd
Walker has volunteered to take over the
process of getting needy families from
Help, Inc. Cards were given out at
church Nov. 18 identifying Christmas
gift suggestions. These gifts are to be
turned in to the church by December 9th
along with the card. Gift receipts should
be included with clothes purchases.
The EYC will wrap the gifts on
December 9th.
·
The Staff and Vestry Christmas
party will be Dec. 7 at the home of
Jeanne and Bill Horsley beginning at
6:30pm.
In New Business
·
The duties of the Ushers and
Greeters at the 11:00 Family Service
Continued on Page 5

Vestry Highlights from Jeanne Horsley, Senior Warden (continued)
Continued from Page 4

will be combined and only two persons
will serve each Sunday.

·
Jim Donecker sent a letter of
request for support for the William and
Mary Student Organization for Medical
·
The 2008 Vestry Retreat will be Outreach and Sustainability (SOMOS).
Jan. 4 & 5. Friday night will be supper This group will spend eight days in the
and Saturday will be at St. Thomas from Dominican Republic providing
essential clinical health services. The
10 - 3.
SOMOS project incorporates academic
·
Charles Toler has requested that coursework, medical care, and
AA and NA be allowed to meet at St. ethnographic research. The Vestry
Thomas on Friday nights or Saturday voted to give $500.00 to this outreach
mornings. The Vestry approved this project.
with some suggestions regarding
security.

December’s Health Tip
Some of us can remember the
seventies when our rector was Jim
Abbott.
Yearly as the close of
November
signaled the
beginning of
Advent, he
would worry
a b o u t
members of
o
u
r
congregatio
n who were
in charge of
"creating
Christmas"
in our individual homes. Shopping,
baking, decorating, wrapping, cleaning,
polishing, and entertaining family and
friends can really create stress in the
lives of people who are already short on
time and energy.
Many of you lead over-scheduled
lives. Throw in the stress of extra
holiday spending, too many activities
for both children and adults,
overindulgence of holiday parties and
traditions, the extra time with in-laws
and extended families and the result is
stress, exhaustion, and holiday burnout.

What can we do about it? Of course,
the easiest solution would be to change
the way we do Christmas. However, no
dedicated tradition-loving "holiday
creator" will settle for that, so try
keeping your health in mind by
meditating, eating right and exercising.
Focus on the light that shines in the
darkness. Promise yourself that you'll
take five to ten minutes each day to think
about the lights of your life. Perhaps
you could sit with your advent wreath
and jot down a few sparkling events that
have occurred earlier in the day.
Something as simple as a warm hello
from a co-worker, a hug from a child, a
compliment someone has given you, or
just the connection you feel with
another person that makes you feel
loved can be the light in the darkness of
hard work and exhaustion.
Feel
thankful for each event and vow to make
someone else see your light tomorrow.
Take another few minutes to do a little
Advent reading. Take several deep
breaths and be thankful.

agreement with yourself that if you have
more than one holiday treat per day
you'll make it up by walking an extra
thirty minutes the following day.
Probably nothing relieves stress like
exercise. Take a walk during lunch.
Drop by the gym on the way home from
work. Get up and walk around the
house or up and down the stairs during
TV commercials. Play ball with your
child. Think of some way to move. Your
body will thank you for it.
Best wishes for a joyous Christmas!
Health Care Ministry

Think about what you're putting in
your mouth. Drink lots of water and eat
your fruits and veggies. Try to make an
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Episcopal Day School Preschool
We hope everyone at St. Thomas'
had a great Thanksgiving. We are
thankful for the
support that the
members of St.
Thomas' show us at
EDS. You all have
been very kind to us
over the years. We appreciate that!
Before we broke for the holidays, we
continued on the “letter train” with
letters Ff, Gg, Hh, and Ii. We also
finished talking about our shape of the
month (triangle) and our color of the
month (brown). During Ff week we
talked about fish and made some cute
fish pictures based on the book The
Rainbow Fish. During Gg week we
talked about giraffes and their 18"

6

tongues (yuck!). Hh week included
talking about horses and houses. We
made houses by using cutouts of
squares, rectangles, and triangles. Ii
week we talked about musical
instruments. We made our own shakers
out of drink mix containers and popcorn
kernels. We also visited Reidsville
Christian Church where Ally's dad, Mr.
Rick, showed us all different kinds of
instruments and the kids were able to try
them all out. We used our own
instruments at school and had a
marching band. We sounded great!
In November, we also made and
mailed out homemade Thanksgiving
cards to our Sr. Friends. And, we made
the centerpieces for the tables at the
Thanksgiving meal in the Parish House.
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We celebrated Thanksgiving at school
with everyone bringing their favorite
food to share. It was a feast!
We want to wish everyone a great
CHRISTMAS! (It's hard to believe it's
already here again!) May you have a
healthy, safe, and joyful season.
Happy Birthday,
Jesus!

Christmas Services

Men’s Club
The next Men’s
Club meeting will be
Thursday, December
6 at 6:30 p.m. in the
Parish House.
The menu will be:
Meatloaf, Garlic
mashed red potatoes, string beans,
brownies.

2007-2008
Coffee Schedule
After the 11:00 Family Service

December
Kris Rogers, Don Gwarek

Monday December 24
5:00 p.m. - Children & Family Service (HE II)
10:30 p.m. - Special Christmas Music
11:00 p.m. - Midnight Service (HE II)

January
Bob Lee Watt, Chuck Rhodes
February
Bill Horsley, Bill Sutton
March
Jay Donecker
April
Open

Tuesday December 25
10:00 a.m. - Christmas Day Service (Morning Prayer II)

May
Open

Nursery Attendant Needed

Sunday December 30
11:00 a.m. - Lessons & Carols
www.StThomasReidsville.org

Nursery attendant needed for
Sundays 9:30am-12:30pm. If
interested, contact the church office.

7

2008 Flower Calendar

Thoughts on Stewardship

The 2008 Flower Calendar is now
I am continually impressed by the
available in the church office. Please kindness of the people in our town. As
sign up as soon as possible for times you we begin to prepare for our Community
would like to place flowers on the altar.
Thanksgiving Dinner, I realize how
dependant St. Thomas is on the
goodness of others. I am not sure how
long we have hosted a Thanksgiving
meal at St. Thomas, but I know we have
been doing this for a little over 20 years.
However, I am sure that everyone
We at St. Thomas will again be
knows that we could not even begin to
helping three families for Christmas.
do this if it were not for the assistance of
Todd Walker will be coordinating this
friends from other churches.
Bill
project and will be passing out cards
Simpson is at the top of my list. Each
with gift suggestions for each member
year he has been in charge of cooking
of the families. All gifts need to be at
the vegetables and using his special
the church by Sunday, December 9th.
recipe to make the dressing. When I try
Thank you for giving!
to thank him, he smiles and says,
“Maybe St. Peter will put a checkmark
by my name.”
Jay McCollum
faithfully rounds up the crew that helps
with the cooking. He also made
arrangements for us to do our cooking at
If you would like to place a the Masonic Lodge when we found out
poinsettia in the church in honor or in we could not use the Sanitary Café.
memory of someone for Christmas,
please call the church office (349-3511)
as soon as possible. The poinsettias will
be placed in the church on Christmas
Eve and may be picked up after the
Sunday service on December 30th.

Christmas Families

Poinsettia Orders

Henry Douglas stirs and seasons the
sweet potatoes without fail. Gene Hunt
carves turkeys, washes dishes,
transports food, and does anything he is
asked to do. Fran Daniel, Sandra
Dickens and Joan Zdanski faithfully
make deserts. Skip Balsley allows us to
purchase our food at wholesale prices
and then donates the cups, plates, and
take-out trays. The Day School makes
table decorations.
An anonymous
donor always pays for the turkeys.
Nancy Bennett directs the 450 carryout meals that go to the sick and
homebound. Lastly, many people from
Reidsville, and other places in our
county, pitch in to deliver meals, serve
plates, wash dishes and make monetary
donations. We are so fortunate. I agree
with James who says in his epistle, “I
can’t see your faith if you don’t have
good deeds, but I will show you my faith
through my good deeds.”

“Fill The Tub” Outreach
Please help us reach out to others in our
community by donating non-perishable
items for the Reidsville Outreach Center
Items needed for December are:

Rice
Cereal
Canned Soup
Boost

A Stephen Minister can be there for someone who's in the midst of a
life challenge so they don't have to walk through the valley alone.
Too many times, we forget what we
have and concentrate on what we don't
have. What is one person's worthless
object is another's prize possession. It is
all based on one's perspective.
Take joy and appreciate every single
thing you have, especially your friends!

The tub is located in the narthex of the
I know that there are those occasions
church. Thank you for your help with when it’s hard to appreciate anything,
this vital ministry!
especially if you’re experiencing
8
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something that is causing you grief.
When that happens the whole world can
look dark and gloomy. Let the sunshine
back in. How? Start by talking to a
caring friend . . . a friend like a Stephen
Minister.
When you’re ready to talk, a Stephen
Minister is ready to listen.

Stitches of Love - a Yarn Ministry

Musical notes from

Ed

We will meet
only once in
December Tuesday, the 11th.

Lovely
S u z a n n e
Howard has
offered to make
cross-stitch
baptismal shells to
be given when we
have a baptism.

“Lovely” is the loose translation for
the title of the tune I used for my prelude
last Sunday. The tune RHOSYMEDRE
is a Welsh tune and is used in our hymnal
(#587) to set a text about the family as an
illustration of the Triune Godhead. It is
also used elsewhere to set a Lenten text,
My Song Is Love Unknown. It is indeed
a lovely tune, gentle, embracing
thoughtul texts.

If you have a
family member,
friend or neighbor
you believe would
enjoy a shawl or
lap robe, please
see Parker
Graham.

Lovely means what? In a loving
manner? Pretty? Sweet? And what does
it have to do with Advent or Christmas?

Photos courtesy of Susan Bullock

Each year about this time we hear
texts we may interpret as foretelling the
birth of Christ. Each year we also hear
texts we may interpret as foretelling a
second coming of Christ. Each year we
prepare for the coming of our Lord and
discover that apart from the coming in
history, or in the future, there is a
coming of our Lord that takes place each
time we worship. It is a spiritual
coming, and perhaps we can be more
aware of God’s Spirit at the end of
Pentecost than we might otherwise be.
It is a loving presence of God in our
lives.
The final stanza of that family hymn
goes as follows:
O Spirit who dost bind our hearts in
unity,
Who teachest us to find the love from
self set free,
in all our hearts such love increase,
that every home, by this release,
may be the dwelling place of peace.
May you have a lovely December.
Thank you for all you are to me.
Ed Spencer

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Acolyte Practice & Training

Christian Education

There will be an “Acolyte Practice
CHILDREN MATTER.
& Training with the Rector” on
It’s a sign hanging in the parish
Sunday December 9 at 12:00 p.m. house.
It’s also a reminder of the love you
following the Family Service.
show for our children.
It’s also a banner of the commitment
This training is for all current
acolytes and anyone 10 years of age or and support St. Thomas provides for our
older interested in becoming an acolyte. Sunday School program.
And that just feels good. Thanks a
bunch.
Pizza will be provided.
Now, what do we do?
Each child is loved, heard and
encouraged.
Each child prays.
Each child comes forward and reads
aloud from the bible.
Each child participates in a group
The Healthcare Ministry has asked project, no matter how small.
the other downtown churches to join
Each child is a part of the opening
St. Thomas' in sponsoring a and closing processionals.
bloodmobile. With all the holiday
travel ahead, this is wonderful
What are we doing?
outreach.
We’re continuing to learn about God
The event is scheduled for and Jesus from the Living the Good
Saturday, December 1, from News program. We recently covered an
10:00A.M. until 2:00P.M. Please important lesson we called “The Widow
consider helping.
Members can and the Judge” and completed our first
choose to man a Red Cross station, study of the Psalms, #98.
provide snacks for the canteen, work
in the canteen, call donors, and/or give
We’re collecting money for our
blood. We must have at least thirty “Koins for Kids” fund.
pints promised in order for the Red
Cross to set up for the blood mobile.
Please put our bloodmobile on your
calendar and plan to give to our
community on that Saturday!

Bloodmobile

Recycling Reminder
Remember: old cell phones, ink jet
and laser cartridges which keep our
environment cleaner and bring some
funds to our youth.
Boxes for
recycling can be
found in the
narthex of the
church, the parish
hall, and the choir
room.
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What’s coming up?
December is an important month for
children!
December 2 is Advent wreath
Sunday and there has been a change. It
is now just for the kids, NOT for the
whole church.
December 9 is the final date for
“Koins for Kids” collection. We’ll
pass our baskets during the regular
Offertory.
December 16 is a very special day.
We will announce what Heifer
animals have been chosen as our
“Children’s Outreach Christmas
Gift” to hungry peoples around the
world. Please come (if you can) to
hear the Good News and support the
big event!
December 23 is children
participation day in the Christmas
story.
With much love,
Jim McCloskey,
Sunday School Superintendent

In Memory

Where Two or Three are
Gathered Together...

Please pray for the repose of the
soul of

George Stephen Emerson
DATE

November 1, 2007

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

October 28
8:30 a.m.
22nd Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

14
64

Noon

7

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

16
61

November 1
All Saints Day
November 4
Sunday after All Saints

May light perpetual shine upon him.

ECW Officers

71
10:00 a.m.
November 11
24th Sunday after Pentecost - Annual Parish Meeting
November 18
8:30 a.m.
25th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

21
75

9:00 a.m.

24

November 25
8:30 a.m.
Last Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

10
54

November 22
Thanksgiving

New ECW Officers are:
President: Parker Graham
Vice President: Susan Dalton
Secretary: Donna Van Ness
Treasurer: Marian Safriet
Sec of Christian Ed.: Martha Balsley
and Dot Trent

Pledge Report
Year To Date

Sec of Devotional Life: Laura Felts
and Anne Donecker

$ 16,358.04

$ 102,808.38

$ 10,989.09

$ 107,943.75

Sec of Social Relations: Freda Watt
and Starr McHugh

5,368.95

- $ 5,135.37

October 2007
Total Revenue
Total Operations Expenses
Difference

$

UTO chairman: Dale Fulton

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Interim Rector
The Rev. Dr. Howard G. Backus
rector@stthomasreidsville.org

• Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless 342-4011

• Worship Chair Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Youth Leader • Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511
office@stthomasreidsville.org

Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org

• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Nursery Attendant

• Sexton
Carol Pruitt

349-3511

• Usher Coordinator Steve Worth 349-7538

• Director of Christian Education
dce@stthomasreidsville.org
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Stephanie Wood (2007-2008)

WANTED!!!

• Greeters Coordinator Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

• ECW Marian Safriet 342-1552
Dot Trent 349-3179
• Men’s Club Tommy Thorn 616-0800
tthorne@triad.rr.com
Richard Piazza 349-5827
rjpiazza@bellsouth.net
• Treasurer Richard Piazza 349-5827
rjpiazza@bellsouth.net
• Pledge Treasurer Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511

