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Reflections for November

e are in November. We are
near the end of the year.
The light is growing dim.
We will spend much more
time in darkness. Yes, we
do have artificial light.
We extend our days with this
artificial light as if nothing is
different, but it is.
Things are coming to an end.
During 2007, our worship
lectionary has taken us through
the Gospel of Luke. We have
traveled with Jesus Christ,
recalling our Lord’s baptism,
life, teachings, healings, and
promises. Now we come to the
end of this year. The plans we
made at the beginning of the year
were realized, or they were not.
Leaves are changing colors, dropping off
their trees, and preparing for the darkness.
The darkness will become more pervasive
as this year draws to an end. God is at work
in the darkness as God is at work in the light.
In the darkness, creation plans for the light
of tomorrow and new leaves.
As Episcopalians, we prepare for our
celebration of three “light” affirming
events. On November 1, at 12:00 noon, we
will celebrate All Saints’ Day remembering
before God those “who have been chosen
vessels and the ‘lights’ of the world in their
generations.” (BCP p. 380).
We will celebrate Thanksgiving Day, at
9:30 A.M. with Holy Eucharist as a church
and as a people of faith. We will feed others
who are less fortunate with food and the

light that dwells within us. This is a time we
give thanks for the seed, and for all the
seasons which are necessary for life and
growth.
During the last days of this year, and in
even deeper darkness, we will again
profess as we celebrate Christ’s
birth, that “in the darkness there
was a great light.” A light the
darkness cannot overcome.
You and I move into this
darkness with gratitude and
hope. As we move into the
darkness, with our tomorrows
hidden, we can do so with
assurance. Our future is bright at
St. Thomas for we move into that
future with the same God who
walks with us through the darkness.
There will be many changes in the coming
year as there are new leaves on trees. God
has plans for this wonderful church. We
continue to pray for all members of this
parish and for a priest, raised up by God, for
us.

Continued on Page 2...
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Stewardship Letter
Dear Friends and Members of St. Thomas:

Our stewardship program introduces the
every member canvass during the fall
season as we plan for “tomorrow”. We
do so with prayer and the awareness that
we are blessed. With God’s presence
and our cooperation we can offer more
than artificial light can deliver. We offer
the light of God to dispel darkness of
many kinds. May we intentionally
cooperate with God in all that we can be
at St. Thomas and may we, through our
stewardship and charity, continue to
bless the world in the name of Jesus
Christ.

We are living in interesting times. Our world is changing so radically and
quickly that it is impossible to predict future trends. This is true in the work place,
in education, in medicine and in religion, to name a few.
Christians are becoming a minority in the Western Hemisphere. Vast numbers
of people in our own culture have little knowledge of the fundamental aspects of the
Christian heritage. We are in an age where we cannot assume our children will
grow up as Christians, much less have the desire. Will the church be able to meet
the challenges proposed from subverted family values, economic pressures and
disparity, educational disintegration and voracious consumerism?

Yes we can! But, we have to see the need and meet it. The answer, believe it or
not is stewardship. This is more than raising money. It is learning to market
Christianity as the first century Christians had to do. It is commitment to the call of
HGB+ Christ to be about God's work, as if it were the most important work, which it indeed
is.

Koins for Kids Update
Thanks so much for your support for
our Heifer International fund raising
project. As I hope you know Heifer
provides animals to needy families
around the world, with the goal of
“Helping Hungry Families Feed
Themselves”. We now have a little over
$100 dollars towards the purchase of a
wonderful Christmas gift that will
continue giving food and extra income
to those most at risk. Sheep, pigs, goats,
and llamas all cost no more than $150.
Chicks, ducks and geese are only $20,
while rabbits, bees and trees are slightly
more. Heifer offers many ways for us to
give to hurting peoples, the “least of
these my brethren”, as recorded in
Matthew 25:40.

Intentional evangelism, disciplined lifestyles, and well designed and funded
Christian education models are necessary. We have been blessed in many ways so
that we can be a blessing to others, that God might be blessed. This is my vision and
theological response of gratitude to our God and God’s vessel the local parish.
I invite you to participate generously with your money, abilities and time in your
church. Help us to "be all that we can be". We need everyone to participate. We do
not go outside the church to meet our budget needs. Our budget is determined by
those of us who call St. Thomas our church. Give generously as we plan for the next
generation, maintain suitable facilities that are being demanded of us, fund needed
personnel, and participate in the programs of Scriptural study, spiritual values and
Christian community formation through worship and education.
With generous and mature pledges, sacrificially and intentionally offered, St.
Thomas can provide people, programs, and facilities that are needed. Jesus can use
us as models of faith, hope and love. This will mean an increase over last year's
budget. It is our plan to repeat our budget of 2004. We have done it before; we can
do it again. We must! This amount will help us meet program needs and support a
new Rector. Also, we need a greater number of persons electing to serve in the
ministries of the church, another response of stewardship.

I challenge all of us to make a much needed investment in the mission of the
church, our children's future and the needs of the people in our community. We can
do this as we respond faithfully to our purpose as a church of God to "encourage
When you see our poster and everyone in spiritual growth, a sense of community, healing worship and service, so
collection basket, we hope you will have that, through His grace we may become committed servants of our Lord and one
a little something to put in the “Piggy another.
Box”. Christmas will soon be upon us
Your Servant in Christ,
and we hope to give new hope to God’s
The Rev. Howard G. Backus,
children somewhere in the world.
Interim Rector

More Christian Education News
On Page Ten
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The Unsung Heroes
by Don Gwarek
When we think of military heroes,
we usually visualize a guy attacking a
pillbox, guns blazing or maybe leading a
squad of desperate men to safety.
But how about those unsung heroes.
You know . . the guys who jump into the
heat of battle armed only with a prayer
book, copies of a few hymns and a
communion kit. Sure . . . the Chaplains.
Just like the men and women who bear
arms, they have suffered from the heat
or cold and different types of sickness.
They have been lonely, hungry and
imprisoned. They have been wounded
and many have been killed. In war
zones, these are the men and women
who guide our armed forces spiritually,
comfort the wounded and dying and
bring reassurance to physically and
mentally exhausted G.I.’s after the chaos
of combat. Back home, they offer
consolation to families who have lost
loved ones and offer spiritual guidance
to displaced families.
Throughout history spiritual leaders
have gone to war with their countries’
armies but for different reasons than our
modern chaplains. History books and
the Bible tell of priests and shamans
being used to foretell the success of an
important battle or to call the wrath of
their Gods or spirits upon the enemy. In
the Old Testament, seven priests
carrying rams horns followed by other
priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant
and soldiers marched around the city of
Jericho for six days. According to the
scriptures, on the seventh day the priests
blew their horns while marching around
the city seven times and then the troops
let out a mighty shout and . . . well you
know the rest of the story. In 1479 BC
the priest of Atum-Re led the charge that
helped Pharaoh Thutmose III defeat the
Syrian Army. Roman priests declared a
just and holy war on the advice of the
Senate and ritually slaughtered sacred
animals to see if their livers offered
good or bad omens about forthcoming
battles.

Priests fought alongside their
parishioners until 742 AD when clergy
were forbidden to carry arms or fight.
One warlike bishop though fought
alongside his flock using a blunt mace
because he took a vow saying that he
would not use sharp or pointed
weapons.

Records show that as time passed
and the United States was engaged in
many wars that there were only a few
military chaplains at first but then their
numbers increased as the size of the
military increased. Today there are
many military chaplains, representing
Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, and the
Islamic faith. These men of God attend
After the founding of colonies in to anyone who needs comfort and solace
America, for about 168 years, colonists not just members of their own faith.
fought the French and various Indian
Probably one of the finest examples
tribes and marching right alongside the
troops were local ministers who often of the courage of a chaplain under fire
were recruited by members of their can be found in the WWI story of
flock because of their youth or physical Francis Patrick Duffy, a Roman
ability. These men of God were so Catholic Priest and chaplain of the
important to the colonists that even “Fighting 69th”, a New York National
minor skirmishes would not be planned Guard regiment assigned to the 165th
or carried out without their presence to Infantry. The 69th, largely made up of
counsel and motivate. Many chaplains Irish Catholics, saw duty in the trenches
accompanied the colonists to the new of Luneville, an area of the Lorraine
world but the first military chaplain to sector of France in 1918. Their baptism
begin active field service was the of fire began on March 20th when
Reverend Samuel Stone, a Church of German forces bombarded them for two
Christ minister from Hartford, days with a barrage of mustard gas
Connecticut. These colonial chaplains shells that left almost 400 men blinded.
preached on Sundays and held prayers During the shelling and for the
following months, Chaplain Duffy
daily.
could be seen on the front lines, hearing
There was no formal organization of confessions, saying Mass and
military chaplains until they received comforting the soldiers. He was always
formal recognition by the Continental near the heaviest fighting, exposing
Congress on July 29th, 1775. They himself to constant danger like his
were to be paid the same amount as a comrades in arms. During the heat of
captain or Judge Advocate, the princely battle Chaplain Duffy would travel with
sum of 20 dollars per month. One year the first aid unit giving the wounded
later, General George Washington whatever physical and spiritual care
His presence was
raised their salary to 33 dollars per they needed.
month and had the equivalent rank of inspirational. In recognition of his
service Father Duffy was awarded the
Colonel.
Distinguished Service Cross, the
After the war, the army was partially Distinguished Service Medal, the
disbanded and chaplains went back to Conspicuous Service Cross, the Legion
b e i n g m i n i s t e r s o f h o m e t o w n d’Honneur, and the Croix de Guerre.
congregations again. But then in 1791
Congress voted to have a standing army
America can be very proud of its
of two regiments and a chaplain who unsung heroes we call military
was entitled to 50 dollars a month, chaplains.
including pay, rations and forage. The
man chosen as the army’s first chaplain
was the Reverend John Hurt of Virginia,
an Episcopalian.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Vestry Highlights from Jeanne Horsley, Senior Warden
Vestry voted to accept the terms on the
color copier and agreed to use a coding
Stewardship Co-Chairmen Bill s y s t e m f o r c o p i e r u s a g e .
Horsley and Tom Balsley gave a Correspondence was received from
presentation outlining the 2008 Thompson Children’s Home. An
Stewardship campaign. Pledge cards offering for Thompson Home will be
collected on Sunday, November 18,
were given to Vestry members.
2007. In the letter each family is
The Vestry approved the Treasurer’s requested to give $20.
Report. Richard Piazza distributed
Junior Warden Tom Ham gave an
copies of a proposed budget
r e c o m m e n d e d b y t h e F i n a n c e update on painting the church facilities:
Committee.
All of the outside work is scheduled
In the Interim Rector’s Report to be done prior to inside painting, fascia
Howard Backus reported that the boards on the exterior of the Parish
Transition Team participated in a mini House have been wrapped in aluminum
retreat. They identified the issues from and interior painting will begin with the
the first congregational task of Narthex. He also gave a report on
“Coming to Terms with History”. replacing the carpet in the new addition.
Further planning led to a Sunday school The Vestry voted to replace carpets
class on our identity as an Episcopal using the bid from All About Floors. The
Church. Howard noted that the next step Vestry approved the replacement of the
is to have the parish to identify its own phone system. Richard Piazza and Tom
parish identity and this is to be part of Ham will meet with the NEC
the annual parish meeting. Services representatives on October 16.
announced included an All Saints Day
Commission Reports
service at 12:00 on November 1st, a
· Christian Education-Jim
combined service on Sunday,
November 11th at 10:00 followed by the McCloskey The Christian Education
Annual Parish Meeting, and a commission met and planned an
Thanksgiving Day service at 9:30 Epiphany program for the end of the
year.
am.
Options for the Christmas Pageant
Jeanne Horsley attended the EDS were discussed for the 5:00 PM service
Board meeting and reported that the on Christmas Eve.
Day School has enrolled a new student
· Worship-Polly Yeago The
bringing the total to six students. At this
meeting the financial status was commission met on October 14 to
reviewed by Cindy Teague. The EDS review the fall schedule. Another
board reviewed the requirements for meeting is scheduled for October 28 to
forming a 2-year old program. finalize the schedule.
Administrator Stephanie Wood said
· Parish Life-Martha Balsley
that NC State licensing is not required
for 4-hours per day programs. A reported that Lemonade on the lawn is
committee will be set up to investigate over. Volunteers for providing a coffee
hour after church are scarce this year.
this further.
Howard recommended that we have a
In the Senior Warden’s Report coffee hour. A Men’s club meeting has
Jeanne Horsley reported Anne Rogers been scheduled for the first Thursday in
is leading the search for a nursery November. (November 1st)
attendant. Jeanne reviewed the terms of
· Communication – Dot Reilly said
the lease on the new color copier. The
Meeting date October 15, 2007
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that the Sunday school and Wednesday
ads in the Reidsville Review and the
Greensboro News and Record are
correct now. The Fall Bazaar has been
advertised. Name tags are working
fairly well.
· Outreach-Tommy Thorn reported
that the fried apple pie sale did not occur
this year due to the coordinator for the
cooker having an illness.
In Old Business
· The Nominating Committee
reported that two people have agreed to
serve on the Vestry: Carson Dawson
and Freda Watt.
· Commission budgets were
submitted for 2008
· A group of St. Thomas members led
by Tom Balsley have met to work on
plans for the Thanksgiving Dinner. A
letter will be sent to local churches
asking for help delivering food, making
desserts, etc.
In New Business
· Plans for the Annual Parish
Meeting were discussed
· The Vestry discussed having a
Vestry Christmas party on December
7th
· St. Thomas will provide Christmas
presents for families again this year.
Tommy Thorn will investigate how we
have gone about getting the names of
the families in previous years.

Vestry Nominees
Freda Watt
Carson Dawson
John Pugh

Episcopal Day School Preschool
Dear St. Thomas Friends,
October is a
busy month at EDS.
We are learning so
many fun things.
We continued our
letters with Bb, Cc,
Dd, and Ee. During Bb week we talked
about bugs and blooms. This was the
first week of fall so we made some leaf
paintings and talked about seasons. Cc
week included learning about cats and
we made chocolate chip cookies. We
also mailed our Sr. Friends a fall picture.
Dd week we talked about ducks and
dogs and enjoyed Krispy Kreme
doughnuts! Ee week included a tribute

to Dr. Seuss by reading his book Green Parish House where volunteers handed
Eggs and Ham and having green eggs out surprises.
and ham for snack.
Our mum sale was extremely
Our color for the month of October is successful for such a small class. We
orange. We learned that mixing yellow sold 500 mums for a profit of over $500!
and red together make orange. (Did Thanks to everyone who bought mums
you know you can even do that with and to those who made extra
mustard and ketchup?) We made our contributions to the sale. You are a great
monthly trip to the Library where Miss group of supporters!
Jacky read us stories about Firefighters
in honor of Fire Safety Month. We also
visited the fire station on Scales Street to
Ms. Jeanette and Ms. Edie
learn how the firefighters do their jobs.
We had our Halloween party and the
children wore their costumes and went
trick or treating to some doors in the

Bloodmobile

November’s Health Tip
Leftover Halloween candy, pumpkin
pie, homemade fudge, Christmas
cookies--YUM! It is all too tempting.
Here is a
very good
reason to
avoid too
many of
these sugarfilled treats:
Eating too
much sugar
can cause
wrinkles.
Glycation is a natural process during
which sugar in the bloodstream attaches
to proteins to form harmful new
molecules called advanced end products
or AGE for short.
As
AGEs
accumulate, they damage adjacent
proteins. Collagen, the most prevalent
protein in the body, is also one of the
most vulnerable to AGE damage.
Another protein, elastin is also easily
affected. Too many AGEs cause both
collagen and elastin to lose their
springy, resilient natures and become
dry and brittle allowing skin to become
wrinkled and saggy.

Humans can't cut their sugar
consumption completely because it is in
many of the fruits and vegetables we eat
to stay healthy. However, we can avoid
added sugar. Try to keep added sugar to
no more than 10% of your daily intake.
For example, a 45-year-old woman of
average height (5'4") should not
consume more than 160 calories (10
teaspoons) a day in added sugar. That is
the equivalent to one 12-ounce Coke or
6 Hershey's kisses. Unfortunately, the
average American consumes 31
teaspoons of added sugar each day.
To find out the number of teaspoons
of sugar you're eating, Check the label
information for sugar. That will be
listed in grams. Since there are 4 grams
of sugar in a teaspoon, just divide the
number of grams by 4. For example if a
serving of food has 16 grams of sugar,
that is 4 teaspoons.
If you want to look young and dewy
in the candle glow on Christmas Eve,
watch those added sugar grams from
now until then.
Health Care Ministry
SOURCE:
PREVENTION, November 2007
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The Healthcare Ministry has asked
the other downtown churches to join
St. Thomas' in sponsoring a
bloodmobile. With all the holiday
travel ahead, this is wonderful
outreach.
The event is scheduled for
Saturday, December 1, from
10:00A.M. until 2:00P.M. Please
consider helping.
Members can
choose to man a Red Cross station,
provide snacks for the canteen, work
in the canteen, call donors, and/or give
blood. We must have at least thirty
pints promised in order for the Red
Cross to set up for the blood mobile.
Please put our bloodmobile on your
calendar and plan to give to our
community on that Saturday!

Annual Parish Meeting
Sunday November 11th
One Combined Service

10:00 a.m.
Meeting follows in the
Parish House
5

ECW Fall Bazaar Luncheon
Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

I would like to extend to each
committee chair and committee
member who helped with our ECW Fall
Bazaar and Luncheon my sincere
thanks. I am writing this note prior to
the bazaar, but from observing all the
planning and activity up to today we
should again be on track for another
successful event. Our committees have
been working very hard and by bazaar
day we will have joined together like a
“well oiled machine”! That's when it all
becomes fun. The fellowship with our
community is priceless. Hope you were
there!
Sincerely,
Dot Reilly
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ECW Fall Bazaar Luncheon

Men’s Club

Photos courtesy of Tom Ham

The Men’s Club
will meet on
Thursday November
1st at 6:30 p.m. in the
Parish House.
Pizza will be on
the menu for this month’s meeting.

Nursery Attendant Needed
Nursery attendant needed for
Sundays 9:30am-12:30pm pay is
$10.00 per hour. If interested, contact
the church office.

“Fill The Tub” Outreach
Please help us "Fill the Tub" for the
Reidsville Outreach Center. Items
requested for November:

Macaroni & Cheese
Canned Beans
Canned Fruit
Bagged Rice
Boost
The tub is located in the narthex of the
church. Thank you for your help with
this vital ministry!

Recycling Reminder
Remember: old cell phones, ink jet
and laser cartridges which keep our
environment cleaner and bring some
funds to our youth.
Boxes for
recycling can be
found in the
narthex of the
church, the parish
hall, and the choir
room.

www.StThomasReidsville.org

7

Thompson Offering

Dear Senior Warden:
Thompson Child & Family Focus
asks that you and your fellow
parishioners remember the children
God calls us to serve. For over 121
years, we have been embraced by your
prayers and gifts. On Sunday,
November 18, 2007, the Thompson
Thanksgiving Offering will again be
collected in Episcopal Churches across
North Carolina.
“Discover the Power of Twenty”.
Once more we ask you to encourage
your parishioners to each give at least
one twenty-dollar bill. Many $20s
added together will heal broken
children:
$20 will pay for personal hygiene
needs for a boy in Residential Treatment
$40 will purchase sheets and a
bedspread for a girl’s bed in Smith or
Kenan Cottage.
$60 will provide two weeks of meals
for a needy toddler at our Child
Development Center.
$80 will provide math materials for
two children in The School at
Thompson.
$100 will provide a boy or girl with
warm winter clothing.

Thoughts on Stewardship
Whenever I am quiet (or have to be
silent), I am more intentional on
observing whatever is around me. Such
a time came last week in a waiting room
at a busy doctor’s office. About 15
minutes into my stay, I noticed an older
man being led into the room by a
younger man who called him “Pops.”
The father was blind and was totally
dependant on his son. The son was most
attentive and concerned about the fact
that his father was comfortable and at
ease in his unfamiliar surroundings.
Being more judgmental than I had a
right to be, I could tell by their clothes
and conversation that they were not
people of means. However, they were

rich in the care and devotion they had for
each other. These are treasures that no
amount of money can buy. In America
we seem to equate “success” with
earnings and wealth.
However,
financial standing is not the only
standard by which success can be
judged. Being a good spouse, parent, or
supportive child (with ageing parents)
can be more difficult than making a lot
of money. You don’t accomplish any of
these with good luck or being at the right
place at the right time. These actions are
evidence of a sustained commitment,
flavored with love.
Tom Balsley

Primeros Pasos... Moving into Ministry with Spanish Speakers
On Thursday October 25 I was able to attend the first day of
a three-day Diocesan conference held at St. Paul’s, WinstonSalem, for those interested in Spanish language ministry. The
keynote speaker was The Rev. Anthony Guillen, Missioner
for Latino/Hispanic Ministries of the Episcopal Church.
Approximately 30 clergy and laity were present from
throughout North Carolina. Some are already actively involved
in this ministry while others were just beginning to explore the
possibilities with our rapidly growing Latino population.
Perhaps the most important point was that for this effort to be successful it must
indeed be approached as a ministry, not as a program of the parish. We enjoyed
presentations, a panel discussion, ample times for questions, answers, and sharing
experiences, a delicious Mexican buffet dinner, and we finished the evening with
Compline (Completas) in Spanish.
John Bullock

Please watch for your bright orange
Thanksgiving Offering envelopes ... in
the bulletins on Sunday, November 18,
2007.
We are so very grateful for your
loving support and prayers. We wish
you a Thanksgiving filled with the
people you hold most dear.

A Stephen Minister can be there for someone who's in the midst of a
life challenge so they don't have to walk through the valley alone.

Did you know that God puts us all in
each other's lives to impact one another
Faithfully, in some way?
Patricia N. LeNeave
Maybe you are experiencing
Church Outreach Coordinator
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something that is causing you grief at
this time. Talking to a caring friend can
help. When you’re ready to talk, a
Stephen Minister is ready to listen.

Musical notes from

Ed
Autumn Leaves
I am enjoying watching the falling of
the multicolored leaves from the trees.
It signals the end of the warm season of
the year and the coming of winter. We
have short days and cold nights to look
forward to, but what a glorious sight to
behold as the green of spring and
summer gives way to the rich yellows
and reds of autumn! It is harvest season,
and we give thanks for all the bounties
the earth has given us during the warm
months of the year.
We also give thanks as we finish out
the season of Pentecost and with it the
church year. The teachings about the
life of the early church have brought us
insights also into our own lives. The
longings of the Old Testament Israelites
and the New Testament Christians for
the coming of Christ have awakened us
to our need for God’s presence each day.
As winter heads our way in nature,
giving the world a chance to rest and
reset, so in church we have the
opportunity for qualities like patience,
perseverance, and faith to grow and be
strengthened.
As autumn leaves, God does not. In
the midst of our longing, God is with us
yet, comforting, teaching,
strengthening, healing. This presence
turns death into life, despair into hope,
hate into love. Let us be encouraged
that God is with us, no matter what. And
let us look to each new day with
confidence, knowing that God will be
with us to the end of all we know...and
beyond.
Thank you for all you are to me.
Ed Spencer

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Christian Education

EYC Attends “U2charist”
Photos courtesy of Elisabeth Pugh

While this month has been a rather
quiet one for the Sunday School program,
we’ve made a number of acquisitions for
our classroom that I hope will make a our
classroom more of a home.
We now have a Good News
Translation bible with larger print that is
more inviting for children to read and an
adjustable podium to set it on that is just
the right height. We’ve made a number of
necklaces we wear in class, declaring
“He is Risen”. We now have several
posters on the wall, including a large
birthday calendar showing all the months
with plenty of room for everyone’s
birthdays. We’re beginning to store the
most used school supplies in the storage
shelves, so we don’t have to leave the
classroom so much. We’ve relocated the
beautiful Children’s Chapel necessities,
including the movable altar, cross,
candlestick holders and the altar runner
knitted by Scottie Froehock, thank you
very much. And we’re posting each
lesson with its title and bible reference on
the bulletin board, just to show how far
we’ve come and as a reminder of the
wonderful life we have in Jesus. We’ll
continue to make further improvements
along the way to make each child’s
Sunday School experience an better one.
We’d like to say Hi! to Bryan
Clayton Jr., son of Bryan Clayton, who
visited with us recently and we hope he
will come back soon.
Important dates to remember:
November 18 is the next opportunity
for children to participate in the worship
service of St. Thomas as they pass their
“Koins for Kids” collection basket
during the Offertory. This is a big deal
event for kids.
December 2 is Advent wreath
Sunday! This is inter-generational! It’s
for everybody! We have special helpers
who are already working hard to make
this a must attend event. Rumor has it that
it’s going to be a little different this year.
But you have to come in person to enjoy
the surprises. And special thanks to the
parents and children for their
participation and making Sunday School
a Sunday Fun School.
Jim McCloskey,
Sunday School Superintendent
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In October the highlight was our trip
to the U2charist at St Timothy's in
Winston Salem on October 20th. We
heard the bishop deliver an awesome
sermon and the service was
accompanied by the music of U2. There
was an after party where the kids got to
meet the bishop and have their picture
taken with him. There were a total of 15
of us there to represent St Thomas.

We had a planning meeting with the
kids on October 7th, and we will be
working the soup kitchen on the 28th.
We are going month to month with our
planning so everyone needs to check the
church bulletin and watch for the post
card that they will receive monthly. We
are also "wallpapering" the wall in the
youth room with pictures of all of our
activities. Everyone should check for
monthly additions to our "activity wall".

Reminder ~ Check out all the EYC Pictures in the Youth Room!
www.StThomasReidsville.org

Parish Register

Where Two or Three are

To keep your directory up-to-date, please make note of this
correction:

Gathered Together...
DATE

SERVICE ATTENDANCE

ish
Par
r
iste
Re g

Donald & Adrienne Gatton
(Ethan & Bailey)
10712 NC 150
Reidsville, NC 27320-0308

September 30
8:30 a.m.
18th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

20
51

October 7
8:30 a.m.
19th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

14
47

October 14
8:30 a.m.
20th Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

12
76

Please pray for the repose of the
soul of

October 21
8:30 a.m.
21st Sunday after Pentecost 11:00 a.m.

13
60

Stephen Anthony Rogers

In Memory

October 12, 2007

Thanksgiving Dinner Volunteers

May light perpetual shine upon him.

Vo l u n t e e r s a r e
needed for
slicing
turkeys Wednesday
beginning at 1:00pm;
We now have an official title, Stitches
table set up Wednesday
of Love - a Yarn Ministry. We will meet
evening
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays in the Pipkin
Volunteer drivers for
parlor from 7:00-8:30 pm. Our next
delivery should be at gathering will be Tuesday, November 13th. Anyone interested
church between 10:00 and 10:30am on Thursday.
in being a part of this group is invited to join us. If you know
someone you feel could use a lap robe or shawl, please let the
church office or Parker Graham know. To date, 12 shawls
and 4 lap robes have been given away. We would like to thank
ECW for purchasing labels to be sewn on the backs of the
shawls and lap robes saying “Made with Tender Loving Care
The Endowment Committee is pleased to announce that by STEC Prayer-Givers”. For those who are unable to knit or
with new gifts of $675.00 we now have a total of $60,885.46 in crochet, or just don’t have the time but would like to help our
our fund!!! . Also, the total interest from 2006 that the church ministry, soft yarn (or the means to purchase it) is always
will receive is $1523.79. Thank you to all who have supported welcome.
Parker Graham
the church with endowment contributions.

Stitches of Love - a Yarn Ministry

Endowment Committee News

Pledge Report

Congratulations!!!

September 2007 Year To Date
Total Revenue

$ 9,788.53

$ 86,442.84

Total Operations Expenses

$ 10,380.94

$ 96,921.16

Difference

-$

592.41 - $ 10,478.32

Congratulations to John Bullock who recently was the
recipient of the A. Lewis Smith Award, the highest award
presented each year by the Delaware County Historical
Society, for his contributions toward preserving the history of
Delaware County, PA and in particular the city of Chester,
through www.OldChesterPa.com. The award is named for
the Society’s first president when it was founded in 1895.

www.StThomasReidsville.org
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Who’s Who
CHURCH STAFF:

LAY WORKERS:

• Interim Rector
The Rev. Dr. Howard G. Backus
rector@stthomasreidsville.org

• Acolyte Coordinator Jan Wheless 342-4011

• Worship Chair Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Youth Leader • Organist & Choir Director
Ed Spencer
music@stthomasreidsville.org
• Office Manager & Rector’s Secretary
Jenny Wilkins
349-3511
office@stthomasreidsville.org

Elisabeth Pugh 656-4664
eyc@stthomasreidsville.org

• Altar Guild
Suzanne Howard 349-7046
• Layreader & Chalice Bearer
Coordinator
Tom Ham 349-7261
tjhamiii@nuvox.net

• Nursery Attendant

• Sexton
Carol Pruitt

349-3511

• Usher Coordinator Steve Worth 349-7538

• Director of Christian Education
dce@stthomasreidsville.org
• Episcopal Day School Administrator
Stephanie Wood (2007-2008)

WANTED!!!

• Greeters Coordinator Freda Watt 342-2305
fwatt@bellsouth.net

• ECW Marian Safriet 342-1552
Dot Trent 349-3179
• Men’s Club Tommy Thorn 616-0800
tthorne@triad.rr.com
Richard Piazza 349-5827
rjpiazza@bellsouth.net
• Treasurer Richard Piazza 349-5827
rjpiazza@bellsouth.net
• Pledge Treasurer Steve Worth 349-7538
• Webmaster John Bullock 349-9232
john@mygraphicdetails.com

INFORMATION - STORIES - PICTURES - IDEAS!
Newsletter Deadline: the 20th of EVERY month
news@stthomasreidsville.org OR Call the church office 349-3511

